— Xe-xe.

I[To cpaBHenwuio ¢ rubesnbio B ponu FOit ChiMH, MOSI HBIHEIIHSS Cyab0a Kyna JTydlie.

Thl HAKOHEI-TO CHOBa OTIIPABUJI MeHs Npoub, Yy JIu.

C 3TOr0 MOMEHTa MH CTalu COBEPIIEHHO YY2KHWMHU JIIOOBMH, HE TaK nm?

4 06s13aTenbHO 3acTaBiio Tebs MoXKaleTh O CETONHSAIIHEM PEIIeHUH, T0KaleTb O TOM, YTO THI
oTmpaBuil MeHs B MmnepaTopckuii gBopel;. O6s13aTeNbHO.

IleHb BTOPOH.

Pano yrpom Lun Jlo pa36ymumnu ciayxkaHKU. [Tocie TOro Kak OHa BOCKypusia 6;1aroBOHMS, OMBIJIACh
Iepeoesach, OHa MO3BOJIKIIA CIyKaHKaM yJI0XKHUTh CBOU BOJIOCH! B CJIOKHYIO U TIBIITHYIO
IPUABOPHYIO IIPUYECKY, YTHIKAHHYIO CUSIOMIMMU 30JI0THIMY IINUIbKaMU, IIepeofiesiach B 61eqHo-
KpaCHOe IIPUBOPHOE IJIaThe U HaJl0XKuJja TAKEeIbd, SpKUA MaKUuSIXK.

E€ BHemHOCTh u 6e3 Toro Okljla HEBEPOSITHO XOPOIIIa, a I0CJIe CTOJb TIIAaTEIbHEIX TPUTOTOBIEHUN
OHa CTaJla IIOUCTHHE MTOTPsicalolel BooOpaxkeHre KpacaBullel, 0T KOTOPO# 3aXBaTHIBAIO AYX.
EnuHCTBEHHBIM U3BSHOM 0CTaBaJIOCh TO, YTO YTOJIOK ee PTa BCe ellle Cerka IIpUIyxal, a Ha IIeke
BUOHeEJICS ONIeHbIN IpaM — BCE 9TO Iy[pa U pyMsiHa ObUIM He B CUJIaX CKPHITE.

— T'ocnioxka Tak npekKpacHa, — PafioCTHO U I'PYCTHO IIpou3Hecna JIoap. — YBupes Bac, Ban
HaBepPHSIKa pemus Obl, 4TO Iepeq HUM HeO0XKUTeTbHUIA.

— Jlo3p, mpeKpaTy HeCcTu uyls! — cTporo obopBasa ee Liun JIo. — 4 BOT-BOT BO#Y BO [BOpEL],
HeyKeJu Thl X04Yelllb BCe UCIIOPTUTH?

— Jloap 3HAET CBOIO OIIHUOKY...

— T'ocioxa LluH JIo 1 BIpsiMb KpaliHe OCTOPOZKHA, BIIPOYEM, OHO U BepHO. JI03p, BOUAS BO ABOPEL,
THI JOJIZKHA CJIEUTD 3@ KaXKIOBIM CBOMM CJIOBOM U ITOCTYIIKOM: JIy4llle CKa3aTh MeHbIIle, YeM OO0JIbIIle,
HeJlb3s1 JOCTaBJIATh XJIOMOTH TOCIIOXKe U BaHy, MOHUMaels? — oTyuTana JIosp moxunas MaTpOHA.

— Cnyuarcs.

— locmoxka, mMpoIIy Bac CIIOKOMHO I0KUAAThCS CHACTIMBOrO0 Yaca. Kak TOIbKO OH HAaCTYIIUT, BEI
OTIIPABUTECH BO JBOPEII.

— bnaropmapio Bac, MaTpoHa.



YKpallleHus Ha TOJT0Be OBIIM HACTONIBKO TSI2KEJIBIMY, YTO €/Ba I03BOJISN IepKaTh TOJI0BY IPSIMO,
omHako IluH JIo cumena c U3SUIHBIM U CIOKOMHBIM BUIOM, ¥ B KaXKIOM ee [IBUKEHUU CKBO3UIIO
671aTOPOACTBO, MIPUCYILEE JIUILID JeBaM U3 3HATHHIX CEMeH, 0TYET0 MAaTPOHEI B AyIIle HEBOIBHO
u3ymisiiuch. OHM HUKaK He 0XKUAAJ|, YTO JeBYIIKA CTOJIb CKPOIHOTO ITPOUCXOKAEHHUS, TOMUMO
IIPEKpPaCHOY BHEITHOCTH, OKAXKEeTCS ellle M HaCTOIbKO CMHBIIITIEHO!; CYAs II0 BceMy, ee Oyayluee
TIOUCTHHE 6e3rpaHuyHo... Ho moyemy ke BaH ¢ I€rKOCTBIO OTHAI €€ IPYroMy?

— CuacTnuBelY Yac HacTall. [Ipolry Bac, rocroxa, BEIXOOUTE.

— INonimemrTe.

KpacHzriii menkoBbIy 1aT CKpbUl 1uio Lux Jlo, OHa omepsach pyKOu O PYKYy MaTpOHHL U, CIenys 3a
Hel, BBIIJIa M3 KOMHATEH, & 3a0AHO U IOKKUHYJIa pe3ufeHIuo KHa351 Hanbuxkao. Cups B KapeTe, OHa
B IIOC/IeMHMM pa3 Opocuiia B3TJISA Ha Me[JIeHHO yhansiomyocs Pe3unennuio KHsA39 Hanbuxkao,
II0CJie Yero CHOBa HaKWHYJa Ha ce0si KpaCHBIM IIJIaToK.

[Ipomau, Yy JIu.

briTh MOXKeET, HaBcerma.

— Bam, rocnoxa Lun Jlo yexana.

— Mw. OHa HMYEro He CKa3aja?

— Iloxoxe, 4TO HeET... A Ta IeB4YOHKa, JI03p, BCce BpeMs IJlakasna, HO rocrnoxa lluH JIo ka3anach
OYeHb CIIOKOWHOM, He ITPOU3Hecsa HU CI0Ba.

— Xe-xe... IT0 Ha Hee noxoxe. Yto erre?

— MaTpoHHI TOBOPST, YTO MaHePH! rocrnoxu [{uH JIo TOYb-B-TOYb KaK Y apUCTOKPATKX, OHU HUKOTAa
IpexXe He BCTPeYalld CTOJIb YTOHYEHHBIX KEeHIIHH.

— Ee MaHepH! ¥ BIpSIMb O€3yTIPeyHHL.

Yy JIu KHBHYJI, BHE3AIIHO II0OYYBCTBOBAB Pa3fpakeHue U TPEBOTY — CTOMJIO eMy BCIIOMHUTD 00 yxofe
9TOM JXXEHINUHH, KaK Ha AyIlIe BO3HUKAJI HeMPUSITHEIN ocafoK. OH B35y ce0s B PYKH, IIPOTHAT IIPOYb
MBICTTA 00 9TO¥M pasmgpazkalolei ero ocobe U CMEHUI TEMY:

— YTO roBOPSAT CO CTOPOHEI JIMHYKM?

— T'ocnioxa JIMHYXKY yKe ocaxeHa II0f AOMalllHUY apecT, OHa He Bo3paxaia.



— OHa 00BsICHUIIA, TOYEMY pEIIuia YNHUTH mpensTcTBus Lun Jlo?

— Hert. Ho, 10 MHEeHHUIO Balllero IOOYMHEHHOTO...

— T'oBopu mpsamo.

— Tloxoxe, rocnoxa JIMHYKY caMa MpPeOLIBaeT B PACTEPSIHHOCTU. TO OHa TBEPOUT KaK0e-TO
«HEBO3MOKHO», TO 3asBIIsIeT, OYOTO «BCe 3TO JIOXKb>». Balll MOMUYMHEHHbIM CYUTAET, YTO I'OCII0XKaA,
KaxeTcs...

— Couta ¢ yma?

— Barn noguuHeHHBIH He CMeeT TOBOPUTH IOJ00HOe.

— Y4uHUTE TaKoe C OeBYIIKOM, KOTOPYIO MOJIXKHO OTIIPABUThL BO ABOpell... OHa u mpaBaa cOecusnacs.
CamuM BHHOBAT, YTO CJIMIIIKOM IOJITO ITOTAKaJj ¥, BOT OHa M pacIoscasiach OKOHYATEIILHO.

— BaH, KkaxeTcs, rocroxa ele 1 3acTaBuiia rocroxy Llus JIo 4To-To HanucaTth, He XKeaeTe
B3IJIAHYTH?

— [aBaiiTe, — HeOpexHO Opocun Yy Jlu.

OH B3$JT TOlaHHOE TTOJYMHEHHBIM ITMChMO U HEBOJIbHO BOCXUTHUJIICS OypHOU haHTasuewn JIMHYKY,
IIOITYTHO Pa3MBIIISAS, He HAaBECTH JIU MIOPSAAOK B CBOEM rapeMe — a TO 9TUM XKeHIIUHaM SBHO
CJIMLIKOM CKY4YHO. BHe3amHo ero B3TJISA[ 3alleNUICI 3a MOAIUCH B CaMOM HHU3Y, TeJIO Cllerka
3agpoKajo, a Masblbl YyTh HE pa3opBaiu OyMary B KJI0Ybs.

— Yb4 3TO IOOIIUCE?

— Ban?

— Kt0 ocTaBui nognuck JInHYKKT?

— IToxoxe... rocnoxa Llun Jlo... BaH, uTo ¢ Bamu? Bau?

Yy JIu 6pocuscs K BEIXOMY.

OH CTOSITT Ha ITOPOTE U BO BCE T'Jla3a CMOTPET, KaK KapeTa Uc4Ye3aeT U3 BUAY, @ 3aTeM OIYCTHUII B3TIIS[
Ha JTUCTOK OyMaru B pyKe, YyBCTBYS, KaK B I'PyOU BHE3aIHO 00pa30Bajach 3USIOIAsi, HEBEIHOCHMO
cagHsuasa MyCcToTa. B co3HaHMM 3apoauiach goragka, B KOTOPYIO OH CaM He CMeJl IOBEPUTh; KPETKO
CKaB KyJIaKd, OH TpoOopMoTaJ IIpo cebs:



— Iun JIo... Coiud... CoinuH!

— BaH? — po0OKO OKJIMKHYJI €T0 MOJYUHEHHBIH.

— [Tomren BOH.

— Cnywarocs...

Yy JIu cTOsNT y BXO[a B Pe3UAEHIINI0 COBEPIIEHHO OJUH, CHOBA ¥ CHOBA IIEPEUYMTHIBAS TOT JTUCTOK
OyMaru, mpuKuMasi 3HaKOMBIY 110 BOCTIOMUHAHUSIM ITOYEPK K TPYOU TaK KPEerko, OyaTo Mor
IIOYYBCTBOBATh UyKoe cepauebruenue. Pa3ym TBepaul eMy, 4TO BCe 9TO BIIOJTHE MOXKET 0Ka3aThCs
JIOBYIIKOM, HO OH OBLJI TOTOB ITAcTh B Hee 110 COOCTBEHHOMY BOJIEU3bsiBNIeHUIO! Befb M0Ka ocTaBaiachk
XOTh KpOIlleYHas NoJig BePOSTHOCTH, IOKa ellle CYIIeCTBOBAJ IIIaHC UCKYIIUThL CBOIO BUHY...

Ho He nmo3muo nu Bce?

OH cnpimian, 4to KpoBaBelil HeGpuT 001agaeT yOUBATEILHEIMU CBOMCTBAMU — HEYKeNIH U BIPSMb...

Yo ObI HY CIIYYHUIIOCH, ST HEIIPEMEHHO OTHIINY OTBeT. LuH JIo, HeBaxKHO, 0Oy4uIH 11 TeOs
oA IesbIBaTh MouepK CHIMH, U Ke [eHCTBUTEIHHO CYIIeCTBYeT BO3BpallleHue OyLu B OpeHHOoe
TEJIO U TIepEepPOKIEHNUE. ..

¢l HUKOTIa He BepuJl HU B KakKux 60ToB u Bynny, s Bepio TombKo B cebst. [T0aTOMy 5T caM Haly OTBeT,
un Jlo.

HWMnepaTopCcKuii ABOPELL.

Kapeta ocranoBumnachk nepeq 60koBeiMu BopoTamu CioaHby. CTPaXKHUKY TIIATENTLHO TOCMOTPEN
9KHUIIaXK U JIUIIb II0CJIe 3TOr0 IIO3BOJIMIM UM BbeXaTh BHYTPb. VX IpUBENN B BeCbMa YeAUHEHHYIO
obuTtensb B riybuHe gBopia — JIBopern KOiizao.

HmMmmnepaTop He moxamnoBasn Llud JIo HUKaKoro o¢uLIKraaIbHOr0 TUTYIIa, II03TOMY BPEMEHHO OHA
IIOCENINIaCh B 3TOM YeAUHEHHOM ABOPIIE B OKUAAHUM UMIIEPATOPCKOro npu3keiBa. [IBopel KOnn3ao
OBLTT HeBEJIUK, IOCTOSTHHOM XO3SWKK B HEM HE UMEJIOCh, ¥ B HEM IIPOXKHUBaIU OBe HaloXHUIIE
MoauXK3Hb da O0Ha CKPOMHAas TaJIaHTJIIMBAsd HAaJIO2KHHUIa — BCE€ OHH 3aHWMaJIi JOBOJIEHO HU3KHE
CTYIIEHU B Mepapxuu cymnpyr npasutensd. Lluna Jlo He Befasa, KTO UMEHHO OMPEHENUII €€ B CTOIb
rJIyX0€e MeCTO, HO JoTrafblBajach, YTO 9TOT YeJI0BEK HaBepPHSIKa XOTeJl TauKOM IIPenofgaTh el YPOK 1
Hafesscs, yTo MMmepatop O6bICTPo 3a0ymeT o Hel: faXke ecyu el MOCYaCTIUBUTCS 3a0epeMeHeTs,
OHa OCTaHEeTCs BCETO JIUIIb CKPOMHOU HaJl0XKHUILlen MalikK9Hb, HEJOCTOMHOU JIyYIIero MoJI0XeHu .

— l'ocmoxa, II049YeMYy MEI IIOCEJINJIUCh B TAKOM MmecTe? Bens Bac IIpuBEJIX BO ABOPEI I10 INYHOMY
IIOBEJIEHHUIO I/IMHepaTopa, KaK XK€ TakK...



— Jloap! — ctporo nocmoTpena Ha Hee Lun J1o, mogyMaB, YTO 3Ty JeBYOHKY OEMCTBUTENILHO ITOpa
IPOy4YuTh. — UTO 3TO 3a MecTo, pa3Be Tebe M03BoeH0 0onTaTh YTO B3gyMaeTcs? 2KuBo 3amonyu!

— TI'ocnoxka LluH JIo mipaBa, IPOSABIISASI OCTOPOXKHOCTD, HO ¥ CJI0OBA TOCIOXKY JI0SD HE NUIIIeHE
cMbicnia. [Tocenuch BH B ITOKOSX KaKOW-HUOYIb 0671aCKaHHOM MHUIOCThIO HaJIOKHUIIH, ¥ Bac,
€CTECTBEHHO, ObIJI0 OBl Kyfa O0JbIle IIaHCOB IMOBUAATh MiMIlepaTopa — a Bedb XXKEHIIUHE BO [IBOPIIE
TOJIBKO TEM U KMBYT, YTO pamu MmmepaTopa u mgeimiat. Kpacuselie, mobpomeTebHbIe, TaJTAHT/IUBHIE. ..
BO [IBOPIIe XBaTaeT BCAKUX. [IyCTh ceiyac rocrmoxa 1 o6uxkeHa, HO Befib He KaXXOMY HOBeJI0Ch Ob
JKUTh B TOJOOHBIX TOKOSIX. Kak TONBKO rocliozka 3aBOIOET pacmosioxkeHnue MMmneparopa, y Bac
HeIIpeMeHHO MOSBSATCS COOCTBEHHBIE XOPOMBI, U TOTia He MIPUAETCS I0TUTHCS TIOM YyKOM KpHIIIel 1
3arnsgabsBaTh KOMY-TO B I'Jla3a.

ITH CJI0Ba IPOM3HEC/Ia MMOXKHUIasa JBOPIoBas MaTpoHa. IIpuBens [Iun JIo B cBoM KOMHATHI, OHa 0e3
BCSIKMX 1IePEMOHUM IIPUHSIACh OTUUTHIBATh €€ MATKO CTeJs, fa XKeCTKO CraTh, 0T4ero nuiio JIoap
IIOKpPAcHEJIO OT CThifia. JIoap Oblyla eAMHCTBEHHOMU CITy2KaHKOM, KoTopyio LluH Jlo B3sima ¢ co60i: XOTA
OHA ¥ CaMa yKaCHO 3/IUJIach Ha AJTMHHBINA SI3HIK IEBUOHKH, €€ MPUPOfa He M03BoJIsaa OPOCUTh CBOUX
B Oeme, TeM OoJiee cTepreTsh MoJ0OHOe OTHOLIEHKE K CITy2KaHKe CO CTOPOHBI YyKUX iofen. JIuio
Llun Jlo Bce elrle CKpBIBAJI KPACHBIHM IIJIATOK, HO I'YOBI TPOHYJIA IPHUBET/IMBAs, MITKas yIb0Ka:

— MaTpoHa TOBOPUT BepHO, u 1TuH JIo cepmeuHo Graromapur ee 3a no6prie moxenanus. Ecnu Lun
Jlo omHaX[IH ¥ BIIPABOY MOBENIOCH OBl MPOCTIABUTEL CBOM PO, OHa, pa3yMeeTcs, He 3abyaeT «3a00Ty»
MaTPOHHI ¥ O0TOIAarOlapUT €€ CTOPHIIEH.

— BuI cniuimkoM mmo0e3HH, T'OCIIOXKa, — JINIIO MaTPOHEI OKaM€EHEJIO.

OHa OBlna He TJIyna U IpekpacHo moHuMasna: Liua JIo HaMeKaeT, YTo ecliv Ta B OyAyIlieM 3aBOIOET
MUJIOCTB, TO 00513aTeIbHO IPUIIOMHUT e BCe CTaphle cYeThl. Y Hamo e — Kakasg-To IeBUIla,
BIIEpBBIE NTEePECTYIUBIIAs IOPOT IBOPLA, CMeeT TaK pa3roBapuBaTh CO CTapou ciyxKaHkou! To nmu 3a
Hel CTOUT KaKas-TO CUJIa, TO JIX OHa IIPOCTO IJIylas KyKja, Haburas comoMoi. ITo npukasy
Briaropopuo cynpyru ['yiidai oHa gonxkHa Oblia TOHAOIONATh 38 HOBEHBKOW, HO TeIleph CTalo
O4Y€eBUIHO — COBNamarTh ¢ 9Toit Lun Jlo 6ymeT oX Kak HEIIPOCTO...

— locnoxka LuH Jlo, mycka¥ ceromHs Bce Ob1I0 00CTaBIEHO 110 06bYasiM IIPOCTOJIIOAUHOB, HO MEI
HAXOOUMCS B UMIIEPATOPCKON PE3UTEHIINH, U IBUTCS T FIMIIepaTop — 3aBUCUT UCKITIOUUTEIBHO OT
ero Hactpoenus. Ecnu MMmepaTop He MpUeT, BaM TakK U MPUAETCS CUAETh IO 3TUM IIJIATKOM,
IIOHKMaeTe JIH BHI 3TO?

— Buxomut, ecnu iMmepaTop He MOSIBUTCS IIEJIRIA MECSI], 5 [IOJIKHa MPOCU[IETh IO 3TUM IJIaTKOM
LeNblid Mecql? — ¢ gocapou npousHecna Lun Jlo.

— TakoBH IIpaBHuIla, rOCIIOZKaA. CTapaH ClIyXKaHKa HU4YE€M HE MO2XKET ITOMOYE.

B ronoce MaTpoHEI IPOCKOIB3HYJIX MCTUTENIbHEIE HOTKY 3JI0PafCTBa, a riasa JIoap cHoBa
HaNOJHUIXCE crie3aMu. OHa ¢ TpeBoroi cMoTpena Ha Llun Jlo, cTpamack, Kak OB Ta BHOBb He
JIATIHYIa 4ero-Hu0ynb HeclbixaHHOoTro, HO 1uH JIo MUIIb CIOKOWHO OTBETUTIA:



— 4 nonsna, 6naromapio MaTPOHY 3a HacTaBJIeHUEe. MaTpoHa, g yCcTalla ¥ X0Tena OBl OTHOXHYTh,
MOZKHO?

— Ha cerogHs MBI 0OCTaBUM TOCIIOXKY B IIOKO€. Ho HauuHas ¢ 3aBTPaIlHEero JHA BaM IIPHUOETCSA
IMPUCTYIIUTL K U3YHYEHHUIO IBOPIIOBOTO 3THUKETA.

— bnaropapio.

Luu JIo 3HaKOM Beena .HOSp BPYYHUTL MAaTPOHE KpaCHBIfI KOHBEPT C J€HbI'aMH, JIMIIb IIOCJIE€ 3TOT'O
JINIOO CTAPYXXW HEMHOTI'O IIOCBETJIEJIO, U OHA yHOAdJINJIaCh. EnBa oHa yiijia, Lwun Jlo co 37mocTH COpBalia C
T'OJIOBEI ITIOKPEIBAJIO U IPUHAIACE BTUXAPA 3allMXUBATh B POT CJIACTH. .HOSp OT TAKOT'O 3pejinIila eaBa
He JINIMNUJIaCh YyBCTB, UCIIYTaHHO OTJIAOBIBAsACh Ha OKHO 1 6eCHpeCTaHHO 6opM0qa:

— l'ocoxka, Kak Bbl MOTJIM CaMU CHSITh MOKPHIBaio! Eciyu MaTpoHa y3HaeT, BaM CHOBa He u30exkaTh
YIIPEeKOoB!

— IlneBaTs.

— l'ocmoxal!

— OHa ¢ camoro HayaJla Ielsiach K HaM 110 11060My 10BOAY. ECTi MBI IPOSIBUM H3JIUIIHION
IIOKOPHOCTh, OHA CTaHET Ipe3upaTh HacC ellle CUJIbHee — yBaXKeHUs MOXKHO JOOUTHCS JTUIIIh
COYeTaHMEM MUJIOCTH U CTPOroCcTH. K TOMY e 3a ee CIHHOM KTO-TO CTOUT, U MO€e IIOBEJleHUe
HaBepHSKa yxKe [I0JI0KUIN TOMY YeJIoBeKy... UHTepecHO, KeM OHa MeHs BooOpakaeT — KOBapHOM
3Meeu UM KPYTJion aypou? Xe-xe...

— T'ocmoxa, BEI ¥ BIIPSIMB IIeTeTe HHTpuru? [loueMy MHE KaXKeTCsI, YTO BBl TaK 37I0BEIIe
ynei0aeTech?

— 2KW3Hb CIUIIKOM CKy4YHa, eCJIi JyMaTh 000 BCEM IOAPSA, TaK ¥ YCTaTh HEJOJIT0, — YCMEXHYJIach
Hun JIo. — {1 He X04y cTapeTh CIUIIKOM paHO, HO U He MPOTUB, €CNIU KTO-TO OPYTOM COCTAPUTCS OT
3a00T, xe-xe.

— TI'ocmoxa...

— JlagHo, cafiuCh MOeIlb, Thl Beb TOXKEe IaBHO HHYET0 BO PTY He Jepxkalia.

— A 4To0, eciu UmmiepaTop npuget?

— OH He mpupeT. [JomKHO ObITh, OH JaBHO MEHS 3a0bIII.



— Torga 3auem OBIIIO IIPUKA3bIBATE BaM SABIATECA BO nBopeu?

— W3 mecTH, nmomnararo.

_A?

— Xe-xe... — IIus Jlo yneiOHyach, He CKa3aB 00JIbIle HU CIJIOBA.

My lluHxaHs...

Korpga-To s pa36uia eMy ToJI0BY fia elle ¥ ©301i0Baja BCe ero mapajgHble 0feXkK Ak, ¥ OH 3abpas MeHs
K ce0e BOBCE He pPafy CMA3/IMBOT0 JIMYKKA, a UCKITIOUUTEILHO YTOOR IIOKapaTh mocuiIbHee. Kakas
KJIoyHaga. Hagerochk TOMbKO, OH HE BCIOMHUT 000 MHE; eCJIH XKe BCIIOMHUT — 00I0Ch, MHE HE CHOCUTD
TOJIOBHL...

[uu Jlo ¥ IpefiCTaBUTh He MOTJIa, YTO BCE ee OlaCeHMs 3TOU XKe HOUbI0 00EPHYTCS CYPOBOM
peanbHOCThI0. [TprdeM Bce OKaXKeTCs TOpa3fo XyKe, YeM OHa IpefAroaraa.

OMoBeHue

TpeTss cTpaxa.

[IBe IBOPIIOBEIE CIIy2KAaHKY, IpUcTaBieHHble K L{uH JIo, Ipe3puTebHO OTHOCUIIUCH K IEBYIIKE, HE
uMeBIIel opuranbHOTO TUTYTIA, U IO PAa3HBIMU IIPEeAJIoraMy yaanunuck, yemy Liun JIo 6bita
TOJIBKO pajia — el X0TeJIoCh MoOkITh B TuIMHe. OHa 3Hasa, YTO MPABUJI0 «He CHUMATh ITOKPHIBAJIO [I0
npuxona MmnepaTopa» IpUAYMaHO TOM CTapOX MaTPOHOM JIUIIb AJIS TOTO, YTOOBI TOM3MBIBAThCS Haf
Hel (XOTS UCTUHHBIX LieJied 9TOU XKEHIIUHLI OHa 10 KOHIla He ITIOHUMasa), U IOHKMMaJlla, 4TO IoHavay
BO [IBOPIIE CTOMJIO OBl TPUKUHYTHCS OYPOUKOM. OOHAKO ee TOPIbIi HPaB He MO3BOJISAI IHYTh CIIMHY
mepen momo0HOM Yesiabio.

Y moToMy, HeB3upasi Ha yTOBOPH JI09p, OHA CaMOCTOSITEIbHO OTKHHYJIa KPACHY0 GaTy, HEMHOTO
IIepeKyCuIa TeM, 4To OBIIO 0o PYKOH, U Beyesia JI03p rOTOBUTH JIOKE KO CHY.

Jloap mocMoTpesa Ha Hee B3T/ISIIOM, ITOJTHBIM HEMOT'O OTYASHHUS, TSKEJ0 B3[MOXHY A U IPUHSIACh 3a
IIPUTOTOBIEHUS, GOPMOYa TIOJT HOC:

— T'ocmioxa, BHI ellje yIIpeKaau MeHS B TOM, UTO S JIETKO HaXKMBalo HeNPUATHOCTH! [la BH Ke caMu
HaKJuKaeTe Ha ce0st Oenqy Kyma OeicTpee! BripoueM, BBl BCe paBHO HUKOTITIa HE CITyIlIaeTe COBETOB,

TaK YTO MOU IepeXUBaHUA — IIyCTOU TPYH... {1 3Ha10, YTO B BallleM CepAle KTO-TO eCTh, HO Tellephb
BHI — KeHIuHa MiMnepaTopa, ¥ Hy2KHO CMOTpeTh Brepep. C Ballleil pegkou Kpacotou MMnepartop

HaBepHSKa II0TepseT TOIOBY.



— Xe-xe. Hey}KeHI/I KpaCoTa UMEET TaKOoe YK 3HaueHue?

Luu Jlo MmenyieHHO cOpocuiia OfeK/bl U IOrpy3uiiack B Boxy. JIoap xionoTtana psmoM, a Lus Jlo,
KacasiCh COOCTBEHHBIX IIIEK, 3afyMYHBO CIIPOCHIIA:

— Jloap, g u BIpaBay TakK Xopoiia co0ou?

— KoneuHo. MHaue crasna 0l Xya HsHb... BupoueMm, K 4eMy rocriozxa 3afiaeT TakKue CTPaHHbIE
BOIIPOCHI?

— Hey}Kem/I OJId MY2KYHUH BHEIITHOCTH HACTOJIBKO BaXHa?

— Pasymeertcs. TonpKo KpacuBEIE JeBYLIKM MOT'YT CTaTh IIE€PBEIMU KpacaBULlaMU KBapTasla, a eCclid y
JKEeHIIMHB! BHIIAIOIIAECs TalaHThl, HO 3aypsiiHast BHEIITHOCTh, OOJIBIION MTOMYISIPHOCTH ei He
ChICKaTh. Xya HsHB Bcerga roBopuia, YTo [Jis XKEeHIIWHE TJIaBHee BCero ee 00JKK, a Ballla KpacoTa —
TakKas, Kakou U cama Xya HgHb 3a BCI0 KU3Hb BUieJla efiBa JIU [1apy pa3. Tak 4To rocrnoxa
HeIIPpeMEHHO MIOKIEeT B TOPY ¥ IIPOCIaBUT CBOU POf.

— IlpocnaBuT cBOM pof... — ceppaue Liun Jlo mpoH3ua octpas 001b. — Xe-Xe, ¥ IpaBfa... eCNu Obl OT
MOETO0 POJia XOTb KTO-TO OCTAJICSI B JKMBHIX...

— Jloap cOomTHYIa NUIIHETOo!

— Ilyctaku. OcTaBb MEeHS ONHY, X04Y IOOHITh B TULINHE.

— Crnymarocs.

Jloap ymanunacs, a Llux JIo 3aKkphiia I'/Ta3a B HAIIOJTHEHHOM apoMaTaMu 671aroBOHUM KyIalibHe,
YYBCTBYSI HEBEPOSITHYIO YCTAlIOCTh, PA3/IMBAIOIIYIOCS 110 TeJy. B mpoiioi XKu3Hu y Hee He ObLI0
CTOJIb OCJIETIUTEIbHOM BHEIITHOCTH, ¥ OHA HaUBHO II0J1arana, OyATO BhJAIOIIErocs yMa, Jo0poaeTenu
¥ IePOCTH AYIIN XBATUT, YTOOH MOKOPUTE ceparne Yy JIu. Ho Kak MOr CTOJb BHIAIOMIANCS
MYyXKYWHA He MPeTbCTUThCS UCTUHHOM KpacaButei? [Toxkamyii, Bce 3TO BpeMs OHa JIUIIb 0OOMaHbIBaIa
camy cebs, IPOSIBIISISE HEIIPOCTUTEILHYIO TTIYTIOCTb...

[To3agu TOCTBIIIIANCS JIETKUH MIOPOX IIaroB. PemmuBs, 4To 3TO BepHYBHIasics u3 0ecmokoicTra JIoap,
llus Jlo He npumana 9TOMY 3HaUYeHUs U Opocuia He 000payuBasiCh:

— Bopa ocThIna, Moaien-Ka ropsyen.

[Taru JIoap Ha MUT 3aMepiy, HO OHa HUYEro He OTBEeTHUa, yaaJluiach, a 3aTeM BepHYJlach BHOBb.
Temnnas Boma cTpyunach mmo koxe Llun Jlo, JIoap B3siyia moI0TeHIe U IPUHSIach 6epeKHO pacTUpaTh
eyt ciuny. Lun Jlo moyyBcTBOBasa ce0si HEJIOBKO U IIPOU3HECTIA:



— 4 cama.

JIoap 3aMepiia ¥ CHOBa IIpOMOJIdajla, OIyCTUB IIOJI0TeHIle. 3aKphIB ri1a3a, Llun Jlo BOpyT owlyTuUa,
KaK YbHU-TO PYKU CKOJIB3HYJIH IO ee Koxke. OHa pe3Ko o0epHyachk U yBUfea nepen coboi He
IPUBBEIYHOE NTUII0 JI03p, a KpacKuBOe, TPOHYTOE YCMEIIKOU JIULI0 MyKUKUHEL.

— [lun Jlo, Heyxkemnu Tebe Tak He TEPIEOCh YCIYyXKUTh MHe?

— My llunxaHb? — HEBOJIBHO BhIpBasoch y Lus Jlo.

— CMmeelub Ha3bBaTh MeHs 110 UMEeHU — TBOS IeP30CTh BO3POCiia Ky[a CUJIbHee IIPeXHero, —
ycmexHyncst My LluHxaHb, T4 Ha Hee 6e3 TeHU YIBIOKY B ra3ax. — 2KUTh Hafloenno?

— Her.

— Torpa ctymnau croofa, cnyxu MmepaTopy.

Cyns o BceMy, My LluHxXaHb BEIIIUIL: OT HET'O UCXOAUII JIETKUY, e[Ba YJIOBUMBIM BUHHBEIY OyX — HE TO
yTOOB HENMPUSATHLIM, HO BRI3EIBaBIIN y LIuH JIo rIyxoe oTBpalleHue.

O=a ysICHHJIa CBOIO y4acCTh B TOT CaMblii MOMeHT, Koraa Uy JIu nmepenan ee gpyroMmy, u gaxe
IOJyMEBIBaia 0 TOM, 4YT0OH yOuTh MiMIiepaTopa ¥ cBaiuTh BUHY Ha Uy JIu, HO 3afilaHue, JaHHOe er Yy
JIu, 3acTaBuio ee KonebaThCsi — OHA JKaXKaaja 3amnolyYuTh KpoBaBbell HeQPUT, CEMEHHYIO PETUKBUIO
cembu FO#, 1 mapoBaTh YCIIOKOEHKE AyIIaM MOKOMHLIX popuTeseit! K Tomy ke 3ToT My LluHXaHb OBII
ee 3JIEUIINM BparoM, 1 oHa He cobupasach I03BOJIUThH €My YMepeTh CJIUIIKOM JIETKO!

— Yro, ornoxina? Vnu He MOHMMaEIIb MOUX CJIOB? — XOJIOOHO yNEIOHYICS My LIUHXaHb.

— CnyruHs IOBUHYETCH.

Tomy, ueMy CyXKOeHO CIy4YUThCs, HeU30EKHO HaCTaHeT CPOK. Thl — BCETO JIUIID IEIIKa, MellKa,
KOTOPYI0 COOCTBEHHBIHM MyXk npenogHec apyromy! Tak K 4eMy ke THI BCe €llle YIIOPCTBYEIIb...

Oco3naB Bce pa3dymowm, LluH JIo cTpeMuTenbHO HaKKMHYJIa HOUHYI0 COPOYKY U IpefcTana nepemg My
HuuxaneM. TOT paccTaBUll pyKH, oxugas ee yciayr; Llun Jlo 3akMypuiach U OpOXKaILMMU ajibliaMU
IIPUHSAACh PACIyCKaTh 3aBA3KU Ha ero ofexre.

My llurxaHb C HHTepecoM Hal0onan 3a Hel, 3aTeM BHe3allHO [IPOTSHYJI PYKY U IPUTSHYIT ee K cebe.
[lus Jlo ucnyraHHO axXHyJa, 3aKycuia ry0y 1o KpOBH, OTYasHHO IOHABJIsAs TOACTYIAOIIYI0 TOMHOTY!
Omna 3ampernasna cefe COIPOTUBNIATHLCS, MBICJIEHHO yroBapuBas cebs, HO Korfa My LluHXaHb yI0KuUII
ee Ha JIoXKe U JIeTKO IIPOBeJI IIajIbllaMu 110 ee BojocaM, € I71a3 IPOTUB BOJIM COpBasach ciesa.



— He xenaems? — CIIPOCHUI My LIuHXaHb, CTHDPas IIaJlblIeM JOPOXKKY CJIE3Hl C €€ IIEKH.

— Cnyrusga He CMeeT.

— He cMmeemns, HO u He 110 10OpPOY BoJie?

uu Jlo npoMonyana.

OHa orT IIPUPOOEI HE YMEJIa KPACHUBO 'OBOPUTE U HE IIOHKNMaAJI4d, K YEMY My LIuHXaHb 3afaeT CTOJb
KOBAPHEIE€ BOIIPOCEHI, a IIOTOMY IIPEAII0YJIa XPAHUThL MOJI9YaHHE.

YyBCTBO YHUKEHUS, UCIIEITAHHOE TOM HOYBIO, HAKATUIIO C HOBOM CHJION; HECMOTPS Ha BCE MOMBITKU
croepKaThCs, OHa OoJibile He MOTyIa ce0sl KOHTPOIMPOBATh, BCKOUMIA, OPOCHIACh B YTOJI ¥ 3alIach B
MCTOPTAOIIEeM OYIIy CIa3MaTHYeCKOM PBOTHOM mo3biBe. My LIuHXaHb MONTyexkai Ha JI0XKe,
HaOmonas 3a Mmyyenusmu Llun Jlo, u 6pocut:

— Heyxenu g BEI3BIBal0 y TeOs TaKoe OTBpallleHUe?

— Karoch nepep nuLoM gecsaTu Thicad cMepTen! — Llue JIo B naHMKe pyXHYyja Ha KOJIEHU.

— Ilepepn TeM Kak OTIIpaBUThL Te0S BO OBOpeEI], KTO-TO HaBepHsKa o0y4an Tebs yxony 3a Muou. U Kak
JKe THl yumiack? MHe faxe 000MBITHO, C 4ero 910 BAPYT Uy JIu mo3Bonua KeHIIuHe Bpoge Tebs
TIepECTYNUThH NMOPOT ABoplLa? Heyxenu u Ha cTapyxy ObIBaeT mpopyxa?

[usn Jlo He cMesla IPOU3HECTU HU 3BYKa.

— Xe-xe... HEeYKeJu Tl ¥ BIIPSIMb BO30MHMIIA, OyITO IIapa CMAa3/TMBHIX BEILIUI] HA JIHIIE TI03BOIUT Tebe
3aKpEeNnuThCA B rapeMe U 3all0JIy4UTh TO, K 4eMy Thl cTpeMuinbcs? [la KTo Thl Takasg? Pa3se OH He
3HaJI, 4To f Benen npuBecTu Te6s BO IBOPEL U pafiu 3a06aBkl, YTOOHI OTIIJIATUTH 3@ TO YHUKEHUE,
Koero Tl MeHs ynocrousna! Xe-xe...

Panenue MmmnepaTopa

Cwmesicy, My LluuxaHsb ¢ cumnoi cxarn mopboponok Liua Jlo. ITanmbiel coaBuin KOXy 0 XKrydei 60mu, u
IEeBYIIKE ITOKa3a10Ch, OyITO OHa YCIIbIIIana XPyCcT TPecKaloIencss Koctu. He cMest CONPOTUBIISTHCS
My lluHxaH!0, OHa 3aKpHlia I'J1a3a, HO TOT IIpUKa3all:

— He xouemb cMoTpeTh Ha Mens? OTKpoU riasa.

[wuH Jlo npuIiock NOOYUHUTECS.



My LIuHXaHb HAXOOUJICSI COBCEM OIM3KO.

Iaxke HaxomsiCh B COOCTBEHHBIX IIOKOSX, OH He Hajle/I IMIIePAaTOPCKHe OfIeK bl IIBETA SPKOT0 COJTHIIA
— Ha HeM II0-TIpeKHEMY KpacoBaluCh Oeiblie OfieK Ok, OIHAKO OT ero GUTyphl He UCXOAWUIIO HU KallJlxd
Y4€HOU MATKOCTH, JIUIID yTaiIlui 10 APOXKY JiefeHIIny X010, CKIIOHUBIIKNCH HAX HEU, OH
00zKUTas ee JIUIO FOPSYUM ObIXaHUEM, HaXOASICh B CUMTAHHBIX AioMax. LluH JIo MOKOpPHO 1
0e3MOJIBHO CMOTpeJIa B ero rias3a; My LInHXaHb ITIepexBaTUI ee 3a TOPJIO0 U C JIETKOM YIBIOKOMH
IIPOU3HEC:

— Yero ke TH goOKBajack, IpubIuxKasich Ko MHe?

— Ecnu maMsTh MHE He U3MeHseT, 9To0 MMmepaTop Bo 4TO OBl TO HM CTAJIO IOXKEeJall BUIETh MEHS BO
OBOpIE, — pa3mpazxkeHHo Opocuna Llwn Jlo.

I—Iy JIn YTBEPXKOAII, YTO Y ME€HA TalHbIE 3aMBICIIHI, I/IMr[epaTop 3asBIA€T O TOM K€ — II04YeMY MEICIIN
BCE€X 3TUX MY2KHMKOB HAaCTOJILKO ONVHAKOBHI? BHI e1ie He YCTall 3aaBaTh 3TH BOIIPOCH], a MEHS yXKe
TOIIHUT Ha HUX OTBEYaTh!

Ila, g BUTIaCh K BaM CO CBOMMHU IIeJIIMHU, HO HEey2KeJIl BRI BCEPhE3 NyMaeTe, UYTO IIOCJIEe BallluX
OOIIPOCOB A BEIJIOZKY BCE€ CBOHU IIOMEICJIEI KdK Ha JIYXY? Kakas rjiyIliasi TpaTa BpeMeHI/I!

— Kaxkas xe TH f3blKacTasd. ETUHCTBEHHAsA, KTO CMEEeT TOBOPUTH CO MHOY IIOAOOHEIM 00pa3oM, —
CIOKOWHO ycMexHynncsa My llunxans. — Llun Jlo, HeyXKenu Thl AyMaels, 4To f He mocMelo Tebs
yOuTh?

— ViMmepaTop MPUIIOKHUI CTOIBKO YCUIIHM, YTOOH! TOCTABUTL MEHS BO IBOPEL] HEYKeJH OH Mpofeia
BC€ 3TO JIUIIb [JIT TOTO, YTOOHB YMEPTBUTL MEHS?

— Tl 1 BIIpSIMb HEBEPOSATHO [ep3Kasi, a TBOM HpaB BhI3bIBAET OAHO JIUIIb OTBpalueHue. LluH Jlo,
TI0X02Ke, ThI 3a0bly1a, YTO 9 — 3aypsSAHBIN PACIyTHLIM UMIIEPATOpP, KOTOPHIM BCerfia fiejlaeT JIUIIh TO,
YTO B3OyMaeTCs, IOBUHYSCh Kanpu3aM. J MOry Ka3HUTh YHHOBHUKOB, I102KaJIOBaHHEIX MHE
TIOKOMHBIM UMIIEPATOPOM, U TeM 6osee criocoOeH IPUKOHUYUTh TaKyl0 HUUTOXKHYIO CIYKaHKY, KaK THL.
Ha ce#t pa3 KHs3b HaHbu2Ka0 ¥ BOPSIMb IPOCYUTAICS.

[Ipousnecs ato, My Lluaxans ycunui xBatky, u Llun Jlo BHe3amHo OIyTHIa, YTO JIUIIeHa
BO3MOXKHOCTH CAeJIaTh BOOX — Ka3aJjioCh, 3TOT MyXK4YMHa I'OTOB CclioMaTh el meio! Ee Horu
OTOPBAJIUCH OT I10JIa, PYKH OTYASHHO 3acKpebiu mo nasnbiiaMm My L{nHxXaHs, IETasiCh pa30MKHYTh
MEPTBYIO XBaTKy, HO B TeJie He OCTaJ0Ch HU €IUHOM YHILIUU CUIL.

WM3-3a HEXBATKY KHUCJIOPOa CO3HAHME CTajlo 3aBOJIaKUBATh TYMAHOM, HO B TPYIOU IIPOFOIKATIO
3By4arTh yIpsaMoe 3X0 — OHa He X0TeJla yMUpaTh, OHa He XKeana ymupars! IIycTs mydire norubHeT
KTO-TO OPYTOM, HO CaMa OHA HaMepeHa XUTh!



— OrnycTi...

— 3aMOJIUTE IPexy 3ax0Tesioch? [103aH0. BHe3anHo TH MHE HACKy4ua, a CJIOMaHHYI0 UTPYIIKY
Jydlle YHUYTOXKUTE... OX...
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