Huw Jlo rmepeoaeiiacChb B JIMJIOBOE IINIaThe, CJIIETKAd TPOHYIJIA JIUII0 HYJIpOfI " pyMsHaMH, CeJia B KPECJIO C
CYPOBEIM BEIPA2KE€HHUEM JIUIA U IIPUHATIACh MEOJIEHHO IIUTh Yaii, IBEITasICh YHATH COOCTBEHHEIE
9MOLINH.

JT03p ¢ 6ecroKoMCTBOM ITOCMOTPENIA Ha Heé ¥ POOKO CITPOCHIa:

— locmoxka, HeyKequ ¥ IpaBaa HyKHO uATH? braropogHas cynpyra ['yidai 6ombllle He yIIOMUHANA,
4yTOOBI BHI IIJTU K HEM, 3a4eM 3Ke BCE PaBHO OTIIPABIISTHCS?

Ecnu g He molify, OHa HaBepHAKa [IOMMET, UYTO MHE CTaJId U3BECTHHI KaKUe-TO TalHbIe CIIyXHY, U
CTaHeT OTHOCUTBLCS KO MHe ellle HacTopoxkeHHee. OT SBHOTI'0 KOIIbSl YBEPHYTHCS JIETKO, & BOT
CKPBITYIO CTPeNy oTpa3uTh TpygHo. Cympyra ['yiidait CTONIBKO JeT MpoBesia BO ABOPIIE, U eCIu O Y
Hee He OBIJI0 XOTh KaKUX-TO CPENCTB 3allUTh, OHA OBl 3[eCh MOIPOCTY He BhlKuUIA. K ToMy Ke 3TO0
Iy4mui crocod y3HaTh UCTHHHOE nuio Mmnepartopa.

— Pa3sBe rocmoxa =He 60uUTCA...

— PasymMmeercs, 51 60tock cMepTd, — oTBeTUsNa LluH Jlo. — Ho ecnu He puCKOBaTh, B 3TOM MUpPeE
HUKOTTa He IOTyYHIllb TOT0, Yero xKejaellb. Thl 0CTaBaliCad BO OBOPILIE ¥ HOCY He MoKa3biBau. Ecnu g
HEe BEPHYCh... CKaxK1, YTOOBI MO€e TeJI0 OTIpaBuIK B Peaungennuuio Kua3sg Haubuxkao, Uy Jiu
HaBePHSKAa I03BOJIUT Tebe YUTH.

— l'ocioxa! — Jloap omycTunace Ha KOJIEHHU.

— XBaTtut 006 aToM. 4 OBIBaiO CcTpOra ¢ TOOOM JUIIh [JIS TOT'0, YTOOH! THI CMOTJIa BEPHYThCS XKUBOH, He
nepxKu Ha MeHs 371a. 4 yxoxy, 6eperu cebs.

Luu Jlo mo-mpexkHEMy JepzkKasachk ¢ 6e3pa3TuYHbIM BHIOM, HO Ha cepille y Hee OBIJIO TOPHKO, U
CJI0Ba 3By4YasIu C KaKOU-TO IeMsined 601bi0. He oOpalrass BHUMaHUS Ha MOIBOBI JI09p OCTAThCS, OHA
IIoCyIefoBaa 3a yKa3aBlllel IIyTh ABOPLIOBOM ClyKaHKOM K BamrHe [TokopeHus 3BE€3[, IHe BO ABOpeI]
ycTpauBascsi OaHKeT.

Botigs, oHa oOHapyXuia, 4TO ITUP ellle He Ha4daJiCs: MHOXKECTBO POCKOIIHO OfETHIX KpacaBHIl C
PABHOOYIUIHEIMU JTULIAMH CUAEU 110 00euM CTOPOHAM 3ajia. 3aBHU[IEeB ee, BCe OHU Pa30M YCTPEMUIIH
Ha Hee B3rJsAabl. [{uH JIo moYyBCcTBOBAsA, KaK Y Hee BHYTPU BCE CXKajoch. Te Ke U3 KpaCaBHIl, YTO
yCIlenu pasriasgeTh ee, TyT XKe OMyCTUIMCh Ha KOJTIEHU U TPOU3HECIIH:

— IIpuBeTCTBYEM I'OCIIOXKY.

— IlopHMMUTECSH, IIPOLLY Bac.

OmryIeHnue, KOTa eIkl OTPS KPacaBUIl Ha3kiBaeT Te0s TOCII0KOH, OBITIO IOUCTHHE CTPAHHEBIM.
Llwn JIo cmerka CMyTHIIaCh, Halllla IIEPBOE MOMABIIEecs CBOOOTHOe MECTO U CeJla, a OKPYXKaloIlue



IIPOAOJIZKAJIX OCHIIIAThE €€ CTPAHHBIMU B3TJId0aMM, BEI3BIBAs Y HEE HENOYMEHHE.

3as OBbIJT OTPOMEH, HO BCe MOJTYalid, CJILIIIAJIOCE JIUIIb efiBa YIOBUMOE IbIXaHue, U aTMocdepa
1apuia XyTtkoBaTtasi. L{lun JIo cupena Kak Ha UT0/IKaX, KaK BAPYT YBUMENA BOIIEAIETr0 eBHYXa. TOT
TIOYTHUTEIILHO TIOKJIOHUIICS eH ¥ IIPOU3HEC:

— T'ocnioxka, BOT BHI I'l€, €J1€ BaC OTHICKAJL.

— 3ayeM s MoHago6UIach EBHYXY?

— B Pe3upennuio kHg39 HaHbYKao0 MoxajoBajia Kakas-TO TOCII0XKa, TOBOPUT, €l HY2KHO IIOTOBOPUTH
C BaMH, IEeJI0 BRITTISIAUT OYEHb CPOYHBIM.

— Bort kaxk... U KTO XXe oHA?

— Crapomy cnyre He BegoMo. [Iporry Bac, rocroxa, IpoiieMTe CO MHOM.

— XOpOH.IO. — Uwun JIo HEMHOTO IIogyMaiia U COrjiaCUjiacChb.

Osa BhIIIUTIA U3 3ajIa BCJIE[ 3a €BHYXOM, U JINIIb KOTla OHM MUHOBAJIX IJIaBHEIE BOPOTA, e
II0Ka3aJI0Ch, UTO KT'y4ue B3TJIANL B CIIMHY HEMHOTO ocyiabnu. [IpoBOOuB ee B TUXUY yeOUHEHHBIN
YTOJIOK, €BHYX yIaIUJICS, a CTOSIBIIAsA K HEM CIMHOM XKeHIIMHA B OMPIO30BHIX Ofiekax 00epHyIach —
3TO OKal3ajach JIMHYKH.

— JluHuku? — youBneHHO crpocuna Lux Jlo.

— 9710 . CKOIBKO AHEN IIpOoNIIJI0, a ThI CTadJld €Ile KPallle IIPEeKHET 0.

[Tpexne B Pe3unmennuu KHA351 Hanpuxkao Llwn JIo ogeBanack u mpudeckBantach 6€3 0co00it 3a00THI,
HO CerofHs, IOoCJie TIaTeIbHEIX IPUTOTOBIIEHNH, ee SICHBIE TJIa3a ¥ Iy4e3apHBIM B3TJIAM OYKBaJIbHO
ocnenunu JIuHuxu. Ta rngaena Ha Llu JIo co CcrnoxHeNIIel raMMOW 9YyBCTB B OyIlle U HaKOHEI]
IIpOX3HeCa:

— Curo MEHYTY BO3Bpalljaiicsd BO ABOpel], HUKy[a He XOOU.

— TwI cmemuItb 3a MOUMH HIaTaMu?

— Crnymau unu HeT — TBOE [eJI0, BO BCSIKOM CiIydae, CJI0Ba BaHa f Ilepepara.

— 910 npuka3 Uy JIu?



— Jla KaK TH CMeelb IPOU3HOCUTD UMS BaHa BCIyX! — JIMHYKY IMIMPOKO pacKphlia ria3a.

— INepepait eMy Moo 6arogapHOCTD 3a 3a00Ty, HO ¥ MeHSI CBOU TIJIaHHI.

Lun JIo 6pocuia 3TH CJIOBa U, HE OTJISIOLIBAsICh, OBICTPLIM IIarOM HallpaBUIIaCh MPOOOBATh yHayy.
JIMHYKY ellle HEKOTOPOe BpeMs CTOsI/Ia B paCTEPSHHOCTH, CJIOBHO HAaKOHEILl OYHYBIIKUCH OT CHa. OHa
OBICTPBIMY IITaraMu mopouia K LluH JIo u cBepKHYIa Ha Hee 37T0OHBIM B3TJISIIOM:

— Lun Jlo, HeyKenu TH He 3Haelb 0 puuynax MMmnepaTopa? BaH xkaneeT Te6s, a TH cama UAEIIb
Ha CMepTh? YMa JIUIINIIach?

— Kaxoe Tebe ferno o Toro, Xouy iu s yMepeTh? Pa3Be TH He KaXKellb MOe! CMepTU? —
ycMmexHynach Lun Jlo.

— Thi...

JIMHYKY OT IPOCTHU JIUIINAAcCh gap peuu. Llun JIo nuie negsHBIM B3TIA0M CKOJIb3HYJIIa 110 Hel,
CJIOBHO TJIsigd Ha OyKallKy.

[Tox aTM B3TIsgmoM JIMHYKY BAPYT ITOYYBCTBOBaIa ce6si HEBEPOSITHO HUYTOXKHOM — IYCTh JlaXke OHa
¥ HaJI0XKHUIA caMOoro 071aropogHOr0 U3 BaHOB, KHA351 HaHbYKa0, B Tla3ax 3TOM XKEHIIUHE OHA
BBITJISIENIA HE JIy4Ille IPe3PeHHON CIyKaHKH.

Byny4u o npupoge 4eJ10BEKOM MHUTEIbHEIM U YYBCTBUTEJIbHBEIM, 3aMETUB TaKOU B3rI4h, JIMHYXKYT
TYT XKe pemuna, uTo Llun Jlo, momaB Bo IBOpell ¥ BO3OMHUB ce0st Oyayiei HaloKHUIeN
VimmepaTopa, cTajla CMOTPETh Ha Hee CBhICOKA. BCIIBIXHYB OT THEBa U efiBa He 3a0bIB
npegocTtepexenus Yy JIu, ona Habpocunack Ha Llun Jlo ¢ ympékamu:

— Jlep3kas! Kak Tel cMeelllb Tak CO MHOU pa3roBapuBaTh?

— 4l — rocnoxa 4eTBEPTOr0 paHra, a K KaKOMy e pPaHry IpUHAJIeXKUT rocrnoxa JInHuxu?
OduiiranbHbIM TUTY U PAHT TIOJIOKEHHI TUITh 3aKOHHBIM KeHaM YJIeHOB IIPaBsIlel CeMbH, HO S YTO-
TO He IPUIIOMHIO, YTOOHI ¥ TOCIIOXKY JIMHYKY UMeJics paHT. [IpaBo Xke, 3TO IOBO M7 PAfOCTH U
[I03PaBIeHUH.

— THI...

JInHYKM B ymop ycraBuiachk Ha Llun Jlo, melicTBUTEIHHO NOBeeHHas elo 1o Genoro kaneHus. Ee
ryOBl HETIPEPHIBHO IPOXKaiy, MUHAAIeBUHbIE TJIa3a BhIe3Iu U3 opOuT, Ho Kak L{uH JIo paHbie
BO3BHIILIa/IaCh HAJ HEU Ha T'0JIOBY, TaK U Tellephb IIPOJoIKaja BO3BHIIATECA. C IPe3PUTEIbHEIM
BupoM Llun Jlo HampaBuiach K ABOpLY, roe Haxoausncsa My LluaxaHb, a JIMHYKY KPUKHYJIa €1 BCIe[:



— u# Jlo, pa3 Tebe Tak Xo4eTcs yMepPeTh, CTynau u coqoxuu! Ecimu Obl He BaH, KOTOPHIM BeJlesl MHE
OCTaHOBHUTH Te0SI, AyMaells, s1 0 COGCTBEHHOM BoJie motia 66l ¢ To60# BCcTpedaThcsa? CaMa UIETh
rubeny, HO CO MHOM 3TO HUKaK He CBI3aHO!

Yy JIu... Heyxkenu oH npucnan JIMHYXKY IUII 3aTeM, YTOOH IIOMeIllaTh MHE UATH Ha BEPHYIO
cMepTh? Ho papu 4ero? Pa3se oH He xo4ueT Moelt cmepTu? Umu He xo4deT, YTOOH S yMepJiia IPsIMO
cengac?

A BOT 4... KaK Ha3J10, He I03BOJIII0 eMy I[OGI/ITBCH CBO€TO0.

Yy JIu, myCTh TH X MOXKEIIb YIPaBIsaTh MHOU C ToMoIbko [Tumtonu Pa3dvenanusa CepAalia, HO Bedb A
HAX0XKYCh BO IBOPIle, HEOO BEICOKO, @ UMIIEPATOP [aJIeKo, Thl He MOXKeIlh KOHTPOJIUPOBATh KaXK IbIH
MO} 1Iar, a s HeIIpeMeHHO HauAy criocob u30aBUTHCS OT sifa. To, Yero TH He X0Yellb, 5 CHeaio
Ha3J10 Te0e — ¥ YTO THl MHE CHeJIaelh?

Xe-xe...

Bamrus [Tokopenust 3BE3M.

H3-3a TorO, 4TO €e oTBekia JImnuxu, [{un Jlo BepHynach B bamHio [TokopeHus 3BE3[ TOIBKO Yac
coycTsi. be3amosnBHas OaltHs Ka3asach elle 601ee TUXOM, YeM KOIfla OHa YXOfuia, @ MHOXKECTBO
CBeyell 110 HEU3BECTHOM IIPUUMHE 110Tacjlo, IOTPY3UB [IOMeIlleHKe B 3JI0BEILIUM I0JIyMpakK.

Bce mBOpIIOBEIE CITyKAHKH KyIa-TO UCYE3JTH, U KOMHATHI OBITM HACTOJILKO THUXH, OYOTO B HUX HE
0CTaJIOCh HU eIUHOM XKUBOU Ayiuu. LluH JIo He 3HaNa, KaKoe UMEHHO 3peJIiile IPOIyCTUIa 3a BpeMs
CBOET0 OTCYTCTBUS, HO, TOK0Oe0aBUIMCh HEMHOTO, BCE JKe BOIIJIa BHYTPE.

BryTpenHue nokou.

Crapasich CTymaTh KaK MOXKHO Tuie, LluH JIo HanmpaBuiack BriiyOb KOMHAT U JeCTBUTENIBHO
paccrbliiana OTTyAa Kakue-To 3ByKU. [10Koe0aBIInCh ellle pa3, OHa OCTOPOXKHO TONKHYJa ABEPE.

B TyHHOM CBeTe OHa C TPYIOM pa3/Uyuiia CUITYSTH JBOUX JIIOMIEeH, HO OT IlapuBIlel aTMocheps! ee
JIMII0 MTHOBEHHO 3aJTUJIOCh KPACKOM, a cepAte 3a0uiioch NTUIel B rpyau. M xoTs MyK4uHa GBI
BUJIEH JIMIIb CO CIMHEL, OHA 6e30InO0YHO y3Haa B HeM MMieparopa, ¥ B IaMsTH TYT XKe BCILJIBLT
TOT Y€JIOBEK B OEJIBIX 0JeKJax, KOTOPOTo OHa BUfesa B TaiHoM xony Uy JIu, u BCE BCTa0 Ha CBOM
MecTa.

To, 4TO mpefcTano ee rina3am, OLIIO OHEIL3sT OTBPATUTENLHEIM. X0TSI caMa OHa yxKe He Oblla
HaUBHOM JeBUIlEN, CMOTPETD Ha MOoJo0HOe el He XOTEeJI0Ch BOBCE, U OHa pellliiia YUTH. 3BYKHU He
npekpamanuch, ¥ L{uH JIo ¢ TATOCTHBIM YyBCTBOM 3aKajla yIId, HO B CAMbIii MOMEHT, KOTla OHa yXke
cobrpanack CKPHITLCS, ITPOU3OIIIIO HEYTO KYTKOE.



KoMHaTy HaIOJIHSI He3HAKOMBIH 1[BETOYHEIN apoMarT, ¥ Ha rias3ax y Liux Jlo 6rmegusie ryosr My
LIwHXaHsI MEeOJIEHHO IPUKAJIUCh K aJIbiM I'y0aM KEHIIUHEI, a B CJIeAyIolllee MTHOBEHUE Ta BOPYT
3abunach B Cymoporax.

— HMmMnepartop... He Hafo... X0JI0OHO... IyCTH!

CnoBa cprIBalKCh C ee ry6 6ecCBsI3HBIM 60PMOTaHUEM, OHA SIBHO IIBITAlaCh BHIPBATLCS, HO My
LlwHXaHb IepkKajl ee MepTBOM XBAaTKOM, HE IO3BOJISS II€BEIbHYThCS HU Ha HIOWM. 2KeHIIuHa
OTYasTHHO COIPOTHUBIISIIACH, OTYASTHHO KOJIOTHJIA €T0 PyKaMH, Kycaach, omHako My LIuHxaHb
0CTaBaJICsI HETIOKOJIEOMM — OH IIPOMOJIXKaJ YAePKUBATh MOLENyH, TOKa HeCYaCcTHAsl HaKOHeI] He
UCITyCTHU/IA OyX U ee PyKu Oe3BOJIbHO HE OMYCTHIMCh. B TyHHOM CBeTe

Uun JIo yBupesna, 4To MpeKpacHoe JIULO KEeHIUHEI ITOKPHUIOCh TOHYaUIIel KOPOYKOH JIbfia, U ee
00BSINI TAKOM y2Kac, UTO OHA OTLIATHYJIAch Ha HECKOJIBKO IIaroB Ha3af, efiBa yaepXKuBasich Ha HOTaX.
Hakonen-To oHa moHS/Ia, T0YeMy BCe IIapaxajich OT 3TOro npreMa My LluHxaHs KakK OT YyMbI, U
noyeMy Uy JIu 3ampeliian ei coga IPpUXOOUTh!

O Hebeca, Ha 4TO ke g TOJBKO 4TO cMoTpesial HeyaguBuTeIbHO, YTO KaXXIbI MeCSI] BO ABOPIiE
noru0asny KeHIUHE, HeyOUBUTENIbHO, YTO BCe OJiefHeN IIPU OOJHOM YIIOMUHAHUY BeUYepHEro nupa
— CJIyXY OKa3aJIuCh YUCTEHIIer npaBgou!

9toT MMIepaTop — HACTOSAIINY IeMOH!

Ob6eccunennas Lus Jlo cTosina HU XK1Ba HU MepTBa, 3a0bIB faXe Kak AblmaTh. Kasamocs, U3 ee Tena
BBEITSTHYJIM BCE JKHUJIBI, JIMLIUB CIIOCOOHOCTH OeKaTh, U OHa MOTJIa JIMIIL TapalllUuThCs Ha TO, Kak My
lluHXaHb Pa30MKHYJ 00BSATHUS.

Be3xku3HeHHOE TeNl0 KEeHIIUHB MATKO 0CeJlo Ha 1nojl. My LluHxXaHb CTOSJI C ONMyIIeHHOW TOJIOBOH, U
HU 4epPT ero JIuila, HU SMOIMH pas3risaeTh ObUI0 Hemb3s. [IpoIIIo HeMano BpeMEHHU, TPeXk/e YeM OH
BAPYT ITOBEPHYJICS K TOMY MecCTy, The npsitanack Llun Jlo, u ¢ yneiOKoii Tpou3Hec:

— Brixonu.

AX, KaK OO0 BBl KA. STY rJ1aBy 4 IMUCaJl C TPOMaJHBIM YOOBOJIECTBHEM, Xa-Xa-Xa.

CueHa craceHus KpacaBHUIIBI

Lun Jlo cTosina He I1eBesacCh.

OHa He 3Hana, HEUCTBUTENILHO T My L[uHXaHb 3aMETHUJI €€ WM IIPOCTO IILITAJICS BHIMAHUTH OedoM,
HO IIPEeKpacHO IIOHKWMaJa, YTO BEIUTH HapyXKy 03Ha4aJio BEpHYI0 CMEPTh, T03TOMY 3aCThlIa Ha MeECTe,
3amepxKaB OrixaHue. HUKOTa elle OHa He UCIBITEIBa/Ia TAKOTO HANPSIXKEHUS — Ka3aloch, CTYK ee
COOCTBEHHOTO CepJilia OrJIyIlaeT OKPYTY.



— Xe-xe...

My LluHxaHb y2Ke He Ka3aJiCsl CBUPEIIM, OH C 3aMeTHOM c1aboCThio MefiJIeHHO coOupar BOJIOCH B
y3€eq U C JIeTKOM yNbIOKOM TJIsAfieN B 3epKajo, oT4ero cepaue Liyua JIo 3aK0IOTHIIOCH ellle SPOCTHEE.
KocHyBmmmce nansiiamMu JefsgHOM IJIafy 3epKajia, OH TUX0 IIPOTOBOPHUIL:

— Pa3 yx Tebe OBIJIO TaK BeCeJsIO MOATIISIABATD, JaBak-Ka pa3fie/iiM 3TO YIOBOJIbLCTBUE Ha [BOUX.
Kak Tebe upest, kpacasutia FOi...

Opsaub geno! Y Bupasny odHapyxwumn! UTo ke Teneps genaTh!

B 3TOT caMBIii MUT OHA ITOYYBCTBOBaJsa, Kak Ybs-TO CUJIbHASA PyKa PE3KO JepHYJa ee Ha3afl, ¥ Korga
OHa yxe cobrpanach BCKPUKHYTh OT HEOKHUIAHHOCTH, OoJbInas JafOHb HaMePTBO 3axaJsla el pPoT.

Kto 310?!

MyKCcKoe ObIXaHHe MTaxXHys0 MIPsSIMO B JIUIIO, HO OT HE3HAKOMIIA UCXOOUIT I0 601 3HAaKOMBIN 3amax.
[TogxBaTUB €e Ha PYKH, My2KYKWHA B3MbIJT BBEICh ¥ YKPBIJICS HA PACKUAKMCTOM HOEpPeBe, HO PYKY TakK U
He pa3xkarll.

[IpOTUBHBIN MyXUK!

Llua Jlo mpeKpacHO IIOHUMaJa, YTO Ceiyac Henb3s BEIAaBaTh CBOE YKPHITHE, HO TEJIO0 IeHCTBOBAJIO
IIOMHMO €€ BOJIH, ¥ OHa CO 37I0CTHIO BIUJIACh 3y0aMy B YyXKYyI0 JIanoHb. MyK4rHA CJIOBHO HUYETO He
YYBCTBOBAJI — OH IIO-TIPEKHEMY MOJTYa fepKaj ee, MO3BOJIsISI KycaTh Ce0s1 CKOJIBKO YTOMHO.

Comnenasa KPOBbE ME[JJIEHHO IIOTEKJIa LwuH JIo B POT, OHa BKJIaJbIBaJild B YKYC BC€ OCTAaBIIHNECs CHUJIEI,
BeIb HAKOHEII-TO €M BHIMIAJI IIIaHC IIPUYUHUTL EMY 007!

OH CTONBKO Pa3 KaJiedyuJl ee 2KU3Hb, HEY2KEJIM HeJIb34 PAa30K IIOPAaHUTH €r0 B OTBET...

CkompKo OBl OHA HU fejlajia, pa3Be 9TO MOTJIO UCKYIIUTh Ty 60JIb, UYTO OH el IPUYUHUIT?

— XM...

Kpacuseie 6poBu My L{unxaHs cinerka HaxMypuiauck. OH HETOPOILIMBO HAalIPABUJICS K BEIXOLY U
PEe3KO0 pacliaxHyJl gBepb, HO Iepe HUM pacCTUlanach JIULIbL IycTas, 6e3MoIBHas HOUb. BeTep
Tpenas IPsigu ero BOJIOC U IIaful KOXY; IIOCTOSIB TaK HEMHOTO, OH GpOCUJI OBICTDHIM B3TJISAT B
OTIpefieIeHHYI0 CTOPOHY U, CO CIIOKOMHOM yIHIOKOM Ha ry0ax, yaauics CBoei JOporo.

— Ornycru!



YBumes, uto My Llunxans ymen, Llun JIo co 3710CThI0 mpoInuiesna CKBo3b 3y0Orl, 1 Uy JIu HaKOHEI]
pasxan manblpl. OH gaxe He B3TJISHYJ Ha PaHy Ha pyKe, OTUETIMBO IIOHUMasI, CKOJIb 6e3paccyneH
OBLIT ero MOCTYIIOK ¥ KaK CHJIBHO OH MOT BO30yauTh momo3penus: immneparopa. TsKeno B3OOXHYB, OH
TIOCTapasiCsl BHIKUHYTD JUIIHUE MBICIIA U3 TOJIOBHI, CIIPHITHYI C iepeBa U, 6pocuB Ha LluH JIo B3TIsA
nepeq TeM KaK YUTH, yCIIbllIas, KakK IPUMOCTHBIIASICS Ha BETKE IeBUIla HEJIOBKO Opocuia eMy BCIIe[:

— THI...

— Yero Tebe? — HAapOYUTO XOJIOAHO crpocun Yy Jlu.

— CHuMH MeH$ OTCIoa.

— Boob1me-To, 3TO TH BejieNla MHe yOupaThcsi, — 3ameTun dy JIu.

— JlepeBO TakOe BHICOKOE, II0-TBOEMY, KakK S JOJIKHa Ce3Th?! — oT rHeBa nuLo LluH JIo BHOBb
3a7TUI0Ch KPAaCKOM.

— A MHe Kakoe feno? — ycMmexnyncs Uy JIu.

PasgenutenvHas yepTa BocnoMuHaHuu yiopga Yy JIu

Korpga oH y3Hau, uto Llus JIo TalikoM oTIpaBuiiack Ha nup My LluHxXaHs, B €ro IPygu I04eMy-TO BCE
C3KaJioch, U OH, He pa3MyMbIBasi HU CEKYH[IbI, OPOCHUIICS CIIe[0BaTh 3a Heil.

CHauana oH nocinan JIMHYXKY BO IBOPeI] yroBopuTh LIuH JIo ogyMaThCs, HO TOTOM BCIIOMHMII, YTO 3Ta
IeBYOHKA BCETa OTINYAJIaCh OUKUM HPABOM ¥ He XKeJjlajla HUKOMY IMOMYUHSTECS. [I0pa3MBICIUB Kak
CIemyeT, OH caM OTHICKAJ IPEeOJIor, YTOOR MPOHUKHYTh 3@ JBOPIIOBLIE CTEHH. M TOUYHO — JIMHYKYU
3aJaHKe IIPOoBajIuia: BopYa U pyrasick ce0e MO HOC, OHA IIIJla eMy HaBCTpPeuy, a 3aBUIEB BaHa, TYT
JKe MIPUHSIACh KallpU3HUYATh:

— Bamn, ata LluH Jlo He nocnyIianaa MOUX yBelleBaHUM U HA0TPe3 0TKa3aslach YXOOUTh, Kak 1 HU
cTapaach ee OCTAHOBUTH!

— BEIXOOUT, IOpy4YeHUe ThHl He BRHIIIOJIHUIIA?

— BaH...

JIMHYKY C yOUBJIEHHEM CMOTpeia Ha Bpofe OBl BCE TAKOT0 XKe YYTUBOTO ¥ MATKOTO B oOpaiieHun 1y
JIu, HO TTOYEMYy-TO yJIaB/IMBaJia B HEM IIEPEMEHY, OT KOTOPOU IO CIIMHE TIOJI3/IM MypPaIlIKK
HEeU3BEOAHHOI'0 CTpaxa.



OnHa MsIach U He MOTIJIa CBSI3aTh OBYX CJIOB, HO HAKOHEII BhIIaBUJIa C 00MKEeHHOUN FpI/IMaCOfI:

— Kakoe BaM fiefio 1o TOro, yMpeT OHa WK BeIKUBET... OHa Be[b He IepBasi XKeHIIUHAa, KOTOPYIO
CCHIJTAIOT BO OBOpeEI], 4ero Tak youBaTbcs? Yem OvicTpee 3ta Llun Jlo cnoxHeT, TeM myuiie!

— [Ipsns!

Ha meke JIuHYXKY pacliBes SPKO-KPACHLIM OTIIEYaTOK IISTH MabIEeB.

OmyTuB OHEMEHUE B IIeKe U COJIEHbIM IIPUBKYC KPOBU BO PTY, OHA C HEMBIM HEBEPUEM YCTaBUIIaCh Ha
Yy JIx, a TOT XOJIOOHO U POBHO IIPOU3HEC:

— JIuH4YXKH, BIIpeOb 51 HEe HaMePEH CJIBIIIATh OT TeOs HOJIO6HBI€‘ pedn.

— 3auem! BaH, HeyXKeJu BH U3-3a Hee Tak CO MHOM nocTtynaeTe? Ecnu Obl gyllla TOCIOXKY celydac
cMmoTpernia ¢ HebOec, oHa Obl TOPBKO IUtakana! YeM oHa Jyullle, 3a KaKye 3aC/IyTH Bhl 3a0BIIU TOCIOXKY
1 OPOCUIUCH B 00BSATUS 3TOU HEBKU?

— JIMHYKHY, TH XK€ 3HAelllb, YTO S B35/ Te0ST HAJOXKHUIIEH JIUIITh IIOTOMY, YTO THI OblIa CITY2KaHKOM
ChIMH, ¥ HUKQKUX MHBIX YYBCTB Y MeHs K Tebe HeT. ¢ pa3 3a pa3oM 3aKphiBajl Ijla3a Ha TBOU
BBIXOIKM, HO 3TO He 3HAUUT, 4TO g Oymy TepIeTh UX BeUYHO. 3HaW CBOE MECTO.

Bpocus 31 cnoBa, Uy JIu HanpaBuics npsaMukoM K Barise TTokopenust 3B€3x, He 3a60TSCh O TOM,
YTO AyMaeT JIMHYXKY U KaKKe aKOCTU Y Hee Ha yMe. OH 3HaJI JIUIIb OJHO: OH 00513aH CIIacTH 3Ty
JKEHIIUHY — XeHIIUHY, Yell To4epK OBUT TOYb-B-TOYb KaK y CHIMH.

la IIyCTh JaXe Hebeca IIOKapaloT €ro 3a 3TO0, eMy OBIITIO BCE PaBHO.

CHOBa pa3menuTenbHasa 4epTa

— Trt cobupaenIbCcs CIycKaTh MEHS U HEeT? — CKBO3b 3yOsI mpouenusa Liwx Jlo.

[Tocne HEegaBHEN XKYTKOW OMM30CTH CO CMEePTEILHOM 0MacHOCThIO el XOTEJI0Ch pa30pBaTh 3TOTO
MYXKYMHY Ha KyCKH, HO OHa [0 TaHKWKHU 00s71ach BEICOTH — CHUAS Ha TaKO# BEPXOTYpe U TJIAAs BHUS,
OHa YyBCTBOBaJjla I'OJIOBOKPYKEHUE U MOJIHYIO IIOTEPIO CUJL.

Yy JIu ¢ 3abaBHOi upoHuel HaOmoaan 3a TeM, Kak OHa, TaHUYECKU 00SICh BBICOTEI, U130 BCEX CHII
CTapaeTCsl COXPAHUTh TOPIBIYA BUM, ¥ BOPYT BCIIOMHUJI, YTO IIOKOWHAS TOXKE MAaHUYECKH 00sIach
BBICOTHI — CEPIIE €T0 OT 3TOr'0 BOCIIOMUHAHHUS [APOTHYJO. YOpaB C JUIla YCMEeIIKYy, OH 6e3XKaT0CTHO
Opocun:



— Pa3 yx Te6Ge Tak X0TelI0Ch YMepeTh, C 4ero OBl Terepb 00STHCS CITyCKAThCS?

— Yto0?

— Llus Jlo, a TH Xoporina. He ycrena moOKUHYTh PE3UAEHIINIO, KaK YK€ OTKPHITO UIEIIb IIPOTUB MOUX
IPUKa30B — I0XKayH, 51 ¥ BOPSIMb HefooleHuBas Te0s1. Pa3 yx TH Takas cMenas, cjie3all caMa.

Kakoy ke OH NPOTUBHBEIM MyXKYHKHA...

TonbKO YTO BHIPBABILASICS M3 JIall CMEPTH U CTOJIKHYBIIASACS C OuneMMon Beibopa Llun Jlo moTo
HeHaBupgena Yy JIu, kops ce0s UMb 3a TO, UTO YKyCHUIa ero HeJJOCTaTOYHO CUJIbHO!

Buuzy Uy JIu cTosn ¢ nonyynsi0Kol Ha Jiulle, SIBHO YBEPEHHBIN, YTO OHA HE OCMEJIUTCS Cl1e3Th
caMoCTOSITeNbHO. ['Ts1as Ha Hero, Llun Jlo mo4yyBCcTBOBasa, Kak BHYTPU 3aKUIAET IIyXas SpOCTh, U,
3aXMYpUB I'a3a, MarLyia B MyCTOTy.

OH_IYH_IGHI/IG I10JieTa 1 IIOTEePHU OIIOPEI OKa3aJIOChk HEBEIHOCHMEIM.

PacmaxHyB rnasa, oHa ycTaBujaach Ha nuno Uy JIu BHU3Y, He cMes 0oJiblie MopraTh. OHa CTaBuila Ha
KapTy ero KalleJlbKy COCTpafaHus, IBITasiCh IPOBEPUTH, JEUCTBUTENIBHO JIU €€ XKU3Hb U CMEPTh
MMeIOT [JI Hero X0Th Kakoe-To 3HaueHue! Ecnu oHa BEIUTPaeT, ee yBEPEHHOCTh B IPOTUBOCTOSTHUM C
Yy JIu Bo3pacTeT CTOKPATHO, HY a eCJIU IPOUrpaer...

YT0 XK, Cy[s 10 BCEMY, el CyKIeHO OBIII0 TOTUOHYTh.

OH nmouMai ee

lun Jlo KaMHeM IIoJieTesia BHU3.

Yy Jlu HuKaK He oxunan oT LuH JIo Takoi Iep30CTH U Ha MHCTUHKTAX BHIOPOCHUIT PYKU BIEPET,
IPUHUMas B 00BITHS €e apoMaTHOe, IOJATIuBoe Tejao. OrpoMHas HHEPIUS 3aCTaBUIa €T0
OTCTYNMTh Ha IIAT Ha3aj; Ipuxkartas K Hemy LluH JIo ucnkITana CuabHeHInee 0TBpalieHne, HO B TO
JKe BpeMs ee ceplle MIPOH3UIa 0CTPasi, TOpPbKast 60JIb.

Yy JIu... TH BCE-TAKM IOMMAaI MEHS.

[ToMHHUTCSI, BIIEPBBEIE MBI BCTPETHINCH, KOTTIa MHE OBIII0 TpHHAANaTh. Mel co Cs10 I's urpanu B
IPATKH, 9 U3 030PCTBa 3ajie3jia Ha OepeBo, a IISHYB BHU3, TIOHSJIA, YTO CJIe3Th Y MEHS OyXy He
XBaTUT. MHE X0TeJIOCh I03BaTh Ha IMOMOIIb, HO TOPHAOCTh He M03BOJISAIa PACKPHITh PTa, U 5 TakK U
IIpocupesia Ha BeTKe B OOUHOYECTBE, efiBa He JOUOS OO0 UCTEPUKM.



To YYBCTBO pa3049apOBaHUA 1 6eC1'IOMOH.IHOCTI/I C TeX IIOp Harpagujio MeHsA 00SI3HBIO BEICOTHI, U Korga
OT 3aTEeKIIero TeJjla S IIOIIBITaJIaCh 9yTh CABUHYTHECSA C MECTA, BETKa 100 MHOH 00JIOMHJIACh.

4 3axkMypuack, yBepeHHas, 4To pa3o6bi0Ch HAaCMepPTh, HO BMECTO 3TOT0 PyXHYJa B 00bATHS
KPACHBOT'0 IOHOIIIH.

Hukorma B XXHM3HH 51 He BUAEJIA CTOJIb IPEKPACHOT0 JIKIIA.

— l'ocmoxa, BH B IOPsiKe?

OH yneibancs, TIs0s Ha MeHs, a 51 3a0bUla, Kak AblaTh. MHe Ka3aliock, CEPlle BOT-BOT BEIIPEHITHET
M3 TPYAH, a JIULO 3aJTUJIOCh I'YCTOM Kpackor. OH 6epeKHO OIyCTHUII MEHS Ha 3€MJII0, CHOBA
YIBIOHYJICS U YIIIEel.

Yy Jlu...

Tak oH BoIIEJl B MOIO KKW3Hb, CTaB MOMM MyXKeM. A ITOTOM BCE IIOIIJIO IIPaXOM...

— O ueM THI fyMaellb?

— Il-ipocTu!

Lun JIo ouHysace, CJI0BHO OT KolMapa. OHa IOCIeLIHO COCKOUNIa Ha 3eMIIto, oTBecuna 1y JIu
TIOKJIOH U, OITyCTUB T'0JIOBY, Ipo6opMOTaa:

— Bnaronaplo BdHa 34 CIIaCEeHHuEe XKU3HHU.

— A TBI OBICTPO MEHSEIIb TOH, — C capKa3dMoM nogMeTun Uy JIu, cMakys ocTaBllleecs B pyKax
OLlyIleHVEe BHEe3allHO YCKOIb3HYBIIEN MATKOCTH.

— 910 4 IIPOsABHAJIA U3JIMIIHIOIO CaMOOeATEeJIbHOCTE XU YYyTh HE HABJIEK]IIA Ha ce0s 6eny, 6narouapfo
BaHa 3a CIlaCeHue.

— JlagHo, BIpeab He CMel CBOEBOJIbHUYATh.

— Cnyumarocs.

— 3a0ymp BCE, YTO BUMAETIA CETOOHS, TOJIBKO TaK CMOXKEIIb MPOXKUTh ITOHOJIbIIIE.

— Ho uto0 HacuyeT UMneparopa...



ITpu BOCTIOMMHAHUY 0O KYyTKO# cuieHe LluH JIo mepemepHyIIo OT JIeHEeHSIIero yaca, ¥ Teo 3a0hI0Ch
B MEJIKOH [IPOXKHU — OTBpalleHue oT 00bsaTuii Uy JIu Temephb Ka3aa0Ch HUYTOXKHEIM 10 CPABHEHHIO C
3THUM CMEPTEILHEIM CTPAaXOM. 3aMeTHB ee mo0nenHeBIIee nuio, Yy JIu MOHSII, YTO OHa CTaja
CBUMIETEJIEM Bellel, BUMETh KOTOPHIE €l He CIIeI0BaIo, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB CITPABUTLCS C 9THM
KOIIIMapoM OHa MOTJIa TOJIBKO caMa.

— Ilun Jlo, TEI OOUIIBCS?

— HuuyTts, — ynpsmo 6pocuna Ta.

— Xe-xe, OKa3bBaeTCs, ¥ Tebe BeloM CTpax... botock, MnepaTop yxke 3amogo3puil Te6si; XOTh Y HETOo
¥ HET [I0Ka3aTeNbCTB, 3aCTaBUTh MaJIeHbKYI0 HE3HATHYIO HaJIOXKHUI OeCCIeIHO UCUEe3HYTh BO
IBOpIIe OJIsE HETO IIPOIIe TPOCTOTO.

— U 4uTO Xe MHe OenaTn?

— Brxupait u HaOmonai. M 3abynb BCE, YTO BUENA.

Pyka Uy JIu ckonb3uyma no nuiy Llun JIo, HacUIbHO 3acTaBisAsl ee 3aKpHITh IMa3a. Ot
HEeOXKUOAHHOTO IPUKOCHOBeHUS K BeKaM LluH Jlo B3@poruyna BCEM TeJoM, IIapaxHyiach Ha3af,
CJIOBHO OT 00KHUTaIOLIero IJIaMeHH, ¥ B YIIOP YCTaBUIaCh Ha HET0 B3TJIAIOM, IIOJIHKIM BEI30Ba. Uy JIu
ycmexHyncs. C 1erkoi focamoii morpemnas cebs 0 3aTHIIKY, OH HaCMeIJTHBO OpoCun:

— Bcé Takas ke nukas... Kak Te coOpanachk IpuciyXuBaTh MiMmepaTope ¢ TakuM HpaBoM?

— KaxeTcs, 3To He KacaeTcs BaHa, — X0JI0OHO oTo3Banachk Lun Jlo.

— Mm?

— Yro mo MeHs u MiMIiepaTopa... 1 HEIIpeMeHHO CIIPaBIIlOCh, BaHYy He 0 YeM 06eCIIOKOUThCS, — CKPeIs
ceprlle BHITIAJIUIA OHA.

PasymeeTcs, oHa He MOTJIa paccka3aTh O TOM, YTO ee HOYb HAJIOXKHUIIL efiBa He 00epHYyIach
nokylneHueM Ha youiictBo CriHa Heba. KapTuHKY TOM XKyTKOM HOYM HEBOJILHO BCILJIBIIK B IIAMATH,
TIOTPY3UB €€ B TPAHCOBOE COCTOsiHUE, HO Yy JIu MCTOIKOBAJT 3TO MO-CBOEMY.

B ero BooOpakeHUM IIOMUMO BOJIM HapuCOBajach KapTuHa Toro, Kak Llun Jlo y6naxaer My
lluHxaHd, ¥ HeBeoMas BOJIHA THeBa MTHOBEHHO 3aXJIeCTHYJIa er0 U3HYTPH.

OH yXKe IPOTSHYN PYKY, COOMpasiCh B IIOPEIBE CXBAaTUTH €€ 3a IIJIeY0, HO B IIOCTIEAHUI MOMEHT 3aMep
Ha moJtycyioBe. ['my6oKo BHOXHYB, YTOOBI YCMUPUThH OYIIYIOLUIME SMOLKU, OH POBHBIM T'OJIOCOM
IIPOU3HEC:



— Yepe3 HECKOJILKO JHEH HacTaHeT IIpa3mHuK GoHapei, s 0THpaBiio Tebe Koe-KaKue Iaph —
WCIIOIb3Y# UX, YTOOH 3af06PUTH MBOPLIOBHIX TOCIIOXK, HE POHSIH HOCTOMHCTRA.

— Crnymarocs.

— U eme: He 3a0yapb OTIIPABUTh OOMOM BECTOUKY.

— IoMmou? 3aueM 3T0? — pacTtepsnack Lun Jlo.

— ThI MOSI IPUEMHAsI CECTPa, pa3yMeeTcsi, 00si3aHa COOOIIUTEL O CBOEM 6Iaromony4uu, fabel Apyrue
3HAJIU O HAIlleH CBS3Y ¥ He CMeJIM CMOTPETh Ha Te0sT CBHICOKA.

— [IpuemHuas cectpa... C Kakux 370 0op? { 4TO-TO He IPUIIOMHIO.

— C 3T0¥ MUHYTH, — OoTBeTUs Yy JIu.

Iusn Jlo ocTanack CUOETH B IIOJIHOM YHBIHUM.
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