KnIuHOK M3 YUCTOr0 30710Ta, KOTOPHIH LluH JIo Mo MpuUBREIYKE IMPsTajia B pyKaBe, CO CBUCTOM BOH3HUJICS
npsiMo B rpyas My Liwaxans. CobpaB mocieHre CUIBl, OHA IMOTPY3uIa 30JI0TYIO IIIUIBKY B TEJIO
MYKYUHBI IOYTH HATIOJIOBUHY, U SIPKO-ajiast KPOBb XJIBIHYJIA U3 PAHbI, BMUT OKPACUB €ro
OenocHexXHbIe oflexkabl. My lluHXaHb Jaxe He IOMbITAJICS YBEPHYThCS UM OTCTYIIUTh; C IIPA3MHBIM
MIO0OTIBITCTBOM TJISIIST Ha COOCTBEHHOE PaHEHMe, OH BHE3aIIHO Pa3xKaJl MaslbIlkl.

Lun Jlo XagHO XBaTajla PTOM BO3AyX, 6e3yoepKHO KAIIss, a U3 e€ I'1a3 PyuYbsIMU JIUITUCH CJIE3HL. B
cepie xe eé€ yxe OylieBano HEYKpoTUMoe yOuiicTBeHHOe HaMmepeHre. OHa 3Hajla, YTO HaTBOPHUIA
HeBooOpa3uMyio 6eny: 0OOBHHEHUE B MMOKYIIEHWH Ha MMmepaTopa KapajaoCh CMEPTHIO THICSYY, HET,
IecsiTh THICSY pPa3. Ho pa3 yK OHa pelusach Ha 9TOT IIar, 0CTABalOCh TOJIBKO UATH OO KOHIA!

9X, B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OHa TakK ¥ He CyMeJia CAepKaTh CBOM HpaB U MIOJaBUTh OTYasSHHOE *XKejmaHue*
BBIXKUThH!

Ona YZXKe yMHupaJjla OOHA2KObI, d IIOTOMY CIIMIIKOM CHUJIBHO 0os171ach CMEPTH, KaK U TOT'0, 9YTO He yCIIeeT
3aBEPHIUTh HAYATO€ JO CBOETO KOHIIA. OHa He MOHKUMAIA, nouemy CcOORITHS BCerma PAa3BUBAIOTCA
BOIIPpEKU €€ BOJe, HO pa3 yx BCE 3alllJI0 Tak fajeKo, 0CTaBaJI0Ch TOIBKO PUCKHYTB.

2KuB 3TOT MyK4YMHa U MEPTB — €€ MPUBEN Bo gBopel] Uy JIu, u B nokyueHun Ha MiMrepaTtopa emMy
TOXe He yaacTcs nu3bexkaTbh OTBETCTBEHHOCTH. CTOUT JIMIIb HAMEPTBO CTOSITh Ha TOM, UTO BCE 3TO
Ob110 crtaHUpPOBaHO Uy JIu, U meno ¢ KOHIOM, Xe-Xe...

Hymast 06 atom, Llun Jlo nepecTarna 605ThCS ¥ YCIIOKOMIACh; HAIIPOTUB, B HEH MOSBUIIOCH HEKOE
OTpelIeHNe, CIIOBHO OHA YKe CTOsa [10 Ty CTOPOHY XKU3HU U CMEPTH.

My LluHxaHb BHITAIIXT U3 TPYOU 30JI0TYIO0 MINUIIBKY, TIEPEJIOMUTI €€ MOII0JIaM, 3aUepIIHYJI aJibleM
HEMHOT'0 COOCTBEHHOM KPOBU U MOAHEC K r'y0aM. OH JTU3HYJ KPOBB, U €T0 ClieTKa 6JiefiHbIe TYOhI
MI'HOBEHHO I0p030BenH. CaM OH BHITJISIZIET HEBEPOSITHO COOJIA3HUTENIBHO, UCTOYAs JeMOHNYECKYIO
3JI0BEITHOCTh ¥ CMEPTOHOCHBIN *orap*.

I'naps Ha Hero, LuH Jlo ¢ TpymoM mopaBuia MOACTYIUBIIYIO TAHUKY U OTHASHHO 3aX0Tesla
OpocuThbCs BIlepes, 4TOOH HAHECTH ellle ONUH yaap, Ho My LluHxXaHb ollepequn eé u arHyl
HaBCTpeuy. [lepexBaTuB €€ pyKy u OyemHas ynbi0Ka TPOHYa ero ry0sl, OH ITPOU3HEC:

— TBOs CMeNoCTh IPEBOCXOAUT BCe MOU OXupaHusd. HeyxkKenu Tl He 3Haelllb, KaKoBa Kapa 3a
IIOKyllIeHre Ha MMnepaTopa?

— 3Hal.

— 3HAYMUT, TH UCKalla CMEPTH?

— Ecnu MMmepaTop He MmoxesnaeT yOUBaTh CIIYXKaHKY, TO COMPOTHBIIATLCS 5, pa3yMeeTcs, He CTaHy.
4 He uiry cMepTH, 5 e€ 6010Ch — CIyKaHKa X04YeT IPOXKUTH ellle Iapy JieT.



— Xe-xe... 3a0aBHO. THI epBasi, KTO ITOCMeNI PaHUTL MeHs, U KJISHYCh, Thl Oy[Ielllb IToCIeqHe .
Masnsmika LHun Jlo.

[Tennyn My LluHXaHb €l Ha yXO0 U CclieTkKa IPUKYCU MOYKY €€ yxa. 3aMeTUB, KakK 0Ha, I0H00OHO
OL[EeTUHUBIIEMYCS KOTEHKY, 6€3yMHO pa303/uiach, HO U130 BCEX CHJI JAaBUT CBOM I'Bap, OH HAKOHEI]
pacxoxorascs. lllaTasics, OH BhILIEN U3 MOKO0eB. LIuH JIo B pacTEepSHHOCTH CMOTpesa Ha JTyXKULY
KPOBH Ha II0JTy, IIOYTH He Bepsi, YTO el TOJIbKO YTO yasioch u3bexkaTh CMEPTH.

V3HeMoxkeHue 0T MepeHanpsKeHNs 3aCTaBUII0 €€ PYXHYThb Ha oL, Tymo risas nepen co0ou u
MEBICTIEHHO TTepexXuBasi BCE CTyYMBIIEECs, OHA 0 KPOBU 3aKycuia ryoy.

[TpoknsATHe, OHA CHOBA MOAaNach MOPHIBY U YyTh BCE He ucmopTuia! IlogyMaelns — IIPOBECTH C HUM
OJHY HOYb, CTUCHYB 3yOBl ¥ 3a2KMYPUBIIKCH, BCE ObI ¥ 3aKOHUMIIOCh. HO Temeph CTano 04eBHUOHO,
HACKOJIBKO TJTy00KO ¥ 0 MO3Tra KOCTeH OHa Ipe3upaeT MyK4HuH, pa3 e€ TeI0 0TKa3kBaeTCs
TMOTYUHSITHCS PA3yMy...

Ona mocMmena pauuth Ummneparopa! OHa melCTBUTENLHO IOCMeNIa PaHuTh MMmepaTopa!

Panbie oHa He peniagaCb CMOTPETE Oa2Ke Ha TO, KakK 3a0uBaIOT CKOT, a Tellepb eé PYKH II0 CaMEI€
JIOKTH OBIIH B KPOBH, HO OHA HE YYBCTBOBAJIa POBHBIM CHE€TOM HHUYETO. HO}KaJnyI, 9TO U HA3BIBAETCA
B3pocCiieHueM, HO KakK 2Ke CHUJIBHO OHa HEHaBH[EJla cebs1 HEIHEeIITHIOH!

OH He cTas e€ HaKa3blBaTh, HO CMOTpPEN Ha Heé Tak, OyaTo nepen HUM Oblla 3a0aBHAs KOIIKa UIH
cobaka. OHa IOHATHS He UMeJia, YTO OH BHIKMHET B ClIefyromui MoMeHT! U 4To Temeps genaTs?
[Touemy OHa OOJIKHA BEIHOCUTH BCE 3TO, IIOYEMY Celdac OHa — He Ta HauBHAS U IIynas KHATUHS-
cynpyra u3 Pe3unennuu kua3g Hanvuxkao? [Touemy oHa Torfa He ymepia?!

CBepHYBIINCH KaJlayUKOM B yriy KOMHaTH, LuH JIo Tux0 3annakana. OHa IpeKpacHO IOHMMaJa, 4To
€€ MmyTellecTBHE 10 ABOpIY OymeT Kyna 60ee CMEPTOHOCHBIM U OITaCHBIM, YeM XKU3Hb B Pe3upeHnuu
kHs3g9 Hanbuxkao. KpoBaBoe nsaTHO Ha rpynu My LluHXaHSs, ero 3710Belasi yIbl0Ka 1 XOJI0OHBIH
B3ryan Uy JIu pa3 3a pa3oM IIPOHOCUJIIKCH B €€ rojioBe. CKyKOXKHUBILIKUCH BCEM TEJIOM, OHa e[Ba
3aMeTHO JpoXarna.

OHa He COMKHYJIa I'Jla3 BCI0O HOUb, TO ¥ [€JI0 MOSI PyKH — [I0 TeX IIO0p, II0Ka KOXKa Ha HUX He
TIOKpacHesna 1 He omyxia. OHa He 3HaJa, Kakoe Oyaylnee e€ XOeT, 1 eMUHCTBEHHOE, YTO e
0CTaBaJIOCh — 3TO IILITE 10 TEYEHHIO.

— WmMnepaTtopckuut ykas! [IeBymika LluH Jlo, npumMuTe yka3s!

To, ueMy CcyKeHo OBLIO CTyYUThCS, HAKOHEI] IIPOM301IIIIIO.

[ToxamoBaHue TUTYIIA.



— IlluH Jlo npuHuMaeT yka3s!

— CnyXaHKa IpUHUMaeT yKas.

[TpeBo3mMoras aypHOTy, LIuH Jlo onycTunach Ha KOIeHHU, okugasd rnpurosopa My Llvaxaus. B
KOMHAaTe Pa3HOCUIICS IPOH3UTEJIbHBIM, XapaKTEPHBIN [JI1 €BHYXO0B I'0JI0C, ¥ COfepKaHue
3aYUTAHHOTO UM yKa3a IT0OBEPIJIO OEBYIIKY B aOCOMIOTHEIN IIOK.

— Bonst UmnepaTopa rimacut: Liux JIo — KpoTKas, moOpomeTenbHas, IpeKpacHas u OnmaroHpaBHasi,
rimy0oko 3anana MHe B cepatle. HactosiuMm xanyio Llun JIo TUTY TOCIIOXKY YETBEPTOTO PaHT —
KpacaBuila, ¢ HapeyenueM 3Haka «HOii», 1 oBesieBalo moceauThes Bo [ Bopue HOi3ao. MCnonHATE.

Yka3 My LlusaxaHs COCTOSAJI BCEr0 U3 HECKOJIBKUX CTPOK, HO LIuH JIo 3appoxkana BCeM TEJIOM U
He[I0BePYUBO IIOAHSIA OJIOBY.

Yro aTo 3HauuT? OHa Befdb ockopbuia My LIuHXaHs, COBEpPIINIIA IPECTYIIEHKE, 3a KOTOPOe
BBIPE3al0T BECh POJI, @ OH He TOJIbKO He II0KapaJ €€, HO U IT0XKaJioBaJl CTOIb BEICOKUM paHT? M3 uero
BOoOOIIle coejiaHa ero rojosa?

U x Tomy xe... eé Tutyn — «Oi»... HeyXkenu 3T0 Kakoe-To IpeA3HaMeHOBaHUE UIU IPOCTO
CoBIIafeHue?

— Kpacasuna 0¥, mouyeMy BH He 611arogapute 3a MUJIOCTh? HeykKemnu oT pagoCTy TUIIUTIUCE fap
peun?

— Jrta HanoxHuIEA 6narogaput MMmeparopa 3a MUIOCTb.

BripasuB 61aromapHocTs, LiuH JIo ¢ TPyHOM MOAHSIACh Ha HOTH, 3a0paJia y eBHyXa CBUTOK, IIepefasa
ero JIoap, Harpaauia BeCTHUKA cepedpoM, a 3aTeM yCTaJio IIOCMOTpella Ha BEPEHHUITY CIyXKaHOK,
KOTOpBIE PEKOM TEKIH B €€ IMOKOH, IIPUHOCS HOBBIE HAPSIAH ¥ IParolleHHbIe IIMUITbKY,
TI0JIATAOIINECS PAHTe «KPACABUIIBI».

o opunmanbHOTo 00BSABIEHUS, 110 TpaBuiaM, LluH JIo He MMesa MpaBa HOCUTh 9TH IJIAThS, HO XOTS
MMIIepaTPUIILl CPeId HaBECTUBIINUX €€ He OblsI0, XKeHIIKUHH 13 [IBopua FO#13a0 yke IoCIenim
II037IPABUThL HOBYIO XO35IUKY 9THX CTEH.

— Ota HanoxHuIa no3apasngeT Kpacasuiyy FOiu!

— Kpacasuua Hu v BOpsMb IONCTUHE IPEKpPacHa, HEYIUBUTEILHO, YTO OHA CHHUCKAalla
6marocknoHHOCTh MmepaTopa! Hazmeioch, MBI ¢ cecTpulleil OygeM 4acTo BUAETHCS!

IBoperr KO#i3ao 6b11 coBceM He00bIIoN 0buTenbo. [ToMmumo Lun Jlo, 3mech XuIu OfHA HaJI0XKHUIIA



HEBBICOKOI'O paHT'a, IBE€ TAaJIAHTJIMBBEIE I'OCIIOKHU U OJHA 6J1a1"0p011Ha;{ T'OCIIOXKa — BCE€ OHH HOCHIIU
HHU3IIWEe TUTYJIBI MJIQOIINX CYIIPY2KECTB.

3a uckmouenreM braropomHoii rocmnoxu Cio9, COCIaHHOM Ha OOJTLHUYHBIM IIOKOM, BCE ITPoYne
JKEeHIIWHB coOpanuck B KoMHaTe L{uH JIo. iX 3BOHKME T'0jioca 3BeHENH, CO3[IaBasi HEBEPOSITHOE
O0XWUBJICHHUE.

Cups B kpecne, Llun JIo coepkaHHO, HO C TOI00AI0IUM JOCTOMHCTBOM IIPUHKUMAJNIa I03IPaBIeHUus OT
TeX, KTO CTOSIJT HUXKe He€ I10 PaHTy, MBICJIEHHO TPUKUABIBAS, C KEM U3 HUX CTOUT 3aBECTH APYKOY, a
3a KeM — MIPUTJISSABIBATh B 00a.

[TpOINIEIY OMBIT CYIPYTH KHSI3S TO3BOJIKII €H JepKaThCs 0e3yImpeyuHo U BeCTH cebs PacCyquTeIbHO,
OTYEero CTOsBINas psimoM JIoap cMoTperna Ha Heé BO BCe Tila3a. JIuIb Koria BCe TOCThU PA30IIUIKCh,
CIIyKaHKa MMOCIEITHO TOHoIIIa 6/I1XKe U CIIPOCHIIa:

— TI'ocmoxa...

— OrHbiHE Ha3biBail MeHs KpacaBuilel, — Xx0n0aHO npouldHecna Luu Jlo.

— Cnymatocs. Ckaxute, KpacaBuila, 94TO 3Ke BCE-TaKH IIPOU3OIIIIO BUepa?

— Tri 0 TOM, ToyeMy MiMniepaTop BHE3aIllHO BO3BHICKTI MeHs? Pa3dyMeeTcsi, TOTOMY 4TO S IIPUIIIach
eMy II0 Ceppuy.

— A BBI CaMHU... BHI HE PAaHEHHI?

— O yéwm TrI roBOpUIIL? — LIuH JIo cllerka pacTepsmnacsk.

— Buepa Ha MiMmepaTopa COBEPIIUIIK MOKYIIEHKE, ¥ K CUYACThIO, Bl OPOCUIIMCH €My Ha IIOMOIIIb,
no3ToMy MMnepaTop Tak o6pafioBasics U IoXkKaioBajl BaM 3TOT TUTYJ! Bce Bo gBOpIlE 3HAIOT O BallleM
6/1aropogHOM IIOCTYIIKE U IIPEBO3HOCAT Bac 0 Hebec, Balle Oyaylilee olpefeieHHO OyaeT
OeckpaitHuM!

[Tokyuienue... Tak BOT KaKuMHU cKa3KaMu My LluHxaHb 00bSICHUII CBOM paHHl. BripoueM, oHO U
IIOHSITHO: y3HaU KTO, YTO €ro MBIPHYJia COOCTBeHHas XKeHIKWHa, 3TOT MIMIIepaTop IMOJIHOCThIO
noTepsis 0wl muifo. OH HAPOYHO B ¥OIHO MIHOBeHUE* BO3HEC €€ Ha CaMyl0 BEPIINHY, YTOOH BTSIHYTh B
Te IBOPLIOBbIE UHTPUTH U *I'PEI3HIO*, B KOTOPEIE €U MEHbIIIe BCEr0 Ha CBETEe XOTEJI0Ch IOTPYXKaThCH.

MyXK4YWHBI BEOYT BOMHEL C IPOIMTHEM KPOBH, @ JKeHCKHe OMTBEI 0€CKPOBHEI, HO Kyfia 00Jiee JKeCTOKU
1 yOuBaloT 6e3 equHOTO ciena. [Tpoias yepe3 cMepTh 13-3a MOJOOHEIX UHTPUT OfHAXK/IbI, OHA HU 3a
YTO He MO3BOJIUT CIIYUYUTHCS 9TOMY BO BTOPO# pa3.



— O uem 3aAyMaliaChb KpacaBI/Iua? — C OTIacKou IIOMHTEPECOBAJIaCh J'Io:—)p.

— Hu o0 yem.

— Ha Balliem Tesne CTOIBKO CUHSAKOB U I.IapaHI/IH! HaBepHoe, 9TO OCTaJIOCh BU€pPa, KOTI'Ha BEL
3amuminanu Ero Benuuectso! U CTPAaHHO Beb — IIOYEMY IIPU TAKOM IIyME€ HUKTO HUYEro He
CJIBIIIAJL...

— Jloap, B cTeHax OBOPIIA UINHUIIHSAS OOITOBHS I'yOUT JIIOAEN.

— Cnymatoch. Ho To, KaK BBl TOTBKO YTO pa3roBapuUBajIi C TEMH T'OCIIOXKAMH... ¥ Bac ObIT TaKOH
BeJINUECTBEHHBIN BUJ], IPSMO KaK y HaCTOSIIIEH roCygapblHU OT poy! — BOCTOPKEHHO 3aiebeTana
Jloap. — HaBepHoe, B mpoioii xku3uu KpacaBulla Toxke Oblla ABOPLIOBOI T'OCIIOXKOM, pa3 yMeeTe Tak
0e3ynpedyHo ¥ 'PaMOTHO BCEM YIIPaBIIATh!

— 4 ynpasnsna 6e3ynpeuyno? — onemuruna Lux Jlo.

— Hy xKoHeuHo! Te rocmnoxu Befb BCe 00 €OWHON IMIPU3HAIU Ballle IIPEBOCXOACTBO!

— Bor kaxk... Criacu6o tebe, JIoap. — LIun JIo moTpemnana cebs Mo TOJI0Be U TSXKEI0 B3[OXHYIIA.

—M?

— Hwuuero.

Kakas ke oHa mypa...

OO1maschk c HUMH, OHa Ha IOACO3HATENIbHOM YPOBHE UCIIOIb30Bajla METO/bI TOaBIEHUS U
yIIpaBJIeHUS HaJlIOXKHUIIaMU, YCBOEHHBIE B Pe3UAeHINN KHS35. Ho KaK MOXKeT mpocTas *kKeHIIuHa*,
KaKo¥ Obl yMHOUM OHa HU OBIla, C POXKOEHUS 3HATh BCE TOHKOCTH OBOPIIOBOTO 3THKETa? XOPOIIO XOTh
Jloap BoBpeMs IoficKa3aja. JX, YTOOK OTOMCTHUTD, OIS Hayasla HY2KHO BHIXKHUTL B 3TOM 3MEIOKe, a e
IIPEICTOUT YCBOUTS €lIIle CTOIbKO, CTOIBKO BCero... CUTyallusi CTAaHOBUTCS BCE 3allyTaHHee.

Bckope mpuOBIT MMIIEPaTOPCKHUi JIeKaph, 4TO0B ocMoTpeTh LluH JIo. OH BhINMcan el Ma3d U OTBAPH
— KaK [IJIs IpreMa BHYTPb, TaK ¥ [JIT HAPYKHOTO IPUMEHEHHsI, Tpu4YeM OOJIbITHHCTBO JIeKAapCTB
IpefHa3Havyasioch [J1s 3aXKUBJIEHUS CJIEJIOB Ha €€ JIHIIe.

Cama Llun Jlo K coOOCTBEeHHEIM paHaM OTHOCHJIACh C IIOJIHBIM PaBHOAYIIMEM, 3aT0 JI03p C TPENEeTHHIM
ycepaueM Ma3ajla e€ JIUI[0, CTPOTr0-HaCTPOTo 3allpeliasi eCTh COEBBIM COYC U JII00bIe ApyTrue
Kpacsiue ITpooyKThl. [leBymika 60e3 KoHIla Bopdasa, HO B 9Tou 3a6oTe L{uH JIo BepBhie
II0YYyBCTBOBaJa KPOIIEYHYI0 KPYIIUIy TeTla.



Ona mobuna JIosp, HO He MOBepsiia el MOTHOCTBI0O — B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, €M IMTPOCTO XOTEJI0Ch, YTOORI
PSIIOM XOTh KTO-TO Haxomuiics. [TycTh maxe 3To OBIJIO HE COBCEM YECTHO I10 OTHOIIEHHUIO K CITyKaHKe.

CormnacHo e€ HOBoMY cTatycy Kpacasutibl, Llun JIo BEIIEIUIN caMble POCKOIIHEIE TIOKOX BO []BOpIiE
HO#n3a0. M x0Ts 9Ta KOMHATa He IIJla HY B KAaKOe CPaBHEHME C €€ IeBUYbeN CIlallbHEel, OHa BCE Xe
Obl;la HAMHOTO JIy4llle TOM KOHYPHI, UTO e¥ Beimenun Yy Jiu.

E#t mo6aBuny 4eThpex CIyKaHOK [JIg TsSKeI0M paO0Thl, ABYX JIMYHBIX TOPHUYHBIX U ITOXKHUITYIO
HaCTaBHUIY-HaJICMOTPIIUIY TI0 3TUKETY. Bce OHU CTOSINK C ONYILIEHHBIMYU T'OJIOBAMHU, U JIAIA UX ObLIN
HACTOJIbKO OECIIPUCTPACTHHIMY, YTO HEBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO IPOYUTATh HY €IUHON 9MOIUH.

uu JIo mpekpacHO IMOHKMMAJIa, YTO MOJTYaHWe — eNWHCTBEeHHBIN CII0CO0 BBIXKHUTH BO ABOpIE. He 3Hasd,
KTO M3 3THX JIIOfIEH MOXKET 0Ka3aThCS YbMM-TO IIIIIHOHOM, OHA He CTaja HUKOT0 IPUOINKATh U JIUIIh
Opocuna:

— Kak Bac 3Banu PaHbIIEe, TaK 1 30BUTECH. MeHATh UMEeHa He HY2XHO.

— Brarogapum MaTyUIKy-TOCIOXKY.

— He 3a yrto. HacTaBHuIa, mporry Bac, 00y4uTe MeHs IpaBUIaM, YTOOH 1 HEHAPOKOM He OILIONIaa
niepeq I0IbMHU.

— Pa3 YZXK T'OCIIOZKa CTOJIb 6nar0pa3yMHa, 9Ta CTapas CIIy2KaHKad OCMEJIUTCA B34ATh Ha cebst 3TOT Tpyno.

Hsanpka JIu BKpaTiie o6pucoBasna Llun JIo ycTpoicTBO ABOpPIla U coo0Iuiia riaBHoe: y My LlunxaHs B
OAHHBIM MOMEHT HET UMIIePaTPHUIIB], a BCEX MOTHOTOM BIIaCTH B XKEHCKOM IIOJIOBMHE BeOaeT
BrnaropopHas cympyra 'yiidaii mo umenu Poyizs — pogHas cectpa Uy JIu u rinaBHas BUHOBHUIIA
Toro, uto LIuH JIo oKa3anack B CTOJb IIJIAYEBHOM II0JIOKEHUH.

Crouo ycrnbiath uMsi Poy1i3si, Kak KpoBb Ipunuia K rojose Lluu Jlo. E€ Teno egBa 3aMeTHO
KaYyHYJIOCh, HO OHA yCIleJia B3ATh ce051 B PyKU U COXPaHUThL HETPOHUI[aeMOe BrIpaxkKeHue JIuIla.

Poyuzs.

...] ToI 0OpekJia MeHS Ha My4YHTEIbHYIO0 CMePTh, @ CaMa Boccejla Ha BepluHe B paHre bnaroponHoi
cynpyru I'yiidait! Heyxkenu Hebeca u mpaBaa cupaBeniushl? LI3u KOs mepTBa, a Trl, Uy JIu u My
lIluHXaHb — MOU KPOBHBIE Bpary, U s He MOL[axy HUKOro U3 Bac!

4 He TO3BOTI0 BaM YMEPETh TakK JIETKO. Hepen CMEDPTEHIO BHI CIIOJIHA MCIIBETE TOT CTPAX, IIAHUKY, THEB
1 OTHadHHE IIPpegaTeIbCTBd, KOTOPEIE JOBEJIOCH UCIIBITATh MmHe! Xe-xe...

B pyme ITun JIo x0momHO ycMexanack, a HIHbKA JIu, He 3aMeTUJT HUKaKUX CTPAaHHOCTEU B €€



IoBEeeHuH, IIPOaoJIzKalia:

— Pa3 rocmoxa ygocTtoeHa BHICOKOTO TUTYJIa, BaM IIPELNCTOUT BMeCTe C APYTUMU HaJl0XHULIaMU
SBNIATHCS C YTPEHHUM IOKJIOHOM K BrnaropogHou cynpyre ['yidosii. Hu B KoeM ciydae Henb3s
THEBUTH e€. Kpome Toro, XoTs MMmepaTop u3-3a paHeHUs [T0Ka He MPU3bIBaeT K cebe HaMoKHHULL OIS
HOYHBIX yTeX, Bbl JOJIXKHEI B 106011 MOMEHT OBITh TOTOBEI K CIyk0e. B KoHIle KOHI[0B, B [logHEOECHOM!
JIUITH OOWH UCTUHHEIN X0351H — Ero Benudectso.

— IlonaTHo. briaromapro HacTaBHUILY 3a HayKy.

— JTa cTapas ciyXkaHKa He cMeeT TpeboBaTh OarogapHOCTH, — 0eCCTPAcTHO 0TO3BajIach HIHBKA
JIn. — Ecnu y rocmoxu 6oJbIlle HET [ell, 1 He CMel0 YTPYkKOaTh Bac, OTOLIXaMTe.

— Xopot1o. MoxeTe Bce UATH.

Cnyru 6ecnryMHO pacTBOPYIKNCH 3a ABepbio. OcTalmuck ogHa B KoMHate, Llun Jlo mocmoTperna B
3epKajio Ha CBOe JIUIIO, IIeip0 HaMa3aHHOe Ma3bl0, 0TYEr0 OHO Ka3aJsioCh J0 KYTU CTPAHHBIM, U
TOPBHKO YCMEXHYach.

B ornuyue ot G0NBIIMHCTBA XKEHIUH, OHA HUKOTTa He JOPOXKHUJIa CBOeH KPacOTOoH; maxke eciau Obl
JIUI0 OCTAJIOCh 00€300paKeHHEIM Ha BCIO KU3Hb, el ObIJI0 BCE paBHO. IlapanuHbl B yroJIKax ria3 u
CHHSKY Ha 1of00pOAKe [ieflany e€ JINI0 HAMHOTO ONyXIleo MpeXkHero, ¥ HUKakas Iyfipa He MOoTJia
CKDBITB 3TH CJIefbl yBeunii. [IoncTrHe, TPYAHO MPHUIIIOCH TEM JIbCTELlaM, YTO TOJIHKO 4YTO
pacchnanuch B KOMIJIUMEHTaX €€ mpenecTu. HacMeumuBo Ka4HYB I'OJI0BOM, OHa paclaxHyla OKHO,
BIOOXHYJIa IIPOXJIafly HOYHOTO BO3AyXa U, TJIAAS Ha JIyHHBIM CBET, HAKOHEI] IOTPY3UIiach B TSAXKEIBIN
COH.

Ha cnenyomuii geHs.

EnBa 3a6pe3Kui pacCcBeT, KaK OHA 3aBepIIniIa BCE IPUTOTOBIIEHUS, 00IaYMBIINCH B OOEKIBI U
yKpalleHus, moxanoBanusle My Llnaxanem. MakusxK BhILIENT 4yTh 60jiee IPKUM, 4eM 0OBIYHO, HO
BCE PABHO HE CMOT IIOJTHOCTHIO CKPHITh IIpaMbl. HsiHbKa JIu MoMoria 3aKpeluTh B €€ BOJI0caX
M3SIIHYIO 3aK0JIKYy-0y/1aBKy B (oopMe 6ab049KM 13 candupos, KoTopas uaeanbHO coYeTanach C €€
611emHO-TONTyOBIM IPUABOPHEIM IIJIaTheM. [T1s11s1 Ha ce0sl B 3epKaJio, OHa Pelruia, YTO MyCTh eé
BHEITHOCTh CEMYac He JOTSATUBAET U [0 MOJIOBUHEI IIPEeXKHEN, pe3yJIbTaT €€ BIOJHE YCTpauBaeT.

— l'ocioxa, 1nopa BEICTYIIATE.

— Tlomnu.

B conpoBoxpenuu Jloap Lluu JIo HampaBuiack Bo [IBopel] BaiisiH, rae npoxubana ['yiidai, 4ToOk
IPUHECTH eX CBOo€ mouyTeHue. [[Bopel BaligH mopaXaa CBOUM BeINYE€CTBEHHBIM Pa3MaxoM,
npeBocxons eé [Ipoper KO#13ao B 6ecurciieHHOe MHOXKECTBO pa3. CHOeBIIas Ha BO3BHIIIEHUU



POCKOIIIHas XKeHIIMHa Ka3ajlach 6eCKOHEYHO NajieKol OT TOro Kallpru3HOI0 TOAPOCTKA, YTO
COXPAHUJICS B €€ MaMsATU. Bce MpUCYTCTBYIOIIKE ONYCTUIUCh HAa KOTHU TTepefl TPOHHBIM MECTOM.
BepTs B pykKe 4amky ¢ yaeM, ['yi¢ai BhKIana 0OOPHEIX YeTBEPTD Yaca, Mpexae YeM C HauT'PaHHBIM
YOUBJIEHUEM BCIIJIECHYTh PYKaMHu:

— Of, g coBceM 3abkblla, YTO CECTPUIIBI ITPUIIIY 3aCBUETENILCTBOBATh MHE TIOUTEHHE, KaKas XKe s
paccesHHas. [TogauMaKTeCch cKopee. CKaxXuTe-Ka, KTO U3 Bac — Kpacasuua HOu?

— OTa HanoXHUIla 30ech, — npousHecna Lun Jlo.

— [logHUMHU TOJIOBY.

— Crnymarocs.

Llun JIo mopmHsIa TOJOBY U BCTPETUIIACH B3TJISIAOM C 3TOM HAIOJIOBUHY yibIOaolieics GusnoHoMueii;
cepalle poH3uIa octpas 60sb. OHa MOMHMIIA, KaK [OCJIe 3aMy2KeCTBa B Pe3UIeHIINI0 TPOSIBIsIIa
MaKCUMyM 3a00Thl ¥ MaTePUHCKOM HeXKHOCTU K eAUHCTBEHHOM cecTpe YUy JIu, Bcerma OTHOCSCh K HEl
MCKITIOUUTENTbHO TackoBo. Ho 3a 3TuM (hacagom MHUMOTO 61aronoy4us CKphIBaIUuCh JIUIIIh
SIOBUTHIE TOIBONHEIE TEYEHHUS. ..

OHa u IpefCcTaBUTh He MOTJIa, YTO Ta CIIOCOOHA HAHECTHU ey yhap B CIUHY, U 0O CUX [IOD He
IIOHMMaJla IPUYUH CTOJb JII0TOM HeHaBUCTH. TOYHO Tak Xe, KaK HUKOI[la He AyMala, 4To e€ IpefacT
Yy Jln.

— Kakas y Te0s1 mep30CThb, CMeelllb CMOTPETh Ha MEHS MPSIMO, — YCMeXHYyJachk Poy13s. — Crbliana,
TBOY KOPHU HE OTJIMYAIOTCS 3HATHOCTHI0. HaImuch i BO MBOPIE HACTABHMIILI, YCIIEBIIHE 00yUYUTh
Tebs1 IpaBUIaM?

— OTBeuas rocroxe, oa, HalllJIUCh.

— Pa3 TakK, To pa3Be TO, Kak TH flepXKUIIbCS celidac, He eCTh rpy0oe HapyllleHNe 3THKeTa?

— OTa HaJoXKHUIa 3aClIyXKHNBaeT CMEPTHU OECATKHU THICAY pPa3.

— K yeMy rpoMKue cioBa Ipo TeICS4YU cMepTer? CKONIBbKO y YeloBeKa KU3Her, 4TOOb yMUPaTh
CTOJIBKO pa3? Xe-xe, paHblile TOBOPUJIK, YTO IIOCJIe CMEePTHU NTONafaloT Ha Hebeca, HO eCU YMePeTh
3[leCh, OXKaJyH, yroOgullb IpsMo B af. 2Ku3Hb Tak OeclieHHa, €10 HYy>KHO TOPOKUTh, BEPHO?

— Bamu cnoBa Mypel, IOCIIOXKa.

2Ku3Hb DaeTcs MUIIb Pa3, U €10, pa3yMeeTCsl, CIIeAyeT HOPOKHUTh.



[TpocTo He KaxKXAOMY BBIIIAaeT POTUTHCS IO TAKOM CUACTIUBOM 3BE30M, KAaK Y HEe.

— O, Kpacagwura 01, He 60¥icsg MeHs. XOTb S ¥ CTPOTa B fiejlaX, HO BCE 3TO Pagu MOPsaKa Cpenu
cnyr. Ecnu Kaxnawiii OymeT 3HaTh CBOe MECTO, BCe CMOTYT HacaXaaThCd MUJIOCThI0 MIMIiepaTopa u
IeJIUTh ero JIaCKU IOPOBHY. TBOe JIULIO ITOCTpajfaso u3-3a Toro, 4to Tel cnacna Ero BennuecTso, Tak
YTO XOPOILIEHbKO OTHOXHU 3TH OHU. B cepenuHe Mecsilia y HaC HaMe4yeH OO0JIbINOoM MPa3gHUK, U
Kpacasuria IOit HempeMeHHO [0/TKHA Ha HeM IIPUCYTCTBOBATh, YTOOBI CECTPHIIEI CMOTJIH
110J1I000BaTLCS TBOEN KPACOTOI.

HemnoHATHO MOYeMy, HO CTOMJIO IPO3ByYaTh CJI0BaM O OOJIbIIIOM IIpa3fHUKE, KakK JIUlla BCeX
MIPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX HAJTOXKHUI MTHOBEHHO MEPEMEHUIUCE. XOTS BCIIYX HUKTO HUYETO He TPOU3HEC,
Lun Jlo mo ux 3aXKaThIM OBUKEHUSIM Cpa3y 3aMeTuia HeJlagHoe.

OHa He 3Ha/a, KaKoe UMEHHO COOLITHE BHI3HIBAJIO ¥ HUX TaKOM MaHMYECKUW yKac, HO MBICIIEHHO
nooGemrasna cebe XOPOIIEHbKO BCE PACCIPOCUTH 110 BO3BPAllleHUU. 3aMeTUB, YTO BhIpaXKeHue Julla
Llun JIo ocTamoch HEBO3MYTUMBIM, POYII3sT — TO U C Ipe3peHUEM, TO JIU C MITKOM yIRIOKOM —
IIPOTSAHYJIA:

— CecTpHulia BeIb CorjlacHa?

— JTa HalI0XHHUIA IOTUYUHUTCS BOJIE TOCIIOXKHU.

— Botru qynoHO. Hy, S YTOMHUIIACh, BBl BCE MOXKETE UAOTH. KpacaBHua 10)78 y TeOsI O4eHb KpaCuBas
IOITUIIBKA, Xe-Xe...

— Brnaropapio 3a 1moxsaiy, rOCIIOXa.

Ha stoMm ux IepBad BCTpeYa IMOOO0IIIa K KOHITY.

BepHyBIIHCh B CBOM ITOKOH, JI03D € BOCTOProM 3aroBopuia 0 pockowu [IBopua BaiisiH u mpocToTe B
obmenuu bnaroponHoi cynpyru ['yiidaii, a Tem BpeMeHeM K LluH JIo IOTSHYINCH OCTaIbHEIE
obutaTenpHUIE [IBopiia FOiin3a0, He UMeBIINe IIpaBa nocemaTs ABopel ['yiidali, Ho 06si3aHHbIE
3aCBUOETENbCTBOBATE MOYTEHUE ell. ChesnaB Bup, OYOTO BCE MMPOUCXOMSIIEE €€ Malo UHTEPECYET,
Luu Jlo mpuHSA UX, a 3aTeM KakK Obl MeXy MpoYuM 0OpOHMIIA:

— Yepe3 HECKOIIbKO [IHEH BO gBople OymeT nup. brnaropoguas cynpyra ['yiidai oka3ana MHE YeCTh,
IIPUTJIAaCUB Ha 9TO TOPKeCTBO. CKaXXUTe, UYTO MHE CJIeAyeT IOATOTOBUTh, UYTOORI HE YIAapPUTh B TPSI3b
JIUIOM?

Crouo el MPOU3HECTH 3TH CJIOBA, KAK JIKIla BCEX XKEHIIIUH CHOBA IMepeMeHuIuch. [locie monroro
MOJTYAHUS CTapIlas U3 HUX, TaJAHTIUBAs rocmoxa 1y, HemoBKO yNbIOHYIach U 3aMsiIach:

— V... y Hame# rocmoXxu MPUPOIHAs KpacoTa, Kak HU HapsAKUCh, BCE paBHO OyHelh IpeKpacHee



BCeEX, Xe-Xe...

— MMeHHO Tak! — TyT Ke OpyKHO 3aKUBa/Ii OCTaJIbHLIE.

— A BHI, TanmaHTIMBasA rocuoxa Iy, OBIBAJIM TaM paHBH.Ie?

— 9Ta HalOXHUIIA... Y MeH{ CIIMIITKOM HU3KHUHU PaHT, MHE HEe NOBOOUJIOCE ITPUCYTCTBOBATH.

— Bor kaxk...

[ToGornTaB ellle HEMHOTO HY 0 YeM, XKeHIIWHB pa3ounuck. Ho Korga TanaHTnrBas rocmoxa Ilu yxe
cobupasnack NOKAHYTh KOMHaTY, LluH JIo OK/IMKHY/Ia e€. Ta IOCIEeNIHO 3aMepiia B IIOYTUTEIFHOM
TIOKJIOHEHWH, Tafiasi, He Pellnia I HoBas X03sHKa MpuOIu3uTh €€ K cede B KauyecTBe JOBEPEHHOT0
nuna. Lun Jlo xe ¢ ynpI6KOM TpoU3Hecna:

— TananTtnuBag rocrnoxa I1lu, MOXKHO CKa3aTb, CTapoxkuil Hamero JIBopia FO#n3ao. XoTs 1 1
3aHMMalo 37IeCh I'JTaBHOE MeCTO, MHe TpeOyeTcs mofcKa3ka BO MHOTUX BOIIPOCAX.

— OTa HaJl0XKHUIa He CMeeT, — HCIIYyT'aHHO 0TO3BaJiaCh Ta.

— Pas3 BHI CTONb CBEAYIM B IBOPIIOBHIX JiejiaX, He COCTABUT JIM BaM TPyZAa COMPOBOXKOATh MeHS Ha
rpAapylLeM nupy?

— Hu B KoeM cnyuae! — TanmaHTnuBas rocrnoxa Il 1o cMepTy nepemnyranachk U pyxHyia nepen Liua
Jlo Ha KoneHu: — IIpoIy rocmnoxy 3abpaTh CBOU CJI0Ba 00paTHO!

Brnaropognas rocnoxa Croa.

— O? [Touemy xe TananTiauBas rocrnoxa lllu Tak ucnyranacs? Heyxenu cuuTtaere, 4TO 5
He[oCTOMHA Ballle KOMIAHUHI?

[Togo3penusd B ceppue Llun JIo MUIIb YCUIUINACH, U OHa HaAMEPEHHO IIpufaa rojaocy CypoBOCTH.
TamanTnuBasa rocrnoxa Illu cMytunace eie cunbHee. LlyH JIo 3Hana, 4To Cpenu ABOPLOBBIX
oOuTaTeIbHUI] 3Ta XKeHIMHA He O/1cTasa BhIIalollelics KpacoToM, HO pa3 YK IIpu OO0JIbIIIOM CTaxXke
OHa 3aCTpsjia B CTOJIbL HU3KOM paHTe, 3HAYUT, COBEPIIEHHO HE yMeTa IIJIECTY UHTPUTHU U He objafana
XUTPOCTHIO.

Bups rues Lun Jlo, Ta 3anaHNKOBala OKOHYATENIbHO. 3aKyCUB I'y0y U He 3Has, YTO OTBETUTD, OHA B
OTYaSHUYU TAKeJI0 yIapuiach I160M 0 IOJ:

— IIpocTuTe MaTYIIKY-TOCIOXKY 3a HEMOCyIIaHke, HO Ha MOJo0HbIe TUPE 63 ePCOHATILHOTO



IIpUuriaallieHus BX0O 3aKa3adH, 3Ta CIIy2KaHKd U BIIPABOY HE rnmocmeer!

— ToI He cMeelnb TepeyuTh Boe ['yidsii, HO CMeelb OCNIyINaThCs MEHS?

— OTa HaJIOXKHHULIA He cMeeT!

TamanTnuBas rocrnoxa Illu mpomoskana 0oTOMBATh IOKIOHEL, IIOKA €€ 106 He MOKPACHeN U He OIyX.
[ToHsB, 4TO MOOUTLCS OT HEE TONKY BCE paBHO He ymactcs, Llwa JIo cMeHMIa THEB Ha MUJIOCTE,
nepebdpocunack C Hed Iapoil HUYero He 3HAYaIMX Gpa3 u OTIyCcTuna. [loce 4ero ¢ TIKeIbIM
CepaleM cKasaja:

— Jloap, mocTrapaincss Kak MOXHO CKOpee COUTHUCH CO CIIy2KaHKaMU U3 OPYTUX I0KOEB ¥ TOYHO
BBISICHH, UTO U3 ce0s IIpefCcTaBisieT 9TOT BeYepHUY NP U T0YeMy OH HaBOJUT Ha BCEX TaKOu
XKYTKUU CTpax.

— W 00 3TOM CIIPOCHUTE?

— Ia. Ecnu Moé 4yThe He oOMaHBIBAET, 3TOT IUP 0YEHb HAallOMUHAET 3/I0BEIIUY YKUH B Jlarepe
XyHM3Hb.

— HeyxXenu Bcé Tak cephe3H0?! — U3yMIIEHHO axHyna JIoap.

— OueHb HAMIEIOCh, YTO g OUIUOAIOCE... IX...

Hous Boina B CBOM IIpasa.

CerogHsUIHUY IeHb IPUHEC CIIUIIIKOM MHOTO COOBITHH, U B rojioBe Llun JIo pounuce TsxKesse
MEICTIH, He [1aBas el yCHYTb. MyunMasi 6eCIIOKOCTBOM, OHA BHIIIIA BO ABOP. ['TISIs1 HA HECKOJIBKO
OOVHOKUX IIBETKOB JIOTOCA B IIPyJKe, OHa BOPYT BCIIOMHUJIA BECh TOT POCKOIIHEIY IIPYT C IOTOCAMH,
IpUHAAJIeXKaBIINH el IpeXae, ¥ 1o4eMy-To TocKoBasa 1o Uy JIu. Eé nyTs Bliepenu ObLI ellfe Tak
[OJIOT, U CpaXkaThCsl Ha HEM el IPUAeTCS B aOCOMIOTHO ONUHOYECTBE.

— Korpa ke KOHYaTCs BeCEeHHME IIBETHL M OCEHHSIS JIyHa, CKOJIBKO BCEro KaHyJIO B IIPOIIJIOE...

OTKyma-To u3gasieka NOHeCCs MSATKUM, HeXKHbIH roioc. [TeHue OBII0 TAKUM IJIABHLIM ¥ KPACUBBIM,
CJIOBHO CTPYMJICS JTYYILIUH IEJIK, ¥ 9TO YIUBUTEIbHEIM 00pa30M YCIIOKOWIIO CMSITEHHYIO AyIny LIuH
JTo. TTokoneOaBUIMCh, MIT'HOBEHKE, OHA TIOIITA HA 3BYK MY3bIKU U, BHIHIS K 6eceqku, yBUOesna B
JIYHHOM CBeTe IEeBYIIKY B O€JIbIX OfexKaaX, KOTOpas THXO Iejia, CTOSI 60CHUKOM.

Eé Bosock! Ok cOOpaHBl B CAaMbIM ITPOCTOM y3€eJI, Ha Telle He ObIJI0 HM eAUHOTO YKpPaIlleHus.
3ametuB LluH Jlo, OHa TYT K€ YMOJIKJIa ¥ C IPa3gHBEIM JTI000MBITCTBOM IIOCMOTPENIa Ha Hee, He
BBIKA3hIBAsl HU KaIlJI CTPaxa.



Llun JIo oOpaTuia BHEMaHKe, YTO XOTS YEPTH JIKIlla HE3HAKOMKH He ObLIHA OCJIEIMTEIbHEIMY, OHa
BRITJIsIMIe/Ia HeOORYaiHO YHCTOM U CBeXKel — TOYb-B-TOYb KaK T€ BOASHEIE JIMJIMK, YTO OHA TOJILKO
YTO BUJIea B mpyxay. [leByIIKa cpa3y goragasiack, YTo mepeq Hel Ta caMasi TauHCTBEHHas
«boJeomas ¥ He BEIXOMSIIAs U3 IIOKOEB» COCeNKa, U €€ 0XBaTHUBIIEE JIIOOOMEITCTBO TPeOOBAIIO
HeMe[IJIeHHbIX OTBETOB.
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