Tak Cy e HaKOHeI-To Jo0uIach CBOEro U OTIIPABUIIACh HA HOYHOE CBUAAHKE C UMIIepaTopoM. B
TIOCJIeAYIOIIKe THU 5 MOYTH He BHUeja € — II0CJie TOM HOYM OHa CTajla HeBEPOSITHO 3aHSITON 0COOO0H.
XOTsI IO JOIKHOCTH 5T IMeJIa IIPaBO PACIOPSIKAThCS CIMCKOM TeX, KTO IPOBOIUT HOYS ¢ 1I310HE JIo,
OOBIYHO 5 JIUIIE IOAMKCHBasa OyMary, a MopsiioK 0YePEIHOCTH MeHSI COBEPILIEHHO He BOJIHOBAJ.

4, Kak 00bI4HO, 3abaBmsiyiack HOBOM O6e3eNyIIKOoM, TofapeHHoN MHe Yxkaou XaHb, U C
YIOBOJIbCTBHEM YIINIeTasla GPYKTH, KOTOPHIE YUCTHIM [OJIT MeHs ciayru. Ha myire OBITO JT6TKO, ¥ JIUIIE
u3penka s BcnomuHasa o Cy [e.

[Tpomen emre npuMepHo Mecsll, u Cy [le ctasna riaBHou modumutein 1385 Jlo.

— Bame BenuuectBo, s ke roopuna! TonbKo MOCMOTpUTE Ha I'yidau, oHa... — Csio ®aH cHOBa
Hayajla BOPYarTh.

— Cso ®aH, Hy TH Xe 3Haelllb MeHs1. MHe BCE paBHO. K ToOMy XKe, KOT[la BOKPYT TUIINHA U TOKOU —
3TO JaXke XOpOIIo, Bedb... — f, pasymeeTcs, ymoidana 06 ocTambHOM. M3-3a Toro, uto 113t0Hb JI0
ocriman Cy [le cBoeit MUIOCTHIO, OOJIBIIMHCTBO CTPAXKHUKOB U CITYT MIEPEKTIOUNINCEH Ha He€. A MHe
3TO TOJILKO Ha PYKY — MOXKHO TaKOM YIU3HYTh U3 JBOPIIA IOTYISATh. YeCTHOE CII0BO, 3TO OBIIO
HacTodIlee cYacThe, Xa-Xa-xa!

Kak pa3s kKorpa g nnpegasajach 3TUM NPUSATHBIM BOCIIOMUHaHUAM, npuiia Cy [e.

— IlpuBeTcTByI0 UMnepaTpuily. [IlaBHO He BUIENUCH, I TaK 10 BaM cKyd4asna, — Cy [le ssBumach Ko
MHE B COTIPOBOKIEHUH IEJION CBUTHI CITy2KaHOK.

YBupes €€, g TyT ke Benena Csao ®aH ymanuThCs, BCTala U C TEIJIOTOM MOAOLINA K TOCThE:

— Ax 1HI, Cy [le, CTOJIbKO BPpeMeHH IIPOIIUIO, a Th TOJIBKO CeHYac pelnia HaBeCTUTh MeHs1! Bumumo,
Halll7la HOBYO JII000Bb U 3a0blyia CTAPYIO MIOOPYTY.

4 cobupanach, Kak 00BIYHO, O0HATH €€, HO He ycIesla flaXke MPOTAHYTh pyKH, Kak Cy [le oTcTynuia
Ha [apy LIaroB:

— Bame BenuuecTBo, s &1y pe6eHKa, 60I0Ch, YTO...

Oro! Pe6énok! Kak xe 3T0 3aMeuaTenbHo! Y MeHs B I'1a3ax 3aCHUSAIN 3BE300YKH:

— Ckopee, He yTpyXkpaii ce6s1, camguch ObicTpee! — 4 yXke mpencTaBisia, Kak 6yny HIHIUTh
MaJIeHbKOT'0 ITPUHIIA UK MIPUHIIeccy. Moumnus.

Cy [le BUHOBATO MPOU3HECTIA:



— HpOCTI/ITe, Baiiie BenuuecTso, HMIIEPATOP CTAal TAKUM IIPUJIAITYMBEIM. Adc TPYOOM BEIKPOHJIA
BpeMi, YTOOBI 3arjiadHyTh K BaM, HO TeII€ePb MHE I10Pa BO3BPAIIIAThECH.

Bot kak? 3HauuT, 3TOT ManbyuliKa 1[310Hb JIo Tak CUIBHO JOPOXKUT CBOeH XeHUuHoU. Hy u nagHo.
[Toiimy Torma pa3Biiekych ¢ Xya-}aii.

— Kakas xanocts. Cs0 4, npuHecu Ty XKeMuyKUHY U3 Moeu KoMHaTH U otgail Cy e. Ilycts 3T0
OyzmeT MOMM IIOapPKOM B UeCTh OyOyIlero MaaeHbKOr0 CYaCT/INBYUKA.

Cy [Ie cxaja MO0 PYKY:

— Bbnaropapio Bac, Bame BenuuectBo. — OHa Bejena ciyre 3a0paTh XKeM4yXKHUHY, KOTOPYIO
npusecna Cso 4, u ynanunace. ['an4 el Bcien, 1 yaelOHynack. [1oxoxke, OH HAIIEN CBOI UCTUHHYIO
m060Bb. YTO K, IPUIILJIO BPEMS AJISI APYTOi JOTOBOPEHHOCTH.

— Cs0 4, Csi0 ®aH, nouu! HaBectuMm Xya-¢hsii. [JaBHEHBKO MBI HE BULEIUCh, PYKHU YELTYTCS
BBIUTPATh HEMHOTO fieHeT. — f1 mpuxBaTHiIa uX ¢ co60M, B3siIa ellé Mapy MaJlo3HaKOMEBIX CITYT 1
IIOKVHYJIa aBopel O3HyaHs.

Y Xya-¢ait Kak pa3 cobpamnucs lly-¢ait u 113eroi [yH.

— KakuMm BeTpoM Bac Bcex ciofia 3aHecyo? M gaxe He mo3Baiu MeHs! Pa3Be Mbl 00JIbIlle He IOAPYTH?

— M=l Kak pa3 o Tebe TOBOPUIIM, a TH TYT Kak TyT. BoT aTo cymeba! — Xya-¢hait mocnemumna ycaguthb
MEHS 3a CTOJI.

qa IIpucejia 1 IOCMOTpPEJIa Ha HHUX:

— O uém 3T0 BHI? YBEpeHa, HUYero xopoiuero. Paccka3wiBaliTe, Oyoy Bac HaKa3hBaTh.

OnHu neperasgHyIUCh, MOJTYalu, ¥ HaKoHel] L[3etoii [IyH peluacs:

— Baine BenmuuecTBo, MBI 00CYyKaanu...

¢, KOHEeYHO, IOHKUMAJIa, 0 YEM pedys. Korpa gomnro OPY2KUIIB, ITIOSABIIEHHE TOM, KTO OTHUMAaeT BCE
BHUMaHN€E KMIIEPATOpa, Hen30eKHO CTAaHOBUTCS TEMOK OJisi Pa3roBOpPOB.

— JlagHo-napmHO, He 6yay Bac Haka3bBaTh. [laBaliTe JIydllle ChIrpaeM B KapThl, 5 3aCTaBIIIO Bac
IIPOUTPATH ¥ MIPU3HATh MOE MACTEPCTBO.

— Xopoio, Bamre BennyecTBo, s 0 CUX IIOP IIOMHIO, CKOJIBKO [JeHeT Bhl Y MEHSI BEIUTPa/Iu B



IIPOLIIEIN pa3, — oTo3Banach Lly-¢aii.

M&I morpy3unuch B urpy. [IBa yaca mposeTeNn He3aMeTHO, U 51 0CTajlach B OTPOMHOM BHIMTPHIIIIE.

— Xu-Xu, BCE, s TIOIIIa, CEeTONHS ObIT OTTUYHEIN neHb! — 4 yxe cobupanack yxomuTh, Ho LI3etoit [IyH
nperpajpuiia MHe yTh. — Barre BenuuecTBo, BB 04eHb 0o0past, HO s BCE XKe CKaxXy: HeOlIarogapHbIi
YyeJIOBEeK BCerga OCTaHEeTCS TaKUM, CKOJIBKO eT0 HA KOPMH.

Xya-¢au nobaBuna:

— Bame BenmuuecTBo, Cy [le B KOHIIE KOHIIOB HE TOT Ye€JI0BEK, KOTOPOMY CTOUT TaK 6€30I0BOPOYHO
BEPUTb.

[ITy-dait moxiomnasna MeHs 10 miedy, u 6e3 cj0B ObLIO TIOHATHO, YTO OHA UMEET B BUAY.

— O uém BrI? MIiepaTop HAIIEN CBOI0 UCTUHHYIO J1t000Bb, Cy [le obpesia CyzKeHOTo, 3TOTO BEIb
IOCTATOYHO, HE TaK Mu? — 4 yIna BMECTe CO CBOUMHU CIIyTaMHu.

Xya-}a¥t u ocTasbHbEIe CMOTPENI MHE BCJIe[] ¥ Kadalyd T0JI0BaMy.

— Hly-¢oaiu, L13eto0it [IyH, MBI JOMKHE 00eperath MMmnepartpuiy.

— CornacHHL.

Beuepowm s nexaina B IOCTEJH, YCTaBUBIIUCH B ITOTOJIOK. HebnmaromapHas? BoaMmoxHo. Ho Kakoe MHe
10 3TOTO feno? 3aBTpa nouay norosopio ¢ LI310HE Jlo. C 3TOM MEICIBIO S 3aKphUIa I7la3a U yCHyIa.

Ha cnenytomiee yTpo MeHs pa30ygunu Kpuku. Cso @aH miakasa psgoM:

— Bame Benmuuectso, 6ema! Y ryiidai ciy4duncs BLIKUABIIL, ¥ TENEPh, TENEPh OHA YTBEPKOAET, YTO
3TO B HaBpenuiu eé pe6EHKy! ['oBopuT, YyTO BUuepa oHa Oblia TOIBKO Y Hac!

4 TyT XKe npocHynack. Yto? Beikupgrwi! Bcé KoHYEHO, MaJleHbKOT0 IIPHHIIA WM IIPUHIIECCH 00JIbIle
HEeT.

— CKopee, IOMOTUTE MHE OIEThCH...

B aTOoT MOMeEHT B moKou BopBacs LI3t0Hs Jlo.

— Kakoe emé omneBanue?! 113u MaHcy, 51 1 He IyMaJl, YTO THl HACTOJIBKO 37100Ha, YTOOH! IIOTYyOUTD



HepoxpeHHoe guTsa! Ctpaxka! O0bsIBUTH MOM yKa3: MMnepaTpulia nuiieHa qoOpogeTen u
3aMbICIHIa 3100essHAe. HU3M0XUTE €€ U 3aTOUUTh B XOJIOAHBIN ABOpe!

4 cMoTperna Ha pa3bIpPEHHOI0 UMIIEPATOPA, U B AyIlle He IIeJIOXHYJIOCh HU Kamu 0omu. He oxupana
g takoro ot Cy [le... BupouewMm, HeBaxHO. IT0 ux fgena. Ho B XosopHbIM ABOpeET 51 HE X04y. Pa3 yx
BCE 3aIIlI0 TaK JaleKo, TO...

4 cema Ha KpoBaTHu 1 MocMoTpena Ha LI310HE JIo:

— Pa3 yx Brl HacTavBaeTe Ha HU3/I0XKEHUY, IOMHUTE JIX BbI, 4TO MOKOMHEIM UMIIEPATOP HapoBall
MHe 30JI0TYI0 TabJINYKYy, JapyoOLIyl0 UMMYHUTET K cMepTu? Cso 4, mpuHecH ee€.

Cso0 {, cTogBiIas psagoM, ocTaBajgach HeBO3MYTUMOM. B oTnuune ot prigatomed Cso ®aH, 0Ha IPOCTO
[ocTajla U3 TalHUKA Ty caMylo TabInuuKy.

4 B3sia e€ B pyKu:

— XoTs TabnuyKa IpegHa3HayeHa He [JIs 9TOro, Bh Beb 0YEeHb XOTHUTE €€ BePHYTh, He Tak au? YTo
X, 1 0OMEHII0 eé...

— II3u MaHcy, gaxe He gymaii! Tutyna UMnepaTpulibl TH He JOCTOXHA.

4 mokauyasia rojioBO:

— Her, g MeHsI10 e€ Ha cBoOOfy. {1 X0Uy MOKMHYTH JBOPEI] U IlepecTaTh ObTh MriepaTpuiieii. A xouy
ObITH TPocTO L3 MaHCy 13 moMecThs reHepasa. — 9 BcTasa u mogouina K Hemy. — K Tomy ke, Bu
obellany MHE: KaK TOJIbKO HalIETe UCTUHHYIO JTI000BB, I CMOT'Y IepecTaTh OhITh Balliel KeHO.
[To3ppagnsito, umnepaTop-0paTel], xkejnao Bam cyacTbd. — 9 MpoTsHyNIa eMy TaOlIUuKy.

4 pa3BepHyachk ¥ IoMoria mopHAThCS Csgo PaH, KoTopas 3a/uBajiach Clie3aMu:

— Hy Bc€, xBaTuT miakats. MBI BO3BpallaeMcCs B IOMECThE.

— Cso 4, cobupait Bellly, TOMOTH MHe TepeofeThcs. iMmepaTop, mpoiry Bac, yxonute. Yepes dac 4
caMa IIOKKHY ABOPELL.

[1310Hb JIo cMOTpes Ha TabONIUYKY B CBOUX PYKaX.

— I3u MsHcy, npoBanuBau oTClofga HeMenjeHHO! — OH pa3BepHYJICA U, B3MaXHyB PyKaBaMU, BhIIIEN
13 fBoplia PaHIyaHs.



¢ mpoBopuia ero B3rasamoM. Hukakoi 60M, TOMBKO MyCcTOTa. TOT MaylIbYiK, C KOTOPEIM MBI BMECTE
poCH, U3MEHUIICS. Bripoyem, mydiie mogasbiie oT ABopia. 2Kaab TOTBKO, He 3HA0, KOTAa OH
TIEPECTAHET 3JIUTHCST — HE XOTEJI0Ch OB TEPSITH TAKOTO APYTa.

— Cso 4, He yTpykpaa¥cs, BO3bMU TOJILKO caMoe BaxkHoe. OcTabHOe... IOCMOTPHU, €CTh JIM ¥ HaC elle
CITyTH, KOTOPEIM MOXKHO [IOBEPSTH, IyCTh Pa3madyT YKpalleHus Xya-hau 1 ocTaJbHEIM. BCE paBHO s
MU He T0JIb3YIOCh, a TAlllUTh TsAXkKeno. byaeT Kak pacImaTa 3a TO, YTO 5 CIUIIKOM MHOTO
BBIUTPHIBaIa. — f BeITHpasa ciélrl Csgo ®aH, moka Cso A cobuparna Belu.

He mpomino u 4aca, Kak BCE ObLIO TOTOBO. [IBa HEOOMBIIMX CYHAYKA CTOSIM Ha IOJy. f moTpenana
Cs0 ®an 1o ronose:

— TToexanu gomoi! MHTEpeCHO, CKyYas i 10 MHe OTell.

M&I cenu B KapeTy U [oexXaju [0 OBOPIIOBEIX BOPOT, I'le HAC y&Ke Xmanu Xya-(Gai u ocTalbHBIE.

— OcranoBure!

4 BeITa U3 KapeThl, ¥ Xya-(}haii mepBo nogbexkana KO MHE:

— Baime BenmuuecTBo, Kak xe s 0ymny 6e3 Bac!

— Hy 4To THI Takoe roBopuinb? Bl XKe mpeKpacHO 3HaeTe, YTO 5 00JIbIIle BCETO Ha CBETe MeyTasa
BBIOpPATHCS OTCIOMA. BaM CTOMT pafmoBaThCs 3a MeHs. — A mocMmoTpena Ha Yxkaou Xaub. — 2Kanb
TOJIbKO, 4UTO G0sbilie He Oyay mpoOoBaTh TBOM BKYCHBIE Omtofa. — 1 KOrfa-To MbITanach YYUThCS y
Heé TOTOBUTh, HO OCBOMJIA JINLIL a3kl [lony4yanoch cbefo0HO, HO He TaK BOCXUTUTENILHO, KaK y Hee.

Yskaou XaHb yIHIOHYIaCch, He IPOPOHUB HU CJIOBA.

¢4 mompoIanack co BCeMH, HaloclneqokK 6PoCuB: He 3a0bIBaiTe 0 Halllel gpyxk06e TOIBKO MMOTOMY, UTO
MeHs 0O0JIbIlle HET PSIOM, — U yexasa.

— Cecrtpa Xya-¢au... — Tux0 1mo3pana Ll3etoi [IyH.

Xya-(hait BMUT CMEHMIIA CBOIO MSTKYIO VIHIOKY Ha XOJIOMHYIO:

— Hy u ny, ata ryidaii... CecTpsl, KaK AyMaeTe, KaKOM ITOAApOK HaM IIPETIOJHECTH el B OTBET?

[ly-¢ait mo-npexkHEMY ybI0aIach, HO OT e€ yIbIOKM CTaHOBUIIOCH He TI0 cele:

— Tloka 6nita iMmepaTpuiia, Mbl 3a0kIBaIM, YTO IOMAJKM BO ABOPeEI 61arogapsi COOCTBEHHBIM



YXUIIPEHUAM. Ho pa3 OHa yIilJia, HAalllh PYKKW PAa3BA3dHHI.

Xya-(ha1 mocMoTpena Ha HUX:

— WmMnepaTpuiia yexana. UYToObl Hallla CIIOKOMHAS XKU3Hb ITPOA0IKAJACh, TPUAETCS TPOSIBUTD
HEMHOTO CHOPOBKH. UTO XK, IyCTh Hallla I'yi¢3i CIOoJHA OLYTUT BCE TSATOTHI XKU3HU B ITyOUHE
[IBOpLA.

Ykaou XaHb MOJTYAsia, HO €€ ONMyNIeHHEIE PYKH CXKAJUCh B Ky/lakKu. Bamie BenuuecTso, He
TIepekuBaiTe, CKOPO Bhl CHOBA OyZeTe eCTh BKYCHYIO efy.

MeHbille 4eM yepe3 Yac MHI 1oOpaiuch 0 IOMeCThs reHepana. Ciayxu 0 HU3JI0XKEeHUU Pa3/IeTeNIuCh
10 BCEM yJIUIIaM, II09TOMY CJIyTH B IIOMECTbe CMOTPEeNIX Ha MeHSI C HECKPHIBaEMBIM 0€CIIOKOMCTBOM.
Bups ux nmuiia, s pemuruia MOAUIyTUTh:

— Hy uto Takoe? [TpoIiésn BCero rof, a Bbl yKe 3a0bIM CBOIO TOCIOXKY? JX, 6eccepaedHble, OfiHA 5
TyT rpymy.

— Barme BenmuuecTBo... TOCIIOXKa, YTO Bbl TaKoe roBopute! Kak MBI MOTI Bac 3a0BITh!

— BepHo, BepHo! Kem Ol BEI HU OBITH, BHI BCETfa Hallla TOCIOXKa!

— JlapgHo, magHo. Pas yX rocrmozxa BepHYyJach, faliTe el OTOOXHYTh, — II0flajia TOJIoC HSHS, KOTopas
BEIPACTHJIA MEHS U Tellepb yIpaBiisiia X03aUCcTBOM. — ['0CIioxkKa, eclid 3aKOHYUIIH, IIPOMANUTE BO ABOD,
reHepasl ¥ ero Cympyra XayT Bac.

— Xopo1uo, HAHA. — { BepHynIach B CBOU cTapkhle mokou ¢ Cs10 4 u Cg0 @aH. X0T4 s OONr0 3[eCh He
Obly1a, KOMHaTa OCTaBajlaCh TAKOW JKe YMCTOM, KaK U rof Ha3an. [IpuBens cebst B IOPSANOK, 1 ONHA
OTIIpaBUJIach BO [IBOP.

Mary1ka, yBUIEeB MeHsI, 6pocHIach HaBCTPeUy:

— Ox, modyeHbKa MOS, HacTpapmanack Tel! 11310HE JI0, STOT Mep3aBel, ...

91 obHsIA eé:

— Bcé xopomro, maMm. Huyero co MHOUM He CITy4HIOCh, IPOCTO CMEHMJIA MECTO IJid pa3BnedeHui. Hy
XBaTUT, MaM, 5 ceidac 3aJOXHYChb!

OHa TyT ke pa3xkKaja 00bSITHS.



— JlapgHo, He 6ymeM 00 aToM. Moy cafuch, OTEl XO04YeT € TOOOM ITOTOBOPUTS.

— Cympyra, TH XOTh BCIIOMHUIA 000 MHE, — C JIETKUM YIIPEKOM MIPOU3HEC OTell. MaTylIKa
paccMesinach:

— 4 ke mpuBesna K Te0e TBOIO JIIOOUMYIO JOUKY!

M=l cenu B Oecenke Ha KaMeHHEIe CKaMbu. OTelIl [I0JIr0 CMOTPEIT Ha MeHsI, a IIOTOM CITPOCHII:

— Jouka, Tebe... TPyCTHO?

4 yousuiacs:

— I'pyctrO? O uéMm? AX, T OOHIIBCS, YTO 1 6yOy CKy4aTh 110 ABOPIIOBOM pocKoIu u 3abymy Bac? Hy
YTO THI, 51 HE TaKas.

Martymika JIETOHBKO YHapuiia MeHs 10 TOJIOBE:

— [mymblmKa, oTell CIipalikBaeT, TPYCTHO U Tebe W3-3a TOro, 4TO TeOs HU3TOXKUIIH.

— Her, xoneuHo! f1 Begp u He X0TeJla UATH BO OBOPEIl. BCE oTel BUHOBAT, 3a4eM-TO 3AIUXHYJI MEHS
TyHa, OO CUX IIOp He IMOWMY, YTO y Hero OBIJIO Ha yMe.

— BoT uMeHHO, BO BCEM BHHOBAT THI!

— [Ila xak g Mor 3HaTh! LI3t0HE JIo obe1arn, 4To 6YJIGT 6epeqb MOIO 0OYb, BOT 4 X COT'JIACHIICA.

— HOBepI/IJ'[ CJIOBaM MaJIbYHUIIIKH, a em'e' BEJIMKKUM I'€éHepPajioM Ha3bIBaEUIbC!

— Cynpyra, Hy He HaJo Tak...

Onu cHoBa Hauanu. C feTCTBa MPUBHIK/IA K 3TOMY. JIafiHO, He OyOy MOPTUTh UM UOUILINIO, JTydIlle
yimy. 4 copBanack ¢ MecTa u nobexkana. OTel] KpUKHYJ BCIIe[:

— Iouka! B Gnuxkaiiiiee BpeMs He T'yJIsH Tfie 10Iaio, TBOM 6paT cKopo BepHETCS ¢ mobemoii! He
3a0ymb IPUTOTOBUTH €MY IIOHAPOK!

— Ilonsana! — 4 noGexarna go cBoet komHaTh. HacTpoenue y Csso ®aH 3aMeTHO YIy4IIUAIIOCH, IO
KpalHey Mepe, OHa llepecTalla BCXJIUILIBATD.



— locmoxka, UMIepaTop Takou Heromsy, g... — Cso ®aH cxkKaja KyJlaKu, TOTOBAs UATH B OOH.

¢l neroHBKO LIENKHYJIA €€ 10 HOCY:

— Ycnoxkoiicsi. TBoé KyHT-(y maxe cnabee, uem y Csio f, He 71€3b Ha POXKOH.

Csio ®aH moTEpa HOC:

— Hy pasBe 310 ofHO 1 TO Xke? Cs10 { Bemp Bel yuunu nu4dHo! [lyMato, Jaxe COIgaThl TeHepasa He
CIIPaBATCS C HEU.

Csio 4, ycnrlliaB, YTO peysb 3alllyla 0 Hel, Iofo1a Onmxe:

— l'ocmoxka, MOXKeT OBITE...

— Crort, CTOII, XBaTUT Pa3roBOpoB 0 Apakax. [Toxoxke, Bb 3a0bIIN BCE, UEMY S BaC y4uia BO JBOPIIE.
FOHbIe meByIIKYU JOMKHE 6epeub cebs. JlagHo, mpoexanu. Korma OpaT BepHETCS U yemeT 10 [enaM,
MBI BMECTE OTIIPABUMCS IIyTEeIIeCTBOBATh IT0 MUPY.

Csio ®aH u Cs0 {1 KUBHYJIM U PA30IIIKACH I10 CBOMM fieiaM. f JieTJia Ha IIe3JIOHT U YCHYJIa — BCE-TaKH
CerogHs MeHs IONHSIN HU CBET HU 3apsi, 04eHb XOTEeJIOCh criaTh. Ho... TOKa 5 craja 3TU [Ba 4aca,
Lztoub JIo 06bsBun Cy [Ie HoBoM MMmepaTpuilei.

Korpa 51 mpocHynacs, yxke 61u3unoch BpeMs yxuHa. OX, KakeTcs, Ka4eCTBO MOETro CHa 3HaUUTEJIbHO
ynyuiuaock. Cg0 i Bomia U paccka3saia o noctymnke LI3ioHs JIo. { muiis KuBHysIa — MOJI, IIOHSIA.
Csio 4 ymna. {1 BcTana, NOTSHyNIach — Ha [Oyllle CTAJO Jlerdye, — U Pellnia CXOOUTh Ha KYXHIO,
IIPOBEPUTH, He 3a0blyia U 1 HaBBIKK, KOTOPEIM yuniia MeHs Yxkaou XaHb.

Ha kyxHe CyTH, yBULEB MeHs, TyT XKe OKPYKUJIU:

— T'ocmoxa, BBl IPOTONIOAATKCH? MBI TOJTBKO YTO MIPUTOTOBUIIM JIOTOCOBOE TTIeYeHbe, He XOTHUTE
nornpo6oBaTh?

— l'ocoxa, Y MeéH{ KaK Pa3 CBapHUJIaCh Kadllla C TaCTOYKUHBIMHA THé3I];aMI/I, MOXKEeT, HEMHOT0?

— TI'ocmoxa...

— JlapgHO, g He TOJI0ONHA, IPOCTO X049y HEMHOTO IIOIIPAKTUKOBAThCS. 3aHUMauTeCh CBOUMU felaMy, S
He Oymy MelIaTh. — f BeXJIMBO OTKa3ajlach U MOMAOIIIA K CBOOOIHOM TIJIUTE, BCIIOMUHAS YPOKHU.

CJ'IYTI/I IeperndanblBaIiCh, IBHO 2KeJjlasd 4YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO MOJIYaJlIH. Ecnm ToT OypaK He OIIEHUIT UX



TOCIIOXKY, TO IIyCTh OCTaeTCs AYpPaKoM, 3a4eM PaCCTpanuBaTh €€ NUIITHUY pa3?

[Tpomwio emé gBa mHS. BCé 3TO BpeMs s 4yBCTBOBasa, YTO CIIYTH BeOyT cebsi CO MHOU Yepecuyp
yCIyKiuBo. BripouyeM, mycTh 6ymeT Kak OyneT, r1aBHOe — MHe KOMGOpTHO. CerofiHs BepHYJCS MOU
Opat, LI3u Yaomu. [TocKonbKy OH BepHYJICS C mo0eno, To cHavaila OTIIPaBUJICS Ha JOKJIam K
MMIIEPATOPY U TOIBHKO K MOTYIHIO ITPUOBIT B TOMECThE.

MEI, KOHEYHO Xe, YCTPOUJIA TOPKECTBEHHYIO BCTpeuy. YBUeB MeHd, [13u Yaouu TyT XKe nogjeTen u
KPETKO OOHSII:

— V-y-y, mos 6epmHas cecTpénka! 113toHb JI0o mpocTo He yenoBeK. C CEerOmHSIIHEr0 IHSI OH MHE
6onbie He apyr! CecTpéHKa...

4 130 Bcex CuJl INhTanach OTLENUTHCS, HO OH IIPUJINAII, KaK OaHHBIN JIKCT. TYT BMeEIIalaChk MaTyIIKa:

— XBarturt, Csg0 Ilu, otycTtu cectpy. K TOMy Xe, BCE yzKe IIPOIII0, K 4eMy 00 3TOM TOBOPUTH?

— He xouy! CTonbKo BpeMeHU He BU[EJ CECTPY, YTO, HeIb3sl 00HATH? MaM, Thl TOJBKO U YMEEIh,
YTO pyraTts MeHs, — Hapgyscs L3u Yaouu.

— 1I3u Yao1u, ecny He OTIYCTHUIIb, s ¢ TOO0M Gobille He 3aroBopio! — [TpHUIIIOCE TPUTPO3UTD
CaMOH.

910 cpaboTano MrHOBEHHO. BpaT OTIyCTUN MeHs U TOCMOTPEJ XKalI0OHBIMY T'Ta3aMu.
OTBEpHYJIack. Mot 6paT Bo BCEM XOPOIIl: 3a00TINBEIM, KPAaCUBHIN, XpaOpPLIY BOMH, HO V HETO eCTh
OIOWH M3bSIH — OH ITOMEIIIaH Ha CEeCTPe. ITO CJI0BO S y3Hasa oT Ykaou XaHb, KOT/Ia XKaJjioBanach ei
Ha Hero.

— CecCTp€HKa, Hy He 31HUCh! 3Haelns, Korga s cerofHs Bupen L[3toub JIo, 1 maxe He yOOCTOUI eT0
noOphsIM cl1oBOM. Bupuink, Kakoi y Te0st 6pat Mononen? — OH XKAaJjl IIOXBaJIbl.

4 B3moxHYyIIa:

— Bpar, Henb3s cMelrnBaTh TMYHOE U TOCyapCcTBeHHbIE nefa. Ecmu 6n LI310Hb JIo He JopoXKul
npyx00ii ¢ To60M, OH OBl JaBHO OOBMHUII HAaC B HEYBaXKEeHUM K UMIIEPATODY.

— IIneBats! OH 06uUmeEN MO0 CECTPY, 1 HE IaM eMy HU KaIlIu yBaxeHus. — L]3u Yaouu B35 MeHS 3a
PYKy u ycagun Ha cTyn. OTell XoTel OBUIO YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO, YBUMEB PalOCTHOE JIUIIO CHIHA,
IIPOMOJIYaJl — OH Be[b TOXKe CYUTAJ], UTO TOT Mep3aBel] He 3aCiIyKuBaeT N00pOro OTHOIIEHUS.

¢ mompocuia 6paTa OTIYCTUTh MOIO PYKY 4 B3sizia y Csio 4 CBEPTOK:



— Bor, aTo Tebe IIOJAaPOK B 9ECTh HO6€JI[LI. — 4 mBa OHS BBIIIMBAIA OJIS HETO KHUCET, BHYTPB KOTOPOTO
IIOJIOXKHJId YCIIOKAaWBAIOIIIHE TPABHI.

— 0-0, Mos1 cecTpéHKa caMasi nmyuimasi! — 1[3u Yaoiu O6v11 B BocTopre. 4 He cTajla HUYero rOBOPUT.
B nmioboM criy4ae, 3TOT KUCET OH HUKOTTa He HafeHeT. C IeTCTBa 5 Japuiia eMy MHOTO Bellel, HO,
KaK 0Ka3aJ0Ch, OH CKJIafbIBaJl BCE B OTPOMHBIN CYHAYK U OepexkHO XpaHuJI. Y3HaB 00 9TOM, 5 cTasa
NapUTh EMY BCSIKYIO EPYHAY — BCE PaBHO Belb HE HOCUT, TaK Kakas pa3HuIa?
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