Korpma mpupgBopHbIe OBITM M3THAHE, ITPOCTOPHBIN TTABHBEIN 3aJT BHE3AIMTHO OMyCTel.

VimmepaTop, mpebbiBast B TPOCTpaliuy, 6e3BOJIbHO 3aCThII Ha TPOHE. JIUIIIL CIYCTS JOJIT0e BPpEMS OH
CJIOBHO BepHYJ cebe KPYIUIly pacCyfKa U, MOIIaThIBasCh, IIOTHSICS Ha HOTH.

— Barirre BenmuecTBo, rocyiapb, TOOCTOPOXKHEE. ..

Csto Oy13bl, COTHYBIIUCEH B TPU MTOTUOETH, TIOCIEIINIT Ha IIOMOIIb, HO TIOIYYHUI 3BOHKYIO MOIIEeYHHY.
MMrepaTop OTTONKHYI €T0, ¥ €BHYX, efiBa He PYXHYB Ha II0JI, 3aKPYKHUJICS B TOIIOBOKPYXKEHUH.
TalikoM TIORHSB B3TJISAM, OH ITOXOJIOMEN: IUII0 €T0 TOCIOOMHA IPH00Peio CTPaHHBIH, 607Ie3HEeHHO-
3eJIeHOBATHIN OTTEHOK. M Wb rIa3a — YepHBIe, KaK AparoleHHbe KaMHY, — TOPeIH MyTaloliM
OTHEM, OT KOTOPOTO II0 CIIHHEe 6exkal MOpPo3.

Pa3 VX OHaxe TJIaBHBIN €BHYX IBOPIA HU 3d YTO IIONMYYHUII YOAP, HUKTO U3 OCTAJIBHEIX CIIYyT X
CTPAaXKHUKOB HE CMEJI U IIEJIOXHYThCA. Onn BTAHYJIX I'OJIOBEI B IIJIE4YH, OIlACasiCh, YTO T'HEB
MMIIEPATOPa BEIMIJIIECHETCA Ha HUX.

WmMmnepaTop MenyieHHO 06BeI 3aJ1 B3TJIII0M, Ha ero rybax 3aurpasa XoJIofHas yCMellKa, U OH,
TIOIIIATHIBASICh, BEIIIE] 3@ BOPOTA.

JIvwp Korga BCce 3aMepiiu B 3aMelnaTesibcTBe, Csa0 Oyn3el, npuxuMas 1afoHb K paclyxIlIey LIeKe,
3aToIall HoraMu:

— Yero Bcranu? 2Kuso 3a HuM! Bectonouu! Ckopee, 6eruTe BO BHYTPEHHUE ITOKOH, TOTIOXKHUTE
BposcTByoier uMnepartpulle u UMneparpuile, 4to cerogisa Ero BennyecTBo B BETMKOM THEBe!

TomnBKO TIOCIIEe €T0 OKPUKA OCTAJIbHEIE IPHUIIIH B ce6s. [[BOe PACTOPOIHEIX EBHYX0B OPOCUIIUChH
BrJIyOb JBOPIIA, & OCTAIbHEIE TIOCIIELIMIIN CJIEIOM 3@ MMIIEPATOPOM.

VimmepaTop OBLI B SIPOCTH, ¥ HUKTO HE CMeJI IPUOJIMKATECS K HEMY CIIUIIKOM 0/113K0. CTpakKHUKY U
€BHYXH IIJIEJIUCH [laJieKo I03ady, ApoxkKa OT CTpaxa.

WMnepaTop MeIeHHO IIIeJT [0 IBOPILY.

Cnosa [IeBATOr0 KHS35, CKa3aHHBIE B 3ajie, CJIOBHO HAaHECIH eMy I'Ty0O0KYyIo paHy. BonbHO 1MOYTH He
OBLII0, HO BHYTPU Pa3/TUBAJICS JIEIEHSIITUN X0JIO0]I.

Pe3Hrle OayKy ¥ paclUCHBIE Y30Phl, PAKOHHI, U3BUBAIOIIKAECS Ha CTYIEHSX IOl HOTaMU — OH
CMOTPEJ Ha HUX C XOJIOMHBIM IIpe3peHneM. B rpynu CII0BHO 3aCThI JIef], IepeXBaThBas ObIXaHUe.

Te T'DO3HBIE€ OAPAKOHEBI, Ka3aJIOCh, BOT-BOT O2KUBYT U COMKHYT KOJIbIlda BOKPYT HEro, CZKuMasacCb BCE
Ty2Ke, CJIOBHO IIIEJIKOBas yoaBKa Ha IIIee.



Xo3stuH. OH GBI X03STUHOM 3TOTO BeJIMYECTBEHHOTO [IBOPIIA.

Kaxmas TpaBHHKA, KaXkoe [IepeBO IpUHaOekanl eMy.

Her...

9TO OH IPUHAAJIEXKUT STON TPaBe U 3TUM JIE€PEBBSIM...

— Bame BenuuecTtso...

PsimoM BHe3aIIHO pa3fascs poOKHi roJoc.

WMnepaTop B3EPOTHYT 1 00epHYyICsa. ITo cHOBa 65Ut Cs10 DyL3E], KOTOPHIHA, 3aCKUBAIOIIE YIIHI0AsCh,
TTPOILETITAI:

— ITocmotpute, Bame BenudectBo, BooBcTByomasa uMneparpulla 1 UMnepaTpuiia uayT cioga. — OH
yKa3saJl BIepeq.

Martyuka?

Touno, ou MiMmepaTop, omopa AJisi BCEX ITUX JIIOEH, KaK OH MOT ITOTEPSATh caMoobyiaiaHue?

HMnepaTop ONOMHUJICS ¥ IIOCMOTPEI BIIEPe: 3a 3aHaBeChI0 U3 BOOAHBIX CTPYH, CKPHIBaBIIEN
I[BETHUK, [T0Ka3ajach I'pylna jaoaei. Bnepenu ma BooscTByomas uMneparpuiia, a MMneparpuia
IIOYTUTEJIBHO IIOfiepKUBajla ee 01 PYKY.

I/IMnepaTop Cchejiajl HECKOJIBKO IIaroB HaBCTPEYY U CaM IIOAXBATUJI MAThb II0[ JIOKOTh:

— MaTYI_T_IKa, 3d49€M BEL HpI/II_T_UII/I?

— Jlouu Cryxu, YTO CEeTONHS Ha YyTPeHHeN aygueHLuu Th Obl B THEBe? — BOOBCTBylOIIEH
UMIepaTpulle HeJaBHO UCIIOJIHUIOCH COPOK, HO Graromaps 3a00Te OHA BHITJISIZiENIa He CTaplile
TpunuaTty. OHa BHUMATENBHO OIJIsifleNia ChIHa U HaxMypuiach: — MMnepaTop, CepauTeCs — Heso
HEXUTPOe, HO HeJlb34 JKe TakK M3BOOUTH cebsi. Celidac MoeHb, 3a4eM Tl OpOOUILIE MOJ MaIsaluM
conHueM? CIIyru COBCEM He YMEIOT IIPUCIIYKUBATh, UX CIIelyeT CypPOBO HAaKa3aTk.

TonpKo mocre ee CI0B UMIIEPATOP IOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO €My U BIpaBAy kapko. CoJiHIIE CTOSIO B
3€HUTE, 3alBasi CBeTOM Bech Mup. OH OBIT B 0pUITMAIBHOM OesTHUY, MHOTOCJIOMHBIX OfeXKaax,
30JI0TOM XajlaTe C IpaKOHAMHU U TSKEJBIX callorax — OT 3TOT0 ero MPOIIUOII0 TOTOM.

VMnepaTop HaTAHYTO YIBIOHYIICS:



— Bogce 4 He CepauIiiCd, IMPOCTO CTaJIO OYIIHO, 3aX0TEJIOCh PA3MATECA. MaTYH.IKa, IIO3BOJIBTE, A
IIPOBOZXKY BaC XU COCTABJII0O KOMIIAHUIO 3d ob6emoMm.

BroBcTByIOIIas uMIepaTpulia Iokadasa roJioBOM C YILIOKOM:

— Ecnu y Tebs eCThb BpeMsi, JIydllie II0T0BOPH C I/IMnepanHueﬁ. Ona YCIIbIllIaJIa O TBOEM I'HEBE U
nepemnyranacbk 00 CMEPTH, CPa3y XKe II0OOXBaTHJla MEeHA U IIOCIIEIINnIa CHoad. Bmi, CyIIpyTH, B
IociegHee BpeMd COBCEM HE BUJUTECH.

WmnepaTtop 3amep, Iisigs Ha MMmnepaTputly.

OH HUMKOI[Ia He UCIIBITEIBa 0C000M CTPACTH, a II0CJie BOCIIECTBUS Ha IIPECTOJI X BOBCE OXJIafer.
Cymnpyxkeckue 0053aHHOCTH BHITIOJTHSII JIUIIL Pagyu NIpunnyus. B mocinegHee BpeMs OH OB 3aHSAT
rOCy[lapCTBEHHEIMU [IeJlaMH, a TI0TOM elle 00BsIBUIICS 3TOT Heroasi 1lan Hyo — BpeMeHHU Ha XKeHY
COBceM He ocTaBanoch. OH ¥ IOOyMaTh He MOT, YTO OHa ITOOEXKUT KaloBaThCcsl MaTyIIKe.

[ToiimaB B3rjIs[ UMIepaTopa, iMrepaTpuiia MojT4a OIyCTHIa T'1a3a.

OHu mpoBoxuIM BOOBCTBYIOIIYI0 UMIIEPATPHUIY BO IBOPEL, 0OMEHSIIUCH Tapoy IeXKypHBIX (hpas u
oTKnaHsanuch. Mmneparop u Mnepartpuiia Mojidya BO3BpalllaIuCh 110 JOPOKKaM UMIIEPATOPCKOTO
caga.

B OyIIe uMIiepaTopa 6y1.T.IeBaJ'IO IIJIaMs, HO OH XPaHHUII MOJITYaHHUE. Boiigs B IOKOH, OH TSIKEJIO
OITYCTHIICA B KPECJIO C MPAYHBIM JIMITOM.

I/IMHepanI/IHa, 3aMEeTHUB 3TO, [IPHMKa3alla CIIyraM YOAJIUTLCA, IIOOOMIIa K MY2XKY B TUXO ITIPOU3HECIIa:

— Bul HeBepHO MeH4 noHANM, Baie Benryectso. 4 mouia K MaTyllike BOBCe He [JISl ITYCTHIX
pa3rosopos. [Ipocto Bnaropopnas cynpyra Illy cerdyac HOCUT OuTs, a ee asopel KOHbIM
PacIIOJIOKeH CIIUIIKOM JajieKo, 1 olacajiach, YTO €CJIU UYTO CIIy4YUTCS, IIOMOIIb HE IIOCIEET BOBPEMS.
XoTena mpocuTh MaTyIKy epecenuTs ee B 60ee ynoOHbIE TTOKOH.

YcneimaB 3T0 00BsICHEHUE, UMIIEPATOP CMSATYHUIICS:

— 4 u He mymarn TebGs omo3peBaTh. TH Bcerga Owiyia JoOpoaeTenbHa, I 3Hal0.

Tonbko Torga MMmepaTpuila 0CMeNIuIach MPUCECTh HAIPOTHB ¥ OCTOPOXKHO CIIPOCHTIA:

— Ha koro xe BH ceropss rHeBanuch? Crrlinana, Be faxe Csao Oyn3wl ymapunu?

— OT0 rocygapcTBeHHEIE fefa, Tebe He MOHSTh.



WmnepaTtpuiia MATKO OTBETHUIIA:

— BepHo, rae yX MHe NOHSTh. B lenax yrnpaBieHus s COBCEM He CMBICIIIO.

WimmepaTop MOHSII TOJIOBY ¥ HEOXKUIAaHHO ITOCMOTPe Ha Hee. OHU He OB GIM3KHY yKe HECKOJIBKO
IHEeH, U Teleph, YBULEB ee HEXKHBIM POoGuIb, OH BOPYT OIIYTHUI IPUIUB HEKHOCTH. Pa3npaxenue
yTpeHHeH ayOueHIM HEMHOTO OTCTYIIUJIO, ¥ OH C YJIBIOKOM CIIPOCHII:

— A B yeM ke Thl CMBICJIMIIIE O0JIbIlIe BCEro?

I/IMnepanHua, YK€ OJaBHO HE BHUEBIIaA TaKOHW JaCKH OT MYyZKa, THX0 OTBETHUJIA, €ABa CJIBIIIHO:

— f yMero nuIIb BEpHO CIIyKUTh Batemy BenndecTsy.

VmnepaTop CHOBa YJIBIOHYIICS:

— Tebe HPaBUTCS MHE CITyKUTE?

— Pazymeertcs.

— [Touemy?

— IloTomy uTO BB — MMIlepaTop, — OTBETHUJIA OHA.

I/IMnepaTopa CJIOBHO KOJIBHYIIH urnou. Ero cepaie 00J1e3HEHHO CXKaJ0Ch, IUII0 U3MEHUIIOCH, ¥ OH
3aMOJI4all.

— Bame BenuuectBo? — MMmnepaTpulia TpeBOXKHO 3arisiHyjla eMy B JIULO.

[Totomy uTO OH — HMMmepaTop...

KoreuHno, notomy uto o Mnepatop.

VimmepaTop MOCMOTPe Ha Mepenyraiuyo xkeHy. OHa He CKa3ajla HUYero IypHOTro, 3TO OH caM
HakpyTun cebs. Ero cynpyra, KpoTKasi ¥ pacCyouTeNbHasI, IPeKPacHO YIPaBISIoIias MeCThio
IBOpIIAMH — K YeMy OH IIPUAUPAETCS?

OH CMSITYMIICS U BHIIABUI CIa0yI0 YIIBIOKY:



— §1 mpocTo 3agyMarcs o opyrom. MMmepaTpulla, OMOWIH, Jaii MHE PAaCCMOTPETh Te0s IOoydIle.

YBumeB ero ynaei0Ky, OHa YCIIOKOMJIACh ¥ TPAIIMO3HO IOJOIIIIa:

— YTo Takoe?

OH BHMMAaTeIbHO CMOTpEN Ha Hee. CTONBKO JIET BMECTE, a OH OYATO BIIEPBEIE II0-HACTOSLIEMY
BIJISIZIEJICS B ee 4epThl. Takas MoJiofiasi, a y2Ke HeceT Ha Iiedax 3a00Ty o rapeMe u ciyxobe
BmoBcTBylomei uMnepaTputie. MctuHHas foOpoeTenbHas UMIIepaTpUIIa.

JTa MBICTTb BhI3Balla B HEM HOBYIO BOJIHY HE2KHOCTH.

— Ilomoiiou eltie 61UXKe.

OHa chejana Imar.

MMrepaTop KOHYMKAMH TajIblleB MTOMPABUII IPSOb BOJIOC Ha ee 10y, OTYEro Ta MSITKO yIlaia, OTTeHss
bapdopoByI0 KOXKY. ITO BHTISIAENO0 0YeHb KPACHUBO.

MMrepaTpuiia CMyIIeHHO 3aep3aila, IeKK ee 3aJIi PyMsiHell, ¥ OHA TUXO0 CIPOCHIIA:

— YTo BHI menaeTe, Bame BenmuectBo?

OTa 3aCTEHUYMBOCTH fiefiajia ee eire 6oJiee IpUBIeKaTeIbHOH. Cep/lle KMIIepaTopa I0TeIIelNo, OH
TIOYYBCTBOBAJT YKOJI BUHEI 3a TO, YTO JAaBHO HE ITPOBOIUII C HEW HOYH, U CKa3all:

— HimmepaTputla, momouau 61uxKe, — U MOTSHYJICS, YTOOB OOHSTE €€ 3a IIJIEYUH.

Ho oHa, croBHO YXKalleHHad, PE3K0 OTIIPAHYIIA.

— YTo Takoe?

WMnepaTpulia OyCTHIIA I1a3a:

— Bare BennuecTBo, ceiiuac BeOb OeHb.

HNwmmiepaTop paccmesincs:

— Hy u 4T0, 4TO meHb? KTO ImocMeeT BopBaThCs Ciofa? K TOMy e Mbl 3aKOHHBIE CYIIPYTH.



OH cHOBa IIPOTAHYI PYKY, HO I/IMHepanI/ILIa, HCIIYyT'aBIOINCE €lle CuJIbHEeEe, OTCTYIIXJIA Ha IIar H,
nou06paB TAXKeJIble HIEJIKOBBIE II0JIBI XaJlaTad, PYXHYJIa Ha KOJIEHH.

Teneps maxke MMIIEPaTOP OMEIINI:

— HWmMnepaTpuiia, 4To ¢ To60#? [lake MeHsS KOCHYThCS HEJlb3s?

— 4 He cMeto, — MiMnepaTpulia NogHsa FOJIOBY. PyMsHel] uc4es, U0 cTano O6JIeJHEIM, HO B3TJIAN
— pemmTenbHBIM. OHa 3aKycuia rydy: — Barie BenuuecTBo, g HonKHa [aTh BaM COBET.

— T'oBopu.

— Ber — Crie HeGa. Batr THTYN BBICOK, KaXKoe Ballle IBUXKEHWe — IpUMep AJsT Hapoma. 4, Kak MaTh
CTpaHbI, He MOT'Y TIO3BOJIUTH ce0e TI0TaKaTh BaM B PAaCIyTCTBE cpenb Gerna mHs. boree Toro, s
CYHUTAl0, YTO ¥ HAJIOXKHUIIEI TapeMa JOJIXKHEI 6JII0CTH JOCTOMHCTBO X 3a00TUTLCS O BAIIEM 3[OPOBEE. ..

WmnepaTpuiia 3amHynach, IPOYKUCTHIIA TOPJIO0 U cOOpaIach MPOHOIKHUTE.

Yneibka uMnepatopa ucuesna 6e3 ciega. Ero ucxynmasiee 1uiio cTano 1ogo0HO KaMEeHHOM MackKe.
OH pe3Ko IpepRa ee:

— J10BOJIBHO.

HWMnepatpulia B3Oporyyna:

— Baitre BennyecTBO MPOTrHEBAIOCH?

— 4... He THeBaloCchb. — VMmepaTop BCTaJl, He IS Ha KOJIEHOIIPEKIOHEeHHYI0 XKeHy. OH CMaxHyJI C
IIOJJOKOHHVKA CBEXeCpe3aHHbIe IIBETH U TOPBKO yCMexHyIncsa: — Tl mpaBa. CoBepuieHHO pasa! TE,
THL BepHO cKa3ana! — OH MOBEICUII TOJIOC, HO TYT XK€ OflepHYI cels.

[IposgBnATE YyBCTBA — BEIMYAUIINY [IOPOK IPaBUTEJIS.

HMI’[epanI/IHa — TI'JIaBa rapeMa, ee COBET OBILTT BITOJTHE OIIpaBOaH.

OpHaKO BCS €T0 HeXKHOCTh ObIJTa PACTOITaHA, Jaze I[BeTHl, Ka3aBIIHeCs PaHbIIe IPEeKPACHBEIMH,
TeTepb BRI3LIBAJIM JIUIIB pa3apaxeHue. OH OrIsescs: OTPOMHBIE TIOKOH, TaKie 3HAaKOMEBIE U B TO XKe
BpeMs uyxkue. XoJIomHke, 663 Kallju Tela.

[ToMos4aB, UMIIEPATOP IJIyX0 IPOU3HEC:



— Bcranb, UMnepartpuua. Tel npaBa: 1 — CeiH HeOa, Thl — MaTh rocymapctBa. — OH TSXKeN0
B3[OXHYII.

OHa nofHs1ach, TOHUMas, YTO HACTPOEHNE MIlIepaTopa UCIIOPYEHO, U, OITyCTUB PYKH, 3aMepiia B
CTOpOHE, He cMes 6O0JTbIlle IIPOPOHUTE HU CIIOBA.

I/IMnepaTop IIOCTOAN B OI€IIEHEHWH, ITIOTOM CHOBA B3JOXHYJI 1 BEIIIIEJI U3 3ajid.

Csto Oy13bI TOCTIEIINTT CIIE[OM C TTapO¥ €BHYXO0B, HO UMITEPaTOP B3MaXOM PYKHU OTOTHAI UX U MOGpen
IIPOYb B OMMHOYECTBE.

3a 3T0 KOPOTKOe BpeMs He0O 3aTSAHYJIO Ty4aMHU, COJIHIlE TIePecTaso CIENUTh Iia3a.

Tsxena yuacts CriHa Heba.

KTo 3HaeT, KakK TpyaHO ObITh «[eBATEIM U [I9ThIM Brageikoi»?

Te, KTO mon3aeT BHU3Y, HUKOI'Ia HE HOﬁMYT, KAaKOBO 3TO — CHUOETh Ha TPOHE, HAa3kIBAdA cebs
OOWHOKHUM U JINIIIEHHEIM IIOOOEPXKKH.

CIUIIKOM MHOT'O MEICJIEH.

Benukas HMIIepusi, HbIHE JIMIIb HOCUT Iopaoe UMM, HO OBLIIOTO BEJINYHS, 4YTO 3aJIOZKUII I/IMnepaTop—
OCHOBATE€JIb, HE OCTaJIOCh U B IIOMHUHE.

MHOT0JIeTHSIS TIPA3MHOCTH IIOPOAHIIA CIaboCTh.

Huine Aunanb, Pokio, Kopé — Bce OHUM €XerogHo IPUHOCST JaHb, HO OMHOBPEMEHHO IIPOBOOSAT
MaciTabHble HAa0OpH U yueHusi. KTo 3HaeT, 4To y HUX Ha yme?

A eme stoT KupgaHs...

HHuTepecHo, Kak Tam Llan Hyo?

9TOT BapBap... MMmepaTop pe3ko 0CTaHOBUIICS, 3aMETUB, YTO CTOMT IO IIAJePOi C BLIOIIUMUCS
pacTeHusIMHA. HeCKONIbKO XKeJITHX JTUCThEB, TOJXBAaYEeHHEIX OCEHHAM BETPOM, MEIJIEHHO
TIOKAYMBAIKCh CPEeH 3eJIeHH.

Hoquy OH OIISITh BCIIOMHUII O HEM?



HWMnepaTtop HaxMypuics.

Ho pa3Be MoxkHO He gyMmaTh? ClieHa C YMOJISIOUMMY ITPUABOPHBEIMYU caMa C000# BCIIbIBaia B
aMsITH, U ee HEBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO ITPOTHATh. B rima3ax JIeBsaToro Miafiiero 6paTa YuTaauch
0eCIIOMOIITHOCTh U COYYBCTBHE.

YK3H-3D.

3BYK, B3SBIIMICS U3 HHUOTKYIQ4, IIPOHECCS BETPOM U IIPOHUK B YIIIH. Cepx[ue HMIIEPATOPa CIIOBHO
OPOTHYJIO OT PE3KOr'o IIHUIIKaA. On OﬁepHy'JICH, 03UPAaACh 110 CTOPOHAM.

[To3amu Gb10 ycTO. TONTBKO HEM3MEHHEBIE, IPeKPacHble BUIHL.

— Barrre BennuectBo?

CHoOBa roJoc.

MMmepaTop HaXMypPUJICS ellle CUJIbHEE.

Bame Benuuectso? [Touemy He YXK3H-3p?

— Barre BennuectBo?

OH Hauen UCTOYHUK 3ByKa. Heaneko Ha KOJIEHSX CTOsJIa XKeHIMHA B IPUABOPHOM Hapsae C AByMS
CITyKaHKaMH.

— A, ato Bnaropognas cynpyra Illy, — uMmnepaTop nputiesn B cebsi, MeJTbKOM B3TJISIHYJI Ha ee
OKPYTIMBIINKCS XKUBOT U CMATYUII TOH: — Uero CTOMIIb Ha KONeHsax? BcraBai.

[Tocrne TOro KaK OHa [TOHEC]IA HACTIEIHUKA, €e CMEJIOCTh TIepel UMIepaTopoM u Mmneparpuuei
Bo3pocya. OHa MOJHSAIACh, ¥ HA €e KPYTJIOM JIULE 3aurPaiy SMOYKHU:

— 4 n3paneka yBugena Bac, Baure BenuuyecTBo, fyMana, BH 3arjisiHeTe BO ABopel FOHBIH, He
OXKWufasa, YTO BBl OCTAHOBUTECH 3ech. — OHa mopoiia 01nxke U C yAUBIEHHEeM II0OCMOTpeJIa BBEPX:
— YTO0 TAaKOTr0 MHTEPECHOT0 B 9TOM IIManepe, YTO Bbl TAaK BHUMATENBHO Pa3TIsabIBaiu ee?

ViMmepaTop He XOTeJI TOBOPUTH C HEH O [iellaX, a IS Ha ee JTydye3apHyI0 YIBIOKY, He PEeIuics
oropyaTh €e U BBIJaBUJI OA00MeE yIbIOKY:

— [Imanepa, KOHEYHO, HE CPABHUTCS C TOOOM. f Kak pa3 cobupascs K Tebe, MOIIIH.



OH crnpocur:

— Kak TBoe camouyBcTBue? MIepcKue JeKapy IPUXOOAT KaXKAbli AeHb?

— Kaxnpriii nens, — bnaropopnnas cymnpyra Iy Oviyia pafa BHEMaHUI0 nMiiepaTopa. OHa mouina
pamoM, paccka3biBasi: — Buepa Buenach ¢ MnepaTpulief, 0Ha COBETOBajia: MOJI, pa3 XKUBY B
CHITOCTH ¥ JOBOJILCTBE, TO MOJIKHA He Oe3mebHNYaTh, a 0epedsb OParoleHHLIN IO B YpeBe, YTOOH
BOCIIUTATH /151 CTPAHHI U [OCYyapCTBa JOCTOMHOTO 3alllUTHUKA, 3TO OyIeT MOUM BKJIQ[[OM.

I/IMnepaTop He 02KHIOaJl TaKuX CJIOB 1 OCTAHOBHIJICA:

— OTO MOU CHIH, KaK MOXKHO Ha3hIBaTh €T0 CIIYyTOK?

CnoBo MaJsieHbKHE ClIyra OBIJIO MPHUBEIYHEIM IJIST ABOPIIA, €I0 YacTO MMPOU3HOCUIN U MaTylIlKa, u
HWwmMnepartpulia, u cam uMmnepartop. Ho ans Brnaropopsoi cynpyru Ly 3To €/10BO CErogHs 0Ka3alocCh
noy 3anpetoM. OHa IIPOAOJIKaia yIb0aThCs, TOAJIU3HIBASICh:

— Barre BennuecTBo — IIOBEIUTENb BCEX JIIOfieH, o HebecaMy BCe — JIMIITh Ballll CIIyTH.

JInio HMIIepaTopa CTaJIo XOJIOOHBIM, HO OH HE X0T€EJI OTYUTHIBATH 6epeMeHHy10 HAJIOZKHUITY:

— Oren u CHIH — OHA CeMbsi, Hallla KPOBb €HA. BBl — MOSI CeMbsI, K UEMY 9TU PEeYHU O rOCIofax U
cnyrax?

Ho nanoxuwuna, IIPUBLIKIIIAA K BCGO6H.I€MY BHMMAaHHIO IIOCJIE 6epeMeHHOCTI/I, He yJIOBUJIA IIEPEMEHEBL
B I'OJIOCE UMIIepaTopa:

— Jlpyrue MOT'yT TaK AyMaTh, HO BBl — HET. f 4acTO Ciblllajia OT FOCIIOgVWHA BaHa U Apyrux y4eHbIX
myxeit, uTo Crii HeGa He UMeeT CeMbH...

— 3amomun! — PABKHYII UMIIEPATOP. — TBI BCero JuIlb HaTOXKHUIIA, X0Uelllb YUUTBb MeHs"?

Brnaropopnas cynpyra Iy, koTopasi ToJbKO 4To Oblla TaK paflocTHa, BMUT nobenena. OHa pyxHyJa
Ha KOJIeHH, faXke He CMesl IONHATh TOJIOBE], ¥ 3aApozkKasa OT cTpaxa:

— §1... 1 He cMel0...

CnyxaHKM, BUEBIINe, KaK MUpHas Oecea BHe3amHO 00epHYIack THEBOM, IIepeNyrairuch He MeHbIIIe
Y 3aTPSICIIUCD, YIIaB Ha KOJIEHHU BCIIe[] 3a TOCII0XKOM.

ViMmepaTop YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO €ro THEB He HAaXOOUT Bhixona. OH IIOCMOTpPENT Ha He B Mepy O0ITINBYIO



HAJIOXKHMUIY, TIOAyMaB, YTO €CJIA €€ UCIyTaTh ¥ MOBPEOUTh peOEHKY, TO U caMoMy OyeT HeXOpo1IIo,
na 1 Martyuka He ogoOput. OH coepKaics, IPUKYCUB TOHKYIO r'y0y, ¥ KUBHYII CITy>KaHKaM:

— Yero croute? [loMoraiiTe CBOE I'OCIIOKE U YXOOUTE.

CaM OH pa3BepHYJICS U YIIell.

Bennas bnaropopHas cympyra Iy, Korga ee MOAHSTN, He MOTJla CTOAThH Ha OpoxKaImumx Horax. OHa
ITPOBOXKAaJjia B3T/ISIAOM CIIUHY UMIIepaTopa, II0Ka OH He CKPBIJICS B YBSIJAOIIUX 3aPOCIISAX 1IBETOB.

[MonyyuB mBaXKOBI IOPITHIO JIEASHOTO AyIlla, UMIIEPaTOP OKOHYATeIbHO paccBupemnesn. 3abkB 0 cafie,
OH C MPAYHBLIM JIMIIOM 3allaras K 3anay M3BuBawInerocs [IpakoHa — CBOMM JIHYHBIM ITOKOSIM.

Csto Oy1u3bl, yBUAEB, YTO UMIIEPATOP BO3BPAIIAETCS, TYT 2Ke MMOCIEIINIT HaBCTPedy, IIperpaxmas
Iy Th:

— Bamre BennuecTBo, B, TOIKHO OBITE, TonogHb? [TomaTs nu 06en?

OH 3Ham o CKBEPHOM HACTPOEHHUH I'OCIIOOMHA U CTapaliCsa OBITD npenebHO OCTOPOXKHEIM, HE
IIPOMU3HOCSA HHU CJIOBa JIMIIHETO.

HMmepaTop UCKOCa ITOCMOTPEN Ha HEr0 ¥ BAPYT ITOAYMaJ: OH Tak Jie6e3UT Mepeio MHOM JIUIIb
IIOTOMY, YTO S — TOCIIOAMH, OT KOTOPOT'O 3aBUCST €r0 XKU3Hb ¥ 00raTCTBO. A 51 TOCIIOOWH JIHIIb
II0TOMY, YTO 3@ MOEU CIIMHOU CTOUT 3Ta UMIepus. ECu g ee MOTepsito, CTaHy JIU S OIS HUX
rocioguHoM? Kak oHU OyOyT CMOTpPETh Ha MEHS Torma?

BHepBBIe B ZKHW3HHU 3TOT BOIIPOC IIPHUIIIE]I EMY B I'OJIOBY. OT Hero cTajao HEBLIHOCHMO OYITHO WU TAXKEJIO.

— IIpoub, — GPOCHI OH.

On BOPBAJICA B IIOKOH, YBHUIEB BHYTPHU HECKOJIBKO CIIY2KAHOK, U PA3APAXKEHHO IIPHUKaA3all:

— Ilomnu BoH!

CnykaHKY B TaHUKe OPOCUUCH BpacChIIHY0. Ho nuMnepaTopy aToro 61710 Majo, OH HOIIes 0o
OBEpeu U pSIBKHYI Ha CTpaxy:

— Bon! Bce BoH!

OH ¢ rpoxoToM 3aXJIOIIHYJI IBEPh.



EBHYXI/I 1 CIIy2KaHKH pa366}KaJ'[I/ICI:, CTPaXKHUKHK, YbHM JOJITOM OBIJIO CTOSITH Ha IIOCTYy, IIOMSAJIUCE, HO,
BCIIOMHHB, KaK YTPOM IIOCTPadal/Ik UX KOJIJIETHU Y IIaBUJIbOHA KOnTaHs, HE PUCKHYJIX OPA3HUTH
OPaKOHa. Onu Momya OTCTYIIUJIX IIOAAIbIIIE.

3an M3BuBaromerocs: [JpakoHa BHE3AIIHO OIIyCTeNl, B HEM He ObIJIO CIIBIIIHO HY 3BYKA.

WmMmepatop cen B Kpeciio, npedriBas B ITy00KOM oIlenieHeHu . [I0CTeIeHHO pa3yM Haval
TIPOSICHSIThCS.

[Toyemy oH Tax 31uUiCA?

N3-3a TOro BapBapa’?

Benmuune CriHa HeGa He TepnuT MOOOOHBIX BCITHIIIIEK.

Her, HeT, He u3-3a 9TOT0 AUKapA.

Baopyr oH BCIOMHMJI, YTO ITpUKa3aj HakKa3aTh K0nmaHa. MTHTEpeCHO, Kak TaM 3TOT MaJleHbKUN
00e3bsaHbI? [Tomyyun mu ypok?

[epen rma3amMu UMIIepaTOpa HEBOJILHO BO3HUK 00pa3 FOmaHa, cxkaBIerocs B 00bITUAX [I€BITOTO
MIafauero 6paTa u xkajobHO CTOHYIIETO.

XoTsl eMy IOCTanoCh, €ro XOTs OBl 2Kasemu.

OT 3TOM MBEICIIH HMIIEPATOP HE CMOT"' YCUOETh Ha MECTeE. Kazamnocs, TPOHHAA IMMOAYIIKa, CUMBOJI
BJIaCTH, Onlya HaOuTa urinamMu. OH BCKOYHUI U IIPUHAJICA HEPBHO PACXa2KUBATE II0 KOMHATE.

YK3H-3D...

Otkypa Lax Hyo y3Han ero umsa?

YKe MHOTO J1eT HUKTO He Ha3hBaJll ero Tak.

— UX3H-3p... YK9H-3D... — 3XOM pa3faaoch B KoMHaTe. OH 0CO3HAJI, 4YTO IPOU3HEC UMS BCIIyX, U
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI ce6si TIyIIo.

[TpaBUTEIL UMIIEPHH — U BefeT cebst CToIb Hejemno. YTo, eciii 00 3TOM y3HAIOT IOANaHHEIe?

— YXK9H-3D... — OH CHOBA CeJl ¥ ITI0Ka4dasl TOJI0BOH.



Cettyac BaxHee Bcero pa3odpatscst ¢ Kuganem. Y BapBapoB MOXUTHIIM MTPUHIA, OHU MOTYT
BOCIIOJTH30BATLCS 3TUM KakK IIPEIJIOTOM [IJi BOMHEL. BO3MOXKHO, OHU TOJIBKO 3TOTO U K[AJH.

He nosymika nu 3107?

— Yx3H-3D...

ViMmepaTop TPSXHYJ ronoBoi. [IpOKIsiThe, 3TOT 3BYK B yIlIaX He flaBajl COCPENOTOYUTLCS.

Kyna IMOOeBalIuChb cnym? Ilaxe y4aro nogaTth HEKOMY.

OH mogHAN TOJIOBY, HaMepeBasACh, MePeCTyIInB 4epe3 JOCTOMHCTBO, CaAaMOMY HAJIUTE Yalo. Ho He
YCIIEII ITIOIIEBENIUTHCA, KaK YbKM-TO KPYIITHBIE PYKH JIETTIK €My Ha ITJIEYn.

Cronb OnMu3KUi, UHTUMHBIN XKeCT — fJaxe MMrepaTpuriia HUKorma Obl Tak He MOCTYIINIA.

— q}KSH-Sp? — T'0JIOC ITPOHHUK B CaMO€ CO3HaHHeE.

OTO He raJITIoNnHAINS.

WmmepaTop B3OPOTrHYI. YUeHbI TOPEKUM OIIBEITOM, OH yKe Ovlt roToB. He o6opauuBasich, OH
Hallynasa B PyKaBe KMHXKaJ ¥ YIapwuI Ha3af.

[To3agu pa3pasics IIyXod CTOH, X pyKa Ha Ijlede TYT Xe ucdesna.

MMmepaTop BCKOYMIT ¥ 00EPHYJICS C SPOCTHIO B TJIa3ax:

— Ilan Hyo, KaK TH cMeels!

Kunxari, HpHHpHTaHHBIfI B PYKaBe, OH B34JI YTPOM U3 KA3HBEI — MaJIeHbKHH, HO HEBEPOATHO OCprII;I.
He OyMaJl, 4TO OH IIPHUTOOUTCSA TaK CKOPO.

910 u Brpasay 6wt Llan Hyo.

OH NposIBU U3/MIIHIOI CaMOYBEPEHHOCTh, TOCKA B3sijIa BepX, U, YBUIAEB UMIIEpaTopa B
OJMHOYECTBE, OH PUCKHYI mopouTu. KTo 6B MOT IoflyMaTh, UTO HapBeTCs Ha HOXK? OH TOPHKO
YCMEXHYJICS U pa3Bell pyKaMu:

— Xopot11o, 4TO 5 YCIIeJl CpearupoBaTh, HHa4e MOorub Ovl OT TBOEH PYKH.



VimmepaTop OBITT YBepeH, YTO MOMaJl B CEPAIe, HO MPUTIISIAEBIINCh, YBUOEI, YTO KPOBb TEUET II0
npenmnaeybio — BuguMo, Llan Hyo ycmen momcTaBuTh PyKy.

— Xopomo? — Mmmnepartop, cxKuMasi OKpOBaBJIEHHBIA KUHKaJ, OCKanuicsa: — [IpOHUKHYTH BO JBOpPEL]
C OypHBIMU HaMepeHusIMU. CTOUT MHEe KPUKHYTD, ¥ Thl, yOUiilla, TIOMPOIIAEIIhCS C KUIHBIO!

Llan Hyo, Bus, 4TO UMIIEPATOpP TOTOB YOAPUTh CHOBA, OTCTYIIWII Ha IApY IIaroB:

— q}KSH-Sp, OCTOpPOXKHEE, HE IIOPAHbBCA CaM. — OH cen Ha IIOCTENH U, C TPECKOM OTOPBAB KYCOK
IIPOCTBIHHU, IIPUHAJICA II€PEBAI3BIBATL PAHY.

C TakuM CIIOKOMCTBHMEM, UTO HazKe HEJIOBKO CTAHOBUJIOCH.

HmnepaTop OBUT TOpaXkeH.

ITOT napeHb He OOUTCS CMEPTHU?

WUnu BAPBAPHI X BIIPAMB T'JIYIIBEI KaK CBUHBYA M HE IIOHUMAIOT MIOCIeACTBUM?

Teneph nmpuillyia ero oYepenb MyYUTHCS: II03BaTh CTPaXKy UK HET?

Ecnu cnenoBaTh MOPEIBY — KOHEYHO, ITO3BaTh. I1yCTh CTPaXKHUKK BOPBYTCS, U3PYOSIT €r0 Ha KYCKU U
OpocCsT B POB KOPMUTH PHIO.

Ho mmna B Memike He yTauilb. Ecnu npuHIi] Kugaua yMpeT 31ech, BoiiHa Hen30exHa. KumaHbIibl
peliaT, YTO IMOXUIIeHNE IIPUHIIA 3TUM YTPOM OBIIIO 110 ero MpUKa3y, ¥ OlPaBaaThCS He YOacTCS.

Cam on norubHeT — He 0efa, HO KaK e HeBUHHEIN Hapojl, KOTOPHIM ITOCTPafaeT OT BOMHEI?

Bcio cBOIO XKU3HE OH ImoJjIy4dall BCE, YTO XOTEeJI, ¥ HUKOTIa He OKA3hIBAJICS B CTOJIL HEJIOBKOM
IIOJIOZKEHUN.

HMnepaTop 3aMep C KMHXKAJIOM B pyKe, He 3Hasl, CeCTh UJIU CTOATh, IJI4As, Kak Llan Hyo cugut Ha
€ro «JIPaKOHBEM JIOKE», 6€33aCTEeHYNBO PBET €T0 «IPAKOHBY IIPOCTHIHU», TIa4YKasi KPOBBIO IIOCTETh,
TIoe nounBaeT UCTUHHHIN ChiH Heba.
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