[T9THO OT YMIKM-MacJsa Ha CIiuHe ObIJIO CIMITKOM OosbimuM, ¥ TaH Cu He mocMesa HafleTh BEPXHIOIO
omexny, 00s1Ch ee UCIAaYKaTh, 671aro B TAKCH OBIJIO OTHOCUTEIHHO TEIIJIO.

OnHako o Jopore ee BCe PABHO TaK IPOCKBO3WIIO, UYTO OHA HEBOJILHO CHEXKUIIACh OT X0JI0Ma, @ HOC U
PYKH IOKPaCHEJH.

Tan Cu OTKpHITIA IBEPh, TOBECHIIA IAJIbTO ¥, CTOUIIO e TOMHSATh B3TJIAM, YBUOESIA Ha IUBaHe
JKEHIMHY, KoTopas ¢ 60KajloM KpacHOTO BHHA B pyKe YILIOKOM CMOTpesia Ha Hee.

— Cecrpuna... — ry6nl Tan Cu 3apmpoxkanu. OHa HUKaK He oxkupmana, uto ba# FO#, roBopuBIas, 4To
BEPHETCS TOJIbKO Be4epOM, OKaxKeTCs loMa B TaKOe BpeMsi.

— IMomoiimu. — Bait Ot omycTuna 6okan u moManuia TaH Cu maibleM.

Tan Cu mOCNyIIHO IOOIIIa, HO He OpoCcHiiach, Kak 00BIYHO, JTACTsACh B 00bsATUSIX bait IO, a nuib
IpHCcesa mepeq Hel Ha KOPTOYKYU U B3siJIa 3a MPOTSIHYTYIO PYKY.

B rnazax baiu KOit npoMenbKHYII eiBa YIOBUMBIN OTTEHOK aMonui. OILIyTUB XO/IOf ee MaibleB U
TJISIs HA MMOKPACHEeBINNe HOC U IIeKH, OHa 00XBaTHIIA PYKU AEBYIIKYA 00eMMU JTagOHSIMU U IIPUHSIIACh
0epexkHO PacTUPATE:

— Ha YIIUIe BEOb HE TaK YK XOJIOOHO, KaK Thl YMYIOPHUIIACh TaK BbIMep3Hy'TB?

Tan Cu 3aKycuia HUXKHIOW ry0y u mpoMosndana. Ee mokpacHeBIINY KOHYUK HOCA, IIEKH U BIIaXKHbLIE
OT JIETKOTO ITOKYCHIBaHUS T'YObI IIPUaBaii MUJIOBUOHOMY JTMYUKY 0COOEHHO KaJIOCTJIUBLIM BUI.

I'naps va Tan Cu, Bau I0i1 mouyBCcTBOBAasIa, KakK B Ipynu pa3nuBaeTcs Temio. OHa IPUTSHYyIa
IeBYLIKY K cebe, ycaxuBasi K cebe Ha KOJIeHH, CBOOOIHOM PYKOM yXBaTuIa 3a MOA00PONIOK, JIETOHBKO
Tor1aXkuBasi, ¥ Iofasach Blepes, IOCTeIeHHO NPUOIuXKasiCch K TEM MaHSIMUM ryfaM.

K ee Heoxugannoctu, Tan Cu OTBEPHYJIACh, YKIIOHASCH, BBICBOGOJII/IHa PYyKHu U3 ee JIETKOro XBaTa U
YYTh-4yThb OTTOJIKHYJIA €€ 3a IIJIEYH, IBHO BEIKA3bIBad HEKOTOPOE COIIPOTHUBIIEHNE.

— Mm? — Bau O He cTana HacTauBaTh, JIXIIb IOOHAIA B3rIan Ha Tax Cu.

Tan Cu nmogHsinachk ¢ koneH Ba#t KO# 1, 60sCh HeJOTIOHUMAHUS, TYT Ke ITOBEPHYJIAch, YTOORI
O0BSICHUTB:

— Mo ofmexma ucmadkasnaach, f 0010Ch KCIIAaYKaTh CeCTpuiy, IIo3ToOMYy...

Bai1 IO11 yxe 3aMeTusna naTHO Ha cuvHe TaH Cu — OHa yJIOBUJIa 3TOT 3alax, efBa IpruKa3alla



IeBYIIKe MMOJOWTH, HO pelnuna, uTo Tan Cu mpocTo moobefana 4eM-TO OCTPHIM, U He IIpumania
3HaueHus. TOIBKO celiyac OHA MOHSTA, YTO UCTOUHUK 3amaxa — Ha CaMoy ofexkae.

— Opexpa... 4To ¢ Hel ciayuunock? — Baut KO mpumnopHsna 60Kan u npuryousa BUHO.

— CryyaiiHo 3amena, — Tan Cu omycTuia ria3a u 3aKycusna ryoy.

— Mwm? CnyyaiiHo 3aena? Pa3Be Tak MOXHO 3aeTh? — Baut F0ii mocMoTpesia Ha Hee TAXKeIbIM
B3TJISIIOM, SIBHO He BEPS B 3Ty UCTOPHIO.

[Tpu cny4yaitHOM COIMPHKOCHOBEHUU UM OpPHI3Trax MSITHO HE MOTJIO JIeYb BePTUKAIbHOM MTOI0COH,
3[eCh XKe SIBHO OBIIO BUIHO, YTO ee 00JIMIIM HAPOYHO.

— Tebs KTO-TO 00UOEn?

Tan Cu 3aKycuia ryoy u He OTBETHIIA.

ban HOu IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha Hee, ee TYGBI IIeBeJIbHYJIUCh, 6YI[TO OHa XO0TeJIa YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO B KOHIIE
KOHITOB OHa ITpOMOJI4alia. B l"J'Iy'6I/IHe €€ I'Jla3 MEJILKHYJIO COYYBCTBHE, IIOCJIE€ YEr0 OHa 3alIPOKWHYIIA
TOJIOBY U CHeJllalia OO0JIBITION TJIOTOK BHHA, 3arijiyliad 3TO MUMOJIETHOE BOJTHEHUE.

YV meBYOHKM CITUIIKOM MSTKUU HpaB U HOOPHIA XapaKTep, ee Tak JIETKO OOUIETh.

— OT0 nyaThe — MI00MMOE U3 TeX, YTO CEeCTPHIla pa3pellaeT MHe HOCUTh. B mKady ecTs elre ogHO
HOBOE, 4... IOUAY IPUMY BaHHY U IIepeofeHych. — XOTs BhIpaxKeHue nuna bait O n3aMeHunoch
MrHOBeHHO, TaH Cu, KOTOpasl He CBOAWIIA C Hee I'Jla3, BCe PaBHO 3T0 3aMeTuna. CxkaB ManbliaMy Kpau
100KH, OHa TUX0 fobaBua:

— WUpu. — Bau 0i1 4yTh 3aMeTHO KMBHYJIA.

IBepb r'TaBHOM CllalibHU 3aKphUTack. bai FOi oTcTaBuia 60Kat, B3sia JieXKaBILIni psigoM TenedoH u
Habpasia HoMep CBOero moMoIHuKa Lsgo JIuns.

— Brisicau-ka... — Ha nonycnose bau FOu BHe3anHO ocekiack. Eil He cnenyerT e3Th B 3T0...

— Bocc? Yto BRISICHUTR? — B TPYOKe pa3macs HeqoyMeHHbIH rojoc 1Is1o JIuHs, Tak u He
[N0XKIOaBIIETOCs OalbHEUIINX YKa3aHUU.

— CXOJ:[I/I... KyIin Tan TaH HECKOJIBKO II/1aThEB.

— Xoporto.



[ToBecus TpyOKy, bait IO gonuia BuHO u3 60Kaja ¥ IOHOIIa K OKHY. Ee B3r1sig moMpayHeI 1oz
CTaTh TOJIbKO YTO MPOOUBILIUMCS MEBIC/ISIM, KOTOPHIM He CJIefjoBasio Obl BOZHUKATD.

Briiins u3 BanHou, Tan Cu mepeofiesiach B TOYHO TaKOe XKe IjaTbe. 3aKPHIB IBEPh CIIaIbHU U MOTHSB
rna3a, oHa yBupmena bau FOu, KoTopas cTosiia y OKHa U KypHuia.

ToHKas maMCKasl curapeTa 3axkaTa B IpaBOM PYyKe, I'la3a CjieTKa IPUKPHITH, BEIPaXKeHue JIila
Hepa3/IN4YMMO, 3aTHIJIOK OTKUHYT Ha CTEHY, AJIMHHASA U3SLIHAS IIes, ¥ B TUIIMHE TOIHUMAaeTCs
TOHKas CTPyXKa [bIMa.

Tan Cu 3amepria. OHa HUKOTI[a Tpexye He BUpelna, uTobwl bait FO# Kypuma npu Hel. PaHblie oHa
yJlaBNvBasa OT Hee 3anax Tabaka, HO cla0bll, CMeIIaHHEBIH C JIETKUM apoMaTOM ajIKorojis — OHa
nyMasa, 4YTO 3TO NPUIENIUIIOCh Ha KaKOM-HUOybh OaHKeTe, U eil B FOJIOBY He IpUXoauo, uro bai I0u
KYpHUT caMa. Temeps Ke CTal0 04eBUAHO, YTO ITOT 3alax UCXOOUT OT CAaMOU KEHIIUHEI, IPUYeM Cyas
10 YBEPEHHLIM [IBUKEHUSIM, KyPUT OHA YK€ NaBHO.

— Cectpuna... — Tan Cu mogorta 651rKe U TUXO IT03Baja ee.

Bait FO#1 oTKphLna ria3a, Ha JHe KOTOPHIX Ha MUT IPOMeJIbKHYIa TocKa. [loBepHyBIIUCh K TaH CH,
OHa IIOCMOTpeJla Ha Hee BCe TeM Xe HeXXHBIM B3TJIA0M, OIIyCTUJIa TJIEIOIIYI0 CUTapeTy U CTPAXHYIa
Telesl B CTOSIBIINM pamoM OyMaXKHBIM CTaKaHUUK, TIOCTIEe Yero JIEHUBO IIPOU3HECTIa:

— ITomrInacs?

— Jla... — Tan Cu He cTaJia IOAXOOUTH CIUIIKOM 0H3K0. JIMIIO ee ciierka IMOKpacHeyo — ee
IIEPIIUIIO B TOPJie, ¥ OHA M30 BCeX CHUJI CTapaach CAepzKaTh Kallleb.

Bai KO#1 He 3aMeTuIa HUYETr0 CTPAHHOI'O, PELINB, YTO 2K4p UOET OT TOpH‘-IGfI BOIBI B BAaHHOMU, U
CKJIOHHUJIA T'OJIOBY, OrJIdObIBasA HapPsd OEBYIIKHK:

— W npaBpa Kpacuso. {1 Besena Lisio JIuHio KynuTh TeOe HOBEIE BEIH, KaK IIPUBE3YT — IIOCMOTPHIIID,
moHpaBsATcs nu. Pa3Be y Moert TaH TaH MOXKeT He ObIThH KDACUBBIX I171aThEB?

— Vry, — Tau Cu npukycuia ry0y u TuXo oTBeTusna. Ef moKa3amoch, YTO OIleHUBAIOMIKM B3TTIs bai
HOii celiyac TOUB-B-TOYB TAaKOM Ke, KaK B HOYb UX IIePBOM BCTPEYU — XOJIOOHHIM, CBBICOKA, CIIOBHO Ta
M3y4aeT BIIOJIHE YTOAHYIO ee BKYCY BEllb.

— MOXKHO... KYIHTH elle OOHO Takoe xke? 51 60I0Ch, YTO 3TO MCIIAYKAETCs, U CECTPHIIE... OHO
pa30HPaBUTCS, — POOKO mporoBopuia Tan Cu, a mepIleHne B TOPie TéM BpeMeHeM YCHIIAIIOCE.

— Tau TaH, ogexXma HeBaXXHA. MHe HpaBUUIbCS TH, — Balt F0# ycMexHyIach ¥ MEIJIeHHO BHIOXHYTIA
o0nauko gpiMa. B kny6ax griMa Tan Cu He Morjia pa3o6paTth BeIpakeHue ee JIMLA, CIIBIIIa JIUIIh
CJIOBa, 3By4YaBILIKE TO I KaK IIPH3HAHUE B JIIOOBY, TO JIU IIYCTHIE ¥ XOJIOJHEIE.



Hpasutcs? JI1000Bb TOKPOBUTENS K 30JI0TOM IITUYKE B KJIETKE, TI000BL, KaK K JTI00MMOM UTPYIIKE —
BOT KaKoOBa 11000Bb Bawt HO Kk Hel.

OT mpIMa TJ1a3a BCe Xe 3allliIiajio, TOPJIo 3alepiio OT HecTepnuMoro 3yna, u TaH Cu He ymepKasach
¥ 3aKallIsIach:

— Kxe... kxe-kxe...

I'maza u nuIo IMOKPACHEIIN, JaXKe IIes ITIOKPEIIACh JIETKUM PO30BBEIM PYMAHIIEM.

— Kxe-kxe... kxe... — Tan Cu xaIigia Bce CUIbHEe, 0T Tab0auyHOro NEIMa Ha Ijla3a enBa He
HaBEPHYJIUCH CIIE3HI.

bau HOii 3aTymuna curapety. CKBO3b AbIM OHa yBUAeNa MU0 TaH CH, KOTOpoe BAPYT HAIOXKHUIIOCh Ha
o0Opa3 U3 TOM HOYM MX IIEPBOM BCTPEUM: CPEOU MHOXKECTBA MyKYMH OHA Oblyla eIMHCTBEHHOU
JKEHIIWHOM, Te JIIOOU KYPUIK U 3acTaBisinu TaH Cu IPOU3HOCUTH TOCTHI, X TOTAA ee rjla3a U JIUI0
TOYHO TaK XKe IIOKpacHeIH, a pyKa IIpUKphIBaia POT, CAEpKUBas HafpLIBHAIM Kalllellb.

— Twt He epeHocuins TabayHbM ObIM? — Bait KO# oTcTymuiIa Ha Iar Hasajl, paclaxHyaa OKHO U
okuKHyna Tad Cu, CTOABIIYIO HEIIOHAIEKYy.

Tan Cu KHWBHYIIQ, a 3aTEM IIOKa4alla T'OJIOBOI, IIpoamoJizKasa THXOHBKO KallllTATE.

— Iloligy mocuay B KOMHATeE, 3[€Ch CIUIIKOM CUJIBHO HAKyPEeHO, — e[Ba 3aMeTHO B3[0xHyB, bau Ou
Benesia Tan Cu yuTH.

Kak ona Mormna 3a0vITh 00 3ToM? Y Tan Cu cnabrle leTKue, paHbllle OHa HUKOTA He KypuJla Ipu HeW,
II03TOMY U He TIpUfaBaja 3HaueHus 3ToMy (akTy, a CerofHs... OHA IPOCTO IPOosiBUIa 6eCIIeYHOCTb.

PacmaxHyB Bce OKHa B rocTuHou, baut O B3si1a mexkKaBIIni PAAOM XKypHaJl U IPUHSAIACh Pa3rOHATh
UM [IbIM.

OT Hee caMoii ToxKe CUJIBHO MMaxJio TabakoM. CHsB omexny, bait FOit 6pocura ee BMecTe ¢ GyMazKHBIM
CTAKaHYMKOM B MyCOPHOE Be[IPO, BEICTABHIIa BEAPO 3a [IBEPh U HAMPABUIIACh B TOCTEBYIO BAHHHIE
TPUHUMATH TYII.
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