Bynyuu MyK4uHOU U3 IpIMOro popa goma [y, OH O3BOJIKJI CBOEU MaTepH, OAObIM U Jaxe
r1y00KMM CTapliaM KjaHa XXUTh B TOCTOSHHOM CTpaxe. A KOrfia Te Heloqu U3[eBaluch Hafl eT0
ceMbeli, OH He CMOT BOBPeMs BePHYThCS Ha IIOMOILIL — IIOUCTUHE, OH HEJOCTOMH Ha3bIBaThCS
MYX4YUHOU 13 popa [y.

U Teneps, Korga KTO-TO y HETO Ha I1a3ax ocMel 00uaeTh ero MIafllyio CecTpy, KOTOPYIO OH H30
BCEX CUJI cTapascs obeperaTs, Kak eMy OBITIO He IPUNTHU B IPOCTH?

EMy HecTepnuMo X0TeJI0Ch pa30pBaTh 3TOr0 NofgoHKa JIy MuHa B KJ104bsl ¥ 00BSBUTH BCEM: 3TO
cectpa [y YsHrpI04, ¥ TOpE TOMY, KTO IIOCMEET €€ TPOHYTh.

MeIcneHHO ogOupas CjioBa [Jisg BCTPEUU C CECTPOH, mepef KOTOPOM OH YyBCTBOBAJ TaKyio BUHY, [y
YsHbI0M BHIABUII U3 ce0s HATSIHYTYIO Y/IBIOKY U Me[IJIeHHO ITOBEPHYJICS K CTOSIBIIEH HEITIOaNIeKy
[eBYIIKeE:

— Mo 4Hb...

Iy Mo fIsp MonT4a cMOTpena Ha TO, KaK 3TOT MOT'Y4UU YeJIOBEK, IOJIHBIM IPOCTH, BCTAJl Ha ee
3aIIUTY. B TOT XXKe MUr BCe ee He[lOIOHUMaHNe U 00Kfa Ha Hero CJI0BHO PACTBOPUIIUCE, UCUE3HYB 0e3
crepa.

['nmaps Ha TO, KaK OH OTYUTHIBAET 9TOro0 Iiymnua, [y Mo dHb BOAPYT omapuiia ero egsa 3aMeTHOH,
MSTKOY yJIBIOKOH.

O6epHyBIuCh, [y YaHbi yBUOeT 6e3MITeKHOe JIUI0 CECTPHI, ¥ BCS €r0 CKOBAHHOCTbh MTHOBEHHO
MCIIapUIIach.

— Mo dub, 4... — Iy UsHbI0o# 3aIHYJICS, HO HE YCIIeN MPOHoKuTh, Kak [y Mo fHb mepebuna ero:

— Bpart! 4 Bce 3Hal0, TeOe He HYKHO U3BUHSATHCSH.

3aTeM oHa C yIBIOKOM yKa3aia Ha CBOUX CIIYTHUKOB:

— KcraTn, no3Bomib npenctaBuTh Tebe Moux apy3ei. Ato Baus LisiHb, 0H XpaHuTens poga HioliBa.

)%k

['nyOunbl 3axopoHeHUs BeccMepTHHIX.

9T0 OBIIO caMoe cepplle Kiagbuina HeO0KUTe e, OKyTaHHOe 6ECKOHEYHBIM GeJIEIM TYMaHOM,
TIOCPEeX KOTOPOTO KITyOUITUCH YePHEIE, CTIOBHO YEPHUIIA, CTYCTKH.



Jrta YepHad ObIMKa, N3BHMBASICh U IIYJIbCUPYA, ITIOCTOAHHO BBEIITYCKadJla HAPYXKY TOHKHE Cpr171KI/I
TEMHOH JHEPIruu. BOprT TAHYIIACH 0eCKOHEeUHEIe pAOBI MOTHJI, Had KOTOPEIMU MePIaln
Pa3HOILIBETHEIE OTHHU, MENJIEHHO PaCIIEIIfAA U PAa3rOHAA OKPYXKalOIlyl0 TEMY.

Us YEePHBIX obsacTei JOHOCHIINCEH ITPOH3UTEJIbHEIE CTOHEI U BOIIIIK ITPU3PAKOB. becuucnenHnie Ty4n
TbMEBI TECHHUIIACE 3a IIpeaelaMu 9TOU 30HHI, IIPpUHUMAasA 9YyOOBUIHEIE (l)OpMLI 1 IIBITAsICh IIPOPBATECA K
OEeHTPaIbHOMY CT'YCTKY Y€PHOT'O TYMadHa.

[Tepen mepBoit MOTUIIBHOM IIJIUTOM B IIEHTPE IMPOCTPAHCTBA BHUCEJ OTPOMHEIN OeTOCHEeKHEBIN I'pob. B
HeM, 3aKpHIB I'/la3a, 0e3MaTexkHOo nokouscs Jlo Xaub. ETo Teno u3ny4ano ocienuTeNlbHbIE BCIIBIIKI
0eroro cBeTa, MpugaBasi eMy IOUCTHHE 00KeCTBEHHBIH BU]I.

[Tpsimo Hap ero 160M B BO3[yXe Mapuil KPOUIEUHHIN YeJI0BeYEeK, TOIPyKEeHHEIN B TITy00KYI0
MEOUTAIUIO. B ero MalleHbKUX JTafOHSIX IyIbCUPOBAJ IyTaloIIUi CBET. ITOT YeI0BEeUYEK ObIT TOUHON
komued JIo XaHs, TOJBKO ¢ cepeOpsTHEIMU BOJIOCAMM ¥ SIPKO-KPAaCHBIM yKpalleHueM Ha 16y. Ecmu Obt
Iy Mo f1ub Oblyta 3mech, OHa OBl HaBepPHSIKA BCKPUKHYA OT U3YMJICHHUSI.

BecuncmeHHble 3aX0POHEHUS HaleKHO 3alIUINANIA 9TOT MUPOK, He JaBasi YePHOUN ABIMKEe IIPOPBAThCS
BHYTPB, TOE B U300WINK TPOU3PACTANIM PeKKe IiereOHbIe TPaBHL.

OmuH U3 TaKUX POCTKOB, IE€BSATUCOTHEYHEIN rpub, 06/1afaBIIMil 3a¥aTKaMU pa3yMa, IIPhITall MOBCIOY
B [TIOMCKaX pa3BjeuYeHUN 1 BOPYaIl:

— IIpoknaTroe Mecto! CnpsATancs 3[ech, 4TOOH HE CTaTh YbKM-TO JIEKAPCTBOM, @ TEIlePb BHIUTU HE
MOTy. Y2KaCHOe MeCTO, COBCEM He BecesIo!

['pu6 cKaka Mo KOCTSIM, KOTOpPhIE C CYXUM XPYCTOM PacCCHIIaIKCh B TUIIMHE 3TOr0 Mupa. HakoHer;,
OH C TPyZ#oM B300pasicsl Ha caMblli BEICOKMIM T'po0 U 3arIsiHYI BHYTPh Yepe3 MPO3PaydyHyl0 KPHIIIKY.
YBumeB KpacuBoe JIUIO CISINEro, 'pub MIHOBEHHO BBITPSIMHUJIICS, CJIOBHO MaJIeHbKHH CKPSTa,
HalleLINi COKPOBUILIE.

— Ox, Kakou Kpacasell! KTo 05l MOT ITOAyMaTh, UTO B 3TOM [ABIPE €CTh TAKOW NPEeKPaCHBIN
002keCTBeHHEIN UMIIepaTop. Moe meBuYbe CepAle... — B €eT0 HECYIIeCTBYIOMIUX IIa3ax 3axkKIIuCh
PO30BEIE CEPAEYKH, a CaM OH IIPHUKAJICS IIIANKOM K ITPO3PayHOM KPHIILIKE, TPeObiBast B TOJTHOM
BOCTOpTE.

B 3TOT caMBlii MOMEHT KPOIIIEYHBIY Ye/loBeUeK, JiexKaBIInil B Tpo0y, BAPYT OTKPHUI cepeOpsHbIe
r7a3a, OCTphle, KaK KMHXKambl. ['pub OT ucnyra efiBa He CBaJIMICS BHU3.

Koe-kak ygepzkaBIIUCh Ha Kpaioo, OH CHOBa BCKapabKasicsi HaBepx U, Herofys, 3aTpsic CBoei OOJbIIOoN
HIJISTIKON:

— Trl, mapmuBbil Manek! Cupguitb TaM B rpo0y u nyraemrs MeHs! Kto Te6s yuun? PoguTtenu He



TOBOPHUIJIN, YTO HEJIE3A TaK menaTh?

['pu6 Heropyrolme MpLITall 0 KPHIIIKe, TPOI0IkKas BHICKa3bIBaTh CBOE BO3MYIIEHNE.

Bropyr pa3pascst oryIIUTeNbHbIM IPOX0T, COTPSICIINE BCE TPOCTPAaHCTBO. 3a0kB 000 BceM, Ipub
IyJiey moMyascs B caf 1ejeOHbIX TpaB, ABUTAACh TaK ORICTPO, YTO CTAJI IIOX0XK Ha BCITHILIKY CBETA.

[Tetnsis Ha Oery, OH B IIaHUKE KpUYal:

— O 6oxe, cmacute! He6o pymmmTcs, 3eMJyis IpOBaIUBaeTCs, JTIOOU TUOHYT... — 0CO3HaB OLINOKY, OH
criony: — Tedy, s ke rpud!

WU cHoOBa 3aronocur, ele rpoMye:

— 4 nmorubaro! Mamouka!

[To Mepe TOTO Kak CTUXaJl €ro T'0JI0C, BXOI B TallHOE IPOCTPAHCTBO 3aX0pOHEeHUsI BecCMepTHEIX C
TPOXOTOM PacCIaxHyJICs.

VI3 TeHHU, phlva ¥ CKaJsICh, I0OKa3auCh JUKKUE 3BePHU, XKagHO YCTABUBIINCH Ha ITPOXO, TTie
TIOCTEIIeHHO paccerBaach KPOBaBas JbIMKA.

Ha 3anape OIr'POMHas IITUIIQ, HO}KI/IpaTeJ'Ib Hebec, xmomnana KPBIJIBAMH, 3aCJIOHAA COJIHIIE, B €€ I'Jla3aX
YuTalaCb YBEPEHHOCTE B mobefne.

Ha BocTOKE KpOBaBBIfI t-IeI.T.IYI;I‘-IaTI:IfI OPAaKOH, UCITYCKadad MOIMHBEIE BOJIHEI 1T, HE CBOOHUII I''Ta3 C
IIpoxona, CHEelaeMBIM aTdYHOCTHIO.

Ha ceBepe ruraHTCKui MypaBeu-oKuUpaTelb Oyl HEPBHO IIeBEJIUII T'0JIOBOM, TPeIBKYIIas Hadyaso
IHPIIEeCTBa.

A Ha 10Te TOpHIo 3aMepiia ceMuIBeTHast 6abouka. OHa Ka3ajach MpeKpacHoM paayroii B Hebe. XoTs
OHa OBIJIa MEHBIIE OCTAJIbHLIX TPEX YYMOBHIL, HUKTO U3 HUX HE CMeJI CMOTPETh Ha HEe CBHICOKA.

CeMmurBeTHbIe 6200YKYM PEIKO MOSIBISIUCH B MUPE, HO KaX/0€e UX IIPUIIECTBHAE OCTABJISIIO
HEeU3TIafiUMBbIH ciiefl. B 310Xy ApeBHOCTH, BO BpEMS BOWHHI OOT'0OB ¥ IEMOHOB, IEMOHEI CIIy4alHO
yOuIM meTeHkIIIa 3TOro Buaa. [Ipegku 6a604ek B SPOCTH MIPUMKHYIH K OoraM, TepeioMuB X0
CpaXKeHUs B ONUHOYKY, U UX aTaKU CTa/IM A7 JeMOHOB BEYHEIM KOIIMapOM.

B 3moxy aHTMYHOCTH OHA W3 CUIbHEHIINX CeKT IIOXUTHIIA TOTOMKOB 0ab0ueK, IHTasCh BEIKAYATh UX
nap. B otBeT knan 6abouek B COCTaBe BCETO IATUAECATU 0c0o0eil 3a MOIIHS BEIPE3asl BCIO CEKTY,



BBEIPBAB OYIIX Y KaXKOO0T'0, 1 CKPBIJICA. ,]:[peBHI/Ie XPOHHUKHU I'JIaCAT, 9YTO Ha MECTe TOM CEKTHI eIre
TBICAYY JIET HU49€eTro He POCIIO.

Temeps, KOrfa 3TOT TPO3HBIM BUJ MTOSIBUIICS 3[[€Ch, IPUCYTCTBYIOIINE TIOMPaYHEIIH.

— CemuiBetHas 6ab0uka, Thl JEHCTBUTENILHO X0UeIllh CTaTh HAIIUM BParoM? — IporpeMes TojIoc
[Toxwuparens Hebec.

Babouka X010IHO B3TJIAHYJIA Ha HETO U OTBETHUIIA:

— C ygero GbI 9T0 Bpaxma? 3axopoHeHNe beccMepTHHIX — He TBOSI BOTYMHA, U 51 BOJIbHA BOUTH TYIA,
KOTa Ioxearo.

KpoBaBhIii IpakoOH ¥ MypaBel, omacasich 6a604Ky, mpoMorday, He obpaliias BHUMAHUS Ha TTIYIOCTh
[Toxwuparenst Hebec, u MUIIb TPUCTAIBHO CIIEIUITH 38 BpaTaMH.

— Xa-xa... [Toxoxe, s omo3pmas, — pa3falcs B HACTYNUBIIEY TUIINHE YapYyHOIIUU My KCKOU T'0JI0C.

C Heba MOCHITAINCh YEePHLIE JIETIeCTKH, ¥ OMyCTHUIICS POCKOIIHBIN MTaJlaHKUH. BoceMb HOCHUIIBITUKOB,
ybst aypa OblJla HEOCTIOPUMO BHIIIE YPOBHSI MacTepa — Ha JiereHmapHou crynenu [Oyum BoxkecTtsa!

— KT0 3T0? Y Hero gaxe HOCUNTBIIUKY Ha ypoBHe [lymiu boxecTBa! — 3amientan BOKPYT.

[Tox B30paMu TOJIIHI IIOJIOT TTajlaHKKWHA OTKHHYJIA U3SIIHasA pyKa. [10sIBUNICS MyKYKHA C SIPKOH,
IIOYTH KEHCTBEHHOW KPacoTOM, HalloMUHao1e BeTyumi muoH. C erkoy ynb0Kol Ha rybax u B
OenBIX OfleXkKaxX, pa3BeBalOIIMXCS Ha BETPY, OH BHITJIAE] HEBEPOSITHO BEJINYECTBEHHO.

Cy f1Hb MIaBHO CIYCTHIICS C MaJlaHKWHA, OMKUPAsCh Ha PYKY CNTYTH. BRIXKUBIINE YUeHUKH [BOPIIA
CroaHbLI3U TYT XKe Tajiyd HULI:

— IIpuBeTCTBYEM MOJIOMOTO TOCIOOUHA!

Cy fAub x070HO OpOCUI B3I HA 9Ty KYy4YKY HUKYEMHBIX JIIOfled U HampaBuics K [y Mo AHb.

— l'ocmoxa [y, MpUBETCTBYIO BaC, — C CHUSIIOIIeH yIrIOKON TPOU3HEC OH.

Te, KTO 3aMBIIITISAN pacnpaBuThes ¢ [y Mo dHb mocie Bxofa B TPOOHHUILY, BMUT IIOKPHIIUCH XOTIOAHBIM
IIOTOM, PafysiCh, UTO He yCIEeJI IPETBOPUTL CBOM IIJIaHHI B KK3Hb. JTa [IeByIIKa 6e3 BUAUMOTO
ITPOUCXO0KIEHUS OKa3anlach CECTPOM MOJIOOTO TOCIOAWHA CEKTHI 1I3BICS10, 1a ellle ¥ B TaKUX OMU3KUX
OTHOIIEHUSX C JKECTOKMM HacleJHUKOM ABoplia CoaHbII3H.



Cy fub ocTaHoBuUsCS neper [y Mo fAHb:

— l'ocnoxka [y, ¢ Halllei MocjaegHe BCTPeYHX s 0UeHb TOCKOBaJI. BEl UyBCTBYeTe, KaK CUIIbHO ObeTCs
Moe cepaue papu Bac? [locnyinaiiTe, Kak OHO CTy4HT...

O9Tu GeccThIKHME CJT0BA 3acTaBuIM KyiHIO, CTOSIBILIETO TI03aK ¥ CTAPABILEroCs He MPUBIIEKATh
BHMMaHUS, e[Ba He IONepXHyThCs. CIIPaBUBIIKCE C KAIllJIeM, OH YKPaKOM 00epHYIICs, Keas
IIOCMOTPETh Ha 3TOT0 Harsella.

[TpucMmoTpeBIKCch, KyiiHI0 Ha MTHOBeHHE 3aMep. [ToueMy 3TOT Y4eI0OBEK KaXKeTCsI eMy TaKUM
3HAaKOMHKIM? [ToKa4yaB TOJI0BOM, OH MIPOOOPMOTA:

— Crapelo, HaBepHOe. Bce KaxXyTcs 3HAaKOMBIMH, Te 00KeCTBEHHbIE UMIIePATOPHl OCTABUJIU CITUIIKOM
rIyOOKuU¥ Ce B MOeH MaMsITH.

Barnap Kyinio npussek BHuMaHue Cy fAHd. ToT, y3HaB ero, Ha CEKyHAYy U3MEHUJICS B JIUIlE, HO 3aTEM
paccmesincs:

— He oxwupgarn, 4T0 3a noiaroaa Y I'OCIIOKH ,[[y IIOSABATCA TaKKW€ CUJIBHBIE 3alllUTHUKHA.

Ero cnosa ycrnokounu KyiHio, KOTOPHIHM PEIINI, YTO OUINOCH.

B 9TOT MOMEHT BpaTa TaHOTO MKpPa C TPOXOTOM PaCIaxHYIKCh. Bce KyIbTHBATOPEI, CJIOBHO
00e3ymeB, OPOCUTTHCH BIIEPES.
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