Y Yao npocHyJCS B yTPEHHEN, OKyTaHHOM TyMaHOM THUIIKHEe. Ero nuio ropesno agckou 00Jbio, Ta3a
3acTuana KpoBb. OH U30 BCEX CUJI MOpraJ, IIBITAsICh BHXKATh ee HapyXKy, HO BCE OBLIO TIIETHO.

CKBO3b KPOBaBYIO IIeJIEHy OH YCIIbIIIAJ AeTCKUM IIIady.

Cnalblit JKeHCKUH T'0JI0C ITPOU3HeC:

— Babymxka I'yi1, 60t0Ch, 1 He CMOTY BEPHYThCS OUeHb HECKOPO, YMOJISIO BaC 03a00TUTHCS O
pebenke. beperute ero u cuenaiTe Tak, 4TOObl TOT YeJIOBEK HU 3a YTO HE yY3HAJI O €eT0
cymectBoBanuu! B rubenu Apmuu B KpacHeix MaHTHSIX KPOETCS HEUTO CTPaHHOE, He BEpPhTe
HUKOMY, BKJtodas umnepaTopa! Ecnu B 6ynmyiieM IeiCTBUTEIHHO CTOIKHETECH C OITAaCHOCTHIO, BB
3HaeTe, KakK MOCTYIIUTh...

[oJ10C XEHIIUHEI TIOCTEIIeHHO 3aTUX, U Yel-TO CKOPOHBIM CTAPUK 3aKpHYal:

— T'ocmozxa KOs Un!

Bckope 3aTux u OeTCKUi 1IIay.

Bcé 6b110 Kak B cTpamHoM cHe. Ho Te ciioBa 3acTaBuiiu rojioBy Y Hao rygeTh 0T HanpsKeHUs.

B rubenu Apmuu B KpacHbix MaHTUSIX KPOETCS HEUTO CTPAHHOE, He BepbTe HUKOMY, BKIIIOYas
uMIeparTopa!

OH cXBaTHUII C 3eM/IU TOPCTh CHEra B 4YTO €CTh MOYH IIPHUHAJICA TE€PETh OKPOBABJIEHHOE JIUIIO. CHoBa u
CHOBa Jie[siHad BOOa CMEIBaJla KPOBB, IIOKa II€pPe] I'/la3aMi HaKOHEeIl He ITPOSACHHUIIOCE.

OTa 6uTBa MeXAYy NMOObME U JeMOoHaMu ¥ ['opbl 2K9HBI03 — B MOMEHT, Korfa Apmus B KpacHbIx
MaHTusX naja LeuKOM U IOJTHOCThI0O — HEOXKUAAHHO U CTPAHHO IOAOIIIA K KOHITY.

Y Yao mien, CrIOTHIKasCh Ha KaXKOM ILIary, ¥ BUAEJ JIUIIb TOPHl TPYIIOB U PeKU KPOBH. 37Tble AYXH II0
HEW3BECTHOM IIPUYKMHE BHE3AMHO ITPEKPATUIIM aTaKy ¥ BCE 10 eIUHOT0 UCYE3JIH.

Ero Apmus B KpacHbIXx MaHTHSX, ISATHAECSAT THICSY JIYYIINX BOMHOB BO BCeM MUPeE, Tak OecciiaBHO
noru6nu y mopHoxkus ['opsl 2KaHb103!

CaM OH He 3HaJ, CKOJIBKO IIIeJI, CKOJIbKO I10JI13, I0Ka HaKOHEeIl CHOBa He PYXHYII 6e3 YYyBCTB.

BecrommamHo mafan CHer, YKpPhIBasi KPOBOIIPOJIUTHOE T10j1e 00, 6esol meyeHoi norpebas camy
CMepTh.

Ero pa30ymun 4er-To oTYassHHBEIN KPUK. CoOpaBIIKMCh C CUIaMU, OH OTKPBIJ I'/Ia3a U IIOCMOTPE



BLAJIb.

Henopaneky 3omoTas purypa B3Mblla BBEICh U 3aHeCTa ANIMHHLIM Med. K cBoemy yxacy, Y Hao
yBU[EJ: IaBLUINUY OT 3TOT0 yAapa YeloBeK — He KTO MHOM, KaK IMYHEIM TeJI0XPaHUTENb CaMoro
uMmieparopa! IIpeBo3moras 60mb, Y Hao monwiTancs NOGHATHCS U XPUILIO 3aKpUYalt:

— HerT!

3onoTtasa (bI/Irypa OGGpHYJ'IaCB Ha €T0 I'0JIOC 1 3alllarajia B €0 CTOPOHY, ITIOKA4YKXBaAsCh.

Y Yao xkpaj, 4TO UMIIEPATOP IOJHUMET MeU, — MyCKad OH ¥ He ITOHMMaJl I04YeMy, HO 3HaJl, 4YTO eMy
BPSIT T yaacTcs n30exkaTh y4acTy UMIIEPATOPCKOM CTPaXHM...
30710TOM CUTYST OCTAHOBUJICS PSIOM C HUM, HO HallalaTh He CTa:

— Bo3pmu cebs B pyku! Trl ke rinaBHOKOMaHAyomui Apmun B KpacHbix MauTusax! 3ty OUTBY MBI
IIPOUTPAJIY, IPOUTpau C TpeCcKoM. [IpaBna He [OJIKHA BEHIIILITL HAPYXKY, HHaUe Kak Mnepus Anpy
CMOZKeT BHYIIATh CTPaX TpeM rocymapcrsaM? f BEIHYXK[eH OB IpefiaTh UX CMepTHU € O0/IbI0 B
cepaue! Ho el — uckpa Apmun B KpacHbix MaHTHSX, ThI 00513aH BBRIXKUTE! VY HaC elle MOSIBUTCS
HoBas Apmusd B KpacHbix MaHTusx! Tr paccibliian MeHs?

Kawmens, maBusBLInii Ha cepaue Y Yao, pyxXHYIL.

HWMnepaTop IpOmOIXKUIL:

— Hama Apmus B KpacHbix MaHTHSX OTIIpaBUiach Ha IOMOIL ['ocygapcTBy Bait s ycMupeHus
MsTexka B 3emnax CChUIbHBIX, HO, K HECYACThIO, CTOIKHYIaCh C HEBUOAHHKIM 3a COTHIO JIET
3eMJIeTPSICEHUEM, M3-3a Yero MOoHecNa TAXKeIeule I0Tepu. 3allOMHH 3TO!

Y Yao riiy60K0 B3MOXHYII U TJIyX0 O0TO3BAJICS:

— Ectp!

IlBa KOHA yMYaJInCh IIPOYb, B3OAbIMAsA TY4H IIBIJIN. Ha Fope 2K3HbI03 BOIIapHJIaCh THUIIKHA, 4 CHET BCE
TaK K€ HECIIEITHO IIPOaO0IZKaJl KPYXKUTHCA B BO3OyXeE.

Korpma nio0vie 3ByKU OKOHYATEIBHO CTUX/IHM, U3 3aMaCKUPOBAHHOM CYyXHUMU BETBSIMHU TIEIIEPHI
00s137TMBO BEIOpAIUCh TPOE.
BEICOKHE CTpaXKHUK IPOKaI KaK OCHHOBBIN JINCT, HE B CHJIaX BEIMOJIBUTH ¥ CJIOBA.

— Hebeca... HeyXemnu 3T0... KOIIMap... M BIpsiMb JeMOHEL... elile ¥ yOuBaloT cpens Oemna oHs... Hamo
yOMpaThCs OTCIOHA... BEPHYTHCS... PACCKA3aTh... PACCKA3aTh...



Komy pacckazats? OH u caM He 3Haj. CaM BeIUKUM uMIiepaTop OB TaM, KOMY OH MOT IIOBEPUTH?

KaMeHnb TaKeio 0OpyLIMICS Ha ero 3aThIOK. He ycneB mogyMaTh MBICTb, OH PYXHYJI HUYKOM U
MT'HOBEHHO UCIIYCTHUN IyX.

— Crout CuH! THL.. 4TO THI feflaellb? — HU3KUY CTPaKHUK OT yzKaca MONATUIICS Ha3af.

Croni CuH momapuI 3a a3yxoil yOUTOro BEICOKOTO CTPaXKHUKA, BHITAIINII 30JI0TOM CIIUTOK U
IPOTSIHYJI €r0 HU3KOMY CTPaXKHUKY:

— OH ObIT YeJTOBEKOM HEHaf[eXKHBIM, SI3bIK 3a 3y0aMu fiepXKaTh He yMell. BepHUCH 0H B fHbY,
HelpeMeHHO nory0un Ov1 1 Tebsi! Tl XKe Bue, Kak UMIepaTop 0601IesiCs CO CBOUMU COOCTBEHHBIMU
TEeJIOXPaHUTEIIMHU !

Huzkuii cTpaXXHUK B TPEBOTE U COMHEHUSX ycTaBuics Ha Cioli CuHa, TOCTeeHHO 0CNabiisgs XBaTKy.

Crott CuH mopio1ien 6uKe, BIOKWII 30JI0TOM CIIUTOK €My B PYKYy U CKa3all:

— Ctynait noMoii OricTpee, 3a0epu ceMblo U Oeru faleKo-faneko, HUKorga 6osblie He BO3Bpallaics
B immepuio fAupy! MHaue He MUHOBAThL TeOe y4aCTH TeX, KOro 3aCTaBU/IM 3aMOJT4YaTh HaBceraa!

Huskuii cTpaXHUK MOCMOTPEN Ha 30710TO B PYKE U CIIPOCHII:
— A... BEI?

— Xa-xa-Xa, Halll ToCcyaph IOUCTHHECTOKHOBEHUS XKeCTOK U Oe3xanocTeH! [I9TbmecsaT ThHCIY
YeJI0BEK MCYE3JTM B OOHO MI'HOBEHHME... HO CTOIb BEIMK MUD, @ MeCTa I MeHs B HeM Oosblie HeT. 5
OTIpaBiioCck B 3emMyin CChUTBHEIX, YTOOB BOOUMIO YBUETh, YTO 3TO 32 UEPTOBLI AEMOHHI! YX0mu Xe, U
3allOMHU: VHECHU 3Ty TaiHy ¢ co00M B MOTHMIIy, HUKOMY HU CJIOBa!

OH moBepHYJICA U 3alllarajl Ha ceBep, MTHOBEHHO PaCTBOPUBILKCH B TyCTOM IleJieHe TyMaHa.

Huskuii cTpaxXHUK HUYETo He MTOHUMAJL: Te IAThAECST THICSY MOTUOIHN OT JIall 3JIhIX IeMOHOB, KaKoe
9TO UMeJIO OTHOILIeHUe K ummepaTopy? I1ycTh OH U He CMBIC/INUII B IIOJIUTHKE, HO TOYHO 3Has, 4To Coou
CuH — uyesnoBek Hemnoxou. Cio#t CuH Hekorga ObI Ha3BaHHBIM OpaTOM MMIIepaTopa, HO BCe PaBHO
yropun B 3emnu CCHUIBHBIX, 3HQYUT, ¥ CAM UMIIEPATOP BPSA[ NI OB TPaBeIHUKOM... [IDOKIAThHE,
MPOKJaThe! Pa3Be MPOCTHIM IOASM IOM CUITy Pal3rafbiBaTh Takue TaHbI? Celidyac BaxKHee BCETo
ObLI0 CKOpee GexkaTh OMOM, XBaTaTh KeHY ¢ pe0eHKOM U cracaTbcs 6erctBoM! BpocuB mpoIraabHbIMR
B3IJIAM TyHa, rae ckpuiicsd Ciou CUH, OH BTOPOIISX MYCTHUJICA B MY Th.

Croni CuH KapaOKaJscs 10 ropaM TPYIIOB ¥ IpyJaM KaMHel, Tepecek Moiaypa3pylmeHHs MocT
CnoManHBbIx [Iyin u mar 3a maroM Boien B 3emin CcrinbHEIX. [Iles 11 OH JONITo WK HET, HO B KOHIlE
KOHIIOB MUHOBAJI IT0JIOCY TyMaHa. EfiBa ycIieB pa3rnsifeTh Nel3axk BIepeny, OH CMEPTEIbHO
UCIyTaICs: IPSMO Ilepel HUM [BUTalach Iieflasl apMazga 37IbIX JeMOHOB, HAallpaBisasach Tyna XKe, Kyaa
1 OH!



B maH#Ke OH IOCIenI 3a0UThCS B PaCIIeInHy CKaJlbl, CEpAlle KOJIOTHIOCH 0 pedpa, Kak 6e3yMHoe,
B CTpaxe, YTO B CIIEAyIOIlee MIHOBEHKE ero Pa30pBYT Ha KycKu. OOHAKO BCKOPE OH 3aMETHJI, UTO 9TH
IIeMOHBI COBEPIIIEHHO He 00paIlaioT Ha Hero BHUMAHMUS: CJIOBHO OECIIJIOTHHIE TEHU B IUKOW CTEIIH,
OHH C TYTHIM BHIpaXkKeHHUeM Opejiy B OMHOM HaIlpaBJI€HUHU, U KOHIA 3TOMY LIECTBUIO HE OBIIO BHIHO.

YcnokouBIIuCe, OH OCTOPO2KHO ITIOCJIEOOBANI 3a HUMHM, OEPKACH Ha IMOYTUTEJIbBHOM PACCTOAHHUH.

MuHoBaB 6eCKpaliHUY JIeC U IIPEO0f0JIeB HECKOIHKO TOPHBIX BEPIINH, OH 3a0pasics Ha caMyio
BBICOKYIO M3 HUX U BHIOUJICS U3 cuil. Korfa cosHIle KJIOHUIIOCH K 3aKaTy, OH K3 MTOCIeOHUX MOIIX
mo6Gpascs 10 MaKyIIKHU TOPH, C TPYAOM PACIPSMUII CIIUHY U, TJISHYB BaJlb, BMUT OHEMEIT OT
U3yMJIEHUS.

KyTkas 6arpoBasi peKa U3BUBaiaCh MEXY [ABYX OTBECHBIX CKaJl, PACKOJIOTHIXJIOBKO CJIOBHO yIapoM
Tormopa. Huuero He coobpazxkaromue ogyxu 6eCKOHEYHBIM [TOTOKOM MEIJIEHHO Openy mpsiMo B 3Ty
KPOBaBYI0 peKy. Peka TSHynIach HEBEPOSITHO [IaJIeKO, YXOMs B caMble TyOuHEl HeOa U OKpalluBast
3axofisiee COJHIIE B KpOBaBO-KpaCHHIi 11BeT. Ha camMoM Kparo 3aKaTa BO3BHIIIAIACH elre 6omee
BEICOKas Oetasi ropa, ycTpeMyieHHas IpsiMo B Hebeca; KOCTSIHOM IPAaKOH BCe ellle KPYKUJI HaJ ee
BEPIINHOM, UCIyTasi OKPECTHOCTH IIPOH3UTEIbHEIM, CKOPOHBIM peBoM. Ero xo3suH npormain 6e3 ciefa,
a OpakKoH, Ka3ajocCh, B OTYASTHUM U TOCKe 0€3yCIEeITHO MHITAJICS eT0 OThICKATh.

BrispgeBumucs B Ty TOPHYIO BepiuuHy, Cioii CUH BHe3aIlHO 3aMeTHI, 4To Oeu3Ha ee Obla
COBEPILIEHHO HEeCTECTBEHHOU — BOBCE He II0XOAUa Ha CJIeXKaBIIUKCSA CHEr TOPHBIX BEPIIUH, a
CKOpee HalloOMUHaa... Ipyabl 0eCYNCIeHHEIX YeJI0BeYeCKUX KOCTEN. .

YutoaHs... Koctsuout Xpebert!
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