ScTep U3BUBAJICS, MBITASICh MPOTUCHYTHCS U3 yriia, HO ['y 2Ko 3aMeTun, Kak IBOe CTOSIBIIUX Iepef
HUM CTJIOTHYJIM CJIIOHY Y MOTBITATUCh OTCTYIUTh. [Ipu TyckioM cBeTe nmuto I'y 2Ko OblI0 COBEPIIIEHHO
0e3pa3nuyHbIM; OH [axke He B3TJISHYJ HAa HUX CHOBA U IIATHYJI IPSIMO B CAaMBIY falbHUM KOHEII.

— Ay-y, ay-y, — 3aBonHoBajca Icrtep. OH TyT ke Opocuncs cinemoM, Ho maru I'y 2Ko ObICTPO CTHIIH,
3aTO0 [BOe Iepef HUM, Ka3ajioch, YTO-TO 3aMETUJIN.

Berta 03agadyeHHO mogas roioc:

— KT0-TO 37mech 30BET?

ScTep m0 CMePTH UCITyTasCcsl, MTHOBEHHO 3axaJl cebe pOT U CxKaJcsd B KOMOYEK, IIPUIIaB K YTy U
IIPUTBOPSISICH MEPTBEIM.

— He gymait 06 3TOM, — ero HallapHUK MTOJTHOCTHIO MPOUTHOPHUPOBAJT 3TH CJIOBA, HAXMYPUBILIUCH, —
Vipém 3a Humu, I'y 2Ko, monKHO ObITh, HAIIET KaKKe-TO 3alleTKHU.

Bera 3amsics. EMy GbIJ10 HEMHOTO CTPAIIIHO — B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, MeTombl 'y 2Ko Bce BUOENH CBOMMU
r7a3aMu, HO CIIOPUTH C PA3bIPUBIIMMCS TOBApHINEM OH He cMeJl. Mo4ya KUBHYB, OHU BIBOEM
HAIIPABUJIUCh B CaMyI0 I'y0b MEIIEPHL.

ScTep HIyMHO BBIAOXHYJ, HO TYT XK€ Pa303JIUJICA: XOTS OH ¥ IIOHUMAJ, YTO BeHET cebs Kalpu3HOo, Kak
'y 2Ko mor He ycrneIIIaTs €ro rojoc!

OH TOJIbKO BOMHCTBEHHO IIaTHYyJ BIEPEN, KaK 4el-TO YKYC 3allleMUJI KOXY Ha 3arpUBKe.

— Ay-y? Ay-y!

ScTep MOMBITANICS BRIPBATHCS, HO IIPECIeOBABIINY €T0 IIEPBOPOAHEIN HaCEKOMBIN 0Ka3asiCs
CJIUIIKOM HAaCTOMYMBHIM. 3BEPh CEPOUTO 3aphkiuall Ha HEMOCTYIUIHOTO JCTepa, Brpaxas HeJJOBOJIbCTBO
TEM, YTO TOT cOexKall B OMUHOYKY, HUKOTO He TIPefyIpeaus.

Y6equBIuCh, YTO BCE MOMBITKY BRIPBATHCS THIETHE, ICTEP GPOCUIT COMPOTUBIIATLCSA. 2KYK OTTAIINIT
ero o0paTHO B THE3[0 U Teleph OYeHb COCPENOTOYEHHO TAPAIIKIICSI Ha HEero, Cjes 3a TeM, YTOOB! OH
He MTOKHUIA IPenesbl BUTUMOCTH.

Co3maHue CBePHYJIOCHh KOJIBIIOM, ITOJIOKUIIO COOPaHHBEIE UM (DPYKTH PSAOM C DCTEPOM M TUXOHBKO
YCTPOWIIOCH BRICUKHUBATD siiiila. CaMu siIla JaBHO y2Ke OBITU IYCTBIMU CKOPIYIKAMHU; KOHYUKOM
XBOCTa JCTEP IMOCTy4asl [0 OOHON U3 HUX. JIexKaBIue nepen HUM QPYKTH BEITISOETH HEBEPOSITHO
CBEXKHMH, CJIOBHO UX TOJILKO YTO COPBAJIM C IePeBa, a UX SPKO-KpacHast MIKOTh Ka3ajlach TaKOH
COYHOM, YTO C HEE BOT-BOT 3aKalaeT COK.



2KMBOT 1 BIIpsiMb OBII TOIOAEH, ¥ JCcTep 663 BCAKUX LIEPEMOHUN OTKYCHU OOJIBIION KYCOK,
PA3MEIIIISIS TPO cebsi: XOTh 3TOT XKYK U HE OTINYAeTCs OONBIINM YMOM, HO Pa3 YK IPUHOCHUT €Oy —
HEIIJI0X0, COBCEM HEILJIOXO.

HaeBmmich 1 HallUBIIKCh, ICTEP C YAUBIEHWEM 00HApPyKHUJI, YTO €r0 AyXOBHAS CHJIa IIOCTEIIeHHO
BocCTaHaBnIuBaeTcs. OH 03afauyeHHO TOCMOTPETI Ha CBOM JIaNKU: C TAKOW CKOPOCTBIO eI€é HEMHOTO —
Y OH CMOXKET BEPHYTb IIPEXKHUIM 00JTUK.

Ho B ronoBy ScTepa CHOBa I0JI€3/IM BCSKKE TTIYIIOCTU: B KOHIE KOHIIOB, 3aKOHYUB 3afanue, ['y Ko
TIOKWHET MYCTHIHIO, X TOTHA OH €ro0 MOTEPSET.

Hapgys ry6ku, ScTep MONBITANICS TalKOM YCKOIB3HYTh. B TOT XKe MUT 3eMJIsl 3afipoxkKaJia, C II0TOIKa
TMIeIEePH ITOCHITAMKNCh KAaMHHU, ¥ ITOTHSBINASCS IbLUTH €[IBa HE 3all0OJIHUIIA BeCh TPOT. OCTEp He
yhoepzaJsl paBHOBeCHe U 3aBaJIWJICS Ha CIIMHY, PACKUHYB JIallKu MIpsaMo B rTHe3xe. OH kamo0HO
3aTsAHY: — Ay-y! — a XyK CJlerka pacTepsijicsi, HO, 3aMeTuB JcTepa U OPOCHUB Ha SHIla MOJTHBIN
COMHEHUY B3TJISI, BCE K€ Pelllnl CHavasla YBECTH MaJIbUUIIKY IIOfaIbIIIe.

Bokpyr Hux napmanu 6ecyucieHHbe 00JIOMKH. CTEP IIOKA4YMBAJICS U3 CTOPOHHI B CTOPOHY, HO
HAaCEeKOMOe 3al[UINalio ero IPoCTo 0e3yIpPeyHo, He TTI03BOJISIs HM eIUHOMY KaMHIO 3a[1eTh Kpoxada. K
CBOEMY VOUMBIIEHHI0, ICcTep 00HAPYXKUI B Ielepe MHOXKECTBO TYHHeJeH, 1 OHU IPBITHYJIA B ONUH U3
HUX.

BHyTpH OBIIIO COBEPIIEHHO TEMHO. ICTEP BCE eIllé Pa3MBIIIISI O IPOUCX0KOEHUN 9TUX TYHHEJEH U 0
TOM, KyZla OHU BEIYT, KOT[la TAIlIMBIINH €T0 KYK BHE3AMMHO Pa3xkKaJsl YeJIOCTH. DCTeP OMYCTUIICS Ha
3eMJTI0 ¥ C YOUBIIEHUEM IIPUOTKPHIT POT:

— Ay-y?

Hacekomoe ¢ 6071b0 BO B3TJIs[I€ TOCMOTPETIO Ha CBOM stiitla. ['agkue u 6eT0CHeKHbIe, OHU JIeXKaJu
IPSIMO B yrNyGIeHUY THe3MMa, U KaMHU OfWH 3a APYTUM IIafajii Ha XPYIKYI0 CKOPIyny. XOTs OHO yXe
3HAJIO, YTO 3TO MYCTHE 000I0YKY U U3 HUX HUKTO HE BHUIYIIUTCS, B MOMEHT, KOTa OHM PACKOJIOJIKCE,
ScTep KpemKo 3aKMypPHII rjla3a PyKaMu.

BpocuB Ha stiilla MPOLIATbHEIM, TTOJIHAIM TOCKYU B3TJISIT U Olacasich 00Bajia TYHHEIS, XKYK ITOCIIeIIHO
YBIIEK dcTepa Mpoyb. B cepalle ManbyrKa BHE3AITHO 3aXJI€CTHYJIA BOTHA BUHHI: OH Be[lb OBIJT IIJIOXUM
CaMIIOM HaCEKOMBIX, TPUTBOPSIOIIUMCS JEeTEHEIIIEM 9TOT0 YyHNOBHUIA. beCKOHEYHBIE YTPEI3EHUS
COBECTH 3aCTABUIIU €T0 3allJIaKaTh, ICTEP IIMBITHYII HOCOM U 3afpaJl TOJIOBY, MEITAsICh 3aCTABUTD
CI€3HI TeYb 00PATHO, HO 9TO HE ITOMOTJIO.

HocTaBuB JcTepa B 6e30macHOe MeCTO, XKYK OITYCTUJI €T0 Ha 3eMJII0. ICTep 00HST Jany 3Beps U
TUXOHBKO IIUCKHYII:

— Ay-y.



[IpocTn.

ScTep MOTEPCA O JIally HACEKOMOT0, JTaCTICh K HEMY.

2KyK, TTONBIIEHHKN TaKUM BHUMaHUEM, MITKO 00IHYJT DCcTepa roI0BOM.

— I'y Xo...

— Ilomoxnu-kKa. — «OTtouau, dumep».

9to ronoc 'y 2Ko!

dcTep He 0XKMIANT TAKOT0 HEOXKUTAHHOTO IToflapKa. 3afpaB XBOCT, OH MMPOTUCHYJICS CKBO3b
pacmenuny. 2Kyk He IIOHUMAaJ ero HaMepeHu#, HoO MeCTo 6110 a0COMIOTHO 6e30MacHEIM — BHU3Y
mIofiel He OBITIO BUOHO, K TOMY K€ OH CaM HaXOMUJICS PSIIOM, — II03TOMY OH IIO3BOJIUIT ICTEPY HeaTh
YTO XOUETCH.

9cTep MOPTHYI U TYT Xe 3aMeTun [lugepa, nperpaxpaaiiero myth ['y 2Ko. CepauTo 3alieBeuB
JlanKaMu, OH 00HaXuJT 3y0Obl, Me4Tast BIUTHCS B 00UTYMKA.

Onu HAXOOHUIINCh BHYTPHU KAKOT'0O-TO XPaMad: PDYXHYBIIVE KOJIOHHBL 1 PA3HOMACTHBIEC U3BASAHUA
CO3[aBaJid BOKPYT TOPKECTBEHHYIO U MPayHYI0 aTMocdepy. B IeHTpe CBITUIUINA TONMUIACH OTPSIIbI
caMbIX pa3HbIX pa3MepoB. Opexpaa ['y 2Ko Gbia CIJIONIb MOKPHITa KPOBBIO, M ICTEP C TPEBOKHBIM
CepaleM BCMaTPUBAJICS B Hero, 005Ch 00HAPYKUTh KaKue-HuOyIb PaHHL.

,]:[I/Iﬂep He 02XKHupaaji, 94TO Fy Ko BCTPETHUT €TI0 C TAaKUM XK€ JICOAHbIM DaBHOOYIIXEM. CIIOBHO 4YTO-TO
BBIXOOHUJIO U3-IIOO €TI0 KOHTPOJISA, OH IMOJAaBUJI IIOJO3PEHHUA B I''Ta3aX U C YHBI6KOfI IIPOAOOJIZKHUII:

— M&I MOKeM COTpyaHuYaTh, BepHo? 'y 2Ko, He cTOUT TakK Hampsrathcs. Kak TonbKo Mbl Jo0yaeM
TO, UTO CKPHITO BHYTPH, S IIOMOT'Y TeOe Jo0paThCs 00 pyuH Mo0Iu30CTH. MOXKeITh He COMHEBATLCS BO
MHe, THI K€ 3Haelllb: S BCerha UCKPeHHe K TeOe OTHOIIYCh.

Ero cnosa 3actaBunu Poga BeIpyraThCsl BCNIyX. TOT BO3MYILEHHO BO3pa3ul:

— C kakotii cratu?! Kaxppli moaraeTcs Ha COOCTBEHHBIE CUIIBL. A €CJu THI TIepeAyMaelllb U IePBLIM
yOeXHUIIL B PYroe MecTo — 4YTO TOTHa?

ScTep ciymian BCE 3TO B MOTHOM TyMaHe. Kakast erre uCKpeHHOCTh? OH HEBOJIBHO CKJIOHHII TOJIOBY
Habok. 2Kyk, HabmogaBuIni 3a C000paxKaoIuM YTO-TO ICTEPOM, a 3aTeM IepPeBeAIIni B3TJIA Ha
XpaM BHU3Y, MHOT'0€ TIOHSIII.



Yero IcTep He 3HaJ, TaK 3TO TOTO, UTO XKYK C CAMOT0 Hayajia BOBCE He TPUHUMAJT €T0 3a CBOETO
IeTEHbIIIa — JTUIIEHHBIe COOCTBEHHOT0 Pa3yMa IIepBOPOAHEIE HACEKOMBIE TPOCTO CIIe0BaIK
3aJI0KEHHBIM B KPOBM MHCTHMHKTAM 3aIllUTHL.

becuncnenHbie THaHBI IIPOPBAJINCh U3 CTEH IIEIIEPEI, IIOOXBATUIIN SCTepa 1 BBEIHECIIM €T0 HAPYXKY U3
TYHHEJI. Kpomeque TeJl0 SCTepa 0Ka3aJIOCh LEJINKOM OIIYTaHHBEIM 3€JIEHBIO. He}IOYMéHHO
OTJIAHYBHIXCH, OH YBHUIEJI, 9YTO €TI0 CIIaCHUTEeJIb BECh OLIEIIEHE]I, €r0 MIKypPad IIoCepeiia, U B CIIEAyIoIIee
MI'HOBEHHE OH IIOJITHOCTBIO PACCHIIIAJICA IIeIIJIOM.

SCTep B TPEBOre II0CJIall HaPyXy elllé He J0 KOHIIa BOCCTAHOBHUBIIYIOCA OYXOBHYIO CHITY, HO TyT XK€
3aMep: 2KU3Hb ITOKKWHYJIa 3TO CO3aHKuE, OHO moru6y10 C caMoTro Havasia.

ATtMocdepa BHU3Y HaKaJjsnach 0o npepena. CIoOBHO ogaaBUIMCh Ha yroBopkl, ['y 2Ko crpéb nensiHon
B3TJISA B KyJIaK U C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM CIIPOCHII:

— IIpaBpa?

Pon BBITAPAIIIXAJI I'lTa3d OT U3YMIIEHUSA U IIPUHATICA OTUYASIHHO IIOJAaBATh Fy 2Ko 3Haku ria3aMmu, HO TOT
CJIOBHO HUY€TrOo HE 3aMedall — €ero paCHaXHYTBIfI B3TJIA0 Ka3aJICSA BCE 00Jiee HaUBHLIM 1 HEBUHHBIM.

Iumep crpsiTan MOAO3peHMsI, pa3BEN PyKaMu 1 ©300pa3uil KPalHIO CTeIeHb NOCaIb:

— Kaxk TBI MOXKeIllb MHE He BepI/ITb?

WM B TOT MOMEHT, KOrfia OH cobpasicst cenaTh 1ar HaBcTpeuy ['y 2Ko, KTO-TO B TOJIIIE 3aBOIHUTI:

— CMmotpuTte! CKONBKO NuaH!

I'y 2Ko MonHMEHOCHO yOpasl CIpsiTaHHBIYA B pyKe HOXK, OOHOM PYKOM YXBaTHJI YPOJlla 3a POrT, a Apyroi
cxBaTuil Poga 3a BOPDOTHUK U BTOJIKHYJI UX B CAMBIH yTOII.

JInaHH TI0JIe37IM W30 BCEX IleJiel, C MMKUM CBUCTOM Halafas Ha COOpaBIIMXCS B XpaMe JIIOHei.
OxpecTHOCTH [Iupepa u ero JII0fel CTaau SMUIEHTPOM aTaKu — Ka3aJloCh, JT03bl 00Jamau
CcOOCTBEHHBIM Pa3yMOM U IleJIeHallpaBIeHHO IIpecyefoBald UMEeHHO WX TPYIIILY.

JIunio Tumepa BIepBbIe CTAI0 UCKITIOYUTEILHO CePbE3HBIM. KpHUBO YCMEXHYBIIUCH, OH C TIOMOIIBIO
naH B3pabKascs Ha BePXYIUIKY KOJIOHHH: OH yKe JaBHO 3aMeTHJI HeJlaflHOe HaBepXy, U Korja OH
CMOTpEJI TyOa paHbllle, eMy II0Ka3aJioch, YTO YTO-TO TaM OJIeCHYIIO.

3ameTus peiicTBus [upmepa, I'y 2Ko MeTHYN KMHXKaJ, IIperpaxmas TOMy IIyTh K IPOTSHYTON pyke. 'y
2Ko He cMen CIUIIKOM CUJIBHO 0OHaXaTh CBOIO JYXOBHYIO CUILY TIEPEeN 9TUM IIPOHULIATETbHEIM
Ge3yMIleM: XOTb ceifuac OH IeUCTBUTEILHO YUCTUICS OeTH, KTO 3HAET, HE 3aMETHT JIX TOT IIOJIBOXa.



— He pypu, [Iugep, BHITALIUILE 3TY IITYKY — U MBI BCE OKaXKEMCSI B CMEPTEIbHOU OTTaCHOCTH.

Hepen JIUTIOM CTOJIb STOMCTUYHOI0 ¥ XKE€CTOKOTO YeJIoBeKa JIUIIb YETKOE 00BsSICHEHHE BCeX yrpos
MOT'JIO 3aCTaBUTh €0 YMEPUTD IIEIII.

,HI/IJIep BAOPYT PACX0XO0TaAJICsA, XU €TI0 CMeX 3allOJIHHUII BCE IIPOCTPAHCTBO XPaMa.

— A TH BOO6H.[e IIOHMMaeIllb 3Ha4YeHHe CJI0OBa HaHapHI/IK? ThI CTUIIIKOM HaWBEH, U 1 HUKAK He BO3bMY
B TOJIK, 3a4€M ThBI B006U_Ie TacKas ¢ co00¥ 3Toro 6eCI0Ie3Horo SCTepa. ,]IyMan, ceuyac ero YXe
OAaBHO BHIMIBEIPDHYJIX — B KOHII€ KOHIIOB, IIOTEPAB CO3HAHHKE, OT JIMAH HE 3alIUTUINLCA.

I'y 2Ko He ycnes1 BHUKHYTh B UCTUHHBIM CMBICII 9TUX CJIOB, KaK [lumep U3BNEK U3 YKPHITUS Ha
BEPXYIIKe CIPSITAHHYI0 KOPOOKY. B TOT Ke MUT MaCCUBHEIE OBEPU II0 IEPUMETPY PaclaxXHYJIUCh, U
BHYTPB XJIBIHYJIM TOHHEI 35I0y4uX TeCKOB. OTOBCIONY 3a3By4aIl KPUKK O TIOMOIIH: TIOJIOBUHA JTIOHEN
Iunepa ocTanack K HIM COBEPILIEHHO PaBHOAYIIIHA, HO JIMIIa OCTAJIbHEIX OOIEIHEH.

B Ty cekyHny, Korfa [lunep coOpacs CIPHTHYTh BHU3, Pe3KUU IOPHIB BeTpa IPOHECCS y HETO Haf,
yXOM, 1 KTO-TO BEIXBaTUJI KOPOOKY U3 ero pyK. [lugep ocTonbOeHeN 0T HeOXKUIAHHOCTH, a OCTep, el
cTaH 00BMBAJIU JIMaHEl, BEIJIETE]I IPSIMO U3 IIOTOKOB BeTpa U yaapoM Horu cOpocun [Junepa ¢ 6anku.
ToT ¢ TTIyXuM CTYKOM PYXHYJ B 3bI0y4re Iecku. Pa3MaxuBas pyKaMu U Kpyach B BO3[yxe Ha
nraHax, CTep C CUSIOIMME OT BOCTOPra I/la3aMy CIIMKUPOBAJ CBEPXY U PYXHYJI IPSIMO B 00BATUS
I'y XKo.

— I'y XKo!

OTOT MONHBIN NeP3KOW 9HEPTUH MaslbyHUIIKa, TETKUHM CJIOBHO IEPHIIIKO, yIIaja B 00BATHS JIUIIL OQHOTO
ero. Ceppue I'y 2Ko 3akonoTunoch Kak 6e3yMHOe, U OH TJIyX0 OTO3BaJIC:

— Mwm.

OpuH NMUITh OH 3HAJl, KaK CHUIIbHO ImepexKunBall, YCIIbIIAaB T€ CJIIOBaA Jlnnepa.

— §l TaK CKy4aJl, OHU Bce 00UXKalu MeHs, — 00MXKEeHHO 3aXHBIKaJl ICTep, IPUKUMasCh IEKOH K Iee
I'y XKo.

— i, MOXKeT, CHavaJjla BEIOepeMCst 0TCI0a, a IIOTOM OTIpa3gHyeM BCTpeuy? MHe KaXkeTcs, Hac
ceryac 3aCHIIIeT IeCKOM, — IIOUYTH B OTYASTHUK IMPOU3HEC Pom, KoToporo o0a HAmpoyb
UTHOPHPOBAJIH.

Bceé Gosbiiie 3510y49uX ITECKOB BIMBAJIOCh Yepe3 pacliaxHyThle IBepU U OKHa. bosbiiasd 9acTh Tofen
yKe yBsI3/1a IOf TOJILEN [TecKa, aKTUBUPYS 3aIlUTHHIE IeTEKTOPH 6€30IIaCHOCTH — He MIPOILJIO0 U
MT'HOBEHUS, KaK JeCSITKU y4aCTHUKOB BEIOBUTH. [Tecok mopmobparcs yxke K caMbIM HOTaM JcTepa U
OCTaJIbHHIX, ¥ CTOUJIO KOMY-TO IIPOBAIUTHCS TIy06Ke, KakK BEIOPaThCSl CTAaHOBUJIOCH TPAKTUYECKH



HEBO3MOXKHO.

9ctep orcTpanuics ot I'y 2Ko u mocMoTper Ha yponua. TOT MCTHOBEHHO IIOHSAJI KOMaHLy: ero Tejo
CTPEMUTEJILHO YBEJIMUUIIOCH B pa3aMepax. Jctep B3si 'y 2Ko 3a pyKy, ¥ OHU BMeCTe B300pasuch Ha
CIIMHY co37aHus. JIuaHsl, CJIOBHO 00peTIINe pa3yM, IIOAXBaTUIIN 3BePSI CHU3Y U C YOBOEHHOU CUIION
yOapuiy B IOTOJIOK XpaMa, Pa3HOoCs ero B IIENKU U NBITasCh BHITAIUTH UX HAPYXKY.

BrlTaleHHBIN ToBapuIiaMy [luiep BHIIIIIOHYI U130 PTa ITECOK U CO 3BePUHOM 3710008 yCTaBUIICS Ha
Screpa.

3aMeTHB 3TOT UCIIOJIHEHHBIN HOCAMBl B3TJISAH, DCTEP ITOBEPHYJICS U CKOPYMII eMy POXKY, efiBa He
noBepns [Iumepa [0 CEepAeYHOro MPUCTYIIA.
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