Korpma K HeMy BO3Bpalllajicsl pacCyoK, Tpareaus oOBIYHO Y2Ke CBepIlajach, ¥ UCIIPABUTh €€ OBIIO
HEBOJIBHO!

— IMoxanyiicta, oTnoxHuTe, MMnepaTop! Balll moKopHHIi ciyra mobyaeT 37uechk ¢ Bamu.

Oyu CsHb XKeJasn Iuib ogHOro — 4To0s JIto CUHBL KaK MOXKHO CKOpee MOIIPaBUIICs, a Ha pa3fyMbs O
YEM-TO JPYTOM Y HETO yKe He 0CTaBaJloCh CHIL.

— MwM! He nokupait Mens.

JIALIb KPEMnKo cXkKaB ero pyky, JIto CuHb CMOT CO CIIOKOMHOU AYIION 3aKPHITh I'Jla3a.

B caMBIii MOMEHT €T0 IOrPYyKEeHUS B COH XPYNKUM, TPOTaTEIbHEIN U 6e33aIuTHEN 00pa3 [yH CaHs
BHOBb 3aCTaBUJI €T0 CepAlle 3a0UThCA C IIPeKHEN CUIIOH.

¢ HempeMeHHO HOJIXKeH HalTu crmocob obecrneuuts [Ian LluHy emié 6oriee HafleXKHYIO 3aIUTY U
IapoBaTh elfé OOJIBIIYI0 BIacTh. TOMBKO TAaK MOXKHO OTPAfUTh €T0 CTaTyC 1 6e30MacHOCTE...

IlocTuxKeHus Ha TIIOCTY BEJIMKOT'O ChIMa M I'eHepalia CTPaXKu KaXyTCA BIIOJIHE ITOOAXOOAIITUMU —

Bckope B MbIicax JIro CHHS yKe cO3pell YTeHUEeM BBIBEPEHHBIN IJIaH, U Telepb 0CTaBaIoCh JIUIIb
IIPETBOPUTH B XKU3Hb CBOU BEJIMKUU 3aMBICE].
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T[Tocre [ONrUX ¥ MyYUTENbHEIX PasiyMull «Iian» JIio CHHS HaKOHeI BOIJIOTHIICS B XXU3Hb B leKabpe
TOro Xe rofa: [IyH CsiHb OB 6IaromnoiyyHo Bo3BeqEH B NOJIKHOCTH BEJIMKOrO CHIMA ¥ reHepasa
CTPaXKH.

IToMHS 0 HeJaBHUX MeYalIbHBIX IIpuMepax Bao Croans u Ban 11351, YMHOBHUKU TPaXOaHCKUX 1
BOEHHBIX B€JOMCTB IIPDH BUOE CTOJIb a6cyp;:[Horo U T'PaHOMXO3HOTO COOBITHS 110 OOMIBINEH YaCTH JIUIIh
TaWUJIU THEB, HE CMEA IIPON3HECTHU HU CJI0OBAa — OHH CMEPTEJILHO 00SITTHCh PacCTaThCAa C COOCTBEHHBIMH
T'OJIOBaMH H3-3a K&KOfI-HPI6yx[b OIIJIOIITHOCTH.

[TomoOHOE monoXKeHUE e ‘-Ipe3BBI‘-IaI7IHO panoBaiio JTto Cuns.

— C yero 3T0 MMnepaTop Tak Becesn? — IPUCTyKUBABIINK PANOM €BHYX BaH 3afai BOIpoc,
IIpEeKpPacHO 3Has Ha HEero OTBET.

B IIPEeBOCXOAHOM PACIIOJIOZKEHNH OYXa JTto CuHB OB Ha PedKOCTE OTKPDOBEHEH:



— A Kaxk gymaert eBHyX Ban?

B rra3ax eBHyxa BaHa MenbKHYy/a €fiBa ClepKrUBaeMas PafoCTh:

— OTOT HUYTOXKHAIM pab Iy, HO pa3 MMmepaTop cYacTIuB, TO U pab ero CHacCT/IMB.

910 OB CJI0Ba, UAYIIKME OT CAMOTO Cepilla: Iy Hero He CyIeCTBOBasio Hu4Yero 6oyee yrogHoro,
yeM pafioCThb ero rocropuHa. [109ToMy OH coBepIeHHO He obpalilajl BAUMaHUS Ha XOOUBIIHE II0
IBOPIIY CIIyXW — [0 TeX II0P, TOKa Joporue ero cepamy MmmepaTtop u A CsiHb CYaCTIIUBEI, TIO0BIE
IIeHHl ¥ KEPTBHI Ka3aJIuCh eMy caMu CO00¥ Pa3yMeroIuMUcCs.

Ho crouro JIto CuHIO IMPOKO YIRIOHYTHCS, KaK B I'JIa3ax y HET0 BHE3AIHO IIOTEMHEJIO, U HOTU
IIOTEPSIIN TBEPAYIO OIOPY.

— HWmmneparop, Bl B mopsinke? — eBHyX Ban Gpocusics noapmepaTh €ro, ¥ Ha €ro JIulle YUuTaaach
VCKPEHHSS TPEBOTA.

— Bcé B mopsimke! He moguuMai mryma, a He To [IsH [IuH CHOBa HAYHET NMepPeXUBaTh 3a MeHs, y3HaB
00 3TOM.

OH HU 3a YTO He XOTeJI BHOBb BOJIHOBAThH BO3/II00IEHHOT0 663 IUIITHeH HY2KHIL.

— WmMmnepaTop, Bhl... — eBHYX BaH OblT 10 TTyOMHEL AYIIN PACTPOTaH €ro riIy0OKUMU YyBCTBAMH.

— Hu B xoeM ciydae Henb3sl n103BoNUTh [I9H LluHY y3HaTh 0 MOEM COCTOSIHUY, CNBIINIIL? — CO
BCEU Cepbe3HOCTHI0 BHOBb U BHOBB IOBTOPSLI JIt0 CUHB.

— ITOT MoOmaHHbIM MOBUHYETCS Bojie Bameit. Ho mpormry Bac, BepHUTECH B TOKOX OTHOXHYTh, a pad
TIOIIJIET 3@ IIPUABOPHEIM JIeKapeM, YTOOH TOT OCMOTpesn Bac u Brimucan 1ene0HbIe OTBAPH AJIS
YKpeIlJIeHus AParoleHHOr0 340POBbS.

EBHyx BaH OBIJT yBEPEH, UTO [IeJI0 BOBCE He B U3IUIIHEN MHUTEIbHOCTH: OH SICHO BHJIEJ, YTO B
TIoCyIeHEee BpeMs MPUCTYIH y JIto CHHS CIy4Yanuch BCE Yallle, a JIUI0 er0 CTaHOBUIIOCH BCE
orenHee...

OcTaBaoCh MHIIh MOTUTHCS, YTOOBI 3TO HE 0Ka3al0Ch KaKOU-HUOYab TsKemoi 6one3Hbio. EBHyx BaH
BO3HEC MOJIMUTBHI U3 TTTyOUHbI OYILH.
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B 3TOT meHb, 110 OKOHYAHUM YTPEHHero noknana, Jlto CuHb IOCMOTpeIT Ha IpeJIeCTHHIN 001Uk [IyH



CstHSI ¥ BHE3AITHO MOJIYIIYTS ITPOU3HEC:

— BrITh MOXKeT, MHe crefyeT yCTynuTh uMnepaTopckuil mpecton Iss Hury? TonpKo Tak MOXKHO...

— IIpomy UMmnepaTopa 3abpaThk 3T cloBa Hadan! OTpedeHUe OT IPECTOoia — BeIb aOCOMIOTHO
HegonycTuMast. Huutoxueid ynHOBHUK [IyH [1I9H LluH 1 663 TOT0 OTATOINEH TSIXKAMU rPeXaMu U
OCKBEpHsEeT ycTou aBopa. [Ipocum MMnepaTopa He ITO3BOJIUTE CTOJIb HEBEPHOMY U HEIIPaBEJHOMY
IIOAJIOMY JIBCTELY 3alaTHaTh BeJluuue U cBeTioe uMs Bauero Benuyectsa. YMorsto Bac, paccynure
31paBo!

[TprCcyTCTBOBABINKME CAHOBHUKY IIPUAEPXKUBAINCH €IUHOTO MHEHHS: Ha IPOIIJIBIE [ela MOXKHO OBIIO0
3aKPHITh I'7Ia3a, HO HEIHEIIHee — coBceM apyroe. OTpedyeHue OT MPECToIa TPO3KUIIO IIOTPSICTH OCHOBHI
roCyIapCTBa ¥ LIJI0 Bpa3pe3 ¢ 3akoHaMu Hebelr, mo3aToMy oHU OO0JbIIe HEe MOTJIM CUIETh CII0XKa PYKH.

— Jep3ocTts! Kak BEl CMeeTe UATH IPOTUB MeHH.

Vi3HavanbHO OH CKa3asl 9TO JIUIIb 110 HAUTHIO, B IIYTKY, HO KTO OBl MOT TIOAYMaTh, YTO 3TH
TYTIOTOJIOBEIE, CJIeTIble KOHCEPBATOPHI BOCIIPUMYT BCE BCEPLE3 U CTAHYT 0€CCTHIAHO YHUKATh ero I1Isn
Luna! Kakas e 3T0 KpaHssI MEP30CTh — B YEM TONIBKO ObINT BUHOBAT I119H LlunH?

— M=l Bce gymaeM muinb 00 MmnepaTope u o Benukoi guHacTuu Xaus! YMonsiem MmnepaTtopa
IIPOSIBUTH IPOHUIIATEIbHOCTD U, IPOCTUB AEP30CTh CEro NOANaHHOT0, HeMeAJIeHHO IIpUKa3aTh
Ka3HuTh [IyH [IIsn LluHa, gabwl HCIpaBUTh YCTOX OBOpa M cOepedb cilaBHOe UMs Baimiero BennyecTsa.

OnuH U3 CAaHOBHUKOB, HE CTpallaCbk CMEPTH, JIMIIb IIOOJINII MacCjla B OT'OHbB.

— Iep3ocTs! O1, cTpaxa...

— HMmMnepatop... He Hapgo... — [IyH CsHb BOBpeMs yCIiesl OCTaHOBUTH ABuxKeHue JIto CuHs.

— Onu Tak Te0s 0CKOpOISIOT, a TH BCE ellle 3acTynaembcs 3a Hux?! — JIto CuHb OBl BHE Ce0s OT
STPOCTH.

Ha Geny, Te He GosBIIMECS CMEPTH CAaHOBHUKY PEIININ J0OaBUTH eIlle CIOBEYKO:

— Huutoxuomy nbcteny OyH [Ian [{uHy He K 4eMy JTUIEMEPUTDb U CTPOUTH U3 cebsi XKepPTBY, HaM
nofavyky oT Kakoro-to HyH IIsx [luHa He HYXKHBI!

— 970 yxe uncTou Bogsl OyHT! CTpaxa... — JIto CUHb OT THeBa OKOHYATeJIbHO II0TePSI PACCYAOK.

— HMmMnepaTop... — BUAS, YTO OTTOBOPEL He AeUCTBYIOT, [lyH CsIHb B paCTEPSIHHOCTU 3aMep Ha MecCTe.



A cTosBIIHE BOKDPYT' CAHOBHUMKH OOHWH 3ad OPYTUM SABJIAINA coboit KapPTHUHEI TOTOBHOCTH ITPUHATH
CMEPTh, X B UX I'la3aX YUTAJIACh KI'y4adsd HEHABUCTh U IIPE3PEHNE K HYH CsaHio.

— Ctpaxa... — HeoxunaHHO y JIto CUHS BHOBB CITy4MJICS IIPUCTYII, Ha 3TOT pa3 Kyna Oosee
TsKebii. OH BMUT JIMIIUIICS YYBCTB U PyXHYJ 6€3 CO3HaHHUS.

— HimmepaTop! — TyT yK OBIJIO He [0 paclpeii: MUHUCTPH PE3KO ITePEMEHUINCH B JTUIle U OPOCUTUCH
nogHuMaTh JIto Cuns, a [Iyn CsiHS, CJIOBHO KaKy0-TO I'PSI3HYI0 OYKaIIKy, Tpy00 OTTECHUIH B
CTODOHY.

— IIsu LuH... — 39T0 GbITM NOCTIegHUE cioBa JIto CUHS Iepel TeM, KaK OH IIOTPY3UJICS BO ThMY.

HyH CsHb 0CcTONOEHEN OT CTpaXa U TakK U CTOSIJI CTOJIOOM B CTOPOHE.

[ToueMy HUKTO He CKa3all MHe, YTO COCTOsIHMe MMIepaTopa yXyAIuiaoCch HacTonbko?! [Touemy?!

EBHyx BaH! — 3T0 UMs MIHOBEHHO BCILJIBUIO B €70 ITaMATH.

Touno! f momKeH OTHICKaTh €BHyXa BaHa, HeMe[IeHHO!
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Bo mBOpIle BHOBB MPOM3OIINIHN CEPhE3HEIE IIEPECTAaHOBKY CHI. Bocmonb30BaBIIuCh TeM, 4TO JIto CHHB
nmexarn 6e3 co3HaHUs, pol BaH BOCIIOIb30BAJICS BIUSHUEM U ocaaut [IyH CsHs o[ JOMallHUM
apecT B 0COOHSIKe BEJIMKOT'0 ChIMa, CTPOT'0 3alpeTUB eMy mpubnuxkathcs K iMmepaTopy xoTs OBl Ha
I1ar, paBHO KakK U IepenaBaTh 1io0bie BecTH, Kacamwumecs [IyH CsaHsa. Bonee Toro, Bo n3bexanue
JIAIIHUX OCJIOKHEHUH, IIOM 3aMOK B OCOOHSIK BEJIMKOTO ChIMa OTIIPABUIIM [lazKe MTOIb30BABIIET0CS
BBICOYAMINIMM JOBEPHEM T'JIABHOTO eBHYXa eBHyXa BaHa — mys ynoOcTBa Haf3opa.

— Ckaxu MHe, eBHYX BaH, Korfa uMeHHo 00ne3Hb MiMIepaTopa 3alijia Tak Jaieko? —
0e3KM3HEHHO, CJIOBHO JIepeBsIHHAS KyKila, cipocu [yH CsaHb.

Teneps CKpEIBaTh IpaBay ObLI0 yKe OECCMBICTIEHHO, U €BHYX BaH OTBETUII:

— 31:[0pOBBe I/IMHepaTopa IIOIIaTHYJIOCH €eIlle OoJibIne IMOJIyroga Ha3a[, ¥ C TeX II0P eMy CTaHOBHUJIOCH
TOJIBKO XYyZXKe. Ho on 60${J'IC${, YTO BHI 6yneTe IIepexXuBaTh, 1 3allpeliall KOMYy OBl TO HU OBIJIO
YIIOMHUHATH O €TI0 HeayTe, IIO3TOMY...

— IToaToMy maxe BbI, €eBHYX BaH, cKkpbeiBanu 310 0T A CsiHSA?! — B €ro rojioce 3Bydaju ropeyb, THEB U
HeMasl YKOpU3Ha.



— 310 pa6 BHHOBAT, MOXKe€Te KOPUTh MEHA CKOJIBKO AOYyIIe yTO):[HO! — E€BHYX BaH ucneiThIBaN
FHY60qafIHIHe YTI'PBEI3E€HUSA COBECTH U PACKAUBAJICSA B COOEIHHOM.

— EBHyx Ba#n, A CaHb He 3T0 uMen B BUny, A CsHB IPOCTO... — HE OTOBOPUB, OH COPBAJICSA Ha CJIE3H.

— EBHyx Ban noHumaert, eBHyx BaH Bcé noHuMaeT... EBHyx BaH Ha Bac He cepmuTcs...

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB CTap¥K U I0HOIA O0HSIN APYT APYyTa, yTellas OOUH APyroro. B ux cepamax xkuma
o0Imiast 3aBeTHAsI MeuTa — JIUIb Okl FIMIIepaTop MocKopee MOIpPaBUICs.

CrosBImMY BCE 3TO BpeMs B cTopoHe UKy Cioi TOXe HCKpeHHe Hafesncs, 4yTo JIro CuHb
671aromonyyHo ompaBuUTCs OT O0Ie3HU, NHa4Ye Oefrl OjI1sl ero MajieHbKoro CsiHs ObLIO He MUHOBATE. ..
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9toiut HOUbIO [IyH CsiHb BHOBb HE MOT COMKHYTbH I'Jla3, TOMSCH II0 HOBOCTSM OT MCUe3HYyBIIero JIio
Cuns.

Hwmnepatop, Bel HepeMeHHO [NOJIXKHEL IONIPABUTHCS !

OH 0osiica BOBCe He 3a TO, KaK CJIOKHUTCS ero coOCTBeHHas cyfb0a B cllydae JypPHOTO MCXOAa, a
MICKpEHHe TPeBOXKuUICs 3a caMmoro JIto CuHs — u 970 Oblila YuCcTas pasma.

JIumb 1mo3aByepa, BOOUMIO YBUAEB, KaK CMepTeabHO Onenubid JTto CuHb majjaeT Ha 3eMio 6e3 4yBCTB,
OH CO BCE€U SICHOCTHIO 0CO3HAJI CBOM MCTUHHEIE YyBCTBA!

Oxa3nIBaeTCs, OH —

— Illon Iux!

— A?! — 3HAKOMBIY U [ONTOXKAAHHBIN T'0I0C IpepBal Meiciiu [IyH CsaHs.

— IIIsu IIuH, oTBOPU ABepb! AT0 4, A mpuiilenn HaBeCTUTH TebS.

Hyu CsHb B HeTepIeHUU 00epHYJICS ¥ paclaxHyJl CTBOPKU. [Ipeq ero B30poM IIpefcTal HUKTO UHOH,
KaK TOT CaMBbIi CTAaTHHIM, BIACTHEIM M CBOEHPaBHBEIM MMIlepaTop.

— 4 ugT0, cII0? — OT n30BITKA IIOTPSACEHUA 1 HEOZKUIOAHHOCTHU ,HYH CsHBb He MOT BEITOBOPHUTH U
CJIOBA.



— IlIsn Lun, 4 Tak cky4an mo tebe! Tsxkeno ke mpuinock Tebe B 9Tu THU!

EnBa mepectymus nopor, JIto Cuub 6e3 JTUIIHUX CJI0OB KPEIKO-KPEIKO IPUXKaj K TPy CBOETO
BO3JII00JIEHHOT 0.

Tonbko Teneps [IyH CsiHb OKOHYATETHHO ITOBEPUJI, YTO 3TO HE COH:

— Hmnepatop ucuenuncs?! Ho Houb yXKe Tak riay0oka, Heyxemu Brl TaiikoM cOexkanu u3 fgBopia?!

— Ha kaxkoi xe Bompoc IIax ITun xo4yeT, 4TOOH 4 OTBETHII B IEPBYI0 04Yepenb? — IO Ha
m0O6UMOT0 YeloBeKa, CTOSIBIIETO TaK 61113K0, JIto CUHBb UCIIHITHIBAJI HEU3bICHUMOE YYBCTBO CHACThS
Y TIOJTHOTEI OBITHSA.

— He mwytuTte ¢ nogmanaeiM, UMmepaTop, S Bedb U BIPSAMb IepexkuBaio 3a Bac! 3HaeTe nu B, Kak
MHe OBIIO TSI2KeJ0, II0Ka He OBIII0 HUKaKUX BecTel oT Bac...

HYH CsaHb dazKe He IMMpefrnoaarai, 4TO OT HAaXJIBIHYBIIUX YYBCTB Y HETO Ha I'Jla3aX BRICTYIIAT CJIE3HL.

— [Iau Lwu#H... Mo IIax LuH... [Tpoctu MeHs, 4 He X0Ten My4uTh Tebss HAPOYHO... f TPoCTO...

JIto Cunb 6511 T7Ty00KO B3BOJIHOBAH, €T'0 I'0JIOC CTPAHHO OXPHII, 3By4a CJIOBHO M37ajeKa:

— TonbKo THL... JIUIIb TH OOMH UCKPEHHE IlepexXuBaellb 3a MeHsd. Korga {f nexan nprKOBaHHBIN K
nocTesu B 6ecriaMsATCTBe, o Moero ciayxa To ¥ OeJi0 IOHOCUJIMCH JIUIIL Pa3rOBOPEL O HACJIelOBAHUM
IIpecToia fa O IPONOJIKEHUHX POfia, a TaK¥Ke I'PHI3HS CAHOBHUKOB 3a COOCTBEHHYIO BRIrony. Hu ofuH
13 HUX He T00eCIoKousIcS 0 Moel XKHU3HU U CMEPTH Io-HacTogmeMy — u nuins [sH [ue gyman 060
MHe. [laxe ecu 3TO IPOCTas XKajaoCTh, 1 BCE paBHO 0€CKOHEYHO CYACTIINB...

— OTO He XKaJIoCTh! — CO cle3aMu B rojoce Bo3pasuil [lyH CsHb, ¥ B €0 TOHE 3By4aJjla TBephas
PELIMMOCThb. — ITO He XKayiocTh. JIUIIb Korga mo3asuepa Brl ymanu 6e3 4yBCTB epefo MHOM, S
TIOHSJI: 9TO BOBCE He XKaJOCTh, a...

— [Ian LuH... — JIto CuHb OT epeu30bITKa YYBCTB 3aJIUIICS CJIe3aMU, U PYKU, OOHUMaBIINe
M06UMOT0, 3aTPSICIIUCH TIYIIEe ITPEKHETO.

HuuTo Ha cBeTe He MOTJIO MPUHECTH eMy OOJIbIIero cYacThs. [0 CUX IOp OH myMajl, 4To ero IIaH
LIyH HaXOOUTCS PSIOM JIHMIID 10 TPUHYKIEHUIO U JKaJeeT ero U3 COCTPaJaHus K ero IOJI0KEHHIO.
KTo GBI MOT TIOOYMATE...

— O Hebeca! Heyxenu 310 con? — JIto CuHb TPO0IKa IjakKaTb, CHOBa ¥ CHOBA ITIOBTOPSIS TE XKe
CJoBa.



— HerT, 3TO He COH, penmTesIbHO HE COH, Balll IIOAJaHHBIN B BAIIUX 00BATHSIX.

OuryuieHrue 6e3rpaHUYHOTO CYACThs 3acTaBuio [IyH CSHs IPOCIe3uThCs Tak ke, Kak u JIio Cuns.

JTrobsimvie OpyT Apyra cephiia CIUIUCh B HOJITOM O00BSITHH, CJIOBHO MEITAsICh KOMIIEHCUPOBATh U
3aIOJTHUTD BCe Te TOIbl pa3NnykKu. Hu oguH M3 HUX He XOTeJl — U He MOT 3aCTaBUTh Ce€0ST — OTIYCTUTH
OpPYyToro.

ITpotunoe TPOHOCKUIIOCH MTePe rIa3aMu: OT MIePBO CIy4YalHON BCTpeur ¢ GaHIUTAMU 3a CTeHaMU
CTOJIMIILI O MMMOJIETHOTO B3TJIsiia Ha JIIOAHBIX YIIKMIaX TOPOOa, 0 TOW CyOhOOHOCHOM HOYHOM
BCTpeur B IMIepaTopckoM KabHWHETE U BCETO, YTO MOCIEN0BAI0 3a HEl — BCE 3TO BEPEHUIEH
IIPOIL/ILIBAJIO B UX IIAMSITH, He XKeJjas UCYe3aTh.

Iaxe nmyHa 3a OKHOM, Ka3a/I0Ch, 60si71ach MOTPEBOXKUTD UX IIOKOU U B TO K€ BpPeMs 6/1aroCcyioBysia
3Ty BCTPeYy, u3nydass HeOORHIKHOBEHHO MSTKUI CepeOpUCTHIHM CBeT.

— HIsu IIuH, sTO Tebe!

[Toxka eme He 3a6biy1, JIto CuHB JOCTA IPUHECEHHYIO ¢ COO0M MapyoBYIO MKATYJIKY U IPOTSIHYT €€
BO3J1I00IEHHOMY.

— YTo0 3T0?..

— HimmepaTopckast HedpuToBas mevaTtb. — Ybibka JIto Cuns Oblyla HEKHOM U 0YapOBATEIbHOM.

— Himmepatop... — [IyH CsiHb OBII IIOUCTUHE OIIEeIOMJIEH.

Bocnonb3oBaBmuchk MOMeHTOM, JIt0o CUHB BIIOXKUT IIKATYJIKY EMY B PYKU:

— Bosbmu! TakoBa Mos Bonsi. ITH napy AHEH, Korga f npuxogun B cels, 1 TONBKO U JyMal O TOM,
Kak 3amuTtuth [1I9u LlwHa, 4ToOH OH BCcerga OblsT B 0€30aCHOCTH... B KOHIIe KOHIOB 1 mpumyMart
3TOT crocol. TToka 3Ta mevyaTh y Te0s B pyKaxX, HUKTO HE CMeeT TPOHYTh TeOs ¥ IasblleM, Jaxe eClIH
co MHOU 4TO-TO CIIy4YUTCH...

— He TOBOPUTE OYPHEIX CJIOB, HOJ:[I[&HHI:II;I He X04YeT 3TOr0 CJBIIIATh!

Crouno [ys CsHio npeactaBuTh, 4To JIto CHHL MOXKET IIOKUHYTh 3TOT MUP HaBCerga, Kak ero
OXBaThIBaJI TaHUYECKUU yKac.

JTto Cunb 6511 r1y00KO0 TPOHYT. 1I9H LIyl u BipaBmy mr06uT MeHs, B ero cepptie 60biie HeT
HEe[JOMOJIBOK.



— Xopormo! {1 He Oymy roBopuTh, He Oyny, Ho [1IsH [IuH moXKeH B3ATh 3Ty nedaTh. CuuTai, uto A
nornpocun tebst npubepeys eé st MeHsi, uueT?

Ero uckpeHHee u riy00Koe 3aCTYIHUYECTBO HE OCTaBJISAIO BEIOODA.

— OTOT noamaHHKIN GepeT ee MUILIL Ha BpeMs!

— MwMm! — JTio Cunb yneIOHYJICS TaK CHACTIMBO U 6€3MSATEKHO.

B sTOoT MOMEHT JIYHa Ha HeOOCKJIOHE Havasla IIOCTeIIeHHO OJIeIHeTk. ..

— HiMmepaTop JoJIKEH BEPHYTHCS BO IBOPEL], IT0Ka HUKTO He XBATUJICS.

HyH CsiHIO GBITIO TSIZKEJI0 PacCTAaBaThCs, HO MHOTO BHIXOAA He OBLIIO.

— Ha! A eme npuny HaBecTuTh Teb6s, s LluH. Ho moka He X0Au BO OBOpEI...

OH 60sJICSI, YTO T€ BIACTONIO0MBEIE CAHOBHUKY BOCIIOJIB3YIOTCS ero 60ye3Hbio Bo Bpen [IyH CsHio;
WHaye pa3Be MOT OH IPUHSTH Takoe pelneHue? [la u cremmmi 06paTHO OH JIMIIH IS TOTO, YTOOH He
CO37aBaTh BO3MIOOIEHHOMY JIUIIIHUX XJIOTIOT.

— IMopnaHHBIM TOHUMaeT. f Oymy TUXO0 XKOaTh 3[eCh, T0OKa MiMmepaTop caM He MPUIIIET 3a MHOU BO
nBopet. [ToaTomy Bel HepeMeHHO HOJIKHEI IIOMPAaBUTLCS, T000eIaliTe MHE, XOPOIIIO?

HenoHsATHO IMo4YeMy, HO I1epeq JIUIIOM CTOJIb KPATKOBPEMEHHOT O PAaCCTaBaHUA Ha OYIIE OBITI0
HEBEPOATHO TAXKEIIO.

Ecnu Ov1 OBI7Ta BO3MOXKHOCTD, pa3Be cTas Obl JIto CHHb paccTaBaThCS C HUM?

B ToT MoMeHT, Korfa JIto CuHb moBepHYyJCcs, 4Tobb! yitTu, [lyH CsiHb MPOTUB BOJIM THUXO I0O3BAJ:

— HMmeparop...

JTto CuHB OTJISIHYJICS Ha I'0JI0C, OOAPUJI er0 IPOHUKHOBEHHOM YIEIOKOM U JIUIIE II0CJIEe 9TOTO 3alraraj
TPOYb.
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Bepuysimuch B cBou 1okou, JIto CUHB C yIbIOKOM Ha JUIle YIercs B IOCTeNb, HaMepeBasiCh IOCKOpee
HaOpaThCs CUJI, UCTIONMHUTL faHHoe [[yH CsHIo o0elllaHue, TIONIPABUTHCS U BEPHYTHCA 3a HUM BO



AOBODPEI], YTOOBI UX CYACTJIMBLIN COH IIPOAOJIZKaAJICA BEYHO.

[Isu Hun! XKpou MeHs, 4 HempeMeHHO CKOPO IIPUAY 3a To00M, MO¥ caMblit mo6uMeii [11aH [uH!

C aToii cyacT/IuBOM U 6€3MITEeXKHOU YIBIOKOM OH MOTPYy3UJICS B ITyOOKUM COH.

OOHaKO HUKTO U IMIPEenOInoNnoKUTE HE MOT', YTO M3 3TOI'0 CHA €My y2Ke He CyXKJEHO ITPOCHYTHCA.
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Korpa mo mBopIly pa3Heciach BeCTh 0 KoHYKMHe MmnepaTopa, [IyH CsaHb Benl cebst Ha peIKOCThb
CIIOKOMHO — HY IAHUKHU, HU OYpHBIX aMouuii. OH IPOCTO 3arnepcs B KOMHATE U Bejiesl HUKOTO He
IIyCKaTh.

OH THUXOHBKO U3BJIEK TY CaMyI0 TapUOBYIO IKATYJIKY, KOTOPYI0 OCTaBul eMy ViMnepartop, ¥ B maMsaTu
BCE ellle 3By4aJld CJI0Ba TOTO OHS:

[Iau IluH, BRICTYLIIAK MeHs: eclii O MHOHM YTO-TO CITY4YHMTCS, 9Ta ITe4aTh HeIIpeMeHHO cOepexeT
Te0s1 B 6€30I1aCHOCTH. ..

— ViMmepaTop, BBl HapyLIUIU CII0BO. BBl 2Ke o0elany moggaHHOMY, YTO BepHETECh 3a MHOU BO
gBoperr!

Crne3sl HEM3BECTHO KOTTa TOKATUIIACH IT0 II[eKaM, Kamas 3a BOPOTHUK U CMayuBasi MIKaTy/IKy B
pyKax.

— Bm HapPyHIIuIin O6eH.IaHI/Ie. BrI Bemb rOBOPHUIJIH, UTO A CsHb 1 BH 6y11eTe BMECTE HaBE€KH, BHI K€
CaMH I'OBOPHIIU 3TO...

Yro TONKY B HehpuToBOU meyatu?! YTo TOJIKY BO BCell XaHbCKOM nmogHeOecHO!?! Pa3Be MOTYT OHHU
BepHYTb ero MmMmnepaTopa?! Ecnu 661 Moryu, oH ObI 6€3 Manenimx Konebanuit 0Taan ux 00enMu
pyKamu.

HNwmmepaTtop...
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— Csans, Csanb, rge TH?! OT30BUCH, CTPsicNiach 6efia, yX0OUM co MHOM, CSHb...

BcrpeBoxenntniii Yxy Crou noscrony uckan [IyH CsaHs, HafiesCh YBe3THU ero Iofasblile, IIoKa Ta
IPUABOPHAS CBOpaA HE SABUJIACh «CBOOUTH CUETa».



— CsiHp?! — ¢ pa3Maxy pacmaxHyB ABepb KoMHATH [IyH CsiHsI, OH 3aMep, YBU/EB JIEZKAIIETO B JTyXKe
KpoBH ymupatomiero [yH CsHs.

Yxy Croli 6pocuscs K HeMy U CyIOPOKHO MpUXKaJj K TPyAu:

— 3ayeM XKe Thl Tak IIym?

— CroH, yxonu cKopee, He OCTaBJIIi MeHs, HHa4e OyHeT MO3[HO.

IyH CsiHb He OBUI TTTYIIIOM: OH 3HAJI, YTO Te JIIOAU He IMOoWAAsaT uX. [IyCTh C HUM caMUM OBIIO
IIOKOHYEHO, OH HU 3a YTO He MOT IT03BOJIUTh BTSIHYTh B 3TO HEBUHHOTO YejI0BeKa, 0CO0eHHO UKy
Cros.

— Vxopmuth Tak BMecTe! d HU 3a 4TO He cOery onuH, 6pocuB Tebst! — C PEIIMMOCTHIO CMEPTHHUKA
BLIKpUKHYT YKy Croii.

Ecnu on nmotepsiet cBoero CgHs, K 4eMy eMy TOT[a elle XOTh JeCATOK XKU3Heu?

— He rosopu rinynocreit, yxonu xe! Ciolf, *Haue MHe CTAHET ellle TPEBOXKHee, U 51 OyOy 4yBCTBOBATh
ce0s1 mepen ToOOY BUHOBATHIM... — C IIOCJIENHUMU CUJIaMU IIPOU3HEC OH.

— Her! d ckazan: yxogum BMecCTe...

— {1 HUKy[a He IIOUAy.

Ero ToH 0BT HEOOBIKHOBEHHO TBEP.

— 4 mouny Bcneqn 3a ImmepaTtopoM. X0Th OH U OB CBOEHPABHEIM U BJIACTHHIM HETOfIsieM, HO B TO Xke
BpeMsi OOJIbIlIe BCETO Ha CBeTe 00sJics oguHOYecTBa. d 06513aH COCTaBUTh €My KOMITQHUIO, MHA4e OH
OymeT ropbKoO IaKaTh BO Mpake OTYasTHUS U 6€CIIOMOITHOCTH. ..

— Tot u BupaBay mobutns MMmepaTopa? He usnypsienib cebs 110 MIPUHYKASHUIO ¥ HE U3 KAJOCTH?
Thl 1 BIpaBOy JTIOOUIIL €70 — JTIOOHUIITE HACTOIBKO, YTO TOTOB OTAATh 3@ HETr0 KU3Hb?!

Yxy Croii HaKOHeI Ipo3per.

IyH CsaHb yIBIOHYJICS — HEXKHO U Yapylole:

— 4 ¥ caMm MOHSAN 3TO NUIIb B IIOCIegHNE THU!



— CsHb...

— Hy Bc€, mHe nopa. Eciu He MOTOPOITIOCE, TO He TIOCIIEl0 3a HUM. YXO[u Xe, He fymMai 060 MHe.
H... Croi, crmacu6o Tebe 3a BCE, YTO THI AeJiajl 3TH TOOBI, U MMPOCTH. ..

Ha atux cnosax y ,HYH CsaHs coBCeM He 0CTaJIoCh CUJ IIPOAOJIZKATE.

— CsHb, He yMUpal, yMoJsio, He ymupai! — Yxy Crod 3apeigan B IoJioc.

— Wmnepatop... A CaHb UIET 3a BaMHu...

C atumu crnoBamu [IyH CsIHb CO cle3aMu U YIIBIOKON UCITYCTHUIT AYX.

9T1a yneibka Obl7Ia CaMbIM ITPEKPACHBIM U TPOTATeNIbHEIM 3PEJIUIeM, KaKoe OBOIUIIOCh BUAETh YKy
Cro10.

— CsHb...

O Umnepatop! Ecnu BeIafeT MHe HOBas XXU3Hb, IIYCTh II€PEPOKYCH I XKEHIMUHOU — TOrAa CMOT'y
pomuTh Tebe Ienbli HOM peOSTUIIEK U IIOCTPOUTD CAMBIM IIYMHBIM U CHACTIIUBHIM o4ar. Torma Th
Oonbiie He Oymemb ONUHOK. ..

TakoBo OBITIO TTOCTIeHEE MpeacMepTHoe Keanue [IyH CsHs.
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Bckope mocne cmepTu yH CsIHS MPUCTAaHHBIA U3 OBOPIIA OTPS OKPYKUII OCOOHSK BEJTUKOT'O CHIMA.
Bo rnaBe cTosin BepHYBIIMH ce0e BIacTh Ban MaH.

3a 10, uTo Yxky Ciou TenoM 3auuinan teno [IyH CsaHsg, Ban MaH npuka3ajl Ka3HUTE €T0.

[Tepen camoii cMepThio YKy Cios mepeq HUM HeOXHOAaHHO BO3HUK TOT CaMBI{ CTaphlii MOHAaX-
IIPOBU[IEI], UTO HEKOTla OTTOBapHBall ero exaTh B CTOMUILY, ¥ Ha JIKIle ero YUTanoch riybokKoe
coxkaJieHue.

— W 3auem Tebe ObI10 cebst Tak UCTSA3aTh? Pa3Be cTaphlii MOHAX He mpenynpexman Te6s? Ho Twl
IIpeAIoyer] He MOCIyIIaTh!

Yxy Cioit 6e3 eOQUHOTO YyIpeKa U TeHU COXKaTIeHUs YIIEIOHYICS:



— A HU 0 yeM He XKanelo. He xamnen B IIPOIIJIOM, He XKaJlel0 U ceryac. TOMNBKO...

— Konb ecTb 4TO CKa3aTh — rOBOPH, II0OKA CTAPHUK KUB. BCE, YTO B MOUX CHUAX, S UCIOIHIO!

Torga Yxy Ciol MeJIeHHO TPOMOJIBU:

— Pa3 Benukuii MOHaX — IIPOBUMEL U My[pell, 3Ha4YUT, Bbl CBEAYLLIHU B fiefiaxX nepepoxpaeHud? Y Yxy
Cros1 Uik OfHA TPoch0a: MyCTh 5 IEPEPOXKYCh C BOCIIOMAHAHUSIMU 3TOM KU3HU, U HEITPEMEHHO
psanoM co CsineMm! M Tak — CKOJIBKO OBl KM3HEN HU CMeHunI0Ch. Kakyio Ob IeHYy 3a 3TO HU IPUIIIOChH
3amjaTUTh, 1 He MoXKalen HU 0 4eM. [Ipoily MoOHaxa UCIOTHUTh MO€e XKeJlaHUe.

— I'myneiii ManbumiiKa, K YeMy TaKue KepTBbl! — TSKeJ0 B3[OXHYT MOHAX.

VicTHHHO T1acsaT: 03a004eHHEBIE JTI000BbHIO JII0OU 663YMHBI OT Ha4alla BpeMeH!

— MoHax, yMOJI510, CXKa/IbTeCh, I03BOJIbTE MHE [IEPEPONUTLCS PSAAOM co CIHEM, COXpaHUB NaMsATh 00
3TOM XKU3HU! — U3 nocnegHux cui ymonsan Yxy Cou.

Crapelil MOHAX JIALIB [T0Ka4asl [0JI0BO:

— 39X, Hy 4 ynpsaMel] xe Thl! X0poImo, cTapuk corjaceH. Ho Kakyo UMEHHO ILieHy IPUAETCS 3a 3TO
3allJIaTUTh, 51 U caM He Beflalo — 3TO yKe BHe MOUX CUJ. Bcé ellle HacTauBaellb Ha CBOEM?

— He BaxHo! I cka3an: Kakyio Ol lIeHY HU 3alIPOCUIIH, S IPUMY ee 0e3 coxKaleHuu! — ¢
HETI0KO0JIe0MMOM TBEPHOCTHIO MOoBTOPUI YKy Cioi.

— Yro X... JlagHo! CTapelii MOHaX CAelaeT BCE BO3MOXKHOE pafgy TBOeTo xkejaHus. CTynal ¢ MUPOM.

C atumu crnoBamu Yxy Cioii ¢ ynbriOKOM 00HsN 3aneneHeBiiee Tenno [yH CSHS U UCIIYCTUTT AYX.

CstHB, CKOIBKO OBl Pa3 MBI HU ITePEPOKOaIUCh, CKOJILKO OBl JIET HU IIPOIIIO, ST HEIIPEMEHHO OTHILITY
TeOs1. 1 Ha ceii pa3 1 HUKOMY He II03BOJII0 TPUOMU3UTHCS K Tebe u MpuunHUThL Tebe 370! CSIHb, 10
BCTPEYH B CIIEAYIOUIEH KUIHU!

HpenaB TeJla 3eMJjie, MOHaX MOJI4a YOaJIUJICA, OXBAUYEHHBIN TSIXKEJIbIM pa3gyMbEM:

O mo6oBb, CKaXkK¥ MHE, YTO THI TaKOe, Pa3 3aCTaBJIselb JIIoael uATy 3a Te0s Ha CMePTh U B IJIaMeHb!

Kak ke ropbKo u IpoH3uTeIbHO 06110 6e3ymue JIto Cuns, [IyH Csaua u Uxy Cios...
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