OTOT pelenT — MOos 3allUTHAS aMyJeTa, s, Pa3yMeeTcs, He CTaHy pa3faBaTh er0 KOMY IIOMAJIo.
Bepexenoro 6or 6epexeT, HamoxkHuIa K03, pa3se He Tak?

Xe-xe, CeCTpeHKa, TH ¥ BOPsAMS myTHUIA. — JIlumo 1I3u KO3 crerka okaMeHeno, HO OHa MO-IIPeXKHEMY
MSTKO yNbIOHyNack: — Heyxenu cecTpeHKa IIOLO3PeBaeT, u4To 5 CII0COOHA IPUYUHUTD el Bpeq?

Xe-xe.

Llwn JIo HUYETO He OTBETHIIA, JIUIIb YILIOYMBO MU Yal, a apoMaT, HICTOYaeMbIi 6J1arOBOHUSMHY B
KypUJIbHUIE, CTan elre ryme. 1[3u K03 moyyBCcTBOBana, YTO €€ CO3HAHKE IOHEMHOTY
3aTyMaHMBAETCS, B IJla3aX CTaJI0 PACIJIbIBaThCS, U Ha Hee Me[JIEeHHO HaKaTuja BOJIHA YCTaIOCTH.
CKBO3b TYMaHHYIO IIeJIEHy el I10Ka3asioch, OYATO K Hell HeCIelTHo NpubIukaeTcs XKeHIIYHa B
JKeJITHIX OfleXkMaxX U C JIyde3apHoil yibIOKoM mpousHocut: — L3u FOs, g uckana Te6s Tak [OIro.

Ona cHOBa sIBUIACh... [loueMy OHa BEYHO MpecieayeT MeHs, CIIOBHO HellpuKasHHBIN mpu3pak? C
MmeHs xBatuT! Het, 51 6onbie He Oyny ee TepreTs! [1pu XKu3Hu oHa Oblla Moei 06eXKIeHHON
COIIEPHUIIEH, ¥ CTaB IIPU3PAaKOM, OHa MHE He POBHS!

— IIpoBanuBau! Yto c TOro, 4TO CerogHs AeHb TBoeU cMepTu? Thl y2Ke MepTBa, C KAaKOU CTaTU ThI
CMeelllb 3asBIATLCA B Pe3umeniuio BaHa! Byaylas x03sg1Ka pe3UIeHIUYA — 3TO 1, a Thl BCET0 JIUIIb
Mo IoBepxKeHHad cnyxaHka! FOu CeimH! — oTyassHHO 3aBomnuia Li3u 10a3.

[TpaBma?

ITuu Jlo ocTonbeHena.

Ona HUKaK He oxwupana, 4yTo LI3u O3 copBeTcsl Ha TaKOU UCTEePUYECKUY KPUK IIPSIMO IIpU HEH,
pacTepsiB BCIO CBOIO OBUTYIO IIOKA3HYI0 YUHHOCTE. [10X0XKe, OTpaBa IOfeliCTBOBala Ha Hee BechMa
r1y60Ko. [1omKHO OBITE, OHA TOYHO TaK XkKe, He 3a00TsSCh ONMPUINYMAX, Bonua nepen Yy JIu, pa3 ToT
[IOIIEeJI 0 TAKOTO OEIIEeHCTBA, Xe-Xe€...

— [0i1 Criun! TTouemy THI TOBCIOAY IIpecnenyelis MeHsA?! [ToKa TH Xujla Ha CBETe, TH Bllafiesia
BAHOM, U YMEPEB, MPOMOIKaeIlb BlafgeTh uM! 4 Mory o6ecrneduTh BaHy MOIIHYIO OIIOPY, a TBOH OTeIl
yMeJ IUIIb BPaXkaoBaTh C HUM, OT TeOs1 He ObIJI0 HUKaKO#M moMoIy! TBOSI ceMbs IIOTHSIIA MITEX,
ecu OBl THI He moru0iia, BaH Hen30exkHOo mocTpaman 0wl u3-3a Teb6s1! Ha TBoeM MecTe 51 OB TaBHO
IIOKOHYMIIA ¢ coOoit! Tak 4TO He BUHU MeHs!

— 3HayvuT, 9 OoxkHa Tebs 61aromaputsh? — Liun Jlo MmegnmenHo mpubnu3unack K L3u KO3 u xomomHo
ycMmexHymnack: — LI3u }09, T Tak CUIbHO MeHs HeHaBuaesna? ToT M000BHUK TOXKeE TBOUX PYK [IeJi0?

— Hert, xoueuno Het!

— A ypux xe?



— 41 Te6e He CKaxy, Xa-xa!

I3u 03 cTpaHHO 3axmxuKaia, CMesCh 0 CIe3, U 3allljlaChk B HeIpeKpalaeMcs Karie. Cepane
Lun Jlo TpeBoxkHO 3abuiock: 60sich, uto LI3u KO3 mpunet B cebsi, OHa IIOCTIEIIHO YBETUYUTIA 03y
onuyMa B KypuibHuIle. OHa yxke cobrpanack 3acTaBuTh L[3u O3 BhIIaTh, KTO UMEHHO ee MOTyOuJ,
KaK BIPYT IBEPhb paclaxHyiach. JIMHYKY U3YMJIEHHO YCTaBUIACh Ha HUX — CYOs II0 BCEMY, OHa
MIOACITyIIMBaa yXKe JOBOJIbHO [JaBHO.

— TH... KTO TH Takag? Yrto TH coenana ¢ 113u KH03?!

JImauyku 6pocuach B KOMHATY U BIENUIach B pyKy Llun Jlo, BIUBIINCH OIMHHEIMUA HOT'TSIMHU B KOXKY
TaK, YTO BBRICTYIIHIM Kallau KpoBu. B rueBe Llun JIo oTBecuna JIMHYKY MOLIeYUHy, COUB Ty ¢ HOT. U3
yrojka pra JIMHYKY coYniach KpOBb; C HEHaBUCTHIO I Ha Lue Jlo, oHa ycribiana ee
IIpe3pPUTEeNbHOE IuneHue: — Th KTO TaKas Boobiie? To, 4To s mernalo, Kak-To KacaeTcs Tebs?

— T#HI...

— T®I Bemb TOKe BCETO UL IeBKa U3 CIIyKaHOK, HeYKeJll JyMaelllb, YTO TBOS 6J1arOpOJHOCTh
HaMHOT0 BHIIIe Moeli? TBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO TOCIIOXKY CBEJIA B MOTHILY, & Thl YXUTPHUJIACh BEIUTH 3aMyK
3a Bpara HayioxHuneH, JINHYXKY, HY TH U gaelns! HeGnarogapHas TBaph!

Luu Jlo paBHOOYIIHO CMOTpesa Ha JInHYKU, Oyps THEBA B ee [yIlle BHIIJIECHYIach B OHO
MT'HOBeHUe, a JInHuYKM ocTonbeHena. He Bepsi COOCTBEHHBIM T7la3aM, OHA 3axKaja IIeKy pyKaMu u
OLIENTOMJIEHHO crpocuia: — KTo Twl Takas?

— Xe-xe, Uy JIu ToKe 3afmaBaj MHE 3TOT BOIIPOC, BBl C HUM U BIIPSIMb MBIC/IUTE OOUHAKOBO. Kakoii
OTBET THI X0Yelllb YCIIbIIIATh?

— KT0 THI? — B rna3ax JIMHYKY 3aCTHIIO0 CMSITEeHUe: — Heyxenu...

— IO CriuH, Tebe ny4lile uCKaTh He MeHS, a JIuH4YXKM! — BOPYT TPOMKO paccMmesinack L3u F03: —
9TO OHa, 3Ta mofJIas CIyXKaHKa, MOoACkNana Tebe s, YTOOB caMOM MTPOOUTHLCS B TOCIIOXKM U KYIIUTh
coOCTBEHHOe 61aromnonyy4ue 1eHo TBoew XKuU3Hu! A THI-TO ellle CunMTana ee Miapie cectpoi! Tal
Kpyrias gypa Ha 3TOM cBeTe!

Cepplie BHOBB IIPOH3MIIAa OCTpast 60b.

Iun Jlo BCcerga oTHOCHUIIACh K JIMHYXKY KaK K POOAHOMY 4ejloBeKy. [laxe Korpga Ta He OTOMCTHJIa 3a
Hee, a BBILITA 3aMyX 3a Uy JIu, B ee cepflie ocTascsa FTOPbKUM 0CaioK, HO OHA He IepeHOCUia CBOI
37100y Ha cnyKaHKy. OHa HUKaK He MOTJla IIPEI0IOKUTh, UTO ee IOTyOuT Ta caMast JIMHYXKY, 0
KOTOPOM OHa Tak 3ab0TuIach, 0 YbeM yIagyHOM 3aMyKeCTBe HellpecTaHHo nekack! CaMoe cTpallHoe
— 3TO He KJIeBeTa U He MpefaTesibCTBO, a yaap B CIUHY OT CaMOro 0/IM3KOr0 YeIoBeKa.



Xe-xe...

— 1I3u O3, uTo TH Hecelb! — nuio JIuHYKY o0esenno Kak Mej: — Thl COBCEM BBHIZKMIIA U3 YMa, Pa3
13-3a MOETr0 BO3BHIILIEHUS BO3BOAUIIL HAa MEHS TaKylo Hamnpaciauny! 113u F0s, Kak T cMeellb
IIPOU3HOCUTH UM IIOKOWHOW KHATUHY, Pa3Be THl JOCTOWHA?

— THI...

— Tl'oBopio Tebe, UM TOKOMHOM KHATHHU He AJIS TBOMX yCT! EnMHCTBeHHAs NCTHHHASA X035IUKa
Pesupenuuu BaHa — oHa ogHa! Hu ogHa u3 Bac HegocTorHa! LluH JIo, g1 He 3HA0, KTO THL ¥ KaKylO
UTPY 3aTesiyia, HO C TeOsI XBaTUT IpeacTaBieHni. OCTaHOBUCH.

— JIMHYXU... CKaX¥, THl BEPUILb B TO, YTO y JIFOAEX eCTh OYIIKX? — HEBO3MYTUMO IS Ha Hee, TUXO
crpocuna Lus Jlo.

TpsaAnuuHasa KyKia

— O yeM THI TOBOPUIIL?

Cnosa Llun Jlo cunpHO Hamyranu JIunuxu. [To61eqHeB, OHA yCTaBUIaCh Ha Hee, MBITasICh PasTisaieTh
XOTh KaKOW-TO HaMeK Ha ee nuile, HO LluH JIo mo-ipeXHeMy ocTaBanach COBEPIIEHHO 6eCCTPaCTHOM.

[Topoupas K JIMHYKY BIJIOTHYIO ¥ CIIOKOWHO T'IsAAs Ha Hee, LluH JIo BOpyr yCcMexHyach: — {1 Bepio,
YTO YejI0BeYeCKHe OyIIX CYIIeCTBYIOT. YMepIue — 0COOEHHO Te, UTO IPUHSIN HaCUIIbCTBEHHYIO
CMepTh — He XOTST NMOKUAATh OpeHHBIM MUP U MOTYT JIUIIL CKUTAThCS CPEIH JIIOfiel, 3aBepiliasi CBOU
HEOKOHYEeHHEIE [iesa. Y oBeps, 3TO XKYyTKOe ollyIeHue... Te, KTO COBEPIIUII JyPHEIE IOCTYIIKY,
HeyXKeJld OHU U BIPaBAY MOT'YT CIIOKOMHO €CTh U CJIafKO ClaTh? 3aH4B 4yK0e MeCTO, HeyKeJIl OHU
He 60sATCSI COpBaThCS BHU3? Xe-Xe...

— lus Jlo, mepecTanb IPUTBOPATLCA U myraTh aofen! KTo T Ha camMoM fene Takasi! — BCS IpOXKa,
B OTUASHUU 3aopana JINHYXKH.

— Omna He LuH Jlo, oHa — IOu CrivH! — ucnyranso 3asonuia L3u KO3 1 HeoXuaaHHO pyXHYyIa
nepep Lun JIo Ha KojleHW: — Ballla CBET/IOCTb KHATHUHS, TPOCTUTE, MEeH IomyTas 0ec, ¥ 1 3aCTaBUIIA
CBOEro JBOIOPOAHOro Oparta u Tebs... 4 3Halo, YTO Oblyia He ImpaBa! KHATUHS, yMOJISI0, IPOCTU MEHS,
nepecTaHb IpecienoBaTh MeHs! d CTOIBKO BpeMeHU ITpoBejia PSIAoM C BaHOM, HO ¥ MEeHS B KHUBOTE
TaK ¥ He MOSIBUJIOCh pebeHKa — s 3Halo, 3TO Tl HE X0Yelllb II03BOJIUTh MHE CTaTh MaTEPhIO, HE
X04elrb, YTO0Bl Y MeHs Oblyia ormopa B ctapoctu! TOT Mo¥i JBOIOPOOHBIN OpaT BCKOpe IOoCiie
CIIy4YMBILIETOCS CKOHYAJICS, He6OCh, TOXKe TBOUX PYK Meno? Xe-xe, 10 KaKUX II0P Thl COOMPAEILCS MHE
McTUTh? Heyxkenu Bcero sToro eue mMano? Kaaruug... FOu Creiug!

Ctost Ha KoneHsix, L[3u K03 6e30CTAaHOBOYHO KOJIOTHIIA JI60M 03€Mb, €€ UCTOIIHEIN TOJI0C He CMOJIKAJI,
a Ha 710y y2Ke BBICTymuIa KpoBb. LluH JI0 X0IOOHO CMOTpEa Ha Hee, JII0TO XKejlast pa3opBaTh 3Ty



JKEeHIIMHY Ha KYCKHU MPsIMO ceryac! HakoHeI-To Hallecs OTBET Ha BOIIPOC, KOTOPHIM OHA TaK MOJTO
MCKala, ¥ IOOO3PEeHUs, TEP3aBIINe ee Ccepalle, MoaTBepaunuch. OKa3brBaeTCs, TOT MyXK4YHUHA
mercTBUTENbHO ObUT mopmcTpoeH L3u F0s... Xe-xe...

Yy JIu, OBEpPHUB B CTOJIb HUYTOKHYIO U TPSI3HYIO JI0XKb, Tl 00MaHyJl MeHs, yCOMHUIICSI BO MHe, 00pek
Ha MY4YHUTENIbHYI0 CMepPTh U HaHeC yaap 1o ceMbe FOu! V3Haii TH IIpaBay, LIeBEJILHETCS JIU B TBOEM
ceprhLe XOTh KallJI YIPeI3eHuy coBeCTU? Kak THl 3aCTaBiIsellb MeHsI MUPUTHCS C TeM, YTO 3THU JII0IU
[0 CUX IIOP TOIYYT 3eMJI0!

— Kuaruns, npomty Te0s, He IepKy Ha MeHS 371a, He Hafo... [IycTh fJaxe B Tebe KUIUT 00uAa, YXOOU
JKe, He Bo3Bpalaiics 6osbine B Pe3umeHIuo BaHa... Yxonu!

BrikpukHyB 3T0, 1131 F03 BOpyr BCKKUHYIa I'oJIOBY, ee I'1a3a 0e3ymMHO cBepkHYIu. OHa Gpocumnach B
CBOIO KOMHATY U HEBECTh OTKy[a M3BJIeK/la HEYTO, Ha YeM OTUETJIMBO KPacOBaJIUCh faTa 1 4ac
poxpenus HOii CeiuH.

Kyksa Obla CIIJIONIb YTHIKAHA TOHKUMU CepeOPSHBIMU UTJIaMU, a K Hell KPeNUJIUCh CTPaHHbIe
JIOCKYTKY TKaHM C KaKUMU-TO 3HaKaMu. 113u F03 cynyna Kykny B pyku Llun Jlo, Ta ucnyraszo
IIapaxHyjaach Ha3afl, ¥ UTPYIIKA yIana Ha 1moji. ExBa oHa, mpe cTpax, MOMBITajaach MOJHSTh
ITPOMIUTAHHYIO 371000 KYKJIy B KQUeCTBe YIIUKH, KaK IBEPh OTBOPUIACE.

— BrI 4TO 31€ech ycTpounu? — B rojoce Boueauero 4y JIu 3sydan rEes: — YTo 3TO 3a Belllb Ha IIOIy?

— BaH, 3amuTty 9Ty HUYTOXKHY10 paby! — JluHuxku pyxHyna neper Yy JIu Ha koneHu: — Ita Llun Jlo
TYT OECOBIIMHY PAa3BOOUT, MeJIET YYIIb IIPO AYIIX MEPTBEIOB ¥ 10 CMEPTH Halyrajua cectpuly L[3u
HO3! [la ona eie u ynapuna MeHs! BaH, 3aCTynucCh 3a MeHs!

— Bor kak... A maTa poXmeHus Ha 3TOH KyKie — ee, BepHo? LI3u K03, mo yero xe TH mep3Ka.

[TocnegHre HECKOJIBKO MHEH BHIOAJICS IEPEPHIB, TOMa BO3HUK/IN HEOTJIOXKHEIE fieJia, ITPOCTUTE BCe,
HUYeM He MOT 1ToMo4b. C CErogHSIIHEro THS BO30OHOBIAIO BEITYCK. IIpOIIly IIPOIIEHUs Y BCEX.

Tl GOUIIBCS CMEPTH?

[TpousHecs ato, Yy JIu 6pocun Ha 131 KO3 x0/ofHbIN B3T/ISA[, B KOTOPOM He OBbIJI0O HU CKOpOU, HU
KPOBOXKAJHOCTH, HU JakKe HaMeKa Ha sMouuu. M BCE ke 0T ofHOro aToro B3risma Li3u KOs 3aTpscio
B 03HO0Ee — 3TO Iyraso ee Kyaa CUlIbHEee, 4YeM BCcTpeda ¢ mpu3pakoM FHO# Crina! Cama TOro He
0CO3HaBasi, OHa TOXKe PYXHYyJa Ha KoneHu nepern Uy JIu u ropbKo 3aphifana: — BaH, s BUHOBaTa!
Kusruns 607blile BCEI'0 Ha CBETe yBazKasla Bac, YMOJISIO, IPUKAXKUTE el 60Jbllle He TPUXOOHUTh...
CxkanbTech, BaH!

— LI3u }09, He Hecu yyus! — Bemonomunach JIMHUKN: — KHATUHSA yMepiia u3-3a COOCTBEHHOTO
6ecnyTcTBa, ¢ TOOOM 3TO HUKAK He CBI3aHO! XBaTUT TelIUTh ce0s TapaHoueil U MpUMepATh Ha cebst



yyxkue rpexu!

— JIMHYXKMY, OHa He NMOUIaNuT MeHs, U TeOs Toxke He MuHyeT! Mu TH fyMana, Y BaHa CTOIBKO
HaJIOXKHULI, [TI0YeMy Ke HU OfHa He CMOrJla NoHeCcTu? JTO BCe ee PyK fmeno! Bay, s BUHOBATA, g He
XOTeJla TI03BOJIUTh €Y TePEPOTUTHCS U II0 COBETY BOPOXKENWKHU CMacTepuiia 3Ty KyKiIy, YTOOb OHa
HaBceTrga 0CTajach OOUHOKUM OJIyKOarIuM IPU3PaKoM, HO g y2Ke 0CO3Hasla CBOI0 OLIMOKY,
packauBaloch! MHe Oofibllle He Hy>KHa 3Ta KyKJIa, S BO3Bpalllalo ee Blagenule! YMosiio, IyCcTh OHa
OTIIyCTUT MeHs!

C stumu cnoBamu L[3u KO3 nmopxBaTuia ¢ moja KyKjly U CHOBA IONEBITalaCh CYHYTh ee B pyku LluH Jlo.
Llwa JIo M"HCTUHKTUBHO OTCTYIIMJIA HA IIar, cobupasick yOpaThCs MoJ00-HO OT 3TOT0 paccagHuKa
HEeNpUATHOCTEeH, Kak BOpyr Uy JIu 3acnonun ee coboi. OieoMIeHHO IS8 Ha IUPOKYI0 cuHy Yy
JIn, 3aKkpriBIIero ee oT LI3u K)5, oHa Ha MUT moTepsia Jap peuyu. JIerKuil BeTEPOK U3 PACKPHITOU
[IBepU HEXKHO KOCHYJICS ee L[eKH, B3MEeTHYB IIPSIOU YePHEIX BOJIOC, pacChmaBImxcs mo oy, a Uy Jlu
00EpHYJICS — U UX BITJISIOLl BCTPETUIIUCE...

Ona HUKaK He oxwupasna, 4to Uy JIu BCTaHET Ha ee 3alluTy, ¥ OT YAUBIIEHUS CJIeTKa IPUOTKpPhLIa
ryoul. Ee yucroe, muieHHOe PyMsiH U OeJTUJI IpeKpacHoe JIUIIO B 3TOT MOMEHT 3aIeydaTiieyioch B
cepaue Yy JIu; omyTuB, KaK 4YTO-TO APOHYJIO B CAMOX COKPOBEHHOU I'TyOMHe OyIIN, OH HEKOTOPOe
BpeMs MpucCTanbHo cMoTpen Ha LluH Jlo, a 3aTem oTBen B3rnsan. Cepane Luu JIo 3aK0IOTHIOCH
IITUIIEN, HO TYT IIOPHIB BETPA M3 PACIaXHYTOM [IBEPH pacCesiyl OCTaTKX 071aroBOHUY B KOMHATE, U
paccynok L13u KO3 Havan nposiCHATHCS.

— 3910... yTO nmpoucxongut? [Touemy 3meck CTONBKO Hapony? 4...

[I3u KOs cxBaTuiack 3a pacKalblBalIIyIOCS TOJIOBY, OTYasIHHO MacCCUPYS BUCKHU, U JIAIIb CIIyCTS
momnroe BpeMs coOpajia MBICTIH BOeAUHO. PacTepsHHBIM B3TJISIAOM oHa o6Bena Uy JIu, JIMHYXKY U,
HaKOHell, ocTaHOBUJA ra3a Ha Lun Jlo. CHexXHO-05efHas, oHa TKHyna B L{uH JIo manbieM u
3aBu3Xkasa: — Bo BceM BuHOBaTa Thl! Temeps-ToO g MOHSJIA: PaHbIlle Y MeHs IIPOCTo Goresna rojiosa,
HO HUKOT[Ia He OBbIJI0 TaKUX raJUTIONUHAINN — 9TO TH IPHMEHUIIAa KO MHE KaK0e-TO KOJIHOBCTBO!
Huskas, noanasa geska! BaH, He BepbTe TOMY, YTO g TOJIBKO YTO HarOBOPHUIIa, MEHS OKOJIAOBaH,
MHoOU ynpasisanu! Y gTa Kykiia He MOf1, 3TO JeBYOHKA [10[CTaBUIla MeHs1! BaH, oToMCTUTE 3a MeH:!

Pa3pasusmmmice peiganusaMy, Li3u 05 3amiace B nade.

Bynyuu Hekorga KpacaBullei, B cJie3ax oHa OOBIYHO sBJIsi/Ia C060# BepX CO6/Ia3HUTENIBHOCTH, HO
ceryac, UCCOXIIAas ¥ OCYHYBILASICS, OHA BLI3BIBAJIA JIMIIH pa3apaxkeHue. CIIOKOWHO TOCMOTPEB Ha Hee
Kakoe-To BpeMs, Uy JIu Tuxo u 6eccTpacTHO npousHec: — 1[3u K03, 3a cogessHHOE MPUXOAUTCS
TJIATUTh, ¥ HUKTO Ha CBETE He CMOXKeT Tebs crmacTu. S Toxe.

— BaH, HeyxXenu B U [IpaBaa 0CTaBUTe MeHs yMUpaTh? Pa3Be BEl MOXKeTe CIIOKOMHO CMOTPETh, Kak
3TOT MOHCTP 3abupaeT MO0 KH3Hb? 7 He X0uy ymuparth! { elile He ycIiena B30UTH Ha MECTO
KHATUHY, 51 HEe X049y YMUPATh!

— cupocun Yy Jlu.



— Ia! { #e xouy ymupats! 4 He cMupIOChH!

— Pa3 T Tak GOUIIIBCS CMEPTH... TOTHA S Hapyio Tebe CMepTh.

Murnocepnue

[uu Jlo maxe He ycmesa 3aMeTuTh, Kak Uy JIu o0HaXKuI Med — KIUHOK y2Ke BOH3HUJICS B TeJo LI3u
H0a.

[MTupoko pacnaxHyB rna3a, L[3u K03 He ychena Tpou3HECTH HYU CJIOBA, KaK OIIyTHUIIA XOJIOf,
Pa3NUBaIOIIUICS BHU3Y XKUBoTa. OMyCTUB I'OJIOBY U C HEIOBEPUEM IJISIAd Ha paclosi3ailleecs 110
omexne 6arpoBoe MSITHO, OHA OTYAsTHHO 3aTpsiciia TOJI0BOM: — BaH... HeyKeNu BH U BIPSME... XOTUTE
Moeu cMmepTu?

— [I3u 103... 4 mo3Bonum Tebe MPOXKUTDL HA ABa rofia AoJblie. Bynb T MOCNYIIHA, S, BO3MOXKHO,
nomaaui Os1 Te6s pafgy TBOETO 0TLA, HO TH THICAYY pa3 epecTynusa Moo dyepTy. ChivH O0nbllle HET,
HO s He II03BOJII0 HUKOMY TOITATh €e€... I0OCMePTHOE NOCTOUHCTBO.

— W TonmbKO u3-3a 3TOTr0... Pa3 BaH Tak CHUJIbHO JTIOOUT KHATHHIO, I0YEMY 3Ke TOTHa ITOBEePUIT MOoei
JIXKW 1 IO3BOJINII €1 UATH Ha CMEPTh? Xe-Xe...

— OTO0 MOe caMoe TIXKOe COXKaJIeHNe B XU3HU.

— A a? A kak xe g? Pa3Be BBl XOTh KaIleJIbKY JTIOOWIN MEHS?

He nepecraBas nnakats, Li3u 03 nogHsna rna3a Ha Uy JIu, oxupgasa ero orseta. He 3agymelBasiCh HU
Ha ceKyHay, Uy JIu nuinb mokavan ronosoi: — Her.

— Xopo11o, g noHsNa... BEIXOOUT, 4 ¥ BOIPIMb Kpyriad Aypa... Kakoy TOJK B TOM, 4TO S OfepKasa
Bepx B 9TOM Ooprbe... Xe-xe...

Cne3ssr 1131 F09 KaTunIKUCh TPafioM, IT0Ka OHA HAaKOHEI[ He PYyXHYJa 0e3ObXaHHOM Ha XOJIOOHBIN IO,
JInnuxu nobesena OT yXKaca, CTOSI HY XKUBa HU MepTBa, a Uy JIu, Hu KallJIi He BEIKa3biBas IevallH,
OT[aJl MpUKa3s ciiyraM yopaTth Teo.

[TomHSB C oA TPSAMUYHYIO KYK/Y, OH JOJITO MO/T4aJll, a 3aTEM HallpaBUJICS K Beixony. Llun JIo
olleTleHesla Ha MecCTe, HO y caMoro nopora Uy JIu Bopyr o6epHyncs: — Mau 3a MHOM.

— Cnymatoch, — pacTepsHHo Opocuna Liun Jlo.

[MMaras cnemom 3a LIy Jlu, KOTOprfI IIIeJT HECIIEITHBIM ITTaroM, OHM MUHOBAIX HeMaJlkl IIyTh, IIOKaA TOT



HaKOHEI[ He OCTaHOBUIICSI B BOIHOM Oecenke Yy 03€epa.

YceBuIuch B IyIeTEHOE KPECTIO, OH OJHY 3a [APYTOM BHITAIIUII U3 KYKJIbl CePeOpSIHbIE UTTIH ¥ OTJIOKHUIT
ee B CTOpoHy. OmenoMaeHHO rnsagd Ha Hero, LluH JIo 3ameTuna Ha nuile Uy JIu HeBepOSITHYIO,
HEMBICTIUMYIO [JI HEr0 HeXKHOCTh. BApyT oH Gpocun B3TIsAn Ha KYKITy, YIBIOHYICS el M TPOU3HeC: —
Hun JIo, mpOCTH, YTO 3aCTaBUI TeOSI CTaTh CBUOETEIEM CTOIb HEIIPUTISIHOM CIIEHHI.

— Cwmeto 11 s, paba... — UCITyTaHHO OITyCTUB I'0JI0BY, TpobopmoTana Liuu Jlo.

— 3pech HEUYEro CMEeTh UJIK He CMETh... ITO 5 Iepef Hell BUHOBAT.

— BaH roBopuT... 0 TOKOUHOM KHATUHE? — [ejlasd BUI, YTO HUYETO He MoOHuMaeT, cripocuna Lu# Jlo.

— 4 OyMaJl, BCé KOHYE€HO, HO He IIPpeAIliojiarajl, 4To Jaze II0CJIe CMEPTH OHA IIPOOOJIZKaJla
HCIIBITBHIBATh TAKKUE MYKH... XOTSI U3MEHUTD YK€ HU4Yero HeJb34d.

— BrIpaxaio cob6one3H0BaHUS BaHy, — OeXKYypPHO oTo3Bajnach Lun Jlo.

— Tl 1 BIpaBAy He NTOOUII, MHOT'O TOBOPHUTh, — YyTh KaYHYB Ir'0JI0BOM, mpousHec Uy JIu: —
Hcnyramnace 1y T BUga MepTBeLa?

IpsiuHO meno! JIro6as oObIYHAS XKEHIIMHA IIPYU BUEe TPYIla JUIIUIach OBl YYBCTB OT CTPaxa, a OHa,
oflepKUMas JUIIb XKaXAou pacrpassl Hax L[3u KO3, He BrIKa3alla HU MaJleHIIero UCIyra Ipu ee
rubenu — HeMyapeHo, uTo Uy JIu 3amono3pui HellafHoe.

Hy u nycTs...

Bce paBHO OH yKe DaBHO TOYUT Ha Hee 3y0, ellle OOHUM IIOf03peHueM 00JIblile, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
Kakas pa3Huna. K ToMy ke el CKOpO B UMIIEPaTOPCKUY OBOPEL, BPSL I OH PELIUTCS PaCIPaBUTHCSI
C Heli IpsiMo ceiidac. [To mpaBfe roBopsi, 3a 3TO CTOUT CKa3aTh Cllacub0 TOMY ragKoMy
HUwmnepatopy...

— O ueM THI OIATH 3aAyManack? — Yy JIu mMPOTSHYA PYKY U JETKO MPUIIORHSI mombopomok Liun Jlo:
— TepneTh He MOTY, KOTZla TH BEYHO BUTaellb B 00j1aKax.

— IIpomty BaHa co6mofaTh IPUTUYHS.

CnemrHo orctynuB Ha mar, Lus JIo ¢ mocamoy cTepiia ¢ mof00poKa OIIyIlleHue YyKOoTo
npuKoCHOBeHUd. Uy JIu He pa3rHeBasiCsl — HAIPOTUB, OH TUXO paccMessicsa. CMesisicsl OH JOJITO,
noBopas LluH JIo mo Mypalllek ¥ MOTHOTO HeJoyMeHus. M Korjga oHa yXKe IOYTH II0Tepsijia IOYBY IO
HOTaMU OT PaCTEPSHHOCTH, OH JIETOHBKO IIOTPeIasl ee [0 roJI0Be M HaKOHel] Ipou3Hec: — Bce Ta Xke
ynpsiMmunia... Kak xe Tl coOupaenbcst o4apoBaTh MiMIiepaTopa ¢ TaKUM XapaKTepoM?



3uauuTt, Yy JIu... Bce-Taku COOUPAETCS OTHATh ee IPYroMy.

Ceppue Llun Jlo ynano, a Ha gylie CTaJo HEBBIHOCUMO MYTOpHO. ['nans Ha Hee, Uy Jlu BApyr
00ponumn: — CeromHs IeHb €e CMEPTH.

— Vry.

— He gyman, uTo Bce 00epHeTCS TaKuM (HapCcoM...

— Hanmoxuuna L3u KO3 MepTBa, HHTEPECHO, KaK BaH cOOMpaeTCs JepxkKaTh OTBET Iepe[ ee
POIOHBIMU?

— Huxkak.

— M?

— He coepxarcs u youn ee. Kak Teneps Bce ynaguThb... — Yy JIu HaXMypHUIICS C TIOKa3HHIM
oropueHueM: — YToOH n30ekKaTh UX YIIPEKOB, IPUOETCS BEIIyMaTh KaKOe-HUOYIb MPECTYIJIeHHEe MJIs
WX KJIaHa, YTOOHI OHU HEe CMeJId THeBAThCS Ha MEHS WK TPeOOBaTh CIIPABeIIuBOCTH.

— BaH... — yronku pra us Jlo cierka gporHyiu.

Pasymeercs, oHa 3Hana, 4To Uy JIu He Ha30BEIh OIIPOMETYHUBEIM Oe3yMIileM, OOHAKO, PACIIPaBIIssiCh
¢ LI3u O3 MunHyTY Ha3af, OH U BIPSAMb OeUCTBOBAaJ CropsAya, He pa3ayMblBasi. BEITh MOXKET, OH
OEeVCTBUTEIbLHO BCIIBIIUI, @ OBITH MOXKET, ¥ BIPSIMb XOTEJI OTOMCTUTH 3a Hee...

Ho yxe no3gHo.

CnumkoMm no3gHo, Yy Jlu.

YTo TH HAMEPEH MPeANpPUHATh gasnbiie? Toxke 00BUHUTEL ceMbio L3 FO3 B mpecTymieHuu, TOYHO Tak
JKe, KakK pacmpaBuics ¢ kimanoM Hu? [la, s HeHaBuxky L3u KO3, HO BOBCe He XkKejtaio, YTOOH! BITYCTYIO
moru0y HU B 4YeM He ITOBHHHBIE JTIoaK. HaBepHoe, s BCe-TaKu HeMOCTaTOYHO 0e3:KaloCTHA. ..

Ho a1 He X049y IIa4YKaTh PYKH KPOBBIO HEBUHHEIX.

— BaH, mpomry Bac, o6ayMaiiTe 9TO KaK ClefyeT, — HaKoHel] mpor3Hecna LuH Jlo.

— O? He xouerb, 4ToOH Gefa 3aTpoHyIa Apyrux? [Touemy?



— OHU He COBepIIANY MPECTYIIeHNH, U uxX rubesns Obiyia 65 HarmpacHoM. Eciu BaH HE MOXKET
OCTY[UTh THEB, JIyUIIE...

— Jlyume 4T0?

— Jlyume coctaBuTh oduiMaIbHOE IUCHMO 0 pa3Bofe, UTOOH HanoxkHUIa 03 naxe nocne cMeptu
HOCHJIa 11030 OTBEPIrHYTOU XKEHHL.

— Lun Jlo, maxe He 3HAIO, HA3BaTh JIU Te0s XKECTOKOCEPAHOH... Xe-xe... 3a0aBHO, 10 Yero xe
3a0aBHO.

Yy JIu cHOBa pacxoxoTtancs. Llun JIo yKpafKou 3aKaTuia Irjiasa 4, MIOTYIUBLIKNCH, 3aCThIIA PSIOOM C
HUM, a Uy JIu HeoxXugaHHO NogHSICA Ha Horu. OH OBUT BRICOK, ¥ MaKyIKa LluH JIo egBa gocTaBana
eMy 10 Tof00pOo/Ka; OH HaydaJ IIar 3a IIaroM HafIBUTaThCAd Ha Hee, BHIHYXK/as ee HHCTUHKTUBHO
IISITUTHCS Ha3aj,.

Ynepimch cCIHOM B epuia 6ecegKy, 3a KOTOPHIMH IIJIecKasiach BoAa, OHa IIOHSJIA, YTO OTCTYHIATh
Oosnbine HeKyma. ['my60K0 B3MOXHYB ¥ MONHSAB rojioBy Ha Uy JIu, oHa yBUea Ha ero ryfax Ty caMylo
yNBIOKY — 00 00/ 3HAKOMYIO U B TO K€ BpeMs YyXKAyIo.

I'nsapga Ha Hee, 0OH yCcMexHyJicsA: — LluH JIo, mogyMaTh TOJIBKO, THL ITeYellscs 0 pogHbix [3u KOs, Pa3
TaK, 3aYeM e Thl OTPaBUIIa ee, Be[sl K BepHOU rubemu?

— O yeM roBOpPUT BaH? — BCS 3apOXKaB, IPUTBOPUIIACch HenoHuMatomen Lun Jlo.

— OmnuywM. B ee KypunbHutie 6611 onuyM. Eciiu mamMsAaTh MHE He U3MEHSEeT, UMEHHO THl IIPETofgHecTIa
ey 9TOT NOoJapoK... YTO Tl Ha 3TO CKaXKeIhb?

CnoBa nucutisl: C CErOmHSIIIHET0 AHS KHUTA MTOCTYIIAeT B IIPOAAaXy, 0 3 I'JIaBH B IeHb, Clacubo BceM
3a MOAJIePXKKY~~~~ YIINIbIBAIO B ITedaju~~ ~

CuoBa Becna

u# Jlo npoMonyana.

OmycTHB rOJIOBY, OHA JTUXOPAgO4YHO cooOpaxkaa: ecTh i y Uy JIu HeOmpoBePKUMEIE YIIUKH UITH OH
npocTo 6epeT ee Ha UCIYT? MEIC/Ib O TOM, YTO TOKCUYHBIE CBOMCTBA ONMYMa M3BECTHHI JIUIIb
eIUHHULIAM, TyT JXe CMeHHUJIaCh OllaCeHrueM — a BOPYr cpenu moaei Yy JIu HaugeTcsa TOT, KOMY 3TO
Begomo? Het, Uy JIu npuBHIK nojiaraThCsa Ha GakKTH; eclid OBl OH IeHCTBUTENBHO YIUUUIL €€ B 3JI0M
yMEBICTIE, TO He CTasl OBl OTJISIABIBATHCS Ha MMIIEPaTOPCKUM yKa3 U 3apyous Ovl ee Ha MecTe, Kak L3u
03! Henb3st mommaBaThcst NaHuKe! B KOHIIE KOHIIOB... Oy[Iy CTOSITh Ha CBOEM [I0 KOHIIA ¥ HU B YeM He
IIPU3HAIOCh.



— BaH, xkuB4 B gepeBHe, Llun Jlo cibilaga, 9TO 9TOT I[BETOK ITIOMOTraeT YCIOKOUTh HEPBHI, IOTOMY U
mpernogHecsa ero Hanoxuulle F03. B yueM ke BuHa Llux JIo? Pa3Be 3TOT LIBETOK SITOBUT?

— OTOT LBETOK... I0XKaIyd, He IA0BUT. BEITh MOXKET.

bpocus Ha LuH Jlo eiie ogun B3r4A, Uy JIU Ha peIKOCTh JIETKO OTCTYIIUJICA U He CTall
IOMBITHIBATHCS manbine. [uH JIo 061erYeHHO BHIIOXHYJIA, YYBCTBYS, KaK 110 CIIMHE CTPYUTCS
X0oOHEIY 1TOT. C TOPHKUM BO3MYIIIEHHEM OHa IoAyMasa, YTO 00IIeHNe C TaKUM IIPOHULIATETbHBIM
MYKYMHOM CTI0OCOOHO COKPATUTh KU3Hb JIET Ha JeCsTh — K CYaCThIO, OHA M TakK yxke MepTBa! Kak xke
CUJIBHO €M XOTeJIOCh Bpe3aTh eMy cerdac II0 IIepBoe YHUCIIO...

— He pgBuraucs. — Pyka Yy JIu 1eroHbKO CKOJIb3HYJIa 110 €€ BOJIOCaM.
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