HpI/IHI_I oﬁnanaeT TIOJIOBHHOM BOEHHOM MOIIIY UMIIEPUU 1 HOJIJIep}KKOfI OoJIbIlIel YaCTH HaCeJIeHus.
Ecnu Pe3kKo IIOUTH C HUM Ha KOH(bJ'II/IKT, 9TO HEMHUHYEMO IIPUBENET K IIOTPACEHUAM B FOCYJIapCTBe!

Te, KTO 1J1€71 CBOM UHTPUTH, IOOCYUTHIBAIIY, KAKYI0 BEITONY MOXKHO U3BJI€Yb U3 3TOU CUTyalluu U
yaacTcs 1 B X0e MIPOTUBOCTOSIHUS UMIIepaTopa U IpHHIla IpubpaTth K pyKaMm 00Jiblile BIacTH U
BIIUSTHUS.

JIrogu ¥3 BOEHHOTO BEJOMCTBa He 3arjaAblBaiy Tak faneko. OHU UMb Pa3MBIIUISAIA O BO3MOXHOCTHU
ycTpaHuTh JIu @351 mom npukpeiTHEM NprHLa. Cyas 1o ero odpuliranbHo 6uorpaduu... 3To Oyger
HEeTpocTo. BripoyeM, Bce OHU KOJJIeTH, U JiIoOoMy mpodeccroHamy cpa3y OpocaeTcs B I'ia3a, CKOJIbKO
B 9TOM Ouorpaduu Gesbix MSITEH.

K Tomy xke, ecTs eme npuHL Jlectep.

... AM ny4iite IpocTO goXKpOaThCs Ipuka3a Ero BenuuyecTtsa uMneparopa.

Tak, cam Toro He Befas, JIu @i YOOCTOMICS IIOYETHREIX TUTYJIOB POKOBOKM KPACOTHL U TYOUTEIIS
rOCyHapCTBa.

I'maBa 22. PeBHOCTD (11 HET?)

JIu @31 pa3MBIIIIAT.
[IpuHI Tak CUJIBHO €ro 3afiefl, ¥ Tellepb, B KaueCTBe KOMIIeHCAlli, CTOUT JIU €My BBIUTU U3 J0Ma,

BBIWTH M3 IOMa HJIN BCE-TAaKM BHIUTH U3 moMa?

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, TOCTIOAWH OyAyIIKil CYIPYT PELIN OCTaThCA B 0COOHSIKE U YCTPOUTH HEOOJIBIIIYIO
pa3BefKy.

Pe3upennus JlecTepa oka3anach COBCEM He TaKOH, Kak npencTasisi cebe JIu ®aii. 3mecs He OBIIO
HU OOIIMPHBIX OBOPLIOB, HY POCKOIIHOTO YyOpaHCTBa. [JoM IIOXOOUI Ha YyTh 00Jjiee KPYIIHbBIM KOTTEXK,
nepern KOTOPBIM KOTHa-TO OBLI MamKuCafHUK, HO IIPUHI] CIUIIKOM [I0JITO OTCYTCTBOBAJI, X IIBETHUK
OTyCTell.

[laxe yMHBIN cafj He YCTaHOBUJIN!

[laxxe yMHOTO ABOPELIKOTO HET!

Iaxe 110 CpaBHEHUIO C 0COOHSIKAMU HEKOTOPHIX CTOIMYHBIX aPUCTOKPATOB 3TOT IOM BBITJISIIUT
CKPOMHO.

ONUTHBEIN areHT CYell 3TO IOJIHBIM CIIyKeOHBIM HeCOOTBETCTBHEM aibIOTAHTa, 0TBEYAIOIIET0 3a OBIT

npuHnal

,]Z[a}Ke €CJIM ThI XOY€eIIb IT0Ka3aTh, YTO Yy TeOsT HEeT aMGI/I]_II/Ifl, He CTOHUT KHUTh B TAKOH nat{yre!



JIyuiu#i crioco0 cupsiTaTh JEPEeBO — MTOCTABUTH €ro B jiecy. [10moOHbIH KeCT MPUHITA, BO3MOXKHO, U
IIPUHECET eMy cllaBy 6epexXuBoro 1 6IM3KOT0 K Hapody YesioBeKa, HO [JIs UMIlepaTopa UMIIepUu
BCE MOKET BHITJIIIETh COBCEM MHAYE.

K tomy xe, ¢ Touku 3penus Jlu Oas, uMnepaTop yxKe ABHO HACTOPOXKEH I10 OTHOLIEHUIO K JlecTepy,
TaK 4YTO BCe ITU YJIOBKUA — MapTHIIIKUH TPYQ!

TeMHOBOJIOCHIM areHT MpPodecCcHoHaTbHBIM B3TJISSAOM OCMOTPEJ IOM IIPUHIA U 00HAPYXKUII YeThIpe
CKPHBITBIE KaMephl BUIeOHAOMIONe NS, CTOMMOCTh KaKI0# U3 KOTOPHIX IMOTSIHYJa Obl Ha MOKYIIKY
LIeJI0M BHUJIJIHL.

OH He TPOHYI UX U laXKe He YIOCTOUII B3TJISIIOM.

OO6HapyKeHHBIN Bpar — yKe He Bpar. B cinyyae HeoOX0OUMOCTHY Yepe3 3TUX MaJIbIIied MOXKHO
nmepenaTh IPOTUBHUKY Ae3UHGOPMALHIO.

A ecnu ux OJEMOHTHPOBATH, KTO 3HAET, I'Ne MOABATCSA HOBEIE?

Pa3mebrmmsiss 06 aToM, JIu @3t molmen 1o IBePH B KOHIE KOPUAOPa.

TuivHa.

B cepptie areHTa BCIBIXHYJIO CTPaHHOE BO30yKOEHNUeE.

OH BCE ellle JeNNT IIpaBa AoCTyna ¢ JlecTepoM, a 3HAUUT, SABISETCS XO3IMHOM 3TOTO JOMa.
Bce nBepu B 0COOHSIKE OTKPBIBAIOTCS Iepe[ HUM aBTOMaTUYeCKH, KpoMe 3TOw!

3a 9TOM OBEPBIO ONPeeIeHHO CKPhIBAaeTCId TalHa MpHHIa!

JIu @311 4yTh IPUNIOAHSAT YTOJIKY I'y0, B ero KoOalbTOBHIX TJla3aX 3aurpad UCKOPKHU.

B KoHIle KOHII0B, IIPUHI] He 3allpellan BXOOUTh B 9Ty KOMHATY, [a U HUKaKOU YMHBIM OBOPELKUU He
IIpefyIpenusl ero, 4YTo BXOJ CI0fia BOCIIPEIIEH. ..

K Tomy xe!

[TpuHn ceiivac 3a ero CIUHOM OTIPaBUICS B 00IBHUIY — SIKOOB HaBECTUTh OOIBHOTO, a Ha fejie —
BCTPETUTLCSA C IPEAIoiaraeMbIM KOHKYPEHTOM HOMep OBa!

OH IpOCTO ClIy4altHO OTKPHLT IBEPb, U €CJIU TaM €CTh YTO-TO HEMPUTJIIAHOE, TO OH BOBCE HE XOTEN
3TOTO BUOETE.
Hawigst mst ce6st Kyuy ompaBmanui, JIu ®aii TOBKO OTKPHIT TEPMUHAT U TYT 2Ke B3JIOMaJl

HMHTEJIJIEKTYAJIbHYIO CUCTEMY YIIPDABJIIEHNUSA TJOMOM.

CYJIH I10 OTBETY T€PMHHAJI4, IBEPb HE OTKPEIBAJIACh dBTOMATHY€CKHU N3-3d HAJIMYUA
OJOIIOJIHUTEJIBHOT'O KOOOBOI'O 3aMKa.



JIn ®3ii mapy pa3 nocTyy4all 10 CBOeMy JINYHOMY TepMUHAaIy, U 3aMOK CMEHUJI CTaTyC C 3aKPBITO Ha
OTKpEITO.

IIBepb OTBOPUIACS.
JIn ®3it CKONMB3HYI BHYTPh, O€CITYMHO ITPUKABIINCEH K CTEHE.
Bompeku ero oxufaHusIM yBUAETh CEKPETHYIO 6a3y, CKia OpyKus WU MeCTO IJIsl TalHBIX X000H,

KOMHAaTa OKa3ajlach 3alloJIHeHa rojorpaduieckoil mpoekiuen 3se3nHoro Heba. OHa Oblyia HACTOJIBKO
peanucTU4yHoOu, 4TO JIu @31 Ha MIHOBEHUe OLIyTHUII CTpaX.

OH CJI0BHO BEPHYJICS B OETCTBO, KOTAa Aper(doBas B ONMHOYECTBE CPeNU 3Be3, OXKUaas
HEBO3MOXKHOTI'O CITACEeHMS, CTyIIasi, Kak cepaiedueHre 3aMeIsieTCsl, ¥ MOJT4a OTCYUTHIBAsI OCTAaTKU
CBOEH XU3HHU...

TeMHOBOJIOCHIH aT€HT C CHJION CXKaJl Kylaku, ORICTPO CTPSIXUBast C ce0s OIlenIeHEeHNeE.

OH oCMOTpEI B IIEHTP — 3TO He OblyIa HacTosIas BecenenHas. B MOMEHT ero 3aMelraTeabCTBa TaM
Me[JIeHHO IIPOSBUIACE ellle OfHa roiorpaMMa — XKeHIIMHA.

KpacHrie BOIOCH, yI0KeHHbIE B BLICOKYIO ITpHYecKy, 60IbIle 0YKY B YepHOU onpaBe. HecMoTps Ha
TO, UYTO OHM CKPHIBAJIU IIpEKpacHoe JINI0, OHU He MOTJIX CIIPSITaTh HEOIUCYEMYIO aypy 9TOU
JKEHIINHEL

JIu @311 ogHAXKAE! CITy4alHOo BUAeEN ee GoTo.

9710 OBLIA rocroxa bens.

Ta camasi XKeHIIMHA, 0 KOTOPOU B HefgpaxX CKPBITOX 3Be3[Abl OT3HIBAJIMCH KakK O KMBOM Hay4YHOM 4yIe.
Ha sTol ronorpaMmMe OHa CMOTpPeJia C TAKOW HEXKHOCTBIO, UTO B €€ Ijla3aX, Ka3alaoCh, Mepllanu
3Be3[IHl JII00BH.

[Tpoeknus Obla 3anucaHa 3apaHee. 2KeHIIMHA BHTIAAea OleIHOM 1 XPYIIKOH, HO B TO K€ BpeMs

YOUBUTEIHHO CUJIBHOM. ITO 3acTaBuio JIu ®3s1 BCIOMHUTH IPUHITA — BHeIHe 6e300UIHEIN, HO Ha

mene JieB, CIIOCOOHBIM TOMBIMUA PYKaMU YHUUTOXKUTh OTPS MEXaHUYECKUX CTpaxKel, HermobemuMbIi
IIOJIKOBOTeI] Ha 1oJjie 604.

Korga npoeknus crana 4eTKOH, KaK KUBOU 4eJIOBEK, rocroxa bemnp 3arosopura:

— JlecTep, ¢ mBafLaTh CEObMBEIM THEM POXOEHUS. B 3TOM Bo3pacTe, KOToa HacTyMmaeT MpeieTbHbIN
CPOK MJIS1 BCTYIIJIEHUS B OpaK, MaMa HafeeTcs, YTO Thl HalOelb TOro, KTo 6ymeT 3a60TUTHCS 0 Tebe u
mo6uTh TeOs, ¥ MPOXKUBEIb C HUM BCIO XKU3Hb. KOHEUHO, eclii yke Halllen — OyaeT ele aydle.

3aTeM OHa MoJT4a CTOosa, y'J'[bIGaHCB, CJIOBHO JIEMCTBUTEIIbHO BUIETa rnepen cobo¥ CBOEro
OIBAOLaTUCEMHUIIETHET O ChIHA.

Ho Bce 3Hanu, 4To 13-3a HACIEeOCTBEHHOTr0 3a00JIeBaHUs OHA CKOHYAJIach, KOTOa J'IeCTepy OBITIO ATH



JIeT.

JIn ®311 TUXO0 BHIIIEJI U3 KOMHATHL.

OH NOHAJ, T0YeMy IIPUHI] PEII XXUTh UMEHHO 3[€ECh.

Takas MoIIHAs cHcTeMa ronorpaduueckoi MpoeKIuy HaBepHsIKa Obljla BCTPOEHA B KOHCTPYKIIHIO
goMa. Bo3MOXHO, 3TO MecTo, rae JlecTep KuJI BMECTE C MaTephbio B IETCTBE.

Ecnu npuHI] HACTOIBKO AOPOXKUT IPOIILIM, CYIIeCTBOBaHKE 3TOM KOMHATHL B HY2KHBIM MOMEHT
MOKET CTaTh OTIMYHBIM KO3BIPEM.

Opuako JIu @310 X0TEJIOCH, YTOOBI 3TOT Hy}KHLIﬁ MOMEHT HUKOT'Jd HE HAaCTYIIHXIJIL.

Haxe y Takux OeccepieyHbIX U IMHUYHBIX JIIOAEeH, KaK BRIXOAIH 13 CKPHITOM 3Be3MHl, B INyOHHE
IYIIY BCETHA €CTh YEPTa, KOTOPYIO OHU HE XOTSAT IIEPEeCTyIaTh.

)%k

Korga J'IeCTep TOJIKHYJI ABEPE IIaJIaThI, KOE-KTO CTOAJI JINIIOM K KOMHATe, YIIEPEBIINCh HOTaMH B
IMIOOJOKOHHHUK, 1, CZKHMaAd B PYKe CBA3aHHYIO M3 IITOP 1 HpOCTBIHefI BEPEBKY, T'OTOBUJICA IIPEITHYTH
BHHM3 B 103€ TAKTUYECKOI'O0 OTCTYIIJIEHU .

OHu cMOTpenu ApyT Ha Apyra HecsATb CEKYH].

— JTO0 OBaALATh BOCEMOU 3Taxk, — JIecTep 3aKpHUT 3a Co00# IBeph ¥ OECCTPACTHO MPOU3HEC.

— dcuoe meno! IToaTomy s coOupasics MPLHITHYTh Ha OBAAIATh MIECTOM 3TaXk B ITyCTYIO MalaTy, a yKe
oTTyma cOexaTh, — ObicTpO Bhimanuia FOHb BuHb, HO TyT &Ke oceKcs ¥ BpaxaeOHo nobasuni: — Kakoe
Tebe meno?!

[Tpunn JlecTep, cTpafjarolinil COLMAaIbHONW HEJIOBKOCTHIO, IIPOCTO CEJI Ha CTYJI AJIs IOCETUTENIEN U C
HefoyMeHueM nmocMortpent Ha FOub buns:

— ...41 Begb HUUETO HE CIIpalIuBall.

HemnoBkas mays3a.
[TarueHT B O0JILHUYHOM IHXKaMe He BhIlepKas U 3aKalllIsIcs:

— 3aueM T nputen? CobupaenIbes MOCMesIThCS Hago MHOM WU HOJIOKUTH OXPAaHHUKAM 3a JIBEPEIO,
KaK TOJIbKO § ITOTIBITal0Ch cOexkaTh? ['0BOpH, UTO HYKHO, U IIPOBaikBak!



Jlectep, 0 OOBIKHOBEHUIO NIPOITyCKas MUMO yIIe# TO, YTO He TOHUMAJI, IPSIMO OTBETHII:

— 4 npuiten U3BUHUTHCSA Teper To0oi oT nura JIu das.

OH TONBKO YTO OBUT B BOEHHOM MUHUCTEPCTBE M BHISICHUII, YTO y JIu @35 eCTh UL [BA MY TH
IIONIaCTh B UMIIEPCKYIO apMUI0.

[TepBEIfl — IOCTYNIUTH B BOEHHYIO aKaJeMUIo U IPOUTH 00bYHEI TyTh. Ho 00y4yeHue 3aHUMaeT He
MeHee TpexX JIeT.

Jlectep BcnoMHUJI, KaK JIu @3t ObUT OlepKUM JOCTYIIOM K JIbBUHOMY CEPHIly — TPU rofia Ojisi Hero
SIBHO CJIMILKOM JOJITUY CPOK.

[TosToMy IpuUHI, faxe He [TO03peBas, UTO ero U30paHHUK yKe CaMOCTOSITEIbHO [TOJIyYUs BCe IIpaBa
[OCTYyIIa, IIOAyMajl O BTOPOM IIyTH.

Berynutes B KOponieBCcKyo IrBapauio.

OTOT IyTh OOBIYHO KCIIOJIb30BAIM aPUCTOKPATH A7 IPOMBUXKeEHUS 110 ciiyxk0e. Cucrema

peKomeHnauHﬁ He OIrpaHHW4YMBaJla KaHOUOATOB, MOZXKHO OBIIIO PEKOMEHOOBAThk KaK BOEHHEIX, TaK 1
T'PDaXOaHCKHUX. ITocre 3auncCeHus YeI0BeK Cpa3y II0JIy4daJ CTaTyC BOEHHOCIIyZKalllero.

KoporneBcKyto rBapauio KOTHa-TO Ha3kIBaId MUHHATIOPHON MOJEJIBIO BEICIIETO 00MIeCTBa UMITEPUH.
OpmHaKo 10CJie BOCIIECTBHS Ha IMIPECTOJI uMIepaTopa MHrpsMa, mpu moagepKKe CBOero opara
Jlectepa, OblIa BBeIeHA CUCTEMa BOGHHBIX CTAHOAPTOB. KaxK[bll rof MPOBOAKUIIACh aTTECTALIUS, U
€CJIA pe3yabTaT OBl HUXKe YCTAaHOBJIEHHOTO YPOBHS, CJIeI0OBaJI TePeBOJI UIIK OTCTABKA.

Inst rBapOuy YCTAHOBUIM YPOBEHb B — BTOPO# 110 CII0KHOCTHU BO BCEM UMIIEPUH. ITO OTCESIIO
MHOTHUX 06e3[1eJTbHUKOB.

OpHaKo u3-3a MOMYyCTUTENIbCTBA UMIIepaTopa BIUSHUE CeMbA MaHTHHH B I'BapAUU 0CTaBaI0Ch
orpoMHEIM. [ToaToMy FOHE BuHb cpa3y noHsn HamepeHus JlecTtepa.

Korpa xKe 3TOT BEICOKOMEDHBIN TUII Hayal YHUXKATHCS pafgy KaKoro-To BEICKOYKY U3 Oegepanuu!

— Xa, TI0X0XKe, Thl OKOHYATEIbHO TTOTEPsT TonoBy! — FOHL BUHE B IPOCTH PacCMeSIICS U TIOMBITAJICH,
KaK 0OBIYHO, MIOIPABUTEL CBOM KYOPH, HO... B IIBIIY THEBA OH 3a0blJI, YTO €r0 103a K 3TOMY He
pacmosaraer... CTOUI0 eMy OTIYCTUTh PYKH, KaK OH PYXHYJ Ha3af.

—m

Bupst, uto FOHR BUHB BOT-BOT IIPEBPATUTCS B JIEMeEIIKY, JlecTep MIHOBEHHO ITepeMaxHyIl yepe3
KpOBaTh ¥, HABA/IMBIIKUCh Ha ITOJJOKOHHUK, CXBAaTUI €TI0 3a PYKY.

lHyM B IIaJIaT€ BCTPEBOZXKMUII OXPAaHHUKOB. Onu BOPBAJIMCh BHYTPL U YBUOEIIHA, KAK TpeTI/IfI IIPUHIT



HMMIIEPHUHU BUCHUT Y OKHA, IePZXKa 3a PYKY UX MOJIOOOTO IrOCIIOgXHA.

CreoM Bce YCIIBIIIaa 3HaKOMBIN XPYCT.

— A-a-a! Jlectep, s Te0s...!!!

— IIpuBBEIYHLBIN BHIBUX, — PaBHOAYIIIHO CKa3asl Bpay, HajeBas 3alllUTHHIM KOCTIOM U BIIPABIISASA PYKY
IOnp Buxio.

Kak Bpau mepBo# BOeHHOM OOIBHUIIE, OH Cpa3y MOHSII, YTO ITPOU30IILIIO.

OuepenHas moneITKa mobera. HUKTO U3 9THX BOEHHBIX HE XOUET CITIOKOMHO JIEYUTHCS.

Bpau nmocmoTpes Ha I0HOTO FOCIIOAWHA U3 CeMbM MaHTHUH B3TJISIAOM, IIOJTHBIM KaI0CTH K €ro
YMCTBEHHBIM CIIOCOOHOCTSIM.

— BriBux — He 6071€3HB, a BOT TJIYIIOCTh 40 HoOpa He moBemeT. IIpoBanuBaiTe O0TCIONA, TOKa MOXKeTe!

Onb bune: — ...

— JlecTep, TH ¥ TBOWM CYIPYT, BBl Y MEHS elle HoXKIeTech!

)%k

Korga mpuHII BEpHYJICS HOMOM, OH BCE elle YyBCTBOBAJ ce06st BUHOBATHIM mepeq JIu Oaem.
Pyka FOub buns cHOBa BblIETENA, ¥ KorAa JIu @31 BCTYIUT B TBapAUIo, 10PA MaHTHUH TOYHO HE

OCTaBHUT 3TO IIPOCTO TakK.

JIu @311, KOTOPHIM yKe YCIeJl CHOBa 3alepeTh Ty CaMylo KOMHATY U Tellephb CULeNl B TOCTUHOM,
n3o0paxas HeBUHHOCTh, YBUAEN, KakK JlecTep BXOOUT B IOM, CJIOBHO ITOOUTHIN JIEB.

— Bare BricouecTB0?

J'[eCTep C YyBCTBOM BHUHEI C€JI HAITPOTHUB U KPATKO HU3JIOXKUJI CYTh:

— 4 xogun u3BUHUTHCA nepen MariopoM IOHL BuHeM, HO CHOBa ciioMas eMy PYKY.

JIn @311 pemu, 4TO BCE MOHS!

JlecTepy He ymanoch MpUBIeYs CEMbI0 MaHTHMH, ¥ TIOMBITKA IPUMUPEHUS MTpoBanuiack! IToxoxe,
smopa MaHTHUH BHIOpAJT CTOPOHY UMIIepaTopa.



A puHI IpHULIesT COBETOBATHCA C HUM, a He ¢ [lanapom!

JIn ®sit BHyTpH Ccebsi TUKOBAII.
9TO MepPBHIH IIAT K TOMY, YTOOHI CTATh JIABHOW OIIOPOM IpuHIA B 60pb0e 3a TpoH!
ApwroTadT [lanap nycTs UOET B OTCTaBKYy!

— He ctout nepexuBats, Jlectep. B uMnepuu eCcTh He TOJIBKO MapKu3 MaHTHUH. EClIu rOBOPUTE O
CTapUHHBIX apHCTOKPATUYECKUX POMax, pa3Be He eCTb Mapku3 Lleimon?

JlecTep OTKPHIT POT, He 3Has, KaK 00BbSICHUTH, UTO, XOTSI MapKu3 LIeHIoH BRITISIOUT DOOPOOyIIHEe
IrPO3HOr0 MaHTHUHA, Ha [eJle OH KyMa OlacHee.

K Tomy ke ceiH Mapku3a, Humnap LleinoH, HeHaBUIUT ero elre O0osbine, yeM KOHb BuHE.

JlecTep nuiib TUXO KOOABUI:

— Mapku3s LleisnoH... He OUeHb MEeHS XKaJyer.

[TpunIr mpu3Hascs cebe, 4To He TIOOUT BO3BPAIATLCS HA POIHYIO IIaHETY. 31eCh ero MaTh, OpaT u
HEBECTKA, HO OH YYBCTBYET B3TJISIIbl CTOJIUYHOM 3HATH.

9To Gbiyta uHTYHUUS Jlectepa.

CoBHO OH — pefKUil U KpaCUBLIN 3BEPb, a UX BOCXUILEHNUE, JTI0O0Bh, 3aBUCTH U 371008 OCHOBAHH Ha
TOM, YTO OH He TaKOU, KakK OHH.

— JlecTep, He BOJHYUCA.

JIu @311, yelt POKyC BHUMaHUS JaBHO YyIIeNl B CTOPOHY YePHOU [BIPH, BHE3AIIHO IIOAAJICS K IIPUHILY,
TIOJIOXKUJI PYKY €My Ha TIJIeYH, ¥ er0 B3TJISM CTajl HeBEPOSITHO HEXKHBIM.

— To, uto cempu llennon 1 MaHTHUH BpaXayIOT, U3BECTHO faxe MHe, Beixofuy u3 ®eneparuu. [Toka
€CThb TPeIlrHa, eCTh MMPOCTPAHCTBO [JIT MaHeBpa. B aToi cTonmuile Mbl ¢ TOO0M BMECTE.

[To3BosIE MHE ITOMOYb T€0E CKUHYTh 9TOT'0 UMIIEpaTopa!

JlecTep cMOTpen Ha PYKH, NexKallye Ha ero mnievyax — KU3SIIHble, KpacHBLIE ... PELIUTENIbHEIE, HE
3HaMIIKe CTpaxa.

OH, KaXXeTCs, HUKOTIa He IIPUBLIKHET K BHE3AITHKIM IIPOSIBIEHUSIM HEXKHOCTHU CBOETO OyIyIIIero
cynpyra. [IpuHII-TIOMUIOP MEXaHUYECKH KUBHYI:

— Ecmu 4T0-TO HOHaJZ[O6I/ITCH, TOBOPH MHE.



OH yKe IIOOyMBIBAJI O TOM, YTOOBI CAaMOMY ITepeBecTHCh B KOpoiIeBCKy0 rBapanio Ha IOCT
T7ITaBHOKOMAaHAYIOIIEero, YTOOk 3aIlUTUTh CBOETO CYIIpyTa.

[TpuHIT coBCceM 3a0bliT, YTO, BOUIS B Pa00YHN PeXKUM, OH CTAHOBUTCS XOJIOOHEE JIbIaA.

2KeHUXu CYaCT/IMBO (XOTS U II0 COBEPIIEHHO PAa3HBIM II0BOAAM) IIPUIIIIKA K COTJIACHIO.
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VimnepaTpuiia Bupa ¢ ynei6koit oOHMMana Kora, 4bu MaaxuTOBHIE I'J1a3a CY3UJIUCh, TS Ha
BOIIIEMIIIEro uMIepaTopa Marpsma.

ToT TONBbKO 4TO BRIOpAJICS C 3acefaHus U YBUMEI neper co00it KapTUHY «AGCOTIOTHHIN ai».
KoT 3eBHYII, CIPHITHYJ C KOJIEH UMIIEPATPULIHI ¥, BEJTMYECTBEHHO YCEBIIKCH Ha MOy, YCTAaBUIICS Ha

Ero BenuyecTtBo. MHIpaMy Ha CeKyHAY II0Ka3al0Ch, YTO IIepef; HUM He XXUBOTHOE, a Ta caMas
BeJIMKas XKeHIIWHA, KOTOPOU 60JIblile HET B KUBHIX.

— YeM TH HELOBOJIEH B BrIOOpe cymnpyra Ans Jlectepa? — KOT HaKJIOHWUI T'OJIOBY, U €T0 XBOCT
U30THYJICS KpacuBou gyrou. — M? UHrpam?
VMmnepaTop yKpangKo# B3TJISHY Ha JTI00UMYIO CYIPYTY.

Ona IIpoaoizKajla y'J'IbI6aTI;>C${, Jaze He IIbITasCh IIOMOYb €MY BEIIYTATHCA U3 CUTYAIIUN.

HmnepaTop uMIlepuy TOKOPHO Ipucen nepen Kotowm:

— TIpoucxoxaeHue 3TOro demepana CIUIIKOM TOJ03PUTENIBHO. I He 0 ero CTaTyce BOEHHOTO
IpPecTyIHUKa Knacca A. Ero 3amucu o criyx6e B apmuu Oefepaliiyi MECTaMU MTOJ03PUTENIBHO
HOPMAJIbHBL. {1 TIOCHIIA JII0feH TPOBEPHUTH, ¥ 0KA3aIoCh...

— WHrpaM, KeM Thl MEHS CUUTaelllb? — YePHBIM KOT COelall HECKOJIBKO IIaroB BIIEpeN, IOI0KUI
IepefHyue Nanbl Ha KOJIeHW UMIIEpaTopa ¥ CEPbe3HO MPOU3HEC.

— 9.

— Tot gymaets, st OBl He 3aMeTHIa TAKUX OYEBUIHBIX ITPOPEX?

— Her...

— 3anucu JIu @351 UMEIOT CTPAHHOCTH, ITOTOMY 4YTO OH ujieH CKPBLITOM 3Be3[H. f 3Hama 00 3TOM ellle

OO0 TOI'0, KaK BbIIaJla 6paque CBUOETEJILCTBO.

ViMmepaTop mepecTa 3auKaThCs ¥ BHITApalluI I'a3a:



— Yto?! ToT OTpsO cyMacClIefiunx?

XBocT KoTa BHE3aIIHO YAJIUHUIICS ¥ C TPOMKHUM XJIOIIKOM XJIECTHYJI UMIIEPATOpa IO JIUIIY.
— Eme 651 Tebe Ha3bIBaTh UX CyMacUIeomIuMu!
Kot sipocTHO 3acTyyar janaMu Io mojuy.

— Hy u uto, uTo oH U3 CKprITOM 3Be31b? OH HE ITOA03PEeBaET BCEX BOKPYT, He BeOeT cels Kak ex C
uronkamu! ITocMOTpY Ha HETO: HEXKHBIM, BHUMaTEIbHbIM, TOHUMatouuii. K JlecTepy OTHOCHUTCSI Kak
HaJ0: T1e HYKHO — YCTYIIUT, I'le HYy2KHO — MPOSIBUT TBEPHAOCTh, Te HYKHO — OKPYXKUT 3a00TOo#!

— [Touemy THI caM He 3agyMaelnbca?! YcTaHaBIUBaTh I0BAapOB Ha JIbBUHOE CepAlle — [0 TaKOro
nonymaThcs! JIu ®ait 3a60TUTCS 0 3MOPOBOM IuTaHuu Jlectepa, a Thl, 6paT, YTO TBOPHUILIL? X0Yelllb
OTKOPMUTE €r0 10 COCTOSAHUS IIapa U CBUHbU?!

Kot rimy6oKo B3moxHY1. X0TSI eMy He Hy2KHO OBLIO ABIIIATh, OH YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO 6€3 3TOT0 He
BHIPA3UTh BCIO CTEIIEHb €r0 THEeBa.

— A npuBeTCTBeHHas BeueprUHKa B KOCMOTIOPTY? YTO 3T0 3a UpK? B mpouiikie rofgsl 1agHo, HO B
3TOM rofy maxe B3pwIB! THI Befb 3HAJ, YTO TaM OyAyT MPoOIeMbI?

ViMmepaTop OTKPHLT POT, YTOOR BO3Pa3uTh, HO XBOCT KoTa ocTaBuUI Ha MOy I'TyOOKUM Cief.

— MomnuaTts! Korma aTo KoponeBckas reapaust paboTaia Tak onepaTuBHO? U Ha Tebe, u Ha Bupe
OBLIM 3alUTHEIE YCTPOMCTBA, BHIXOAAINNE 3a PaMKU 00bIYHOTO0. TH IyMaelllb, s He 3aMeuy?

KoT HepBHO 3ax0Au B3af-BIepeq.

— Ecnu Ob1 He He00X0OUMOCTH CBagbOLI B XpaMe BOOEl — a 9TO OBINIO XKejnaHue X03siuHa — 5 Obl
npennoydsia, 4To0wl JlecTep, Kak ¥ ero CeCTPHI, OCTAJICS XKUTh B XaOTUYHOM CEKTOpe 3Be3[!
HMnepaTop, IpPUKPHIBas I'1a3a, pa3gpaxKeHHble HCKYCCTBEHHOU KOIIauybel MIEPCThI0, He yOepKacs:
— Ho kak xe Tak?!

— A noyemy HeT?
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