3su Yxu, HaOmomas 3a peakuueit [yasb LIbl, HaxMypuiacs: cpa3y ObIJIO BUTHO, YTO TOTO OIOWIIN.
[Tpu OHO¥ NUIIb MBICIIK O TOM, YTO FOHBIM UMIIePaTOp MOXKET pa3feluTh 10XKe C KeM-TO IPYTUM, eTr0o
0XBaTUJIO pa3fpaxeHue. [Ipocienus B3rIaA0M 3a TeM, Kyfa YIIUIM OBO€e, OH ABUHYJICS CJIE[OM.
OpHako, He ycres OH MpubIU3UTHCS K HUM, KaK Ha Hero Halajy U3 3acafbl. B KOHEYHOM UTOTe ero
OTJIYLINJIN ¥ NOCTaBUIN B OCOOHSIK BEPHBIE MY JIIOMH.

3acamy yctpoun caM [lyaHb LIbI — cerogus HUKTO He [OIXKeH OblT UM MelnaTh. JIy UkuaHb
noppepxkusain [Jyans Llbl, T0Ka OHYU LIJIX K IIOKOSIM, Tle TOT MOT OTHOXHYTh. Bcro mopory yans 1w,
IIOAaBIINCh UHCTUHKTAM, JIbHYI K Jly YKuaH10, CJIOBHO K UCTOYHUKY IIPOXJIafbl, U IIOCTOSTHHO TEPCS
JIALIOM O ero Iedo. Ito goBoguio Jly Yxkuansa pno uccrymienus. OH ynoxun [lyads LIpl Ha KyIIETKY
1 coOpasicst 4OCTaTh MPOTUBOSIAKE. XOTS IOHBIM UMIIEPATOP Celyac BHITIISIAEI 10 HEBO3MOXHOCTHU
c061a3HUTEILHO, OH HEe MOT BOCIIOJIb30BATLCS €r0 6€CIIOMOIIHEIM COCTOSIHHEeM. byny4yn HaeMHBIM
yOuiiie#, OH IPUBHIK KO BCSIKOMY, II03TOMY BCerga HOCUJI ¢ COO0M TIeKapCTBa, B TOM YKCIIE U TO, YTO
MOTJIO HeuTpanu3osaTsh gp [lyaHb LIel.

Ho He ycmen oH goctaTh cHafoObe, Kak [lyaHs LIsl 00XBaTuI ero 3a mosic ¥4 Havas 6ecliepeMOHHO
ouryneBaTh. O6KUTalOIIee OeIXxaHue omassio mek JIy YxkuaHs, Temioe Tejlo II0THO IPUKUMAJIoCh
K HEeMy, ¥ pa3faJicsd XpUIby rojgoc [lyans Lp:

— JIro6uMBIM YMHOBHUK, MHE TaK Kapko. [Tomoru MHe, a?

To, KaK OH IIPOU3HEC «TFOOMMBIM YHHOBHUK», 3By4asio OO0 KPAWHOCTH OBYCMBICTIEHHO. [[bixanue JIy
YkuaHs cTasno TsxkenbiM. OH pa3BepHyIcs, mpuxkan yasb LIb K J10KY, IepPeXBATHII €0 3aMSCThS U
BCKUHYJI UX Haf T070BoM. COMBYMBO [bINIA, OH CITPOCHIT:

— Baire BennyecTBo 3HaeT, KTO epeq BaMu?
— KoHeuHo 3Hato, THL MuH LIuH.

B ero rojoce CKBO3HIIO JIETKOE TOPXKECTBO, OYATO OH TOPOUIICS TeM, YTO Y3HaJ YelloBeKa mepeq
co0oii. Illexu nexkaliero moj HUM IapHs IIEUTaIM HeeCTeCTBeHHBIM PYMSHIIEM, BOPOTHHUK OBII
pacmaxHyT, Ha ry6ax urpasa cnabas ynbiOKa, a rjasa, Iogo0HbIe IIBETKAM IIePCUKA, TOIePHYIIHUChH
BJTAXKHOH [BIMKOH — 3peJuiie OBITI0 HEBEPOSTHO MPUTATATEIbHEIM.

— Xopo11o, s TOMOTI'y, HO TOJIBKO He XaJjlel 1oToM, Barie BenuyecTso.
— He Oyny.

Ynei6ka [Iyans LIb cTana mupe.

Jly Uxkuanp Oonbiie He caepkuBaics. OH COpBaJl IIEIKOBYIO JIEHTY C TI0JIOTa KPOBATH U 3aBs3all €10
rna3a [Iyass Lpl, 4TOOB TOT HE YBUMAEN €r0 HAaCTOSIIET0 JIKIla. 3aTeM OH CHSIJI MacKy, 3aKPHIBABIIYIO
ero coOCTBEHHOE JIUIIO, ¥ CKJIOHUJICS, YTOORI ITOIIEJI0OBATh TOTO, 0 KOM TaK [IOJITr0 MeuTaj. Ero
cBOoOOMHAS PyKa CKOJIb3HYJIa BHU3, HO IIPOU30IIIIO HeOXKUOAaHHOe: [IyaHb LIkl 1eTK0o BRIPBAJICS U3
3axBaTa ¥ caM MPUIKAJ ero K JIOXKY.

Jly UkvaHb B U3yMJIEHUU CMOTPEJI Ha TOr0, KTO OKa3ascs cBepxy. [lyaHs LIbl cCOEpHYT IEHTY C I7la3 U
BHUMATEJIbHO PACCMOTPEIT JINII0 YeoBeKa 1Mol co0oii. M3sIHbe YePThI, B3TJISA, IOJTHEIN I0OHOIIECKON
Iep30CTH U BoJH, OelI0CHEeKHAs KOXKa, a MaJIeHbKas KpacHasl POIMHKA Ha JIeBOH IeKe MpuaaBaia



eMy KaKOH-TO 0c0o00M KPOTOCTH. 9TO JIUI0 B TOYHOCTH COBIAAAso C TEM, YTO XPaHUJIOCE B €TI0
MMaMATH.

— A THI, OKa3bIBAETCS, TAKOU KpacCasell, MOM YMHOBHUK!

Ero pnuHHBIE TTalbIbl HEKHO KOCHYJIMCh POOUHKY Ha OiegHoM meke. 3aTeM [lyanb Lib
3adukcupoBan JIy YxkuaHs To# XKe XBaTKOM, YTO UCIIOIH30Ball TPOTHUB HETO camoro. Korma oH yxke
cobuparcs mpomonKkuTh, JIy YxkuaHb 3a6umcs:

— ITocToH, momoxxau!

Hyanb LI OBITI0 HEBEIHOCUMO TSIZKEJI0, TEeJI0 TOPEJio OTHeM, HO OH BCe JKe COepKaJsiCs U 3aMep, TS
Ha HEro 3aTYMaHEHHEIM B3TJISIOM.

— YV meH4... Y MeH4 €CThb IIPDOTUBOAONE.

[ToHsiB, 4TO HEe MOXKET BeIpBaThCsA U3 XBaTKHU [lyans LIpl, JIy UkKuaHb CTUCHYI 3yObl U BRIKPUKHYII 3TO.
HecMoTps Ha TO 4TO OH OBII B IIare oT o0jiafjlaHus 3TUM 4eJI0BEKOM, OH BCe ellle He MOT [0 KOHIla
0CO3HATh, YTO €T'0 — TAKOT'0 CUJIbHOTO — IpHUKal K cefe CTOb U3sIHbH [Iyanb Lkl

YcrellaB ero cioBa, Iy0oKye MepCUKoBEIe Ta3a [lyaHsb LIbl MTHOBEHHO HAIIOHUIKCEH ClIe3aMHu, U
OH ITIOCMOTPEJ Ha Hero ¢ 00HI0K. B ero rosoce moCbIIIaINCh PHIIAHKS:

— [Mouemy? [laxe Thl MeHs He mi06uis? [Jaxke TH MeHS OPOCHIIL?

OH yTKHYJCS nuiioM B 1eto JIy YkuaHs, ¥ OT HET0 NOHEC/IUCh CAaBIEHHBIE BCXJIUIIHL, a TEeJI0
3a7IpoKaro.

— Ilomoru MHe, po1y, IOMOTH...

Jly YkuaHb TyT XkKe IMOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK CEPAIIEe CKAI0Ch OT xKanoctu. OH He MOT YCTOSITh, KOTHa
TaKOM Kpacasel] Ijakas mepen HuM. OTBe[Is B3I B CTOPOHY, OH 3aKyCUs I'yOy ¥, CJIOBHO IIPUHSB
BaXXKHOE PellleHue, MPOIIEeTall:

— Xopo11o, 1 IOMOTY.

Ero romoc mpoxar. YcmsimaB 310, [yaHs LIkl HOBOIBHO U30THYI T'yOHL.

Ha cnenytomiee yrpo Jly UxkuaHb, He HOXKUAAsACh TPOOYXKASHUS UMIIEPATOPa, TOMHSIIICS,
IpUAEPXKUBas PYKOU HOIIIYIO IOSICHULY. ['Isias Ha CIAIero Kpacaslia, OH HaKOHEeI! ITOHSJI CMBICT
BBIpaXKEHUS «KpacoTa I'yOuT Jiofieli» — ero JelCTBUTENIbHO IIPOBEJIM 3TOM aHTeIbCKOM BHEITHOCTHIO.
OH uckpeHHe He IOHUMaJ, KaK 4eJI0BEK, KOTOPHIM Ha BUJ Ka3aJics ciiabee ero, Biepa Be4epoM
IIPOSIBUJI TaKyl0 MyTalOUyI0 IPHITh. BpoueM, oH OB He IIPOTUB, OIIYIIEeHUS OB HETIJIOXUE.
Onnako, xots [Jyans Lsl u BUfes ero HacTosIlee JIAI0, OH ellle He IPUAyMaJl, KakK 00bICHUTHCS,
II03TOMY PELIns Ha BpeMs UCYEe3HYTh.

Kak Tonmbko OH yiues, [Iyass LIbl MeIeHHO OTKPHII rIa3a. Omyinas 0CTpyio 60JIb B MOSICHUIIE, OH
YCMEXHYJICS: TIJIaH yAacs. Ero B3risan ctan XumHeIM. Eciiu ObI OH He TPUTBOPUIICS CTTA0BIM, pPa3Be



morajcs Obl TOT HA YIOYKY?

OH 6vIcTpO IpUBe cebs B MOPSNOK U BeJlesl eBHyxXaM I103BaTh Bpaya. [IpuOsIBIINY Bpay 10 haMuiuu
JIuns Ovln yenoBekoM [lyaHb LIpl. OH IOJTOXKWII TOAYIIEYKY Ha 3alsiCThe UMIIepaTopa U IPUI0KUT
nasblbl K MyNbCy. [onroe BpeMsi OH MoJidall, YKpaAgKoM IOTIIAbBas Ha BeIpaxeHue nuila [lyansb L5,
II0Ka TOT He T0JaJl eMy 3Hak.

— Hy, 4T0 ¢ MouM 370pOBbEM? — 00ECCUIIEHHO CIIPOCKJI UMIIEPaTOop.

Bpau JIunb TYT Ke PyXHYI Ha KOJIEHH, YOAPUBIIUCE 1O0M O II0JI, ¥ IIPUHSJICS OPOKaTh BCEM TEJIOM.
— Bame BenuuectBo, moMunyuTe... Baiie 3m0poBee...

I'ma3a [lyanb Llel cy3unucs, rojioc CTaa JedsHbIM:

— YTo UMEHHO C MOMM 310poBbeM? Eciiu He CKazKelllb, ST MPHUKaXy Ka3HUTh TeOs Ha MecTe!

Bpau JIuHb B3APOTHYII U B y2Kace MpoJieneTant:

— Bamre BenmuuecTBo, U3-3a TOTO, YTO ST He OBLI BLIBEIEH BOBPEMS, HAHECEH HEIOIIPaBUMBIM Bpe.
Bo3moxHoO...

OH OmyCTHJI TOJIOBY eIlle HUXKe, CJIOBHO XOTEJI 3apHIThCs B 3eMiTi0. [lyaHb LIbI, pa3mpakeHHBIN ero
HEPeIIUTETbHOCThIO, PSIBKHYII:

— Bo3moxkHO uT0?! ['0BOPU HEMEOIEHHO!

— Cnymatoch. Bo3M0HO, Bb 00JIbIIIE HE CMOXKETE UMETh HaClIeJHUKOB.
Bpau BrIpa3uics MakCHMaIbHO 00TEKaeMo.

— Yro?!

Ha n6y dyaub LIbl B3@yM1UCh BEHHI, OH C CHJION YHAPHUII II0 CTOJIY U CAeJial BU/, YTO IIHYJ Bpada. TOT
IIOABIIPaJl, KAPTUHHO [TOBa/JIMBIINCH Ha II0JI, @ 3aTeM TYT 2Ke BCKOYUJI Ha KOJIEHU U IPUHSJICI
ycepaHo OUTH TIOKJIOHBI, MOJIS O IoIafie.

— Bame BenuuecTtBo, CMUITYyUTECH!
— 3aMoJ1uy, HUKYEMHBIY T1eC, BOH oTcClofa! — B3pesen [lyaHb LIblL.
— Cnyuatocs!

Bpat{ JIMHB MTOCHEIIHO pPeTupoBajiCs. Briigs 3a OBEPb, OH OIIYCTHII I'OJIOBY, YTOOBI CKPEITE CBO€E
HEBO3MYTHMOE€ JIUIIO XU HE BHIAATh paBBIFpaHHbIﬂ CIIEKTaKIJIb.

[To3xke [lyanb LIpl mPUTIIACHI eIlle HECKOJIBKUX CBOUX NOBEPEHHEIX Bpadyel, U BCE OHU BHIHECIIM OUH
U TOT XK€ BepPOUKT: UMETh HAaCJIeMHUKOB OH 60Jbie He cMoXkeT. [lyaHb LIkl B SPOCTH BHITHAN UX BCEX,
Pa3TpOMHUII IIOJIOBUHY ITOKOEB ¥ IIPHKA3asl pacciiefoBaTh, KTO IIOCMETT €70 OTPABUTh. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
yTOOBI He BeIAATh cebsi, MuHuCTp UYsHb 3aCTaBUJI OJHY U3 CITy2KaHOK B3STh BCIO BUHY Ha cebsi. Kak Ob
HU IHITAIN €e B BemoMcTBe HaKa3aHUM, OHA TBePAKIIa OOHO: MeuTasla BEIOMTHLCS B JIIOIU U CTATh
UMIIEPATOPCKOM HAOXKHHUIIEH, TO9TOMY CaMa IIOAMellaa 5. B utore ee Ka3HUIH.



Cnyxu o ToM, uTo [IyaHb LIBI CTanm UMIIOTEHTOM, OBICTPO PA3/lETENIUCH 110 OBOPILY, BEI3BAB IIEPEIIOJIOX
cpenmu YMHOBHUKOB. Temepb, KOTHa IOHbIM UMIIEPATOP CTasl He TOJIbKO 0e3JapHBIM IIPaBUTEJIEM, HO U
HeCIIOCOOHEBIM K IEeTOPOXKIEHHUIO, eT0 CBEePKEHME CTAJIO0 JIMIIh BOIIPOCOM BpeMeHu. HUKTO, Kpome
caMbIX ONTU3KUX JOBepPeHHBIX null [lyanb LIbl, He mogo3peBar, YTO 3TO JIUIIh UHCIEHUPOBKaA. Y [lyaHb
L1 OBLIM CBOM IPUYMHE PACITYCTUThH MMOAOOHEIE CIIJIETHH.
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