Bynyuu cTonb BaxXKHOM 1IepEMOHMEN, COOMpAIOIel BCeX BIUATENbHBIX Uil CBATOM [JUHACTUH,
MaciTabHoe COObITHE 3aKOHOMEPHO Hajlarajo TsXkKeJleHInnii rpy3 Ha IeYd TeX, KTO OTBeYasl 3a
6e3omacHocTh. C TeX IOP KakK TpU Mecslla Ha3afd paHbl F09 MHbBsSIHA MOTHOCTHIO 3aTSIHYIHUCh, OH YKe
HEONHOKPATHO KypCUPOBasl MexXay BoliiusHOM ¥ TOPHEIM palOHOM YJIMH, 3aHMMasCh IOATOTOBKOU U
opraHmu3aluei. A cerogHs, ¢ HayajaoM OQHUIMANbHOTO BHIBUXKEHUS B ITyTh, EMy TeM Ooree
IIPEICTOSIIO iepkKaTh KPYTIIOCYTOYHYIO YCUIEHHYI0 CTPaXy Ha BCEM MaplLIPyTe, He 03BoJIds cebe
HY MaJIeUInen OIJIOMIHOCTH.

[ToaTomy, Korga HacTynui Bedyep U ChITy ['yHXYH yKe YCTPOUIICA B UMIIEPATOPCKOM LIaTpe, a F03
VHDBSH N0-IpeXXHEeMy 0CTaBaJiCsd HEYJIOBUM — CJIOBHO 602KeCTBEHHEBIN IPAaKOH, YTO BUTUT T'OJIOBY, HO
He XBOCT, — ChrITy ['YHXYH OKOHYATEJIbHO IIOTPY3UJICS B IyYUHY HEJOBOJIbCTBA.

— Cso llyub1ze, TO, 4TO 4 mpuKa3as Tebe MOATOTOBUTSL, YKe CAEeIaH0? — IOYTH BEIOMB HOTOM MY B
3eMJle TI0J HOTaMH, XOJIOMHO ¥ MpauHo 6pocui CeiTy ['YHXYH CTOSIBIIEMY Y caMOro Bxofa JIu
[TroaHBIIYHIO.

— OrtBeyast Bamemy BenuuecTBo, 3TOT pab BCE MPUTOTOBUII, TOIBKO BOT... HEyXkKemnu Bair BenuuecTso
IEeNCTBUTEHLHO coOupaeTcs Tak noctynuth? — Ecnu KO3 MHBSH y3HaeT, pa3Be He COUIET C yMa OT
rHeBa? Ho ecnu He gaTh eMy 3HaTh, TO KOTa BCE BCKPOETCS, OTAEIAThCS MIPOCTHIM pa3fpaxkKeHneM
y&Ke He MOJIy4UTCH.

— Pa3 4 ckasan, 4To cuenato, 3Ha4MT, caenato! [Touemy Ovl 1 HeT?! I He TPOCTO 3TO cHenalo, A
YCTPOIO BCE TI0 BHICIIEMY pa3psiny! — ckBo3b 3y6wl mporenun CriTy 'yHXYH, 0CO6eHHO KOTHa
n3maneKa JOHEeCCs rojioc cojijaTa MHKeHePHHBIX BOUCK, TPOMKO 3BaBlIero reHepasna KOs u
OOKJIa[IbIBABIIIET0 O BO3HUKIIEH TPobIeMe C KaKUM-TO BOOOOTBOOHLIM PBOM. Benb 3TO 03HA4aso0, 4To
KOs VubsaH B Omuxkariinee BpeMs HUKAaK He CMOXKET SBUTHCS K HEMY.

o camoro yTpa cnepnymomero gus, korga Ceity 'yHXYH yXe niepeofiesica B IapafHble PUTyaIbHEIE
ofexXpbl And nepeMonuu, O3 UHBgH Tak u He nossuicd. JIumo CeiTy ['YHXYH cHemnanoch 4yepHee
IPUAOPOKHOM Tpsa3u. OH-TO paccuuTkiBai, 4To K03 UHBIH COOCTBEHHBIMHU T'Jla3aMU YBUAUT €TI0
BEJIMYECTBEHHEIN 00JIMK BO BpeMs IIPOBEJEHUs PUTyasa kepTBonpuHoiienus Heby, Ho, cyas 1o
TeKyllleMy II0JIOKEHUIO eI, B TOT MOMEHT TOT, IT0XKaJlyH, BCE ellle CpaXkaCs C TPSI3bI0 Ha MeCTe
pabort!

— Yac "acran! [IpocuMm Batero BenuuecTBo B30MTH Ha anTaph Ajsd IPoBeOeHUs Benukoro putyana
xkepTBonpuHoiteHuss HeOy! — pa3Heccs 3uHBIM roJI0C liepeMoHUMencTepa.

YUHOBHUKY CO CTPOTMMHU BHIpaKEHUSIMU Ha JIUIaxX OMyCTUJIUA TOJIOBEL, OXKKAAs, II0Ka UMIIEPaTOp
IOJHUMETCS Ha BEePIIWHY TOPHl U HayHeT 00psA. [IpuaBopHEIe BEICTPOUIUCH 10 00€UM CTOPOHAM
TIOJHOKHUS TOPHI B CTPOI'OM COOTBETCTBHY C PAHTAMU: YeM BHIIIEe YHH, TeM O/IikKe K BepIIHHe U K
CBSIIIIEHHOMY aJiTapio cTosin 4enmoBek. OgHako CeiTy I'yHXYH, OOUTEIBHO CIIeAUBINNI 3a 00CTAaHOBKOM
C CaMOro Hayajla, OTJIMYHO 3HaJ, 4To 03 UHBSAH OTCYTCTBYET Ha OTBEEHHOM eMy MecTe!

JIn L[IO&HBH.IYHI: B COITPOBOXKITEHNN uenoﬁ TPVYIIIIEI MaJIEHBPKHUX €BHYXO0B CMOT IIPOBOOAUTE UMIIEPATOPA
TOJIBKO OO IMOOHOXKWSA T'OPHI. CBITy FYHXYH BENINYECTBEHHOHU IIOCTYIIBIO Ha4aJl IOOHUMATBECA 110



CTYIIEHAM.

C KaxX[bIM NIPeOof0IeHHEIM IIPOJIETOM 3a ero CIIMHOM puOaBIIsAIoCh M0 [Be OIYCTUBIINECS Ha KOJIEHH
burypsl, 4 ¢ KaxasM maroM Ceity ['yEXyH MbicieHHO npoknuHan 03 UebsnHa! Kak oH Mor
IIPOTIYCTUTD CTOJIb TPaHAMO3HYI0 lepeMoHMI0?! B mpoiiikie ToAb 10 CTOJIb BONUIOMMX 6e300pa3uit
[le]1o He JOXOOUIIO, ¥ YejloBeKa Bcerga ObUIo BULHO PSAAOM.

Crouso IpoiiTH elle HEMHOT'0 U MMHOBATh KaMEHHYIO CTeJly, KaK HaYWHAaJI0Ch MeCTO, THe I0JIarajaoch
CTOSITh IPEMbEP-MUHUCTPY; 3a 3TUM Py0eKOM TOJIHKO UMIIepaTOp MMeJl IIPaBO ClIefoBaTh faiblle B
OIHMHOYECTBE, YTOOBI B COITPOBOKICHUH KPEIOB COBEPIIUTEL 00PSI.

EnBa oH MMHOBAJ CTeNy, Kak COOKY HEOXKUIaHHO IIPOTSIHYach pyka. CeTy ['YHXYH OIIETOMIIEHHO
3amep. B caMoM KOHIle ITyTH ero BCTpedas cuuTaBmuiica nponasmuM KOs UabsaH!

— ITo3BosIbTE MHE COMTPOBOAUTH Batre BennuectBo, — K03 MHBSH CHOBa IPOTSIHYI €My PYKY.

He noHuMasi, KaKylo TPy 3aTesis 3TOT 4yesnoBeK, ChTy ['VHXYH TeM He MeHee C PafoCThI0 BIIOKMUII
CBOI0 PYKY B nafoHs KO3 MHBsAHA, TT03BONIUB TOMY BECTHU Ce0s Jasbllle HaBEPX.

— ¢ maBHO XOTEJ MOCMOTPETh BOIM3K Ha TO, KAK ThI POBOMHUIIIL PUTYaT XKepTBonpuHoienus: Heby.
O6nagath BIIAaCThIO BCE-TaKU I10JIe3HO, — pasfascs ronoc K03 MubsgHa, HO UMIIEpaTopy 3TO
IT0Ka3aJI0Ch BEPXOM HEJIETIOCTHU: KaK BCerja CTPOro cobmomasinuil mpasuiia KOs UHBSH MOT cerdac
O0Ka3aThCs 30€eCh!

— XOoTb S HUKOTTIa U He BepuJ, 4To 00psn xKepTBonpuHoileHus Heby crioco6eH HCIIpOCUTh y Hebec
OmarocsoBeHue s Benukoit CBIToR [IMHACTHY, CETOOHS ThHI BHITJISOUAIIL IIOUCTHHE BEIHUKOJIEIHO! —
Bcsikuii, KTO XOTh pa3 MoOkIBajl Ha BOWHE, He CTaHET YIIOoBaTh Ha MOA00HbEIEe IIEPEMOHNH,
IepeKJiafibiBasi Bce HafeXK bl Ha MUJIOCThL HeDec, T03TOMY faXke Takou nefaHT, Kak K03 VHbaH,
OTHOCHJICS K TTOg0OHBEIM BeliaM 06e3 BCSIKOro aHTy3ua3Ma. Kyma 6osbliiie ero 3a00THII0 TO, CKOJIBKO
OTBaXKHBIX My2Kel, TOPSIIUX XKeJlaHUEM MOCITyKUTh POJMHE, SBUTCS Ha 3aBTPAIIHEN BECEHHEN 0XOTe.

[MocnymaB napy MrHOBeHUM U cooOpa3us, uTo 03 VHbAH nenaeT eMy KoMIiuMeHT, ChITy ['yHXYH
o0epnyncs, HO 103 VHBSAH yKe ONyCTUICS Ha KOJIEHU IIPSMO Ha FOPHOU TpoIle o3agy Hero. [lansblie,
10 BEPTUKAJIBHLIM CTYIIEHAM, UMIIEPATOPY NIPENCTOsIO0 IONHUMATHCS UCKIIIOYUTENIBHO
COOCTBEHHBIMU CUJIAMH!

LlepemoHus xeprtBonpuHoileHus HeOy 3aBepinunach 61aromnonydso. M xoTs mopasisioliee
OOJIBIIIMHCTBO JIIOfIe} MOHSITUS HE UMEJI0, YTO IIPOUCXOUIIO HaBePXY, BUM PEOKOCTHO CHUSIOIIETO
yNBIOKOM UMIIEPATOPa, CIIyCKAIIerocss 00paTHO, 3aCTAaBUII KaXKIOr'0 YBEPOBATh B TO, YTO B
HBIHeIIHeM rony Benukast CBstast [IMHACTHS CTaHeT ellle 6ojiee MPOIBETAIOIIEeN 1 MOTYIIeCTBEHHOM.

BeceHHsIst 0X0Ta Ha BTOPO¥ [IeHb TPOXOOUIIA B JIeCy Ha PaBHUHE y MOJHOXKKS TOPHOTO paioHa YIuH.
C MOMeHTa OKOHYaHUS IIePeMOHUY XKepTBonpuHoineHus K09 UHbsIH, KOTOPOTO UMIIEPATOp KPEIKO
IpuBsi3a K cebe, 60JIbIlle He BEICKA3bIBAJl HUKAKMX BO3paKeHUH.



TopHEIH palioH YIIUH CITaBUIICS KaK U3JI00IeHHOe MecTo o0uTanus ojneHeld. CHavana OTpsy
3aTOHIIMKOB BOIIEJT B Yallly, YTOOR COTHATH BCEX JKMBOTHBIX Ha OOIIMPHYIO MOJITHY B CAMOM IIEHTPe
71eca, B TO BpeMs KaK XKeJIaloliye UCIHITAaTh YOady OXOTHUKY Y2Ke HaTSHYJIM TeTHBH, OKUOas
TIOSIBJIEHMSI MHOTOYMCIIEHHOT0 CTafa B mosie 3peHus. W nummb K09 UHBSIH HEOTCTYIIHO CIemoBal
TI03a0¥ UMIIePAaTOpa BMECTEe C HECKOIbKMMY MTOKUIIBIMU CAaHOBHHKAMU — B 9TOM IOy TOCYIaph,
Ka3aJIoCh, BOBCE He TOpeJ XKeJaHheM COCTSI3aThCs B METKOCTH CO CBOMMM MTOIaHHBIMHY.

3aTto 03 MHBsH OB BEIHYKIEH ITOCTOSTHHO CIIEOUTD 3@ IIIYMHOM U TECHUBIIENCS BIIePedy TOJIION: B
TaKie MOMEHTHI, KOTa KaxXKIblii HOPOBUJI ONePEUThL OCTAIbHEIX, PUCK CIyYaliHOTO PaHEeHUs OBbI
BeCbMa BEJIUK.

— Bame BenruecTBo, K CYaCThI0, BEL B 3TOM I'OAy He II0XKeJalu CIyCKaThCs C JIYKOM... — KO3 UHbgH
KaK pa3 pa3MbIIUISAII O TOM, YTO 06CTaHOBKA HEIHYE BHITJIIIUT HECKOJIBKO XaOTUYHOU U yIoepkKaThb
uMIlepaTopa B 6e30MmacHOCTY — MOUCTUHE Onaroe meno. Kak BOpyr, 00epHYBIINCH, OH 00HAPYKHUII,
YTO rOCyHaphb, ellle MTHOBEHNE Ha3aJl eXaBIllKii BEpXOM PSooM ¢ HUM, OeccienHo ucue3! Yk He
II0flaJiCs JIX OH BIepe[ K oxoTHHKaM? OOBICKaB BCIO OKPYTY U He Hal[s HUKAKMUX 3alenok, K03
ViHbsiH ObLT BHIHYKIEH TIOMBITAaThCSI BEPXOM IIPOTUCHYTHCS CKBO3b TOJIIY JIIOAEH, ITPOMOIKABIITIX
BBIXKUIATh OSIBJICHUS CTaja.

— Briberatot! BriberatoT! — pa3ganuch BOCTOPKEHHbBIE BO3TJIaCkl TOPEBIINX HETEPIIEHNEM
OXOTHUKOB.

IeliCTBUTEIBHO, 3eMJISI TIOfl HOTaMU 3afipozKajia, ¥ B 30HY OXOTHI BOPBAJIOCh CTAMI0 U3 COTHU OJIEHEH.
03 ViHbsAH He ymocTanBal B3T/IsgaMy JIMlla TeX, KTO XkKaxXK/aj JIUIIb TOKPacoBaThCs, COCPENOTOUYNB
BCE MBICJTH UCKTIOYUTEILHO Ha ITOMCKAX UMIIepaTopa.

— Ali! — HeOXHOaHHO pa3faliCd Yeu-TO IPOH3UTENBHEIM BU3T B TONINE: — Cpenu OJIeHEel 4eI0BeK!

Yenoimas 970, F03 MHBSH TOYyBCTBOBAI, KaK Ha JIOY B3AY/IKCh BEHE — HEXOPOIllee IIPeIuyyBCTBHE
KOJIbHYJIO CEPALIE.

— 9TO XKeHIMHa! — CHOBa 3aKpuyal KTO-TO!

Temeps K03 MHBSIH IPOCTO He MOT He 00PaTUTh BHUMAHUS: Ha XKEHCKHUE ITePCOHEI Ha I[€PEMOHUY
JKepPTBOIPUHOLIEHUS Taby!

U perictButensHo, croumno KOs MHbSIHY epeBecTy B3TIAM Ha (GUTYPY, BRI3BaBIIYIO BCeoOIee
n3yMJieHue, Kak ero OpoBY HEBOILHO COIUIKUCH Ha IlepeHoculie. ApKue ofeXarl, He 3aMETUTh
KOTOpBIe OBITIO MOTIPOCTY HEBO3MOXKHO, TIIATENILHO [TOBSI3aHHAas Ha JIULIO Byaslb U efiBa JepKallasics B
cene ¢purypa, Kadaromascs Ha CIMHe KOH4... BI00OaBOK K 3TOMy — IepelyraHHas 10 I0JyCMepTH
JlouIangb, MYamasacs IpsaMo IOCpeny HeCcylerocs crapa!l

— He CTpeJ'IHTB! — EnBa 3aMeTHB, 4TO OfHA U3 CTpeJI, U3HAYAJIbHO HalleJIEHHBIX Ha OJIeHEeH, n3-3a
OBUXKEHNA 2JKUBOTHBIX W XKEHIIMWHEL JIETUT IIPSAMO B HEe, KOs UHBSH DOIBITanCcs OKJIMKHYTH CTPEJIKa,



HO OImo3pgal.

2KeHIuHa efBa ymepKuUBaiach Ha JIOMIAAN, ¥ PEYHU HE IO O TOM, YTOOK YBEPHYTHCS OT JIETSIIEH B
7106 CMEPTOHOCHOM CTPEJIh!

O3 UHBSH KPYTO CTUCHY 00Ka KOHS INIIOPaM¥, COPBaJ CO CIIMHEI BUCEBUIHH TaM TYTOH JIYK U
Opocuiics Hamepepes cTamy. M3 TOMMIE T03aiX BHOBB JJOHECCST KPpUK — KO3 HBSIH BEITYCTHIT CTPEITY
BCJIE[ MYaBIIeHCS XKeHIIuHe!

K ToMy MOMEHTY OH yXke BJIETeN B caMylo T'yIly oneHel. K cuacThio, Ha rila3a ero CKakyHa ObITu
HaZleThl 3all[UTHBIE LIUTKYU, ¥ KOHb, IONYMHASCh KOMaHaM, JIOBKO JTaBUPOBaJl MEXAY HECYILIUMHUCS
JKMBOTHBIMU, CONMUXKASICD C XKeHIUHOM. BrinymenHas K03 UHbIHOM cTpesna o6orHaa nepByo, Ha
PACCTOSTHMY OFHOTO IIara CTOJIKHYJIAch C HEH B 1osieTe, U 006a CHapsiga PyXHYJIU B IPUOOPOKHYIO
TpaBa. OKa3aBLIKCh PSAOOM C XKeHIKUHOU, F03 NHBIH NPOTIHYN PYKYy, HaMepeBascCh IepeTalluTh ee K
cebe B cefJio, Kak BAPYT IOHSII, YTO OeJi0 0OCTOUT KyHa XyKe, UeM OH IIpefrnosaraj!

— 4 TaK ¥ 3HaJ, YTO TH HEIIPEMEHHO ABUIILCS MeHd crnacaTth! — OKa3aBIIUCh B ero cepnye, ChTy
['YHXYH C OCJEeNmUTeNbHON yNIBbIOKOM CMOTpEI Ha HEero IIOBEePX ByaslH, a 3a CIIMHOU y&Ke rpeMet
TPOMOBOM PEB TONIMLI, HAKOHEI-TO Pa3pa3uBIIeliCs BOCXUIIEHHEIMU KPHKaMHU II0cyie Toro, Kak F0a3
WHBSH COBEPIIUII MOABUT Pafy CllaCeHUs KpacaBHUIIHL.

— Tr1! — JIumo KO3 MHbsHa CTPAIIHO UCKA3UIIOCh, OH e[IBa COePKUBAJICI, YTOO He COPOCHUTH
uMIiepaTopa 00paTHO Ha 3eMIII0.

— OueHb CKOPO THI MOMMEIIIb BCIO MTOJIb3Y MOoero nocTynka! — CeIiTy ['VHXYH BCKUHYII TOJIOBY U IPSMO
CKBO3b ByaJlb 3amedartsies noueayu Ha ueke 03 UHbsaHa.

Pe3ko mepHyB 3a OBOAbS IIPeXK[e, YeM TOT YCIIeNI B30PBATLCS OT IPOCTH, OH COCKOJIL3HYII C CeMjia U
MT'HOBEHHO PaCTBOPHUJICS B 3apOCIISIX KyCTapHUKA.

A Ha TpeTuyl IeHb BO BPpeMS IBIIIHOTO nupinecTBa F0s MHBSIH HaKOHeIl y3HaJ, B Y4eM 3aKJIiodanach
obelllaHHAS UMIIEPATOPOM II0JIb3a.

— ITomararo, BY4epa BCe UMeIN BO3MOXKHOCTh YOEIUThCS: KTO BO BpeMsI 9TOM BECEHHEHN OXOTHI
nposiBuil cebs xpabpee F03 MubsiHa?! — cnoBa CeiTy ['YHXYHA, CHIEBIIETO ITOfl BPeMEHHBEIM HABECOM,
BCTPETHUIIX BCEOOIIUM 0I00pEHUEM.

— K Tomy ke MHOTMM HaBepHSKa JIIO0OMBITHO, KeM OblJIa Ta TAMHCTBEHHAS XKEHIIMUHA? ITO MOS
BOCbMasl aBryCTelInas CeCTpeHKa, BOCbMasi IPUHLIeCCa IOKOWHOTO UMIlepaTopa. B 3HaK Ipu3HaHUs
BUepallHero repoudecKoro nocrymnka resepana K0s g opuumaabHO M0XKaIyI0 BOCBMYIO IIPUHLIECCY
eMy B XKeHbl! — Peub uMIiepaTopa BHOBb ITpOM3BETIa pa30pBaBIielics 60MOHI.

BoT TOnBKO COOpaBIIUXCS CMYIalo OOHO: MOKOWHEIM UMIIEPAaTOP UMEJT BCET0 CEMEPHIX IoUepel, u



BCE OHU y2K€ MaBHO OBITM BHIJAHE 3aMyX... OTKY/a JKe B3sJlach BOChbMast mpuHIlecca?.. Ho pas yx
roCyaapb U3BOJIUJ TaK 0OBSIBUTH, OCTABAIIOCH TOJIBKO MOMUMHUTHCS! B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, XKEHUTHCS-TO
HE UM...

Bricnymas cTonb ienpytoo Harpagy, K03 UHBSH MOT UL TOKPHTHCS CETOYKOM TEMHBEIX YEPTOUEK Ha
n0y... Hukakoi BOCbMOM IMPUHIIECCH B IPUPOJIE He CYLIeCTBOBaIO! A uMIepaTop 3aTesyI CTOJb
CTI0KHYI0 ITOCTAHOBOYHYIO MHTPUTY, Jaxke He M0OO0SBIINCh PUCKHYTh COOCTBEHHOM KU3HBIO! ECiu oH
BCETO JIUIIb OoOUBAJICS MPHUBIIeYEHUS BCeoOIero BHUMaHUS IIPU IIOMOIIY CIy4YaiHOW XKEeHIUHEL, TO
CBOero oH 6e3yC/I0BHO JOOUJICS — BOT TOJILKO CKOJIb K€ JKeCTOKO 3TO [0 OTHOIIEHHUIO K OeIHSIKKeE,
Yybe JINYHOE CYaCThe MMPUHECTIU B XXKEePTBY pafu ux 3aTeit! YeM ke MogoOHEIN ITOCTYIIOK OTINYAETCS
oT uctopuu ¢ XyH fo B npouuioMm?! Pa3 yxK 0H ogHaXAaw! IIpenail XyH {0, eMy BOBCe He XOTeJI0Ch,
yTOOHI ellle OOHA HY B UeM He IMOBUHHAS [IeBYIIIKa ITOBTOPUIIA ee TOPbKYI Y4acCTh.

Tem ke BeuepoMm KOs UHBSH efiBa He pa3HeC IIaTep UMIIepaTopa B MIENKYN, HO TaK ¥ HE CMOT
3aCTaBUTh IOCyfapsi OTMEHUTH yYKa3, OrJIallleHHBIN [lepeq JIULOM BCeX CAaHOBHUKOB.

Korpa Bce BepHYJIUCH U3 TOPHOT0 paiioHa YiuH, CeiTy ['yHXYH IIprKa3all JOCTaBUTh BO IBOpEL]
craporo otia FO3 MubaHa. TaM eMy 00BbABUIN, YTO BOChbMas IIPUHIIECCa C MaJIbIX JIeT OTIn4asach
cn1abbIM 300POBbEM, U3-3a Uero ee CKPHIBAJIM OT TIOCTOPOHHUX I'J1a3, a IIof KOHeI] JIyKaBo
OCBEIOMUJIUCE: €CJIM IIPUHIIECCA He CMOXKET MOAapUTh KilaHy KO3 HU CEIHOBEH, HU JOo4Yepey, CTaHeT
nu Crapelii reHepan 03 cuuTtaTh ee CBOeU HEBECTKOU?

Pa3 cam uMmepaTop BEICKA3asICs B IOJOOHOM KJTI0Ue, pa3Be MOXKHO OBIJIO 0TKa3aThCsA? CTaphii
reHepaJs CTHCHYI 3yObl ¥ HAOTMAIIIb Iajl CBOE corjiacue!

Tak OGpayHbIM COI03 MeXOy KinaHoM K03 1 uMIIepaTOpCKOM ceMbel OBl CKPeIlJIeH BOIIPeKHu
02KeCTOYEeHHOMY conpoTuBeHuio F0s MHbsIHA, a cBafb0y Ha3HAYUIIM POBHO Yepe3 MOJIMeCsIIa.

IIo Ha3Ha4YeHHOH JaThl 0CTABaJIOCh BCETO TPU OHA, U KOs UHBSH B MOTHOM CMSITEHMH IIarajl u3 yrijla
B YyT'OJI I10 CBOEMY Ka6I/IHeTy — HOeJI0 3alllJI0 CIIMIIKOM OaJIeKO, M IIOBEPHYTH Ha3ad yXKe He
IIpeacTaBiIgIOCh BO3SMOZKHEIM.

— l'eHepar, y BOPOT KaKOMi-TO MyKUMHa C JKEHIITMHOU, Ha3bIBalOT ce0s BAIllMMU CTaphIMU 3HAKOMBIMHU
Y [IPOCAT O BCTpeYe, — B ABEPSIX BHE3AIHO NOIBUJICS yIIpaBistomun Jlo.

— He npunumats! — C 4ero Obl eMy celidac UCIHITHIBATD KejlaHKWe KOro-To NpuHuMaTh? HaBepHsiKa
SIBUJIUCBH JIUIIL C AeXKYPHBIMU IT030PaBIE€HUSIMU.

— Ho, reHepartl, OHU FOBOPSIT, YTO He YHAYT, OKA UX He BIYCTAT. — Ciyru 00JIbllle BCETO CTPafaln
OT IOOOHEIX TOCTEM, Ybs IMYHOCTh U HaMePEHUs 0CTaBalUCh 3arafikoil, HO Te C Iopora 3asBIsiu O
InaBHEM 3HAKOMCTBe. OTKaXkKelIbCsl OK/IafbBaTh — a BAPYT U BIPSIMb 00BSBUJICS CTAPHIM TOBapUII]
10 BaXKHOMY [eJTy, XO35IUH Pa3rHeBaeTCsl ¥ COUTeT CJIyT BUHOBHEIMY; [NOJIOXKUIIb, & OKaXKeTCs KaKas-
TO ITyCTSIKOBAsl MeJI04Yb — T'OCIIOMH BCE PABHO COPBET 37100y Ha HUX!



— JlagHo, mycTh BxoasaT! — Tak unu uHade, Ha gymie ¥ K03 MHbsIHA CKPeOId KOIIKHU, ¥ OH PEIInI
CIIepBa B3TJISTHYTh, KTO XK€ UMeHyeT cebsi ero CTaphbiM 3HaKOMIIEM, 3a00HO HEHA0JIT0 OTBJIEKIIHCEH OT
MBICJIEH O MTPefCTOosIIel KeHUTLOe.

— lenepan 03! — mwenmuii Buepeau Kpenkuil MyK4rHa B KPECThIHCKUX OfleKaaX, IepeCTyIuB
TIOPOT, CJIOKUJI PYKY B IPUBETCTBEHHOM kKecTKe. O3 MHBSH Mor 6UThCS 00 3aKiiaf, YTO BUAUT €0
BIIEPBLIE B XKU3HU. 3aTO CJIef0BaBIlas 3a HUM Ipalo3Has XKeHIIWHa, CIpsATaBIlas JIUI0 NOLYJIbHOU
ByaJiblo, TI0Ka3asach g0 0011 3HaKOMOU — UM 4yTh HE COPBAJIOCh Y HETO C s3hKa!

— l'ocnioguH... — 2KeHIIuHa OTKHUHYIJIA ByaJlb, SABJISAA B30PYy MATKUE, HE2KHBIE YEPTEI JIMIIA XYH Hdo.

— Hebeca! Xyn flo! Berxomut, Tebe ¥ BIpaBay yAanocCh CIIaCTUCh U3 TOTo mmoxkapa! I[loBepuTs He
MOTY, Thl CTOMIIb IPAMO Iepeno MHOM! — KO3 UHBSIH COBEPIIEHHO pacTepsiCs, He HaXOAs CIIOB,
4yTOOBI BRIPA3UTh OXBATUBIIIYIO €TI0 pafiocTh. Heyxkenu CTonb YyoecHbIe Bellld ¥ BIIPaBAY CIydaloTCsS B
ero XXu3Hu?!

— l'ociopguH, npo1lly Bac, He BOJIHYUTECH TakK, IPUCAObTE U BHICTYyIIAUTE MEHS CIIOKOMHO. — XyH {0
COoXpaHua MPeXHIO KPOTKYI0 MATKOCTh, ycagus O3 MHbsIHa Ha TOYETHOEe MeCTO B MaCCUBHOM
KpecJie Tallly, II0C/ie Yero caMa IIprcesia HeloganeKy BMeCcTe C TeM KPECThIHUHOM.

— Xopo11o, s CIIOKOeH, roBopu, — 03 UHBAH MOCIYILIHO 3aMep B Kpecie.

— 4 He cnacanachk OerctBoM. [Toxap ycTpousna s cama. — XyH 7o, T/siga Ha OKPYTJIUBIINECS OT
u3yMmnenus rna3a K03 UHbsIHa, IPOMOJIKIIA POBHEIM I'OI0COM: — ¢ M3HA4YaIbHO Oblla YyKaykou B
39TOM MHUpE, BTOPT/Iach Tyha, KyAa MHe He CJiefoBasio. Bbl IpOSBUIM KO MHE CTOJIbKO HEXKHOCTH,
CKOJIbKO OBIJIO BO3MOXKHO OT Bac 0XKHUAATh, II03TOMY 51 He IepXKYy Ha Bac 37a. [IpocTo s 6osblile He
X04y OCTaBaThCS 3aJI0KHHULIEH YYKUX TPEYTOIHHUKOB. Pa3 BE 0Ka3aauch HECIIOCOOHBI OTKPHITHCS
MHe 10 KOHI[a, MHe IIPUIIIOCh CAaMOU IIOCTaBUTh TOUYKY B MOEM CyIlleCTBOBaHKU! A TO BpeMs, YTO BHI
IIPOBEJIX B YTPHI3EHUSX COBECTH M3-3a MEHS, MOXKeTe CYATaTh UCKYIIJIEHUEM Balllero goira nepeno
MHOM... ['ociogus, XyH fo 6obllle He CMOXKET CIIYKUTh BaM, IIpolry Bac, 6eperute cedst! —
npousHecd 310, XyH fo nopouna K KO3 MHBSIHY, OnycTUIach Ha KOJIEHU U OTBECHUJIa 3€MHOU TIOKJIOH.

— XyH do! 910 g nepeq To6o# BuHOBAT! Kyna e THl Temepb MOMAEIIs COBCeM ofHa? BepHucs, s
HelpeMeHHO 1mo3abouyck 0 Tebe! — [ToueMy B 3TOM MUPE CYIIECTBYIOT CTOJIb IPEKPACHBIE
JKEHIIMHEI, fa ellle yropa3aumo xe ero, KOs MHbsIHa, BCTPETUTH €€ U IIpenath!

— locnioguH, g He ofgHa. OH — necopy0 M3 IepeBHU 3a TOPOMICKOM cTeHOM BaliusHa. B TOT fieHs,
KOTfla s IIOKKHYJIa IOMeCThe TeHepasia, Y MeHs He ObIIO HU KOJia HU [IBOPA, U JIUIIh Oj1arofaps ero
IPHUIOTY S He OKa3aJlach Ha YIIHIlE, S Y3Ke Pellria BRIUTH 3a Hero 3aMyxk. Bo3M0KHO, MBI 00JIbIIIe HE
OoCTaHeMcCs BO BaitusHe, s X04y OTIPaBUTHCS Ha 10T. Pa3Be Bhl caMy IIpeXkae He TOBOPUIH, YTO MHE
nomo6aeT OBITE OEJIBIM JIOTOCOM B I02KHOM IIPYAY — YKUCTHIM, HEB3UPas Ha I'ps3b? BoT 5 u
OTIIPABIIIOCH Ha 10T, IOTI000BATLCS Ha Te CaMble OeCKpalHKe 3aPOCIIH JTIOTOCOB, 0 KOTOPHIX BEI
paccka3wiBaiu. K ToMy Xke, TOKHUas IIOMeCThe TeHepasia B TOT IeHb, 1 BOBCE He YIIJIa C IIyCTHIMU
pykamu! — ITogHsSBIIKCE C TI0NMa, XyH 0 moaBena K K03 MHBAHY MOTYaIUBOr0 MYXKUKA ¥ U3I0KHUIIA
CBOM IIJIaHH Ha OymyImee, a Mpy YIOMUHAHUY F0XKHBIX IPYKUH C JIOTOCAMH Ha ee JIUIe 3aCThIJI0 TaKoe



BBIPpaXKeHNe, CJIOBHO OHa Y2K€ MEICJIEHHO ITepeHeCiaCh Tyaa.

U maxe xorma XyH fo maBHo ymina, FOs MHBSH Bce elre mpeObiBal BO BIaCTH COTKAHHOM €10
IIpEeKpPacHOM KapTUHHI.

Bl 3a BOpOTa IIOMECThs TeHepasna, XyH 0 BHIIYCTUIA PYKY KpecThsiHuHA: — Cracubo BaMm,
Opater JIro, ecu OBl X035MKa y3HaJIA 0 HAILIUX CJIOBaX, MOMHSJICS OBl CTPAIIHBIN IITyM!

— OcrTass 91y 6aby. Ho THL... pa3 reHepai npepjarai Tebe oCcTaThCs, 3aU4eM corana 1 He 3axoTesa
0CTaThCSI? — COKPYIIEHHO II0Kavall roJIOBOM KPeCThsHUH 10 hamunuu JIo.

— 4 Benp u BIpaBay cobpasack Ha IOT... C 4ero Obl MHe NraTh? — XyH 10 TyKaBo MOAMUTHYJIA eMY,
He OIJIOBIBasICh Ha OCTaBLIeeCs I103aU IOMeCThe FeHepasla, ¥ YBePEeHHO 3alllarasa BIepes.

— Hy u meBuoOHKa, 10 4yero ke nobpas ayma! iHade MbI C JKEHOU HYU 3@ YTO He NIPUIOTUIIHN Obl Te0s,
— B3[0XHYB, IPOCTOAYIIHO IPOM3HEC MYXKUK, IPOBOXKAs B3I/IAOOM TOUeHYI0 GUrypky XyH flo,
IIe[IIIyI0 BIIEPe[U 10 Y3KOM U3BIINCTOM ylIo4YKe. M KTO 3HaeT, 4To 3a XKeHI[uHa Oblla Ta, pafu
KoTOopou rerepain KO3 nerko orpekcs ot Hee?

Korpa B moMecThe reHepajia BHOBb CIIPABIIS/IA CBaAb0y, pa3Max TOP2KeCTBa MPeB301Ies
IPEeLIOYIINN: TPa3IHeCcTBOM 3aXBaTUIIO €[IBa I He BCIO yNIUIy. A IMOCKOJIbKY pedsb Iijia o 6pake C
MMIIePaTOPCKOM CECTPOM, MPAKTHUECKH BCE Tafia/iv, YAOCTOUT I UMIIEPaTOp JIUYHO CBOUM
IIPUCYTCTBUEM ITPOBOMBI IPUHIIECCH U3 POTUTEIHECKOTO IOMA.

O3 MiubsaH B anblx cBageOHBIX OfleXkIax MeTasICs II0 CBOel KOMHaTe, He Haxofs cebe MecTa — yxke
COBCeM CKOPO MIPEfCTOSJIO BCTpeuaTh HeEBeCTy. MMIepaTop Mmo-peXHeMY He IOSIBIIAJICS, a Y HEro
HaKOIIMJIaCh Macca BOIIPOCOB, MHOXKECTBO Bellell XOTeJIOCh BEICKa3aTh... [Ipuxonuna XyH fo, oHa
Teleph CYaCT/INBa, a 3HAYUT, OH TeM 0ojiee He UMeeT IipaBa pa3pyllaTh 4yxKoe XKeHCKoe cyacThe!
Benp OH mpekpacHO 3HaJl, CKOJIb JIETKO Pa3PyIIUTh XPYNIKUK MUD, U KaK JOHEIb3s TPYOHO
BITOCJIE[ICTBUU COOUPATH OCKOJIKK BOETUHO!

K ero pazouapoBaHuo, rocygapb He II0Ka3acs faxe TOTha, Korjua cBafeOHbI TalaHKUH HEBECTH
npuOBUT K BOpoTaM KitaHa 0a.

BBenst HeBeCTy B IOM C IIOMOIIIBIO aJI0M IIEIKOBOU JIeHThl, K03 MHBSH 0YTH He TIIAges Ha
HOBOOpPaYHYI0, OTYasTHHO YIIOBasl JIAIIL Ha TO, YTO UMIIEPATOP BOT-BOT OOBIBUTCS!

— IToknon He6y u 3emie! — 3aueM eMy CHOBA ¥ CHOBA ITPOXOAMTDH Yepe3 3TOT (apc?

— ITokmon poputensam! — ITouyemy uMIiepaTop 1MO3BOIHI cebe pa3oyapoBaTh €ro B TAKOH JIeHb...

— B3aumubl nokioH cynpyros! — Barmsag FOs VHbsHa BIEpBLE yIlaa Ha CTOSBIIYIO HAIPOTUB
[eBYIIKY, KOTOPOM BHOBb IIPEICTOSJIO TTACTh B IIPONACTb...



— l'eneparn [0s... coBeplLINTE TapHBIY OKJIOH... — [IEPEMOHUKMMENCTED, He IOHUMas, I0YEMY XKEHUX
BHE3aIlHO 3aMep [10CPefiy PUTyasla, B PaCTEPSHHOCTH 3allelTas PAOOM.

— [TokJIOH cympyroB! — He MOXKIaBIINChH PEaKIUU, PACIIOPSIAUTENb IIOBTOPHUIT IIPU3EIB.

KOs MHbsH no-TipexxHeMy He IeBenuics. U B TOT MOMEHT, KOTTia BCTPEBOXKEHHBIN
IIlepeMOHUUMENCTepP U COUTHIE C TOJIKY 3PUTENIH Y2Ke 3aBOJTHOBAJIUCh, HEBECTa PE3KO AepHYyIIa 3a
aJIyIo LIeJIKOBY10 JIeHTy, ¥ 103 UHbsH, TOTEpsaB paBHOBecHUe, ltofascy Buepen! [lepenyransas Tonmna
OBLIO PUHYJIach Ha ITOMOIIb, HO HEBeCTa yKe KPeIKo IOAXBaTuIa Iafaollero xkKeHnxa B CBOU
00BsaTHSA!

— Bcé, nepeMoHus 3aBepineHa!l — pasmancs HU3KUHM T'0I0C U3-T10[ (aThl HEBECTHI, IIOCTIe YeTo Ha
r7as3ax y u3yMJIeHHOM MyO0nuKyu KpacHBIM CBafieOHbIM I1aT OB COpBaH M OTOPOIIEH B CTOPOHY. M KTO
JKe 0Ka3aJICs IO MMOKPHLIBATIOM, ECJTH HE caM uMIepaTop?!

Bce nmpucyTcTByOIMe PyXHYIU Kak IOOKOLIeHHEIE!

— Tet! — KOs MHbSH, pacno3HaBUIAM ITOXUTUTENIS CIIOKOWCTBUS C CAMOTO IIEPBOT0 MTHOBEHUS,
Tenepb OB OKOHYATEILHO YBEPEH, YTO OpaKoCOUYeTasncs C 3TUM HarJlkIM, He Be[aloIuM CTpaxXa
umiepatopoM! OH ocToOeHe N, OHeMEB OT II0Ka — OH IIPOCTO He BEPUJI, YTO UMIIePaTOP BHOBb TaK
6ecrapmoHHO Hamyn ero! M yx TeM 6ojiee He BEPUII, UTO TOCyaph CII0COOEeH BEIKUHYTH IOOO0HBIM
HOMeD, IITI0S Ha HacMellKu cBeTa! I1oxoxke, CeromHsi UM IIPEeACTOSIIO CBECTU CTaphle CUETHI 10
MIOJTHOX TporpaMme!

— O1, Tenepsb-TO THL 10 3aKOHY MOU MyXK... U HUKTO y2Ke He II0CMeeT Bo3pa3uTth! — Mmmepartop
o0auymsics B HeJlelnble cBafeOHbIe ONeX Ok, HO AepKaJiCs C IPeXKHUM BEICOKOMEPHBIM BUOM,
0COOEHHO BBHIIE/IMB UHTOHALIMEN CJI0OBO MyK, YTOOHI 10 TYyrOAyMa AOIles Bech MaciiTad
npoucxogsamero. Pa3 yx y 103 HbsHa He XBaTUII0 CMEXHOCTU CTaTh €r0 KEHOU, TO POJIb MyXa
BITOJTHE COMfET... Bo BpeMs coOCTBEHHOM CBafibObI TOCYaphb BHITIAIEN TPUyMbaTOpPOM, Tydach
1100eIOHOCHBIM TOPKECTBOM.

Ha ceii pa3 pyxHynu faxke BUaBIINe BUALI CTapbIi IpeMbep-MUHUCTP U CTapkiii reHeparn HO0s...

— Cuity I'yEXyH! — B TOT mens ronoc 03 UHbSHA pacKaTUiICS 110 BCEM [EBATU yIuLlaM U OeCATH
nepeynkaMm BaiiusHa, nocse yero oH, fabwl n3bexaTh falbHEHIero no3opa, yxsatun Cety I'yHXyHa
3a PyKy ¥ IOTAIlXII B CTOPOHY 3a4HET0 ABOpa.

— KO3 UnbsaH, npegynpexaaio cpa3y! [TycTs 3aMyXK BHIIIEN g 3a TeOs, HO HACUET TOro, YTo OymeT B
TIOCTeJIM, HaM MIPUMAETCS JOTOBapUBaThCS 0C000! — IOHECTUCH CMYTHEIE I'0JI0CA M3 U3BUIIUCTOM
rasiepeu, Beqylulei Briy0b TOMECTHS.

Bce mionu, nomapaBInrecs Ha MyTH B ycaabOe KinaHa F03, B equHOM MOphIBE 3a0MINCH B MEJIKOH
Cy[Opore... U OKOHYATENIbHO CTUXIIH.



Konen

Onuror: [Tpa3gHuk oOpa3oBanuss KHP

BeTep oBeBaeT CTyNeHH, 3a OKHOM CepeOPSIHbIN JTYHHBIM CBET CTPYUTCSI CKBO3b TYMaHHYIO JBIMKY.

YKe norpyzxeHHbI# B cOH F09 MHBSIH pPe3K0 CBeJI I'yCThie OPOBH, HAIyTIa JIeKalluil y IOTyIIKI
KUHXKaJ ¥, Jaxe He BEIHUMAas U3 HOXeH, OBICTPEIM IIePEBOPOTOM IIperpaful yTh K TOPIIYyK
CTOSIBIIEMY Yy KPOBaTHU YEJIOBEKY.

— WIHBSAH... — TOJIBKO YTO HNOMOIIEANINY K IOCTENH YEJIOBEK, ellle He y'CHeBH.II/Iﬁ BOIIJIOTUTE B 2KU3HDb
HU €IUHOT0 U3 CBOUX 3aMEICIIOB, HO YK€ BCTpeT-IeHHBII;I OCTpHEM Y IIEH, JINIIb JKANoOHO ¥ MSATKO
MMIPOTAHYII UM

Croumno KO3 UHBSHY yCNBIIATh 3TOT I'YCTOM, 3HAKOMEBIY [0 MeJIbYalllInX UHTOHALUY I'0JI0C, KaK OH
TsI2KeJI0 B3MOXHYJI, ¥ pyKa cama co6oi omycTunach: — KakuM BeTpoM Tebsi CHOBa 3aHECTIO? —
YepKHYB OTHUBO, OH 3aXKeT TPYT, HO CTOSBIINY PSANOM yKe IOAAJICS BIepes U KPEeNKO-HaKPenKo
ob6xBaTun KO3 MHBSHA CO CIIMHHL.

— V Hac HOBOOpauHbIe, a TH laXke BO OBOPEIl IBUThCSI HE MOXKEIh, THEM MHE TOXe He yIaeTCs
BLIPBAThCS — €CJIM He IMPUUTH ceidac, To Koraa xke? — Bopotus KOs MHbBsIHA THUIIOM K cebe, TOT
HACTOWYMBO BIIUJICS B €T0 JIMIIeHHbIe BEIPaXKEHUS I'yOBl JKaHBIM ITOIIeIyeM.

Korpma oHu HakOHeI[ OTCTpaHuIuCh, muno 03 MHbsAHA No-IpexXHeMy COXpaHIo CYpOBOe
BBIpaXKEHMe, HO IIeKH yKe ITOKPHII JIETKUM pyMsiHell, 0COOEHHO 3aMeTHEIN MTPYU MepllaHuu
KoJ1e0II011Ierocs IjaMeHu CBe4YH — TO JIX OT THeBa Ha 3TOT0 Harjela, To JIi OT po0yauBIIeics
ctpactu. M Komy xe elife OBITh HEP3HOBEHHOMY HaPYIIUTEIIO IT0KOS, IIOCMEBIIEMY HOYbI0O TAUKOM
npoOpaThCs B IOMECThe TeHepasa, Kak He I0HOMY Bllafibike HelHeInHel CBaToil [uHactuu CeTy
F'yuxyny!
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