— JZ[Bopeu He MEeCTO HHU [JIfA MEHS, HU OJIdA Teﬁﬂ, HO TBHI CYMEIJI YIIJIBITH IIPDOYh, 4 1 — HET, U MHE He
B3JIETETE.

[TocnemHue OHU OH ITOCTOSHHO B3BEIIMBaAJI BCE Ha BecaX COMHeHHU. Ban MaH BO3HAMePHUIICS
noryOuTh BCeX, KTo OB Ha KopabJie, yTONMUB UX B Bofax peku Baiixa. CTOUIO MUIh HaHATh
OTAENbHYIO JTOAKY, OTIIPaBuTh JIt0 CHHS IPOYb, a ITIOTOM 3asIBUTh, YTO TeJl HAUTHU He yAaaoCh, U [eJ0
OBLIO ORI B IIISITIE.

[Tycts 9T0 OBLI NMy4Innii crocob crnactu kKu3Hb JIto CUHIO, TI0YeMy Ke Torha ceiidac ero Co6CTBEHHOE
cepaue pa3pbiBaeTcs oT 6omu? [ToueMy paHa OT Meda Ha JIEBOM IIJIede OTYAsTHHO HOET, HalTOMUHAS O
cebe?

Hyn CaHb TUXO NPOLIENTAall:

— K cuacTsio, B TOT neHb Ha JlebemuroM O3epe s He OTBETUN yoapoM. Eciu Ovl Ha TBoeM Teje
OCTaJIUCh IIpaMbl, HaHECEHHBIe MOel PyKoi, 0010Ch, Thl OB TOXKE HE CMOT MeHS 3a0hITh.

Borb B 1eBOM IIJIe4e YCUNIUIIACh, CTaB HEBEHIHOCMMOM, Bbelaolllelics B caMyto KOCTb. [IyH CaHb
MeZJIeHHO KOCHYJIcs nosica JIro CuHd, TOe BCce ellle BHUCella Ta caMasi II0JIOBUHKaA pa30uToro Hedpura.
Ero B3rnsig nopmepHycs psiObio, CIIOBHO OTpaXkeHKe B HECTIOKOMHEIX BOfaX peKu Baixa.

,[[y'H CsHb COﬁpaJ'[CH C OYXOM H, BOJIOYa TAXKeJIbie HOTH, COLIEII C MaJIeHbKOU JIOOKH.

— Crapuk, ynnbiBaiTe cKopee. YTo OBl HY CITy4MJIOCh Ha peke Balixa, He o60paunBanuTeCE.

Ha6mniomas, Kak JI0M04YKa IIOCTEeIIeHHO PaCTBOPSIETCS B HOUHOM Mpake, OH II0YYBCTBOBAJI, Kak KaMeHb
yTas ¢ OyIu, HO OT 3TOT0 CTaJo JIUIIb TsaxKesee. [IyH CAHb TOBEPHYJICSA K OCTaIbHEIM U CYPOBO
IpHuKa3an:

— Emie pa3 npoBephTe pa3fiokKeHHYI0 COJIOMY, TOTOBUTHCS K ITOAXKOTY!

Katora JTio FOiiHs Gbia Mo cocefcTBy. Ban YKoHI[3I0HL CHIeIa BHYTPH, TO U HEJI0 CJIBIIIA ero
0eCKOHeYHEIe XKaJIOOHL.

— HWpwort! M3-3a KaKoro-to M000BHUKA 3aKaTUI UCTEPUKY. Eciu Ol v JIto CuHST He OBIJIO CTOJIBKO
KOBApPCTBA, pa3Be CTasi Ol 51 MOMoraTh Tebe cTaTh HaclAegHLIM IpuHIeM! — BaH YXK9HII3I0Hb
CMOTpeJia Ha KapTHHY, KOTOPYIO KOraa-To npenopHec e JIto CuHb.

Ha xapTuHe Ovina n3o0paxeHa Ban Yxkaoistoubs. CMBICHT ObIT TPO3payeH: XyNOXKHUK HaMeKaJll Ha To,
KaK OHa B CBOE BpeMsI MTOAKYIIHIa XKUBOIMKCIIA, YTOOR TOT n300pa3us Ban YKaoI310HL YPOIIHUBOM.
9TOT Ma/bYMINKa ITOCMeNT OCKOPOUTE ee, TpuberHyB K nHocKa3zaHusaM! Yem Oombirie BaH YKIHIBI0HL
nyMaia o0 3TOM, TeM CUJIbHEee pacliajisiiach, ¥ B IPOCTH pa3opBasia MojIoTHO. Ho THeB He yTux —
BOPYT OHa IOYysja eOKUU 3alax rapu.

Ban Yk3HII310Hb TPOMKO II03BaJla CJIyT, HO CHapyKHU y2Ke CTOSI HeBOOOpa3uMBI I'BajT. B maHuke



BEIOEKAB HAPyXKYy, OHa YBUMENa, KaK U3 TPIOMa BEIPHIBAIOTCS SI3LIKY MJIAMEHHU. [10Kap B TAKOM MeCTe
OBbIJT CMEPTENTbHO OTTACeH: OTOHb PACIPOCTPAHSJICS CTPEMUTEINBHO, 0 BOMLI ObIJIO HE MOTSHYTHCS, a
TIOTYIIXUTD €r0 Ha Kopabie yxke He ycneBasu. [laxke eciu 65l MEMO IPOXOAUIIO APYTO€e CYOHO, YTOOBI
niepebpaThCsi Ha HETO, IIPUIIIIOCH ObI TPOMTH Yepe3 OXBaUueHHBIH IIJTaMEeHEM ITPOXO.

,[[Bepb KaroTkel JIzo FOiiHs ¢ TPECKOM pPacCIlaXHyJIaChk U3HYTPH, U, YBUOEB OT'OHb, OH TOXK€ 3dCTHLII B
OIIEIIEHEHUN.

— IMomorurte! TymuTe orous, ObicTpee TymuTe! — Bce 6/1arOPOACTBO BMUT MCIIapuiIoch. Bax
YK9HU3I0HL YTPATUJIa BeJInure BOOBCTBYIOIIEN UMIIePATPULIEL ¥ BMECTE C IPOCTHIMU JIIOIbMU
MeTaslach B ITOMCKaX craceHusi. B yac Genwl Bce paBHHL.

BorbIe HUKTO He y3HaBaJll B 9TOM BU3XKalllel OT yKaca XKeHIIMHEe BOOBCTBYIOLIYI0 UMIIEPaTPUIy
Benukoit Xaub. Jltogu maBunu opyr opyra B 6erctse. Ho Kyga 6exaTh, €CJTU TH 3allepT Ha ropsiieM
kopabrne? Kyma HU CTynu, He BHIPBAThCS U3 PYK CMEPTH.

f3bIKY MJTaMeHU TIPUXKaJy TONIY K 60pTy, Mofu cOumuck B yroi. JIto KOWHb ¢ cuioi BEITONKHY N Ban
YK5HIUBIOHD BIEPET, a CaM CIPSATaCS 3a ee CIUHY.

— Byut! Hacrosmuii OyHT! Kak BBl cMeeTe Tak oOpaliaThCs CO MHOM, C BOOBCTBYIOIIEH
uMrnepaTputlei! 2KruBo, TymuTe OroHb! — ee ApozxKalue ITPUKa3kl He BO3BIMEIN HUKAKOTO IeCTBUS.

Crosina 3uma. [Jaxke TOT, KTO yMeJl IIJlaBaTh, IPEHITHYB B PeKy, HeMUHyeMo morub Onl oT xonopna. [Tofx
SIPOCTHBIM HATHUCKOM OTHS IPAaKOHbS JIafbs U3[aBajla MPOTSIXKHEIE CTOHE, ¥ ITOCTIE 0YEPETHOTO
I'POX0Ta HECKOJIBKO KalOT PYXHYIIH.

Ban YK9HII310Hb BCIO XKU3Hb KyTajach B POCKOIIN, ¥ HUKOTHA MTpeXke He UCIHIThIBajIa Momo0HOoTr0
JeeHsIero Qyury yxkaca. B caMblii pa3rap maHUKY HaJ PeKOil BHE3aIHO 3a3Byyasa IeCHs —
9JIeTaHTHAsI, CIIOKOMHAs, HO MPONUTaHHAS HEBLHIPA3UMOM XKECTOKOCThIO.

Ban YXK5HI3I0Hb OTJISIHY/IaCh M B U3YMJIEHUU OTKPBLIa POT, HE B CHJIaX BEIMOJIBUTh HU CJIOBa. B ee
r7a3ax 0TPa3uIoCh caMoe HEBEPOSITHOE oTHassHue. TOT, KTO CTOSII Ha 10Ty u3 6amMOyKa, 4bsi purypa
Obla Tak jerkKa u ussimHa... [IyH Caub?!

— Iemon! — Ban YX3HII3I0Hb OCTaBUIIa TJIyOOKKE CIeOsl OT HOrTel Ha MauTe. OHa He MOrja
[IPEefCTaBUTh, KaK YeJI0BeK, Y KOTOPOTO Ha ee IJla3ax OCTaHOBUJIOCH [IEIXaHNUe, CHOBA CTOUT IIepef
Hell ¥ C TaKUM HEBO3MYTUMBIM BUIOM HaOIIOlaeT 3a ee My4eHUSIMU.

— Tl'ocmopun [IyH, 51 e He IPUYKMHUI BaM Bpefa, crnacute MeHs! — JIio FOMHb 0TYassHHO Maxal
pyKaMu, HO YeJIOBEK Ha IIJIOTY He pearupoBast. BHe3anHslIi yaap mo nuiy 3actaBu JIio FOnHsS
CILTIOHYTh KPOBb.

Ban YXK3HII310Hb IIpomuIiejia OT HEHaBUCTH:

— IIpegarens! MHe cimegoBaso youts Te6st panbiie!



JTio KO¥iHB, UCTTyTaBIIXCh TPUOINKAIONIETOCS OTHS, TPUKPHIICS Ban YKAHI3I0HB, HO TYT MayTa
nepen HUMM PYXHYJIa, ¥ OH KyGapeM mojeTen B peKy. OcTaBasoCh JIUIITh HECKOJIBKO YesIoBeK, U BaH
UK3HI3I0HD 3aKpHyaia:

— Iyu CsaHb, TH, MATEXKHEIN NOANAaHHEI! Pa3Be TH He 3Haelb, YTO 3a IOKYLIEHNE Ha
BOOBCTBYIOIIYIO UMIIepATPHULy IT0JIaraeTcs Ka3Hb [eBSATU [I0KOJIEeHUY pona?!

B ee 3pauykax oTpaxajach OXBaueHHas IJIaMeHeM JIafbs, a BOMH peKy Baiixs Ka3auch
OKpaIlleHHEIMH B 30710TO0. [IyH CsiHb, CTOSI Ha 6aMOYKOBOM IIJIOTY, €[IBa 3aMETHO yILIOHYICS:

— BrooBcTByMOIIas UMIEpPATPHLA, Y MEHS HET K BaM CePbe3HBIX IIPeTeH3u, YTOOL TPATUTh CTOJIBKO
CHJI Ha Bauty norubesns. Eciu XoTUTe yMepeTs, 3Has [IPaBLy, JIy4Ile CIPOcUTe 00 3TOM BO CHE Y
CBOETO MIEMSHHUKA.

JIumo Ban YK3HIBI0Hb HCKa3uiock. Ban Man? Yernosek u3 ee coOcTBeHHOT0 pofa Bau? ToT, KoMy
OHa moBepsifia Oonblie Bcex? OHa cOOCTBEHHBIMU PYKaMU IIpHBeJia ero K BJIaCTH, Beb O0BIYHOMY
YyeJioBeKy notpeboBasach Obl 1ieiasi XKU3Hb, YTOOH! JOCTUYH TOTO IOJIOXKEHHUS, KOTOPOE OH 3aHUMaJ
ceronusi. Heyxenu Ban Many Ov110 Mano? Heyxkenu y Hero Obiiu etfe 0osbIe aMOuIuu?
[TneBymIUY BOanyu 6aMOYKOBBIM IIJIOT Ka3ajcs KYTKUM IIPU3PAKOM.

Ban YXK3HII310Hb IOYTHU B3BU3rHYJIa B OTBET:

— Bpems! TeI, mofel, Bce Bpelb!

Iys CsHb IOKay4as rojg0Boy U B3OOXHYIIL:

— Kus3p npocun nepenats BaM cioBa. OH cKa3aj, 4YTo caMasi 00JIbIas yoaya B ero XKU3HU — 3TO
MMeTh TETYIIKY, CTABIIYIO BIOBCTBYIOIIEeH UMIepaTpulle, 6narogaps yemy oH 6€3 eIUHOT0 YCUIHS
TIOJIyYUJI TPOMHOE TOBBIIIEHKE. [lanblile OH 0T CBOEH NOPOTroH,  BaM 0OJIbIle He IPUAeTCS
yTpyKOaTh cebst 3a060TaMu 0 HEM.

Ycnpias 370, Bar YXK9HII310Hb eiBa HE JIUIIUTIACh YyBCTB.

Iyn CssHb HE3aMETHO HaIlpaBUJI BHYTPEHHIOW SHEPTHIO, U IIJIOT IO €70 HOTaMH Pa3BEPHYJICS.
Pasgancst ornmyuMTeIbHBIN TPOXOT — APAKOHbBS JTadbs 00paTUiIachk B Ipax.

Ha camoii cepemgute peku Baiixa pa3birpaniock CTpaHHOe 3pesuine: OyIIyiollre BoOsl 0Ka3aluch
TIOKPBITHL CJI0EM OTHS, TIOGHUMAJICS JbIM, CJIOBHO OYIIN YCOMIINX, 6TyKmaloIiye B BO3OyXeE.

XOoTsI OH caM MCIIOJIHUT 3agyMaHHoe, [IyH CsSHb He MOT yIepKaThCs OT B3A0Xa. ITOT OTOHb CXKET Te
TeIible BOCTIOMUHaHus. Korfa B3oMgeT conHIle, eMy IPUAETCS CHOBA CTATh IPexKHUM Cc0o60#. Tak
IIYCTh 9TOW HOYBIO IIPO3BYYUT IECHS [IJIT TOTO, 10 KOM OH TOCKOBAJI, B HafieXk e, YTO TOT, KTO yIIIeJl,
CMOXKET ee yCIIbIIIaTh.

[TeyanbHasg Mejoaud IJiblIa Haf BOAOU, BbI3bIBas Cie3bl. [IyH CSIHb TUXO 3aler:



— HeyxTo He 3Haeus? IIpekpacHei KpacaBull B CTpaHe He HAWTH... TaKWe He BCTPETSTCS BHOBE...

OH mgocTan U3 pyKaBa HECKOJIBKO IPEBECHBIX ITUCTHEB ¥ MOOOPOCU UX B BO3AYX. [IPHITHYB, OH
TI0JIeTeJI, TOUHO IITHIIa, KOCHYBIIKCH BOMHOM rinagu. CIIOBHO CTPEKO03a, e[Ba 3afieBaoliasi BOAy, OH
CTYIIAJI IO TIJTBIBYIIUM JIUCTHSIM, TIEPETIPABIISSCh Yepe3 PeKy, CJIOBHO IIEJT TI0 POBHOM 3eMIIe.

PaccTostHre MeXIy MUCThIME ObIJI0 PaCCUUTAHO 6e30MMO0YHO, U CIIYCTS MI'HOBEHHUE OH yXKe COIIIeN
C Bofbl Ha Oeper.

Hyn CsHb B3MaXHYJ MATKUM XJIBICTOM, KOTOPBIN C «IIYPXOM» BEITSHYJ M3-3a I10sICa, ¥ 00BUIICS
BOKDYT CTBOJIa fiepeBa. Vcnonp3ys ero Kak Omnopy, OH MATKO IIPU3EMJIUIICS — eT0 MacTepCTBO JIETKOu
IIOCTYNIH OBIJIO HACTOIBKO O€3yNpPEeUHbIM, YTO 3aXBaThIBA/IO AYX.

Psimom moka3anmuch Gakesasl — JOJIKHO ObITh, ero monu. [IyH CsiHb IIOBEPHYII TOJIOBY ¥ BAPYT
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI CTPAHHOCTh: TI0YEMY OHU CMEHUIIHM OfEeXAY Ha BOEHHYI0 ¢hopMy OBOpa?

Pasparncs cTyk KonwIT, ¥ K [yH CsiHIO TpuOIN3uiCs MOPOAUCTHM cKakyH. Cepaile [yH CSHS CIIOBHO
3aMepIio, OH JUIIXIICS Aapa pedH, KPOBb B XKHUJaX, Ka3al0Ch, MOTEKJIa BCIATh.

— YV yuuTtens BenuKoenHas JIerkKoCTh ABUXKEHUM. [Ilepeceus TOIOBUHY peKU Banxs Tak
HETIPUHYXKIEHHO.

HemoyMmeHnue, yIuBIIeHNe U IIOK OTPA3UIIUCE Ha €ro MpeKpacHoM nuile. [IyH CsIHb OIleleHesIo
CIIPOCHIT:

— Thl... KaK Tl BEPHYICI?

OTBeTOM eMy CcTajla X0JI0fHas yCMelIka. BCTpeTUBIINCh ¢ 3TUM TTTy00KUM B3rnsaaoM, [IyH CaHb
II0YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO Ilepell HUM a0COIIOTHO 4yK0H 4enoBek. CrnenoM 3a KoHeM JIo CHHS eXasl CTapuk
B apMencKoi (hopMe — MPUCMOTPEBIIXCh, OH y3HAN TOTO CaMOro JIOLOYHUKA.

OKa3a/0Ch, YTO €ro YUYeHHK yKe MaBHO IIPEB30IIIeIT ero, BCe pacCYnTaB 6e3ympevyHo, 6e3 eMuHOro
M3bsHA.

FHYHGH, OH OBII HACTOJIBKO HAWBEH, 4YTO BEPHII, 6y'JITO JIto CuHb IeUCTBUTEIbHO HOOOANICs YyBCTBaM,
N CaMOHaJdesdAHHO OTIIYCTHUII €TO0.

Cycrasel nansleB [JyH CaHg xpycTHyau. OH BHe3aHO Oy TUI BCEIIPOHUKAIOUIUY XOJIOA — XOJI0%
TaKOW CUJIBI, Oy[ATO BCe ero KOCTU IIPOMEepP3JIH 10 CaMOr'0 OCHOBaHUS.

Temeps, Korga Bce OBIJIO KOHYEHO, CIeoBao OBl MPO3PETh U PacKasiThCs, HO OH HeHaBUel cels 3a
TO, YTO MTOICO3HATEIILHO BCE eIlle MpoaoiiKai 6opotbes. [IyH Csub ragan: Heyxemnu Jio CHHb
IIPOCHYJICS Ha MOJIMYTH U YOeOusl CTapuka BEPHYThCS?



YemnoBek B cefjie ynbi0ancs, HO yiabiOKa ero Oblla X0nomHa. BoKpyr cTosimu conmate! B popme, a [IyH
CsIHb YyBCTBOBAJI C€0sT OMMHOKKM OCTPOBOM ITOCPEHN TOJNMHL. [103aau HETo JToel, CBI3aHHEIX 110
pPyKaMm ¥ HOTaM, BeJIu Ha pacipaBy — 3TO OBIJIM €r0 COOCTBEHHEIE. ..
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