He moxkeT GbiTh... C 4ero 6bl CTapoOMy UMIIEPATOPY ECTh MSICO MUCTHYECKOT0 oJieHs? Kak Bemm u3
Bricmiero Mupa Moryiu okasaThcsi B HuxueMm? Bemb KOra-To JaBHBIM-ABHO...

C103 011 Ha MTHOBEHME HaXMYPHUJICS, IIOTPY3UBIINUCH B TTTy00KKME Pa3oyMbsi, U MOTSHYJICS HAIIOTHUTh
OoKas 0CMaHTyCOBEIM BUHOM, HO Banb FOHB ero octaHOBuUA.

— TBoe 3m0OpOBEE...

— Horu? Ilyctsaku. [Tocne 6aHKeTa IIOMOXKeIlb MHE KOe-4TO Pa3y3HaTh.

C1o3 011 mogMuTHYI, TOKa3biBasi, YTO C HUM BCE B MOPsIAKe, U KuBHYN Banb FOHb Ha Gefioe MsiCHOe
pary mnepep cCTapbiM UMIIEPaTOPOM, a ITI0Ka OHa OTBJIEKJIaCh, BCE XkKe NMPUryOus BUHA.

[ToueMy BUHO Ha 3TOM Nupy XyXe, ueM B Boctounom asopiie? Cro3 FOX HEIOBOJIBHO TOMOPILUIIC.

Bpar u cecTpa meperoBapuBaIuch, CO3aBasi BOKPYT ce6si 0co0yI0, TOYTH HEIPUCTYIHYI0 aTMochepy.
I 7151 HEKOTOPHIX OKPYKAIOUIUX 9TO 3PEJIHIe ObIJI0 BECbMa BOTHYIOLIHM.

— IMocnyimai, TOBOPSIT, Ha 3TOT MU I10XKaJI0Baj0 HEMAJIo Jiiofel U3 Mupa IBSHXY, — IIeNHyIa OfHa
13 [IaM, TPUCITYXKUBAIOIINX YUHOBHUKY, CBOEH COCE[IKE.

— U =e rosopu! ITocMoTpu Ha TOro rocrnoguHa. JIUI0 CI0BHO U3 HePpPUTa, MaHEPHl YTOHYEHHEIE, HY
BLUIMTHIM HEOOXKHUTENb, — cocenka cMoTpena Ha Cio9 FOst ¢ HECKPHIBAEMEIM BOCXUIIEHUEM.

— W npaspga... Ho, kaxkeTcs, 3T0 IipaBasd pyka rinasbl [laBunboHa O3HBUHS... A BEITJIAIUT COBCEM Kak
OTIIPHICK 3HATHOTO POfa.

— W mama psnoM ¢ HUM... He 3Har0, XKeHa JId 3TO WX MJIaflIas CeCcTpa.

— 0%, 3a6ynpb. OTell 3apeTUsl MHe BOOUTHLCS C JIOAbMU U3 II3STHXY, TaK YTO IIPOCTO IOJI00yeMcs
“3hasieka...

2KeHIMHE TOBOPUIIM BIOJrojioca, Ho Uy CioHb, 061afaBIINii MacCTEPCTBOM BHYTPEHHEN SHEPTUH,
paccban Kaxkaoe CI0Bo.

3HauuT, BCE-TaKu MiafIas cectpa. Uy CioHb, KOTOPHIH OB BECbMa YBEpPEeH B CBOEM YMEHUU YUTATh
1o ry6aM, c obyerdeHureM BHOOXHYT. XOTs, IOCTOHUTE, KAKOE MHE [I0 3TOTO [eJi0?

Y Bcex 110 fBa r'71a3a ¥ OOUH HOC, YTO TYT TaKoro ocobeHHoro? [Iymas Tak, Uy CIoHb BCE XKe He
yaepaaJscs U IPUHSJICA BHUMaTEIbHO pa3risaasiBaTh Cios FOs1. U Bnpasay, xopoi coboi. Y 3auem
TOJIBKO €My TaKasl BHEIIHOCTb...

C1o3 011 mouyBcTBOBas Ha cebe TSIKeNbli B3I/, MOMHSI I'/la3a U, TPOCIeNuB 3a HallpaBlieHUEM,
00HapyKHUJI, YTO 3TO HACIeOHHIN MPHHI. TONHKO OH XOTeJ OBIIO MOMHSATH Yallly B 3HAK IIPUBETCTBUS,
KakK MPHUHI] OTBEJ I'1a3a U, SBHO pa3dpaKeHHBIM, 3a/III0M BBIIIUJI BUHO PaHbIIE HETO.



C yero 210 0oH pa3zo3nuiucs? Cios KO omyctun 6okan.

— bpat? — Baubs FOHb 3aMeTuna gpuxenne Cro3 KOs 1 BOIPOCUTENBHO IOCMOTPENIa Ha HETO.
O6napast HETJIOXMMU HaBbIKaMy G0EBHIX MCKYCCTB, OHa He MOTJIa He 3aMEeTUTDb TOT IIPUCTAJIbHBIH
B3TJIA[,.

— [lycTaku, 3T0 BCero Nuillb HaClleAHBIM NPUHL, — ycMexHyca Cros 0ii. He 3Has, KT0o CHOBA yCIien
€ro BEIBECTH U3 ce0s1, OH TeM He MeHee C YAOBOIbCTBHEM Habofas, Kak MPUHI] TOTOPIIUT Iephs.

B pasrap 6aHKeTa ogHa U3 CITyKaHOK, IofgaBas 61iofa, yKpaakoii mogbpocuia Ha cTojl Cios KOs
3QIIUCKY.

Hy nago xke. Cras IO pa3BepHyI IOC/IaHKE, ¥ B €r0 TEMHO-KapuX I'la3ax IPOMEJIbKHYII KUBOU
MHTEpeC.

— M? — Banb lOHS 3arngHyna eMy uepes IJIedo U cpa3y BCE MoHANa. — bpaT, TH noipems?

KT0-TO 13 BIMATENBHEIX JIUIl XOTEJ HATaAUTh C HUM 0ojiee TeCHEIN KOHTAKT. Hpome roBOD4,
IIBITAJINCE IIEPEMAaHUTE Ha CBOIO CTOPOHY.

Cro9 IOt cnerka moKpyTHUJ B MajbllaXx OyMaXXKy 1 HeOpeKHO OKUHYI B3TISIOM 3a/l, HEOXKUOAHHO
Koe-uTo 3amMeTuB. Uy O, ueTBepTHIN IPUHII, Ka3aJi0Ch, BUTaJl B 001aKaX, HO Ha CaMOM fiejie
BHUMATEJBHO CJIEOWI 3@ KaXIbIM UX IBUKEHUEM.

A, Tax 3TO THL.

Cro3 011 ycmexnyiicsi. Baub KOHB mO4yBCTBOBasa, KakK OT OpaTa Ha MIHOBEHHE TI0BESIJIO YEM-TO
CTPaHHBIM, ¥ Opocuia Ha Hero o3afadeHHbI# B3rIsan. Cios FO# nuib moxart rniedaMu, ipeasiaras en
IIPOCTO HaOJII0aTh 3a NMpefiCTaBIeHUEM.

Bckope nopomina fpyras ciayXKaHKa U, IOANUBasl BUHA, He3aMeTHO Opocusia Ha CTOJ ellle OOUH
OyMaxKHBEIM KOMOYEK...

K KOHITY 0aHKeTa MHOTHE CHJIHI 110 odepenu IMpUucChIalin eMy 3alliCKH.

— ... — Bans IOHb cMoTpena, kak Cio3 O urpatouu nepebupaer IeTyi0 ropcTh OymMaxkek, 1 He
Haxofusa CJIOB.

Bce IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIXE HA ITUPY IIOHUMAJIK, 9YTO IIPOUCXOOUT, HO XPAaHMUIIKN MOJI9YaHHE.

— YTo0 X, mopa UATH Ha BCTpeuy, — Tuxo cka3an Croas lOii. YBupes, 4TO rOCTH HaYUHAOT
pacxomuThCs, OH monpocun Baub FOHB BE3TH €r0 B IBOPIIOBHIN cafl,.



MHorue YMHOBHUKY ITOC/Ie OaHKeTa JTIFOUIIH MPOTYISThCS, TIO3TOMY CTPaXKa He cTajia UM
IIPEeMsITCTBOBATE.

JlyHa cusina B pefkux o0jlakaX, IUCThS JIOTOCA MMOKAYUBAJIUCEH Ha BOJIE, @ Y UCKYCCTBEHHBIX TOP
JKypyan pydeil. B neHTpe 03epa, B Oecefike, OIMHOKO cufiena ¢urypa B 6enbix ogexnax. Brmpouewm,
nns Cros H0s, ecnu cMOTpeTh u3faneka, oHa 60Jblie OX0AKIIa Ha prU3paka.

C1o3 HO11 octaBun Baub KOHB CHapyKu, a caM Me[iJIeHHO Bbexall B 0ecefiky Ha Kpecye-KOJsiCKe.

— T'ocmogus C103 e CTBUTENIBHO IIPUIIIETI, — YIBIOHYJIACh XKEHIHHA, CUOeBInas B Oecenke.

C103 O ynmeIOHYIICS B OTBET:
— IIpowmy npoienus, rocnoxa K03, 4To 3acTaBul XAaTh.
05 [IuH, moYb BIUATENBHOTO apUCTOKPATHUYECKOTO pofa, Oblyla TTIaBHOM TepPOUHEN B pacueTax

cucteMbl. OHa COCTOSI/Ia B CTOBOPE C YeTBEPTHIM IIPUHIIEM, TToMoras eMy cBepruyTh Uy Cions. [Tocne
BOCXOXK[€HHUSI YeTBEPTOr0 IIPUHIIA HA TPECTOJI OHA OJIKHA OBl/Ia CTaTh UMIIEPATPULIEH.

[To unee, Ha 9TOM MCTOPUS HOJXKHA Oblla 3aKOHUUTHLCS, HO KO3 1IuH, monroe BpeMs
pacropsXkaBlIascsa UMIepaTOPCKOM MeYaThio ¥ MMOCTOSTHHO HAIENThIBasA MyKY HYKHbBIE MBICIIH,
HavaJa XaxX[aaTh elne Oombined BiaacTu. [Ipoile roBops, OHa caMa X0Tejla CTaTh UMIIepaTPULIeH.

[ToCKOMBKY B MCTOPUH ellle He OBII0 MpelleleHTOB IIpaBlieHus XKeHIIWHbI, OHa lelCTBOBaja
ocTopoxkHO. ITox BnusinueM ee cembu Uy HO# morpsi3 B pa3BIeyeHUSIX U POCKOIIH, U CITYCTS HECAThH
JIeT TpaBeHusT HOOPOBOIBHO OTPEKCS OT mpecTosa. K09 [uH Xe, Bo3Bes Ha TPOH MaJI0JIeTHETO
MMIIepaTopa, caMa B3siyla Opa3[bl IIPaBIeHUsT B CBOU PYKU, JOCTUTHYB UCTUHHOW BJIACTH HAJl BCEMHU.

B mpyroe Bpemsi Cio3 FOii Mor GbI BOCXUTUTHCS €€ CIIOCOOHOCTSIMH U PELIMMOCTHIO, HO, K HECUACTHIO,
UX T7J1aBHOU 11e71bi0 061 Uy CIOHE...

CornacHo n3Ha4anbHOMY clieHapuio, Uy CioHb JoNKeH Obl HOTHOHYTH Yepe3 monroaa, a cam Cioa
HOi1 — 4yepe3 Tpu Mecslia OT sAfa.

Ho Tellepb 31eChb OBLT OH, U ellle HEU3BEeCTHO, KOMY CY2KIE€HO BLIXKUTE.

05 [Iun He 3aMeTua negsHoro 61ecka B rina3ax Cios KOs u mpousHecna:

— C BamuM ymoM, rocrnogus Cio3, Bl HaBepHSIKA yX&Ke JoTraflaiuch, 3a4eM 5 Bac IIpUTIacuia.

Cro3 01 numb yneliOHYICS, HEe TPOPOHUB HU CJIOBA.



— MEI XOTUM IIPOCHUTH BaC IIOMOYE HaM YCTPAHUTH HACJIEAHOT O IIPHUHIIA, — IIPAMO 3dadABHJIA KOs [uH,
KaTd ero Kpecio II0 rajepee.

Cro9 0w 6pocun Ha Hee KOCOM B3TJIsIM, HO MpoMojdan. KOHTAKTH ero mpefiiecTBeHHUKA C IPUHIIEM
OLUIM TaWHOU, ¥ HUKTO He 3HaJI, UYTO UX CBSI3BEIBAET HA CaMOM [eJle.

FOs LluH BOpYT IOYyBCTBOBAJIA, CJIOBHO HAa Hee CMOTPUT XUIITHEIN 3Beph. Ee mpobpasa Apoxb, OHa
HEBOJILHO CTJIOTHYJIA U, BEIAEpKaB Iay3y, IPOHoIKUIA:

— YTo BH iyMaeTe 0 OOJIXKHOCTU I'J1aBhl [1aBunboHa O9HBUHL?

Cros 0w npunonnsin 6poBb. OH BCIIOMHUJI, YTO ITOCTIE OTPABIEHUS €T0 IPEIIeCTBeHHUK CIIeIIHalbHO
pacmyckar CJIyXy 0 Pa3HOrjlacusaxX MeXy I'JIaBOY ITaBUJIbOHA U €T0 [IpaBOU PyKoU. Mup peuus, 4To

Cro3 O meITazcst y3yprupoBaTh BIIACTh, 3@ YTO M ObIT HAKa3aH TJ1aBOM, JTUIIUBIIKCH BOSMOXKHOCTH
XOmuTh. BHyTpeHHss 60oprba IKOOH yTuxIa, Ho amOuimu Cios KOs HUKTO He cOpachBall CO CYETOB.

A OH yMeJ UrpaTh Ha IyOIIHKY.

Kpome HEro camMoro u caMbIX BEePHBIX JIIOJIel HUKTO He 3HaJl, KakK Ha CaMOM [Iejie pacupeeneHa
BJIACTDH B IIABUJILOHE.

— C uero Tako# Bonpoc? — Cio3 KO0 OBI0 MHTEPECHO, YTO OHA OTBETHT.

— Korpga 4yeTBepTHIll IPUHI] BO3BMET BJIACTh B CBOU PYKH, UMIIEPATOPCKAs CeMbSl CTaHET Balllen
CcaMoil HaJle’KHOU OIIOPOH.

Cwmemrno. Yy CioHB 3a CTOJIBKO JIET TaK ¥ He IOJTy4WJ peajbHOM BIACTH, a OHU yXKe JOelST MKYpy
HeyOUTOro MefBens?

— W gT0 XKe MHe HYXKHO caenaTh? — Ci03 FO#t Ha MrHOBeHUe 3aMoI4ajl, u3o0paxas
3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTb.

Bups, 4To OH KJIIOHYN Ha npuMaHKy, 103 LluH npomenTtana:

— HewmHoroe. HykH0 BCero jauiis...
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