WHu-Baw monoxunu Lu XsHTao 060 BCEM, a 3a0IHO IIPpUKa3aJid OOEIIUTh 3TO MECTO: JIEKapPhb, 4YTO OBLIT
rnepen HUMHU, BEI3BIBAII OoJIbIIIe IIOJO3pEHU.
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Llu X9HTai HaHEC BU3UT B MiMmepaTopcKuil gBopell. Ero oret, TUIh HOMUHATBHO CUUTABIIUNCS
TAKOBBIM, YK€ CUJIBHO cHaj. MMmepaTop MOAnucal yKas o Iepefade MPecTosia, U TOPKeCTBeHHas
IIEPEMOHMS BOCXOXKIEHUS Ha TPOH MOIKHA OblIa COCTOSITLCS BCETO Yepes MOJIMecsIa.

[IpugBOpHBIE CAHOBHUKY YKe y3HaANXU 00 3TOM U Hadalu CYeTUThCS, TOTOBSICh K TPAAYIIEH
KOPOHAIIUK HOBOTO IpaBuTess. Korma Ly XoHTall MOKUHYT ABOPEL], OH IOTY4¥I COOOIIeHe OT
CcTpaxu. MecTo, Tie CKPHIBAJICSI CaMBIY TTOO3PUTEIbHEIHM IIepCOHAaXK, ObII0 00HAPYKEHO — 3TO
oKa3aJjics HeOOJIbIIION IBOPUK Ha 3allajfie Topofa.

)%k

[Tonb3ysich TEM, YTO CTPaXKa elleé He Havalla felcTBoBaTh, Ly 11 mocmemns BepHyTLCS B KOMHATY U
CIIpsTal JeKapCTBa IIOf IT0JI0M y KpOoBaTH, 4TOOB HUKTO He Halllesl. 3aTeM OH CMeHUJI JIUIo Ha Oojee
I0OHOE U yKe coO0upascs BLICKOJIb3HYTh Yepes3 3aQHIO OBEPh, KaK BOPYT JIUIIOM K JIUIY CTOIKHYJIICS C
Lz XsHTaeM.

[z XsHTal MOJI4Ya CMOTpPEI Ha Hero, cjierka NpuInypuB ria3a. YTo XK, Hemnoxo. CMEPTHUK CHOBA
CMeHMI 00/TUK — TI0X0XKe, eT0 MCKYCCTBO MaCKUPOBKY OBLIO Ha BEICOTE.

— Bare BricouecTBo UYsn-BaH? — LIy [y nIpUKyCUI A3BIK, €[jBa HE BHIKPUKHYB «XO3SUH».

[lu XaHTail ¢ monyyns0KOoM CMOTPEIT Ha YelloBeKa mepef co0oi. [IpoTSHYB PYKYy, OH COpPBAJI C €T
JIUIIA MAaCKy 4, YBU[IEB [0 00U 3HAKOMBIE YePTHI, IPUKAI TOT0 K cTeHe. Ecu ObI OH He CXBATHII €T0
C IIePBOT0 pa3a ¥ He 3allOMHUJI JIUIIO0, TO HAWTH TAaKOTro MacTepa 6ercTBa U IepeBOIIOIIeHUH, KaK
3TOT CMEPTHHUK, OBIJIO OBI CJTOXKHEe, YeM Jo0paThcs m0 Hebec.

— Honro xe TH Gera, U, HeO60Ch, JOBOJIeH 65T, a? — Llu X9HTal IOTIafuI ero 110 JIKIY, a BTOPYIO
PYKY IOJIOXKHII Ha 1iedo Llu 11y, He gJaBasi TOMY IIEJTOXHYThCS.

Jlapons LIu XaHTas mepeMecTHiIach Ha IIel0 CMePTHHKA M HeXKHO e€ cxKaJa.

— Iloxoxe, moKa He IIpenoaanib Tebe YDPOK, THI TdK 1 6YJI€H.IL IIPpOAOJIZKATh B TOM K€ OyXe.

— Her, s mpocTo... IPOCTO Y MeHS BHE3aIlHO IIOSIBUJIOCH 3afJjaHue, II09TOMY f... II03TOMY S U yuIen. fd
XOTeJl BePHYThCH, 51 KaK pa3 BepHYJICS, paBha... — Llu LIy oTuasgHHO mbITaNCcS onpaBaaThcs. Ero mo-
HaCTOSIIEeMy IIyTrajio BEIpakeHue JIMlla X035KMHa: T0JTyyasl0Ka, B KOTOPOM CKPHEIBAIOCh CTOJIHKO
SMOIMH, YTO OH He MOT UX pa3rafgath. OH IOHUMAJ: B 3TOT Pa3 JIETKO OTHeIaThCs He BEIUMET.



MoxeT, npu3HaTh BUHY cerdac?

YcnrimaB B ronoce 1y 1y kenaHue BIKUTE, LIy XoHTal yopas pyKy C ero Ieu U CHOBA MOJIOXKUII eé
Ha nnevo. Lu LIy He cMes OTTONIKHYTh €r0 — B IPUCYTCTBUYU X035MHA OH BCcerpa OBl KpaliHe
IIOKOPHBIM.

Llu XoHTai 0OHSI ero u, He 3a00TSCh 0 IIPOX0KUX, IPUMEHUTT TEXHUKY JIETKOT0 Beca, YToOBI cpa3y
BEPHYTLCA B pe3ufeHnio Kug3s YsH. OH OBl 04eHb 30171
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B pe3upenuuu kua34 YaH, B mokosax Llu XaHTas, ToT 3actasui Llu Llu nepeogeTscs. B cany Lu
X39HTay OTYUTHIBAJ CTPaAXKY.

— Ecmu oH cHOBa COeXUT, BCe BEI OTIIPABUTECH KapayJIuTh TTIaBHEIE BOPOTa! — OPOCHUII OH, He
MEHSISICh B JIUIIE.

— CJIYHIBIOCB, MBI 00513aTeJIbHO BHIIIOIHKUM 3aflaHue, — 0To3Bajcsa MuH U. I1o aTOrO OH HE OeXypuil
30€eChb, ¥, HACJIYIIAaBIINCh OT IIOJYMHEHHBIX, KaK HEOOHOKPATHO YIIYCKAJIX «MaJIEHBKYIO 2KEHY»
X0341Ha, YyBCTBOBAJI cebs OIIO30PEHHEIM. B sToT Pa3 OH CaM PaCCTaBHUII KapayJIbl ¥ ITOKJIAJICSA, YTO
HHU OJHa MyXa He€ ITPOCKOYHT.

BryTpu komHaThH Ly [y cABIIam STOT pa3roBOp U Mojida 0TOPOCUIT MEICTH O TToOere. Emy... emy
CTOMUJIO TOBPeMeHUTh. [1omoKaaTh, ToKa OUTENIbHOCTD CTPaXu ociabHeT.

B mikady 6b1510 MHOTO 0ofexk bl Llu XaHTas. O6pI9HO OHa OblJla OAMHAKOBOT'0 KOs, HO ceyac TaM
7Ie3Karo HeCKOJIBKO Bellel Apyroro GacoHa — cyfs 10 pa3Mepy, X TPUTOTOBUIH A Hero. Omexna
OblTa KpacHBasi, HO MOJYepPKKUBaja TOHKYIO Tanuio. Y Lu Ly Tanus yxe U3PSIOHO OKPYTIIMIACh — II0
CPaBHEHUIO C TeM, YTO OBIJIO TPU MecsIla Ha3aM, KOT{la MBI ObITH CYXUMHU U pefibe(pHBIMU, cerdac
y HEro He 0CTaJI0Ch HUKAKUX JIMHUH, a JKUBOT CTAJl MATKUM.

ITnoxo, ecnu mosic OyIeT JaBUThb, IOAYMaJl OH.

[TepeOpaB Bce HapsObl, OH B KOHIIE KOHIIOB BEIOPAI TOT, YTO HE IMOOYEPKUBAJI TAJIUIO: TEMHO-CHHEE
HUXKHee Oelbe U XajaT MoBepX Hero. OTOT HAPS He MOAXoquil ojs OuTsel, u Llu Ly monro Bo3umcH,
TIBITASICh 3aCTETHYTh CJIOKHEBIE ITYTOBUIILI-Y3E€IKH Ha IMOsICe.

[IepeoneBIINCh U BEIWASA U3 KOMHATH], OH TYT XKe HaTKHYJCS Ha Bxopsiero Ly XsnTtasd. ToT ocmoTpen
CMepTHHKA, Ha KOTOPOM OfieK[a CUfiesa Kak BJIUTasi, U OM0OpUTEIbHO KUBHYIIL.

OHu BMeCTe IPUIIIY B cafi U cenu B 6ecefKe, Kyaa CIyry nopanu 3akycku. Ly [lu HepBHO
OTJISIOBIBAJICS TI0 CTOPOHAM. X035IMH He HOIpalliBall ero, ¥ OXXugaHue HaKa3aHus ObIJI0 HACTOSAILEN
IIBITKOM.



— Trl MoXKeIb cKa3aTh ceidac? Yeu Tel cMepTHUK? — LIy X3HTall OTIHXI Yao.

[Tepen HUM CTOSIIM IUPOXKHEIE C 3€JIEHBIM YaeM, OT HUX TaK BKYCHO 1axJyio, 4To [{u [y HeBOJIbHO
CTJIOTHYJI CITIOHY. PaHbllle OH He OBIJT TAKMM JIaKOMKOM, HO B IIOCJIeIHEE BpeMsi HU4Yero He MOT C
cobol rmogenaTh — X0TEJI0Ch IOIPOO0BATh BCE KUCTIO-Claakoe. Ero 6ecTsInue ria3a Ha MITHOBEHUE
3aiepxKanuch Ha yrouenuu, u Lu XaHTau 3TO 3aMeTHUII.

— Bamre BricouecTBO, TUYHOCTh CMEPTHHUKA HEJIb3SI PACKPBIBATh, — 071aroroBeiHo npousHec Ly Lu.
970 OBIIO TPOodheCCHOHAIbHLIM IOJITOM TAaWHOTO CTPaXa: eCjIy 3alaHKe IIPoBalieHo — 0exaTh, HO HU
B KOEM CJIy4ae He BhlaBaTh CEKPETHI IOMECThS, a B KpaliHeM Clly4ae — IIPUHATS Sf.

— ToI gOMKEH MOHSATH, YTO TeIepPb BeCh MUP IIPUHAJIEKUT MHe, BKTio4as U Tebs, — ckasasn [u
XsHTau. Beck Mup y ero HOT, a CMEPTHUK BCE ellle TaKOo# YIPSMBIH.

Llu X3HTail MPOTSIHYJ CMEPTHUKY KyCOYEK TUPOKHOTO, 3aMETHB €T0 XKaTHBIN B3TJISA.

— Emp, — npukasai oH.

Iu Llu He cTan 0TKa3kBaThCA U B35 1aKOMCTBO. OHO 0OKa3aloCh YyAeCHBIM — TasiJio BO PTY,
OCTaBJISIsI CBEXKUH, HE IPUTOPHBIN BKYC. Y2Ke MHOTO JIET OH He eJl Hu4ero momobHoro. [IpormoTus
KYCOK, OH ITocMoTpeIl Ha Llu XaHTas ¢ Monb0o# B ria3ax, TpeOys npogoikeHus. He ero BuHa, 3T0
OUTS B €T0 YPEBE XOTETIO €CTh.

— Eme xouens?

Iy LIy 4eCcTHO KUBHYIL.

— ITpu MHe He 00s3aTeNIbHO TaK COEPXKUBATHCSA. — LI X9HTaM moMoiIdar, a 3aTeM godaBuit: — f
HaMepeH caenaTh Te0s CBOel HaJTOKHUIIEH.

— Ila! — nupoxHoe ynano Ha 3eMmimo. [y Ilu ¢ HemoBepueM ycTtasusica Ha Ly XsuTadq.

— Barme BricouecTBo, 3T0 HEBO3MOXKHO, — [Iu Iu cuen 3To monHeIM abcypmoM. Kak oH, MyKUKHa,
MOXKET CTaTh HaJlIOXKHUILEN? — 4 He Mory OBITh HaJIOXKHUIEN, — YeCTHO J00aBUII OH.

— Torga yero TH Xo4elb? — CHOBA crpocun Llu XoHTal.

IIu 1y mokadas rojIoBOM:

— MHe H1Yero He HYXKHO.



— Torga pemero. Yepe3 Tpu [HS g Ha Tebe XKeHIOCh, — 3akmiounn Llu XaHTali. B ero Oyaymem
HAIIIOCh MECTO IJIsT CMEPTHUKA, ¥ XOTS OH He 3HaJI, YTO XKOET UX AaJblle, ceyac OH XOTell ObITh
TOJIBKO C HUM. EMy He HyXKHEI ObIIM OPYTHE, XBAaTUT U ero. Ho CMepTHUK He COTPYAHUYAJ, BCE ellle
OTJIANBIBASICH Ha CBOETO TaMHCTBEHHOTO «X035SMHA», KOTOPHIU NEMCTBOBAJl €My Ha HEPBEL.

L Llu Mmopruys. BeIfiTi 3aMy2K OBLIII0 HEBO3MOXKHO, €CJTH TOJIBKO €T0 He CBAXKYT. KOHeuHO, 3TO OH
1103BOJIUII ce0e omyMaTh TOJIBKO Ipo ce0si. B 3amace OBUIO elle TpU OHS — yCIeeT cOexkaTb.

— Ecnu TH CHOBA MONBITAEIILCS COeXKaTh, s CBSIKY Te0s U MPUTAIIy Ha CBagb0y CUION, — MPUTPO3UI
Iu XaHTau.

Kak on y3Hasn, o yem ToT gyMaetT? Ly Llu B nanuke mocMoTpen Ha Ly XaHTas1, COBEPIIEHHO He
IIOI03peBasi, UYTO ero MBICJIA HAllMCAHHBl Y HETO Ha JIUIIE.

Llu XsHTail mpoaosKal KOPMUTE CMEPTHUKA. TOT €J1 BTOpoe NMUPOXKHOe, HabUB IeKH, KaK OYPYHAYK,
¥ CJleTKa MPUIIYPUB rjla3a OT YAOBOJILCTBUSA. HeyxXKenu 3T NUPOXKHEIE U IIpaBla TakKue BKyCHEIE?
['nsins Ha Hero, Ka3aloch, 4YTO 3TO caMoe BKYCHOe JTaKOMCTBO Ha CBETE.

Llu X9HTaii MPUTSAHYT ero K cebe, 0OHSI U, TOLIeI0BaB, TOYYBCTBOBA BKYC 3€JIEHOTO Yasl.

— W npaBma, HEMI0X0, — CKa3all OH.

Lu Lu IMOKPaACHEJ, OTTOJIKHYJI €TI0 XU YCTAaBHUJICA, KaK nepenyraHHHﬁ KPOJIKK.

— Xa-xa... — pa3fancs POMKUH, HCKpeHHUM cMeX. [y XsHTal OBbIT B OTTMYHOM HACTPOEHUU —
CMEepPTHHK OKa3aJiCsl TakKuM HeBUHHBIM. LIy LIy ocTonmbGeHen: MHOTO JIeT OH He BHUel, 4To0w A FOaHb
TaK UCKPEHHE CMEeSJICH.

— TBou paHbl 3aKuUNMU? — BAPYT BCrioMHUT L[y X9HTAail, KaK CMEPTHUK KOT'TIa-TO 3aKPHIUI ero co60M oT
cTpentl B lI3gHHaHU.

— A... Ta pana? OHa gaBHO 3axwumna, — oTBeTW LIu 1Iu, MOrpy3uBIIKCH B BOCTIOMUHAHUS 00 UX
nepBoy BcTpede. OTBETUI OH Ha aBTOMaTe, HO I'Jla3a ero HEeBOJIbHO APOrHy/U. bena: mpam Ha
IIpaBoOM IIjiede ObIT CIMIIKOM 3aMeTeH. Ecliu X0391H y3HaeT, OH HAaYHET AOIbITHBATHCS — YTO TOTTA
OTBEYAaTh?

Llu X9HTaii yTOBUII 9TOT MOMEHT 3aMenlaTeIbcTBa. OH MOTALIWII €T0 B KOMHATY, PEIINUB, YTO
CMEPTHUK He yMeeT 3ab0TUTHCS 0 cele.

Betlep YXKe Cryliajicsda, U COJIHIIE, ellle HEJABHO IIbJIaBIlIee OrHeM, YTOHYJIO 3a TOPU30HTOM, OCTABUB
JIMIIEH OCTHIBAIOIINHI OpaH}KeBHﬁ CBET. CTpa}KHI/IKI/I B TEHHU C YOUBJIEHHEM Ha6mo;1am/1, KaK UXx My;[prfI
1 BOMHCTBEHHBIM I'OCIONWH CHOBA TAIIAT CMEPTHHUKA B CIIAJIBHIO. ‘-IeTBepo CTpa}KefI Ha KPG&IIIe
00MEeHSITHCh IIOHMMAIOIIMMMHU B3TJIAgaMHK: OTHOIIEHHUA I'OCIIOJVHa U CMEPTHHKaA OBLIH IIpEeKpPaCHEIMHU.



IToxoxke, cerogHs HOYbIO X035IUH CHOBA 6YI[eT MUJIOBATH CBOETO I/I36paHHI/IKa, a UM, CTOAIINM Ha
IIOCTY K IIOOCJIIYHIMBAIOIIUM, IIPUOETCA HEJIETKO — JIy4Ilie OTOMTH HONAJIBIIIE,

Panwt Ha Tene [u Llu maBHO 3aXKWIIM, HO OCTAJIUCh IIpaMbl. Ha 0060ux miedax — 3aMeTHHIE CIIe[IH:
creBa mpam Owla O0JIBINE, CIIPpaBa — MOJIOfast KOXKa BRITIAMesna cTpanHo. 1u Ly He xoTen, yToOn! Lu
X9HTayu HayaJj M0g03PeBarTh.

Pa3Be Ly XaHTail ocTaBuI OBl IIIAHC CIIPSATATLCA? 3aTaIUB €0 B KOMHATY, OH TYT XKe IIPUHSJICS
CHUMaTh C HEro BepXHUM Xaar.

— YTo TH menaelb... — BuigoxHyn Ly Ly, Xanmat yxe ObUI CHAT, OH CTapascs BTSHYTh XKUBOT, XOTS
TOT IIOYTU He BHIEJISICS.

— [IpoBepsito TBOM panel, — L1 X9HTal IOMOJIUaJs, ¥ €r0 oJI0C CTajl XOJIOOHEIM, ITepeis Ha
IIpUKa3Hou ToH: — Tebe jIydllle COTPyIHUYATE, UHAUe... 9Ta ofexknaa Tebe 0oblle He ITOHALOOUTCS.

Crouso eMy IpefCcTaBUTh, Kak CMEPTHHUK II0CJIe yXofa He 3aboTumncs o cebe, KaK paHbl BOCIIAJISINCE,
— ero cepplie CKUMaJIoCh OT 00JIH U COXKaJIeHHS.

Korga IIu 1Iu onmoMHUIICS, HAa HEM OCTaJIach JUIIb HUXKHSSA pybaxa.

— A-IOaHb, paHa 1aBHO 3aXujia, — CKa3aj OH, — IIPOCTO OCTAJICA IIpaM, HEKPaCUBHIN, —
npobopMoTan OH, 3aNKuHasCh. — He CMOTpHU, — OH OTBeJ B3IJIAL.

[lu X9HTal pa3xkall HaxMypeHHbIe OPOBH:

— MHe n1eBaTh Ha TBOM IIpaMbl. — TyT XkKe M0oxKaneB 0 CKa3aHHOM, OH 100aBUJI, ONIPaBALIBASICh: — 1
¥MeJl B BUly, YTO B PE3UEHIINY II0JTHO JIEKapCTB, KOTOPEIE UX YOEPYT.

— IIpaBma? A-FOaHb, MHE HYKHO XOTs OBl (hjTakKOHYHMK, — mogyMan Lu Iu. Ecimu o yOeper mpaM ¢
IIPABOro Ijleda, ero UCTUHHAS JIMYHOCTh He 6yIeT pacKphITa — BOT yaada!

B xon1ie KoH1os, LIy LIy moka3as 1eBoe IjIed0 ¢ OTYETIUBLHIM pyO1IoM Ha OleqHON KOXKe.

— He Bonnyiics, nocie Ma3u LIpamMa He ocTaHeTcss, — LIy X3HTal IOMOI CMEPTHUKY OHEThCH,
YYBCTBYS, KaK IIEMUT CepAIe.

— M-M, — Ilu Llu He GECTIOKOHUIICS O IIpaMe, OH caM GBI TeKapeM ¥ 3HaJl, KakK ero CBeCTH.

OHM IpoBeNy BMeCTe HEMHOTO BpeMeHH, HO TYT IPUIIUIH IOAYNHEHHbIEe — MIPUIIJIO IIUCHMO OT
resepasna Bana, u Llu X3HTa10 OIpULITIOCh YUTH II0 AejaM.



YBupes, uto Lu XsuTau ymen, Ly Lu TyT Ke 3aBanuics crnath. [I0CKOIBKY B IMPOLIJILIM pa3 OH UCYe3
13 KyIaJIbHY, B 9TOT pa3 JBOPEIKUH IpuKa3a HabpaTh Bogy mpsiMo B KoMHaTe. Llu Lu Ob110 BCE
PaBHO — OH OBICTPO MTOMBIJICS ¥ JIeT cuaTh. [lu X3HTaM ke He CTAaHEeT TAIllUTh eTro Kyma-To eme? Ot
BEUYEepHero IOoLeIys I3bIK [0 CUX II0P CJIeTrKa IIoKaJsbiBaio, ¥ B gyuie Lu [y nogHMManock CTpaHHOE
YyBCTBO, 3-3a KOTOPOI'0 EMY XOTEJIOCh CIIPATATHCH.

HOSTOMY, Korga [Iu XsHTal 3aKOHYUI Aefla 1 BEPHYIJICA, HadesdACh Ha COBMECTHOE KyIIaHHE, OH
06Hapy}KI/IJ'I, 4YTO CMEPTHHUK KPEIKO CIIUT, 3aKyTaBIIUCE B O1E€AIIO0.

Llu XaHTail He MMOBEPUJI, UTO TOT 3aCHYJI — OH 3HaJl, KaK YyTKO CIIUT CMePTHUK. OH HApOYHO TKHYII
€ro B IIeKy, HO TOT JIMIIb ITOMOPIIUIICS ¥ OTMaxHyJIcs. [Toxoxke, ¥ IpaBaa yCHYIL.

He tepsist Hamexknawl, LIy XoHTal MpUITOKHUI IIajel] K ero rybaM. CMepTHHUK 3aBOpoyYarscs, o01u3an
majiell ¥ OTBEPHYJICA K cTeHe. [ledcTBUTENbHO, YCHYI. KHI3b YaH ¢ qocanoi puBen ce0s B IOPSIOK
U 3ajie3 K CMEPTHHUKY B IIOCTEIb.

)%k
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Cnyxu 0 TOM, 4TO KHs13b U9H OepeT HaJI0XKHHUIY, Ha CIedyollee YTPO Pa3HEeCIUCh 110 BCel CTONHUIIE.

B pesupeHnuu KHs39 U9H JBOPEUKUN PACIOPSIAUIICS PACCTETUTL KOBPHI, IIOBCIONY 3alleCTPEeu
KpacHble uepornudul «CyacTbe», a KpaCHbIe LIEJTKOBEIE 3aHABECH CO3jaBaii MPa3gHUYHYIO
atMmocdepy. [JBopenkuii 00bSIBUTI, YTO B IeHb CBabOBI BCE CIYTH IOIy4aT MpubaBKy K KaJlOBaHbIO 3a
1I0JIrofa, ¥ Bce ObUIM BHe ce0s OT PafoCTU. YBUOEB OJAPKY, IPUTOTOBIEHHEIE X03IUHOM — IISITHCOT
II3UHEN 30J10Ta, OeCATh THICSAY JITHOB cepebpa, MIeCThOEeCAT JIolIafeil, ThiCa4a 0TPe30B IIeJIKa,
TPUALATH TP U3MENUS U3 HeppuTa, TpU HePPUTOBHIX Ke371a U OeCYNCIEeHHEIEe IPATrOleHHOCTH — BCe
IIPOHUKIIUCH TPETIETOM Tepen OyayInel cynpyroy KHsI3s.

CaHOBHUKH, y3HaB 0 KeHUTHOe, ObIIM ImopakeHbl. OHY IEPEIIENTHBAINUCH: «ITO [0Yb TOTO-TO?»,
«MoxkeT, BHy4Ka rocrnoauHa 4YxaHa?». Bce MeTanuce, Kak MypaBb Ha TOpsidell CKOBOPOAKE,
IILITASsICh BRISSICHUTH ITpaBAy. Bemb YsH-BaH paKTHUECKHU yKe IIPaBUII CTPAHOM, Yepe3 NecsTh IHEN OH
CTAHEeT UMIIePaTOPOM, a 3HAYHUT, Ta, Ha KOM OH KEHUTCS, CTaHeT OymyIel X03sWKo# rapemMa!

[TycTh 3TO OBLTAa HAJOXKHUIIA, & He 3aKOHHAS XeHa, HO BeIb 3a CTOJILKO JIeT KHA3b HU K KOMY He
TIPOSIBIISITT MHTEPECA, XOTS BCE IHITATUCh MIOACYHYTh €My CBOUX modyepei. Ta, KTO CTaHeT
HaJIOXKHUIEH, pakTudecku obpeTasa CTaTyC UMIEPATOPCKOM HATOXKHHUIIEL.

Llu XoHTal, CTaTHBIA U KPACUBHIN, ObII 3HAMEHUTHIM KpacaBileM YxkaHb0ao, K TOMY XKe Bafien
HeTIpeB30iiIeHHEIM 00eBEIM MaCTEPCTBOM — pa3yMeeTCs, OH OBIJT MyKYMHOM MEUTHI I BCEX
IeByIIeK, ¥ BeCTh O eT0 cBafgb0e pa3bua cepflia 1o BCcell CTpaHe.



YHMHOBHUKHU U3 Opyrux l'IpOBI/IH].II/Iﬁ CIIEIITHO C06I/IpaJ'II/ICI:> B CTOJINIYy, HO UX Cepala OBITIM HECITOKOMHEI
— BPpEeMEHHU OBIIIO CIIMIIIKOM MaJjio. MM 0CTaBasioCh JIUIIhL COXKaJIeTh, 4TO CBaJZ[B6y HE Ha3HA4HUJIU Ha
JE€Hb KOPOHAIluK, TOrda OBl OHU YCII€JIX IIOATOTOBUTE MMOOaPKH.

HepmaBHo cTonuila Ha4yasla BO3BpallaThCA K IIPOLIBETAHHUIO, W IIOCJIE HOBOCTEM 0 CBaI[bﬁe naxe
3aKPBIThIE JIABKW OTKPEIJIMCH, HAOEACh Ha BOJIHE IIPA3OHKWKA IIOIIPABUTE O€EIa. HCHHBJ’IOY TOZXK€E HaBeJla
IIOPsAOOK U OTKPEIJIACK. Anteka Mso1355Ha CHOBa 3apa60TaJIa, 'ao Haub IIprBE€3 HEMAJIO MECTHBIX
AOUKOBHWH, W [eJia IMOIUIJIX JIY4YIIe IIPEeXKHET 0.

Ha paccBete nuila Bcex oOuTaTenei pe3uieHIuy CUsIN yapl0KaMy. 3a CTeHaM# IBOpPa, o[
BeTywUM AepeBoM, Lu Ll meHnBO HEXKUJICS Ha CONHIE. PAIOM CTOSITT MOJIOOM U O4Y€Hb AEJIOBUTHII
nBopelkuii. bepeMeHHHIM T0e3H0 OLIBATh Ha COMHIE.

[u LIy neHWBO OTKA3aJICs OT MPeJI0kKeHUs JBOPEIIKOr0 IPUMEPUTD CBaieOHbIN Hapsa. Omexaa yxe
OBlyla TOTOBA: [JIMHHBIM KPACHEIM XaJaT C 30JI0TOM BHIIMBKOW «IMapsinye objlaka» Ha BOPOTHUKE,
IIPEKPaCHBIN y30p OPaKOHOB U (DEHUKCOB, CIIOXKHBIN IOSIC C HePPUTOBBIMU 3acTexkKaMu. Hapsp
IIPUHEC/IH B KOMHATY elrle paHblie, ¥ L{u [u yX&Ke ycmen BCE IOTPOraTh.

— I'me xus3? — Lu Lu npuinypuncs. XoTs OH CIaa Tak AoJIro, BEICIIAThCS BCE PaBHO He yaanock. K
TOMY K€ OH CHOBA ITPOT'0JI0flajICsi — CheJl IBOMHYIO IOPIUIO 3aBTPaKa, U BCE PaBHO ORI I'OJIOfEH.

— KHs3b B 3a/1€e COBeIllaHUM, — OTBETHUJI JBOPELIKUM.

C aroii Oymyiei HamoXHuUIEH ObITI0 Hejerko, Bopyas npo cebs [y Banbnu. He xoueT MepuTh
OIeX[y, He X0UeT PereTHPOBaTh 00PSIH — HeyKeNld OH BOOOIEe TOHMUMAET, YTO HOJIKHO
npousoiTu? [y BaHbiau GbIT HENOBOJIEH IEHUBHIM ToBefeHueM Llu Ly, HO TOT yxKe OB ero
TOCIIOOUHOM, TaK YTO BO3pazKaTh OBIIO HEJTh3S.

— Yro Takoe? Eie He mpuMepun? — mnepeq HAMY IOKa3aIuCh YePHbIE CAIlOTH. Y CIBIIIaB 3TOT T'OJI0C,
Lu Ly TyT Ke B30OOPUIICS, BCKOYUI 1 3a0LIT IIPO CONHIIE.

— Kus3s, BEI Kak pa3 BoBpeMsi! — Lu Llu moTep rina3a. OH xoten HauTu Llu XsHTast, HO 60sics
IIOMeIIaTh.

I'namos Ha 3Be37HEIE T'JIa3a CMEPTHHUKA, B KOTOPBIX YU TAJIaCh 6831"paHI/I‘-IHaH IIPpeaaHHOCTh, u X9HTai
OBLI B OTJINYHOM HAaCTPOEHUHM.

— YTo-TO CNTy4ymnnoch? — OH C HETePIEeHKWeM KOajl 3ToM cBafbOwl. ETo He HHTepecoBaiu Opyrue, HO
CMEPTHUK BHI3HIBAJI B HEM XKT'ydee JT000nEITCTBO. KakuM 06pa30oM OH CBsSI3aH C BIIAHEJIbIIEM
Hcsupnoy? OTKyOa y Hero Takve HaBBIKM MAaCKUPOBKH? Kakue ele CIOPIPU3BI OH MPUTOTOBUII?



— IlpuMepb-Ka HapsA, X049y IOCMOTPETh, — cKa3as Llu XaHTaii.

— O... — Iy Iy noCIyIHo KUBHYII.

«THI BeIb TOJIBKO YTO He OBbLI TAKUM CTOBOPYMBHEIM!» — BHYTPEHHE BOMUI ABOpelKuu [y, rasans, Kak
o0a rocrmoguHa yuuiu B KomHaTy. Llu Ilu HpaBuics 3TOT Haps[, HO BCE MPOUCXOAsIIee Ka3alioch
TakKuM HepeanbHBIM. OH? U KHA3b?
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