— 0-o0, mousiTHO. — C103 4, BEICTTYIIIaB OYepeHble 3aBEPEHUS U YTOUHeHus 717, n300pa3ust Ha Julle
IIpOCBeT/IeHre. — B-BOT OHO 4TO.

Cros 4 ckasan 310, HO 717 BHE3amHO IIOYYyBCTBOBAII JIETKO€ HEOOBOJIbCTBO.

— T®1 4TO, MHE HE BEPUIIIH?

C103 4 omemmn:

— ...dro?

— Coyckatica BHU3. — TOH CUCTEeMEI BHE3AIHO CTasl XKECTKUM. Cio3 4 B 3aMelIaTebCTBE IOAyMall,
yTO ecnu Obl y 717 OBITIO TEJI0, OH HaBePHSIKa cefyac XMYypPHUJIICS.

— Waonu, — ckomaumosain 717.

C1o03 4 HUKOT{Ia He OT/IMYAJICS PEIIUTETLHOCTHIO, II03TOMY, He YCIIeB laXKe 3aAyMaThCs, ero Tejlo Ha
II0JICO3HATEIbHOM YPOBHE TOTYMHUIIOCH Oe3ale/yISIMOHHON KOMaH e, 3By4aBlieil B ronose. OH
HAIPABUJICS K JIECTHUIIE ¥ HAYaJl CTyIeHbKA 3a CTYIEeHbKOU CITyCKAThCS BHUS.

CBeT U TeHU MeJlbKa/lK B IIPOJIETAX, B BO3AyXe KPYKUIACh IIbIJIb, TPOUTAHHAS 3allaXOM BETXOCTH.
C103 4 omoMHMIICS TUIIL TOTHA, KOTOa, MUHOBAB HECKOJIBKO TIOBOPOTOB, YBUMEI SPKUM CBET,
JILIOLTUMCST U3 MBEPHOT0 IIPOEMa Ha IIEPBOM 3Taxke.

9T0 GBI TOT CaMbIM 3TaxK, KOTOPHIH OHM OCMOTPEIU ITEPBLIM.

Bceé 651710 Kak B €er0 BOCIIOMUHAHHUSX: ChHIPO U X0/10AHO. Ci03 4 moMOPIIUIICS — B BO3[yXe BUCET
KMCJIOBATBIA MyX MHOTOJHEBHHIX 00 BEIKOB, CMEIIaHHBIN C 3a11aX0M aIKOTOJIS.

B aToii rHUOIEN 06CTAaHOBKE IOIbE3[a MaJIeHbKUY [TapeHEK B IMPOKOi 6eroi ¢pyTOoKe U MIopTax,
OTKPHIBAIOIIMX [IJIMHHEIE TOHKME HOTH, Ka3aJICs HAaCTOJIbKO OCJIEIIUTENIEHO OeJIBIM, YTO, Ka3ajIoCh,
CBETHUJICS U3HYTPH, HACTOIBKO YMCTHIM ¥ HEYMECTHHIM OH BHITJISIIEN B 9TOM MECTE.

717 obpatuncs K SBHO HepBHUYaweMy Cios 4:

— Yt0-HUOYAb 00HAPYXKUIT?

Y-yTto?



CnoBHO HepafMBHIA YUEHUK, KOTOPOTO YYUTENb BHE3AMHO BRI3BAJ K Jocke, Ci03 I cHayasna Bech
HaIpATCS, ero Xy/ble MJIeYX efjBa 3aMEeTHO APOrHyu. Ha nulle 0Tpa3uiock MoiaHoe HeJoyMeHue, u
JIUIIb CIIYCTS IOJITO€e BPeMs OH HeyBepPeHHO po0opMoTalt:

— T-TyT HEMHOTO BOHSET...

Ero romnoc ctaHoBUIICSA BCE THlllE, TPeBpalllasiCh B KOMapuHbIM NUCK. Ci03 d MSMIINI, TPUBLIYHO
pacTsrvBasi OKOHYAHHS, ¥ 3TO 3By4asio He CTOIbKO KaK CTpax OMMOUTHCS, CKOJIbKO KaK ITOIBITKA T10-
NETCKU ITOKQHIOUUTE.

[ToaToMy, mocie CTpaHHOU CeKyHAHOU may3sl, Cr03 f ycibilian, Kak 3JIeKTPOHHBIM T'OJI0C, KOTOPBII
TI0 Ufiee He JOJIXKeH ObIJT *MeTh HUKAKUX 3MOIMH, pa3fpakKEHHO LBIKHYI:

— He xan1ousn.

Cr09 4 omemun 1 BEIIAJINI:

— 4 He...

— ITocMOTpH Ha ITOPOT MEePBOM IBEPH, — METONMYHO CKOMAHIOBala CUCTeMa. — [10f IOIKOH s
00yBH.

C109 §1 moMHuUI, 4TO TIEPBas [ABEPbh Bejla B KOMHATY TOTO CaMOro ankoronuka. OH MOCMOTPEN B
yKa3aHHOM HaIlpaBJIeHWU: Ha TIOKOCHUBIIENCS XKeIe3HOM MOJIKE BIIEPEMEIIKY CTOs7Ia 00YBb, a PSAIOM
TPOMO3[UTIHUCH yCThIe TEMHO-3€/IEHbIe OYTHIIKY U3-110]] CITUPTHOTO.

Cio03 4 monsn, uro 717 uMeeT B BUAY YTO-TO, CIPATAHHOE 3a OyTHIIKAMHU.

HecMOTps Ha TO YTO CHAPY2KX BOBCIO CBETHJIO COJIHIIE, KaXkKaasi KOMHATa 3[eCh Oblla MOTpyKeHa B
nonympak. Cio3 ¢, 3aTauB ObIXxaHUe, Ha IBIIOYKaxX Momgomén Onmxke. C KaXIbIM IIaroM 3arax
aJTKOTOJIs1 CTAHOBUIJICSI BCE T'YIIle, a TMIOAOIIBL U3aBal CyX0H IIIOPOX, TPYCh 0 OETOHHEIM 0.

C103 f1 cxkay masbIlbl, HAKJIOHWUIICS U YXBATHUII OOIBIIUM U YKa3aTeJIbHbIM MTalblaMU TOPJIBIIIKO
OyTHUIKY. PO30BEIE KOHYUKY €T0 TajIblleB OTpazKaau U3yMPYIHbIHA CBeT cTekia. OH CKJIOHUTI TOJIOBY,
BIJISIABIBASCh — U, YBUEB, UTO TaM JIEXKUT, B MTHOBEHUE OKa IIMPOKO pacClaxHy riasa.

— 9T0... — TpolenTasn oH. Ero COHHBIM OCIie YTPEHHUX COOBITHN MO3T MIHOBEHHO IIPOSICHUJICS,
CTOUJIO €My YBUMETh UTPYIIEUYHYIO0 MAIIUHKY.



C103 f1 Tak XOPOIIIO 3aIIOMHUIT €€, IOTOMY YTO yTPOM, Korfga Yy MuHYK0y OB B €T0 KOMHATe, TOT
TIOJHSJI 9Ty MAIIMHKY ¥ CIIPOCHUJI €T0 O Hel.

Xots yrpoM Cio3 4 OBIN B TaHUKE, OH MPOXKHUJI B TOM KOMHATe HECKOJIbKO OHEN U, KOHEYHO, TIOMHUJI
3Ty MIACTUKOBYIO0 UTPYIIKY. OT 0CO3HAHUS €TI0 0XBATHUII XOJIO,.

C103 4 cTosin mepeq MI0THO 3aKPHITOM ABEPBIO. BOKPYT OBIIO TUXO, CIIOBHO 3[IeCh HUKTO HE KU —
COBCEM He TakK, KaK B TOT [ieHb, KOT{]Ja OHYU IIPHUIIUIM CIOfla BIIEPBLIE U BCE OBIJIO HATIOJHEHO IIyMOM U
TBaJITOM.

['ycTeie pecHHIB APOorHyy, Horu Cio3 {1 cTanu BaTHHIMH.

— Ilouemy...

[Toyemy urpyliiedyHasi MalliHKa U3 eT0 KOMHATHE OKa3ajach 37eCh?

Ho oH He ycmen [OTOBOPUTE, KaK C3agu Pa3[alics II0POX.

Fyn-rymn...

YTo-TO KPYTJI0€ KaTHUJIOCh 10 HEPOBHOMY OETOHHOMY IIOJy, IIepeBanBasich ¢ 00Ky Ha OOK IPsSIMO 3a
criuaoi Cro3 4.

3BYK OBLT HETPOMKHM, HO M3-3a 3aMKHYTOI'O ITPOCTPAaHCTBA MOABEE30a OH OTO3BAJICA 3XOM, CIIOBHO
KaTHUJIOCh 3TO YTO-TO IIPAMO Yy HETO I101 yXOM.

— He 06oiicsi. — I7IeKTPOHHEBIN T'0JIOC, OOBIYHO TUIIEHHBIM KAKUX-TM00 MHTOHAIINH, B 3TOT MOMEHT
00pET yCIIOKauBaIOIIyI0 TBEPHAOCTh. 717 cka3an: — OOepHUCS...

717 ocekcs. Ou Bupen, 4To u 6e3 Toro 61enHoe nuio Cro3 4 cTano coBceM GenbiM, 3aTO YTONKY TJa3
TIOKPACHEIH, a TPeIeulyIie PeCHHUIIH IPUIaBaIi eMy HEBEPOSITHO XKAJIKWH 1 0e33aIUTHEIN BH]I.

[ToaTOoMy KECTKME CJI0Ba, KOTMla YeJIOBEK 3aCThUI OT CTpaxa, CJIOBHO OKaMEHEB, CMATYUIIUCE, CTaB
ITOX0XKKWMU Ha paccerBarlrecs objaka:

— Cr03 4, o6epHUCE...  psmoMm.

[Tpo1mio HeMaso BpeMeHH, TIpeXe YeM U3 TEMHOTH JJOHECCS C1alblil OTBET B HOC:

— Vry...



OH-To cornacuicst, Ho gyisi Cio3 51 9T0 GBIII0 MyYUTEIBHO TPYLOHO.

OH co0pascs ¢ IyXoM, HAaXMyPUJICS U, OIIYCTUB B3TJISIM, MEOJIEHHO ITOBepHYJICcs. [Ipexae ueM
IIOCMOTPETH B TY CTOPOHY, OTKYyHa OOHOCHUJICS 3BYK, OH IIOATOTOBUJICSA K CAaMOMY Xy[IIEMY — TJIa3HBIM
s107T0KaM, 4eJI0BeYEeCKHUM T'0JI0BaM MJIM Ipu3pakaM u3 Ilog3eMesns.

Brupouewm, Kakas pa3uuia? s Ciod A Bcé 9T0 OBIIO OIMHAKOBO Y2KaCHO.

Ecnu ato CIIy4YHUTCs, IIOOYMaJl OH, PEIINB UATH Ba-0aHK, TO OH TIIPOCTO 3aIlyCTHUT B HETO 6YTBIHKOfI. B
KOHIIE€ KOHIIOB, HEJIb34 K€ IIPOCTO TakK... IO3BOJIUTH cebst ChecTh?

9T0 XKe Tak 06ugHO, V-y-V!

—A?

C103 f1 3aCTHLN C TIYIBIM BhIpaXKeHueM Juia. Ero riasa pacumpuinuch 0T YIUBIIEHUS, U BCS €T0
PEIIMMOCTh MTHOBEHHO YJIETYYHUIIaCh.

Ila 1 He3ayeM OBLTIO TOTOBUTHCS.

[ToToMy 4TO 3TO OBIJIO SHIIO.

3HAKOMOE, YEPHOE SHIIO.

Cro5 4 cMoTpen Ha Hero — upaeanbHO TafKoe, 6ecTsiee, yrolnbHO-4€pHOe, OHO IIOCIYITHO 3aMepPIIo
y ero Hor. Ci03 4 o4yBCTBOBaJI, KaK KPYXKHUTCS I'0JIOBA, a Ha AYIIe CTal0 KaK-TO CTPAHHO.

Ecnu OBl OH HAILIET 3TO SHUII0, KOTAA TOJIBKO IIOTEPSIN IleHKa, OH Obl, KOHEYHO, YOUBUIICS, HO He
pas3myMbIBasi CripsiTan Ol eT0 B 0feXKAy ¥ TahkoM YHEC fioMoii. Ho mociie Toro, 4To CIIy4uIioch
TIPOITOH HOYBI0, CI03 £ HEMHOTO MOAyMaJl, IOHKas I'yObl ¥ TUXOHBKO OTCTYITHUII B CTOPOHY.

YépHoe S0, 10 3TOT0 HEABUKHO JIezKaBIlee Y HOT, TOXKe MOAIPHITHYJIO U IIePEMECTHIIOCH CIIe[IoM
3a HUM.

Cos d: — ...

— 717... — ronoc Cro3 4 3agpoxain. — O-0H 4To, COOMPaeTCs MEHs CheCTh?

717: — .2



Kakoe-To BpeMsi 4eioBeK U 3JIEKTPOHHBIN Pa3yM MOJTYaIH.

— I'M... mymMaio, — CIIyCTs monroe BpeMs 717 3aroBopuil Kak MOXKHO Msrde, 605Ch, 4TO 110601
pe3kuil ToH HamyraeT Ci03 f, KOTOPHIM, Ka3aiock, ObIJI TOTOB yIIacTh B 00MOPOK, — AyMaio, BpSiH JIH.

— B-BoT kak. — C103 f1 moBepun 717 Ha CI0BO, COBEPIIEHHO 3a0bIB, UTO UX COI03 [JIUTCS MEHbIIE
noyngHsi. OH 06JIerYE€HHO BHIIOXHYJI, HEMHOTO IIPUAS B ce0s1, U, He Beps CBOUM I'Jla3aM, CHeJlal elé
OOVH IIar. AUI0 CHOBa MOCIYIIHO TEPEMECTHUIIOCH CIIETOM.

C103 4 cmancs.

OH CTOsJI Ha MeCTe, PaCTEePSIHHO TIISAs Ha SIUI0, ¥ HAKOHEIl He BhIIepKall:

— W-u 4TO MHe Temeph genaTh?

— YT0 X0Uellb.

— He TBI 11 TOBOPUJI, YTO XOYelllb IPOUTU UTPY? — BHE3AMHO crpocun 717. — Torga ciyiiaii MeHs...
BLICU[IU €TO0.

Cro5 f1 MeqiyIeHHO IPOTAHY:

— A-a...

CrnoBo BRICHOETH OH, KOHEYHO, ITOHAJI, HO OOHO OEJI0 IIOHUMATh, a IPyroe — nOejarThk.

717 He 3ameTun comHenu# Ci03 4 u muih HeOpeKHO HAIOMHUIT €My IIPUXBATUTD Ty UTPYIIEUHYIO
MaIlUHKY:

— Hy Xe, THI Beb He MOXKeIllb IUIIATH PEOEHKA BECETIOT0 BPEMEHH [JI UTP?

Croo d: — ...

OH elé He POIUIICS, a TH yKe OyMaelsb 0 Oymymem!

[MTogrousiemeit 717, C109 f ¢ caMbIM CepbE3HEIM BUIOM IIOJHSJI C II0JIa IJIAaCTHKOBYIO MAIIMHKY U
coOpa’scs yXOOuThb.

Ho xak TOIBKO OH HamnpaBuCH K JieCTHulle, 717 CHOBa ero 0CTaHOBUIL.



— Thl 4TO memnaelb? — HemoBepuuBoO crpocun 717. — Cobupaenibcst HecTu pebEHKa 00paTHO K
mamnoyke?

Yro?

— ThI Tak 1 MOMAEIB C AULIOM, KOTOPOE TalUTCs 3a To60M cnemomM? — 717 B3rISHYI Ha SHUIIO,
KOTOPOe YHBIIO ceMeHmIo 3a Cio3 f, u HanmoMHUI: — U Kak Tkl 00BSICHHUIIL 3TO OCTAJIbHBIM?

Xopo1uy BOIIpoc.

C103 f1 OBITT 3aCTUTHYT BPaCILIOX.

— He momHuMaiics, uou majbIlle HAMPaBo.

— 0-0, xopomio. — C105 4 HEeBHATHO 0TO3BAJICA.

C Tex mop KaK OH Hayas cnymath 717, OH, KaXKeTCs, MOTHOCTHI0 0TKA3aJICS OT CITIOCOOHOCTH MEBICITUTE
caMoCTosITeNbHO. [laxke ecmu Ot 717 pemmun ero nponath, Cio3 4, HaBepHOE, caM Obl yIakKoBasl cebs
B KOPOOKY.

[ToaTomy, yxons, Cio3 § coBepIIeHHO He 3aMeTHJI, UTO KUTEJU IIePBOT0 3Taxa BefyT cebs
TIOI03PUTENIBHO THXO.

CnoBHO YepemnaxH, CIPSITaBIIMECS B IAHIUPb, OHU O0SIHUCH aXke HOCA BHICYHYTh.

CreBa X1y Bce 00MTaTeNu IOMa, ClipaBa Oblyia mycTasi 3a6polleHHast 30Ha OJIsST BCIKOT0 XJlamMa. dYeM
asbIlle OHM IIJTH, TEM TeMHEee CTaHOBHIIOCHh BOKPYT. Korma Cios 1 060 4TO-TO CIIOTKHYJICS U, OEIIeHO
KOJIOTSICh CeP/IIeM, YXBaTHJICS 3a CTeHY, OH HaKOHEIl YCIIbIIIaa KOMaHAy, YTO MOXKHO OCTAaHOBHUTHCS.

3mech OBLIO TOPA3Mo THIIE U TeMHee, YeM B TOM YaCTH Kopumopa, Ho Cio3 f1, BO3MOXKHO, IIOTOMY 4TO
Teneph MPUKUMAJ K TPYOU 9TO CTPaHHOE SHII0, yKe He YyBCTBOBAJI TAKOTO CHUIBHOTO CTpaxa.

OH nuurs 6pe3TIKBO ITOMOPIIUIICS, TONKAs ABEPh B IIYCTYI0O KOMHATY, ¥ TYT e OBaXKIbl YUXHYII OT
TIOOHSIBIIIEHCS IIBIIH.

— [Ipoxonu, — cka3zan 717.

OueHb yemUHEHHAS KOMHATA.

Cro3 4, mpuxuMas K cebe S0, Cell Ha MbITbHBIM CTAphIi MaTPac ¥ C IIOKPACHEBIIINMY TTa3aMu
npomenTan 717:



— Ecnu KTO-HI/IGYJIB 30eCh MEHA YOApPHUT, OCTAJIbHBIE TOYHO HE Y3HAIOT.

C Bupy Cros 4 Ka3ancs TUXUM U Me[JTUTEeIbHBIM [TapeHbKOM, HO Ha CaMOM [ieJie OH JIto0uI mo6osTaTh
C TeMH, K KOMY IIPUBBIKAJL.

Wnorpa ero ciosa gaxe MOTJIA PaCCMEIINTE.

717 He 3acMesJICSI ¥ He OTBETHUJI, JIUIIDb TOTOPOIIVII €TI0 BEICUKUBATH SIUI0, YTOOR TOCKOPEe
BEPHYTHCS HaBepX, T0OKa HUKTO He 3aMeTHUII.

Pa3 3T0 uépHoe SHI0 MoMajo B urposoe [Tom3eMennbe, 3HAUYUT, OHO OBIJIO HEOOBIYHBIM. [TOMKUMO TOTO,
YTO OHO GBICTPO POCIIO, CIIOCO0 BBUIYIIEHUS TOXKE OTIMYAJICS OT OPYTUX SHUII.

Ho, mo cyTu, BCE CBOOUIIOCH K OMHOMY — €My HY2KHO OBLIIO TETJIo.

Kak Tonbko HexkHas Oeas Koxka KHUBOTa KOCHYJIAch XOJIOMHOM TBEPHOH cKopaymbl, Cio3 S HEBOIHHO
B3ApOrHy/. Ho 5110 ObIJI0 KKUBHIM: IIOUYBCTBOBAB TEIINI0, OHO CaMO IIPUABUHYJIOCH Onuxke. Ero
CMYTHBHIN y30p C IETKUMU HEPOBHOCTSIMH, MIOTUPASICh 0 HEXKHYIO KOXY, 3acTaBusl Ci03 d TUXOHBKO
IACKHYTh.

Ero pgeixanue OBIIO JIETKUM U CNTafKUM, HAIONHSAS KOMHATY, TIe e0UHCTBEHHOE OKHO OBLIO 3aBEeIIeHO
CTapoy KpacHOM GapxaTHOM TKaHbI0. Ka3amoch, Jaxe B 9TOM OaBHO IYCTYIOIIEM IIOMEIIEHNN CTajl0
KaK-TO YIOTHEe.

B nonmympake BpeMsi CJIOBHO 3aMe[IIUI0 CBOM Oer.

Cros 4 He 3HaJ, CKONIBKO IPOUITO BpeMeHU. OOHOU PYKOU OH IpUOepKUBAJl OfEeXAy, IPyroi — caMo
auro. Cugsg B KOMHaTe, 3aJINTOM KPaCHBIM CBETOM, OH TaK YTOMUIICS, YTO €[IBa He 3aCHYJI, ¥ JIUIIb
KOTZla TOYyBCTBOBAJI, UTO SUII0 B €70 PyKax OIIyTUMO YBEJIMYUIIOCh B pa3Mepax, HEMHOTO IIPHUIIET B
ce0sl.

Y006 Ty4llle pacCMOTPETS $iitio, Cio3 4, perus, YTO OH OYEHb YMHBIH, TOIBEPHYII OI€XK Y, 3aXKaJl
€€ momr0OPOIKOM U OIyCTUII B3TJIsiA. Ho TyT XKe 3aCThII.

OH 0BT HAaCTOJIBKO OIIEJIOMJIEH, YUTO aXke KOTMa SHUI0 B eT0 PyKaX BHE3AMHO TOIKHYIIO €ro, ¥ OH
ITOBAJIMIICS Ha KPOBaTh, HEe Cpa3y IPHUILIEN B cebs.

OH yBuUME, YTO B CKOPJIyIle MOSBUIACh OHIPKA.

A 13 Heé moKas3aoch...



[TymmmcThiil cobauuid XBOCT?
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