— A-a... — Ce YKo CIoxBaTHUIICS, 3a103[aJI0 0CO3HAB CUTyalluIo0. — d.. .4 IIPOCTO CJIIMIIKOM
Pa3HEPBHUYAIICH.

OH ¢ camMBIM NCKPEHHHUM BBEIpaXKE€HHNEM JINIla IIOOHAJ OBa IlaJiblla, KIIAHACE:

— Knsanycs, 3T0 B IepBhIi pa3!

qa CMOTPIO, ThI COBCEM C YMa COIIIeEII.

[ITu 113u ceiiyac ObIJIO HE OO BHISICHEHHUS OTHOIIEHWU. OH IOTHSI TOHKYI0, YUCTYIO JTafoHb U CJIeTKa
orepcs Ha IJIe40 anbdhl, TIXKEJI0 U MPEePHIBUCTO MAHIIIA.

— [Tomoru MHe BOUTH.

— Cnyuaiocs.

Ce YKo IPOTSAHYT PYKY, IpuoOHUMAast KOMaHAWpa 3a Taiuio. CKBO3b TOHKYIO TKaHb OEeXK/Ibl OH
IIOYYyBCTBOBAJI ITOYTH ITyTalollle XPynKui u3rud Tesna. [lo 4ero xe TOHKas.

Ce Uxo He yoepZXKaJiCd U Y4aCTIINBO CIIPOCHII:

— Komanpaup, MoXeT, MHe IOHECTH Bac Ha pykKax?

[u 131 X0momHOo B3rJIAHYJI Ha HETO0, METHYB OCTpBII;I, KaK HOZK, B3T'JIA[N.

Ce Yk0 moMe[Iui mapy CEKyHI U caM xke cebsi OlepHyI:

— Ha camowm pere, OyMalo, B 3TOM HET HEe0OXOOUMOCTH.

Y [Iu 113u KpyKunace rojaosa.

— IMoTume, maner.

— Xopo1mo, — nocayuHo oto3Bancs Ce Yxo.

Anbda BHTISOEN 00 KPaWHOCTH ITOYTUTENIBHEIM M IIOHSTIIMBHIM, ero momo0ocTpacTHas mo3a
HallOMKHAaJa CIYTY, IPUCITYKKUBAIOIIEro BOOBCTBYOIIeH uMneparpuiie. OqHAKO BHYTPH Y HETO BCE



6}7KBaJ'[I:»HO B3PEIBAJIOCE OT BOCTOPrA.

YepT, KaKOHU K€ OH MUJIBIM.

['nma3sa BnaxkHbIE, KaK Y KPOTKOTO, HO CEPAUTOro oneHEeHKa bambu. Koro o BooO1ie cobupaeTcs Tak
04yapoBaTh?

BrpoueM, 3TO paloCTHOe HaCTpOeHMe MPoaepPKaaoCh Hemonro. Kak TOIbKO OH IepecTyIui II0Por 1
YBUMEN Ha XYPHATLHOM CTONKKE TPYOY IYCTHIX aMIIyJl OT mofgaBuTesel, mumo Ce YKo MTHOBEHHO
M3MEHUIIOCh.

— Kax BEI MOTJIM UCIIOJIL30BATh CTOJILKO IIOMABUTEIEH!

[Iu 1131 B3APOTHYTI OT ero BHE3allHO BO3pocIiero ronoca. OH IPUNONHSAN 3aTyMaHeHHbIE, BlIaKHbIE
rja3a, pacCesiHHO CKOJIb3HYJI B3rJIAA0M 110 aMIlyjlaM, a 3aTeM IIOCMOTpeJl Ha [TOAEePKUBAIOIIEro ero
cepebpsHOBOJIOCOTO anbdy.

Ero ToHkwue, ciabrie ryOsl MEIJIEHHO ITPOHU3HECTIH:

— Ha Koro TH KpU4uIin?

Ceppane Ce Yx0 pacTasiio.

— 4d... —ero I"Y6BI AOPOTHYIIN, XU TOJIOC HEBOJIBHO CTAJl TUIIE, — Taxk Hemb3s, 3TO BpeOHO.

[Mu 1131 oTCTpaHUICH.

— He Tebe MeHS y4UTh.

OmycTWB KpaCHBEIe PECHUIIE, OH MOJT4a OTOIIel OT anbdel. OH CeNl Ha JUBaH, U KaIlJTd BOOHI C €T0
YEPHBIX BOJIOC YIIajii Ha BOPOTHUK, 00HAXKas U3SIIHYI0 TUHUIO Kmiouuil. OH MPUKPELT I'71a3a, U ero
PECHHUITEI MEJIKO IPOXKaJi OT OOJIH.

— Komanpgup...

10):131%1 aan)a IIpuHEC CTaKaH TeIIon BOIHI 1 MEJJIEHHO OITYCTHJICA IIepen HUM Ha KOPTOYKH.

— IIpoctuTe, s OB HempaB. BrimeiiTe BOMH.



Temnmnelil CTEKISTHHBIM CTaKaH KOCHYJICS ero T'y0, Hag HUM momHuMascs map. CepeOpsiHOBOIOCHIHA
anmbda CMOTpeJl Ha Hero peflaHHo, KaK OrpoMHbIH nec. [1Tu 113u cxkan ry6sl, HUYEro He OTBETUB.

— 910 nmobouHBIM 9P heKT mogaBuTenei, — MIrko 00bsicHun Ce YKo, — BBl BBOOUIIM UX CITUIIKOM
JacTo.

[Iu 131 meHrBO IPUOTKPHLI I'JIa3a U eBa CJIBIIIHO 0TO3BaJICS:

— M-m.

3HAYUT, BOT B 4eM fesi0. OH He MOT BBIHOCHUTb CTPAHHBIX OIIYIIeHUHN, TPUXOMSIINX C IIEPUOIOM
TEUYKH, ¥ TOJHKO IIOJABUTEJI MOTJIM TTOJTHOCTHI0 U30aBUThL €TI0 OT 3TOT0 AucKoMdopTa. [ToaTomy,
maxke rmpeBo3Morasi 0071b, OH ITPOAOJIXKAJI KOJIOTh UX CHOBA U CHOBA.

[ITu 113u crnerka MpUOTKPHII TyORl, ¥ Temnas XKUAKOCTh OTeKIIa B poT. Ce YK0 OCTOPOKHO 3aTJITHY T
€My B JIUIIO:

— Bu1 Oomnbllle He cepOUTECH?

— M-Mm.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, HE CTOUIIO TPATUTH CUJIBI Ha CCOPEI C 3TUM CGpGGpHHOBOJ’IOCBIM mieHkoM. [lu 113u
clesaJl JIMIIb TJIOTOK — MHOTO IMUThL Celdac He X0Teochk. OH cierkKa OTBeN TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY,
IIOKAa3kbIBad:

— JIOBOJMBHO.

Pyka anbghbl OPOTHYIA, ¥ CTPYHKA TEII0ON BOABI IIOTEKIIA 0 ero rydaM, cTeKas Ha BITaXkHYI0 6eIyio
Iel0 U CMa4uBasi KpaCUBBIEe KITFOUHITEL.

— IlpocTuTte, mpocTuTe, IPoCTUTE!

Ce YXKo0 B ITaHUKE IPUHAJICA BEITUPATh BOOY C €0 IIEH.

u 113m:

Y Hero He OBIIIO CHJI 37TUTHCS. ['0/I0Ba PacKasbIBaach, ¥ OH MOMBITANICS OTCTPAHUTLCS OT
OecIiepeMOHHBIX PYK alb(hI.



— J10BOJIBHO.

[Tpu 3ampoKUHYTOM TOJI0BE ero 1Iest OiecTesia OT Bflaru, a T'yObl, HalTUTaHHbEIE BOJOM, Ka3aIucCh
HEBEPOSITHO HeXKHEIMU. Ero 06JIMK HalloOMKHAaI TOHYalmui 6esbiit papdop, MOKPHITHI I1a3yphio.
Takoil XpynKuil ¥ U3BICKAHHBIM, YTO 9TO CBOLHUJIO C yMa.

FOu®IM anbda CriaoTHY, ero Kagelk nepHyscs. OH IMOCIeIIHO OMYyCTHII T'0JIOBY, @ KOHYUKH ero yIeH
OTIaCHO TIOKPACHEJIH.

— O, 0-0, IIOHSII.

[IIu I13u GrI7I0 He Mo Hero. EMy Ka3aock, 4YTO B €r0 I'0JIOBE HEBUAUMEIE PYKU UTO-TO PBYT U TSIHYT,
IIBITASICh YTAIIATh €70 B TEMHOTY. B moy3a0bIThY OH YBUEI ce6s ToCpenu [OKOIMBOM HOYH,
pPacTepsIHHO CUOSILIUM ITIO[ JIUBHEM, TOTOBEIM B JTI00YI0 CEKYHAY OBITH MOTJIOMIEHHEIM Oe3IHOM.

Bapyr Hag HUM pacKpHIJICA 30HT, U pa3fajicsa HaCMEeIUIUBHIY, UTPUBLIY I'OJIOC:

— Komanpaup 1ll4, 1o 4ero e BBl OOILIHN?

HOH®IM uMIIEPATOP CMOTPEN Ha HETO CBEPXY BHU3, B eT0 (HMOJIETOBHIX I'/Ia3ax IjiecKasnach yiar0Ka, He
moxopsias fo camoro gHa. OH IPOTSHY PYKY:

— Cxkaxu MHe, KTO TeOs obunesn?

3Be3THASA CHUCTEMA cogporainacChk, BOJIHA 3ad BOJIHOM HaKaThIBAIU 3BEPHUHLEIE OPIOHI, IIPEBPAlllas
TaJIaKTHKY B af. YenoBeK B 30/I0THIX OOeKOax CUAeN Ha TPOHE; YEPTEHI €T0 JINIla YTPATUIIN
IOHOMIECKYIO MATKOCTE, a I'J'IyﬁOKI/Ie, 6J1aropongle (1)I/IOJ'IeTOBbIe T'Jla3a CTaJIn OCTPHIMHU U XOJIOOHBIMH.

— J1OCTOMHCTBO UMIIEPUH HeJlb3sl IONUPaTh. f 3aCTaB/I0 UX 3aIlJIaTUTh 3@ 3T0. Thl CMOXKEIIIb,
KoMaHaup 1u?

ITu 1131 CTOST IOCPEO¥ BEJTMUEeCTBEHHOTO 3aj1a, CXKUMasi B PyKe [JIMHHBEIN Med. Ero 3amsicTbe
ykparran 5S-mexa CepeOpsiHoe Kpruto, a cepeOpsiHble KUCTOUKY HA IIedYax SpKo custyid. OH OTBETHII
JIMIITb OTHO CJIOBO:

— Cwmory.



— Komanpgup Illu, nonetuTe co MHOU Ha IaHeTy LlaHmaH.

OH 0THOXKUI OOKYMEHTHI, DACIIyCTUJI CBUTY XU OCTAaBHUJI TOJIBKO €TI0 OOHOTO. Iz 1131 HEMHOTO
nmopgyMall ¥ KPpaTKO OTBETHII:

— Inaneta llannaH B 0€30IIaCHOCTH, S TaM He HYXKEeH.

ViMmepaTop JIEHUBO MOATIED TOJIOBY PYKOii. Ero gnuHHbIe, U3SIIHbIE TaTbIbl TOKOUIHACH Ha
nog6oponke, a 60JIBINOM Mael] 3afyMYUBO TIOTIaXKKUBal KOJbI0 U3 6eoro HedpuTa.

— Korpma T1e6st HeT psimoM, ST TepSit0 YBEPEHHOCTb.

[ITu 113w, y2ke cCOOpaBUINICS YXOOUTh, 3aMep. Ho 6e3pa3nuyHo Ipor3Hec:

— VBepeHHOCTh HYKHO YepraTh B caMoM cele, a He B IPYTHUX.

OH Bcerpma Takoi. be3KanoCTHHIM U X0JIONHEIN. MMnepaTop O€CIIOMOIIIHO YCMEXHYJIICS, B €T0
(UOETOBHIX INTa3axX 3aurpajid CMEITNHKH.

— HeT, UMeHHO TH — MO4 YBEPEHHOCTE.

Mu 1i3u mogHAN XOJIOOHBIN, 9NI€TAaHTHBIN B3TIISA U IIOCMOTPENI Ha HETO CKBO3b IIE€JIEHY BPDEMEHH.

KapTI/IHKa CMEHUJIaCh, CHOBA HACTYIINJId ThMa. B ronose uTto-TO OTJIYHIUTEJIbHO B30PBAJIOCh:

— Komanpgup Iy, nogunHguTECh IpUKa3y!

Pes HMIIEPATOPa €IBa He PAa30PBaJl IIEPEIIOHKH. OH nogHAN IIOKPaCHEBIINE OT KPOBHU I'/la34q, B
KOTOPEIX 0TPazKaJlOCk ajio€ MapPeBO, U XOJIOOHO OTBETHII:

— Ilpomry mpoueHus, He MOTY.

[TpocTpaHCTBO CIIOBHO Pa30pBajIoCh, IIpeBpalasich B afi. becuncnenHble KPUKY TPOH3UIH YIIIH, PEB
3BEPUHBIX OpH efdeHus KpoBb. [IIu 1131 BrepBhIe 3a JOJIr0e BPeMS TOYYBCTBOBAJ CTPaxX U JPOXKb.
Kpacusoe nuiio uMmiepaTopa OblJI0 CKPHITO KPOBaBOM JIyHOH, B TYCTOM TyMaHe €T0 HEBO3MOXKHO OBIIO
pPasriasgeTs.

A 3aTeM ero CTONKHYNY B 0e3qHy — MafeHre, 66CKOHEYHO [0Jroe nafgeHue. [loka oH He PyXHYT B



ray0oKoe Mope.

BosHBI TOTOTHIIH €T0, HO, K youBnenuto, I1Iu 1I3u He moyyBCcTBOBAN Xo0Jiofa. HampoTus, 66110 10
CTPaHHOCTH... TEIJI0?

Mopckas Bofja 1aCKOBO OKYTHIBaJla €ro, IMycKas My3kIPhbKU, KOTOPEIE IIEKOTATA KOXKY, CJIOBHO
030pHBIE TOLEeNTyX MasieHbKuX PrIOoK. [1Tu 1]31 HEBONIBHO YIBIOHYICS.

— He Gamyiics.

OH Gecco3HaTeIbHO TIOTEePCs 0 BOMY, X MSTKas IOBEPXHOCTD IO HUM BHE3aIlHO CTajla TBEPMHOH.

Ce YK0 3aCTHIJI, HE CMes IoIIeBeMUThCsA. Korma oH MoYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK YeJIOBEK B €I0 pyKax
IPUKUMaEeTCsI K HeMY U C yNIBIOKO#M B TOJI0Ce ITPOCUT He GanoBaThCs, IOHBIN anbda, 4be cepille
TOJIBKO TI03HAJIO JTI000BB, HE CMOT BEIAEPKATh TAKOTO UCKYLIEHHUS.

®epoMoHEI, KOTOPHIE A7 ab(bl OBIIM Ha BEC 30JI0Ta, XJIBIHYJIM HAPYXKYy, 3aIl0JIHSIS KOMHATY. Ero
KabIK C TPYOOM OEPHYJICS, TeJIO CTaJIo XKeCTKUM, KaK [epeBsIlKa.

— K10 u3 Hac... ere 6amyeTcs?
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