ViTaH HEOOBSICHUMO B3IPOTHYI.

Iaxe ecinu ToMm eme He ObT BonaH-me-MopToOM, B 3TOT MUT B €r0 Ijla3ax He OBIJI0 HUYEro OT JeTCKOM
HEeBUHHOCTH.

— Tom, THI elrle He MOIHUI CBOH CyIl, — MTaH caM ITOHMMaJI, HaCKOJIbKO HeJIeTO 3BYYHUT 3TO
OllpaBIaHuUe.

He moxupasick 0TBETa, OH CTUCHYIT SYGBI, IMOOHSATICSA U IIOOOIIE]II K I'PYIIIIe JIeTefI.

— 4 cam xoTen ApyxKuUTh ¢ TOMOM, HUKTO MEHST He 3aCTaBjIsi, — MTaH MOOHSI BBEPX MaJIeHbKYIO
JafgoIKy. — A 4To KacaeTcs pyku boba — 3T0 ero co6cTBeHHbIE Mpo6aeMbl. OH caM IPUBEN PedsT,
yT0OB 00uaeTh ToOMa, He Hy2KHO BCE IIEPEBOPAYUBATD C HOT Ha I'OJIOBY.

HUtan TOBOPHII PaCCyOUTENIbHO, B NE€THU Ha MI'HOBEHHKE OIIEIINJIY, HE 3Hasd, YTO OTBETUTH.

3aKOHYMUB, OH BEPHYJICA Ha CBO€ MECTO, OOHSIJT TIJTIONIEBOT0 KPOJIWKA U CHOBA BIEIINUJICA B PYKAB TomMma.

ToMm, Ka3anock, yxe IPUBLIK K 3TOMY TPy3y Ha CBOEM pyKaBe, JIUIIh PABHOAYIIHO CKOJIb3HYII
B3TJISIOM II0 TOpYallleMy XO0XOJIKY BOJIOC Ha MaKyIke VtaHa.

Cups psimoM ¢ TomoM, MiTaH MBICIIEHHO BBITED ITOT CO J10a: OHYM TONBKO YTO UyIOM M30eKalu TOTO,
yTOOHI IIONIACTh B HEMUJIOCTh K YMEHbIIIeHHOM Konuu TemHoro Jloppaa.

— V¥V T1e6s1 HOTM [ipoXkKaT, — MaJIbYUK II0CTapIlle HAaKJIOHUICS K HeEMY, U ero yibsi0Ka 3acTaBuia MraHa
II0XO0JIOMETh.

— Towm, g IPOCTO CIUILIKOM MHOTO Chell... — VTaH mmoyecasn 3aThUIOK, U JIETKUM PyMSHEL Ha ero
JIeBOM ITleKe Hadajl IOHEMHOTY O/leIHETh.

Tom mepectan yneibaThesi. ETo HacTpoeHue Bcerpa OBII0 TepeMeHYUBEIM, KaK MOTofia.

— HWraH, — 66CCTpaCTHO IIPpOMU3HEC OH, I'IIAOA Ha MaJIbYUKa U3-II0O YEJIKKW YEePHEBIX BOJIOC, CIIETKa
3aKPHEIBABIIIHUX I'JIda3a.

— M? — WTaH NOCIyIIHO [IOAHSA T'OJIOBY.

— 4 He mo6mio TpenaTenbCcTBa. ECnu TH BOPYT... — TOM He yCIiesl 3aKOHUUTh, KaK ero XOJIOAHYI0
JIaflOHb HaKphlJla MajleHbKas Telasd pydka.

HUtan 3arjIsHyJI B 3TN YE€PHEBEIE€ KaK CMOJIb I''lta3a 1 UCKPEHHE IIPOU3HEC:



— ToM, MBI BeOb IPY3bs, TpaBaa?

Tom TIIOCMOTPEI B sAICHBIE I'lTa3ad MaJIb9YUKa W TUXO ITEIKHYII.

C Toro caMoro MOMeHTa, KakK ero 6p0CI/IJ'II/I, OH IIPHUBEIK XKUTh B OJUHOYECTBE, HO ceiyac B FJ'IYGI/IHG
OyIIN MIeBEJIbHYIJIIOCh HEYTO CTPAHHOE. 3T10 YYBCTBO OBLITO OOHOBPEMEHHO HEIIPUATHLEIM U IIyT'aloIle
HOBEIM.

OH pe3KOo BHIOEPHYI PYKY ¥ TIOIIENT TPOYb.

HTaH X0TeN JOTHATh €ro, HO X0JIOOHOe YXOOU 3aCTaBUJIO €r0 3aMepeTh Ha MECTe.

EMy 0CTaBaJIOCh TOJIBKO CMOTPETH, KaK CIIMHA MaJIbYHKa IIOCTEIIEHHO PACTBOPAETCSA BOAJIN.

[Toroma B JIoHOHEe CTpaHHAsA: COJIHIIE 3leCh — PEOKUi TOCThb, OOMIBIIYI0 YaCTh BDeMEHU OHO TUXO
IPSIYETCs 3a MJIOTHEIMY 00JIaKaMu.

WTaH yumen B JalbHUAN YTOJ MPUIOTA U MTOCIYIITHO YCEJICs Ha CTaphle Kadyeny.

B XorBapTce y HETo OBIJI0 MHOTO Ipy3€el, HO HUKTO 13 HUX He ObLJI T0X0XK Ha ToMa.

KiTaH, KOTOPOTO BCe JTIOOUIN 3a MUJIOBUAHYIO BHEIIHOCTD, CTOJIKHYJICS C Hepa3pemuMon 3agadeii. OH
cumesn Ha KadessX, YIUPasch MaJleHbKUMU CTYIIHSIMHU B 3€MJTIO, ¥ B OTYASTHUYM 00XBATHII JIUIIO
JIaOOHSIMHU.

YT0oOH UCTOPUS CEeMbH DUBOH HE IMOBTOPUIIACH, OH HOJIXKEH CHEeJaTh TaK, YTOOHI I0HEIA BomaH-me-
MopT He OBLI CBSI3aH C MAarm4eCKUM MUPOM. Ec/iu maMsTh ero He IMOIBOOUT, B KHUTaX, KOTOPBIE OH
yuTan B 6ubnuoTreke, OBIJI0 CKa3aHo, 4To ToMm mocTymui B Xoreaptc B 1938 rony.

1938-i4... U'TaH KpenKo cxkKaJjl BEPeBKU KaydeJlel.

Ceituac 1937-it. 9TO 3HAUUT, YTO Yepe3 rof AupekTop JamOamop mpuUOeT B 9TOT IPUIOT U 3abepeT
Toma B XorsapTc!

Korpma 3To cinyuutcs, OyOeT yxKe IMO3MHO YTO-TO MPeAIPUHUMATS.

— OTO Cl0XKHee, 4eM IOJYYUTh OLIEHKY BHIIIE YOOBIETBOPUTEIHHO II0 3aIUTE OT TEMHBIX UCKYCCTB...
Oii, KTO 3TO IJTa4eT? — pacCTPOeHHHIN VTaH OTIsAesNcs ¥ 3aMEeTUJI B yTIIy Kpai 6eioro miaThs.

HaBepHoe, KT0-TO U3 HeTel, KOTo 3mech obumenu... UTaH CUPEITHYII C Kadyeslel U HallpaBUICS B TY
CTOPOHY.



— V-y-y... Kak oHE MOTJI TaK C TOOOU MOCTYMHTh... — JeBOYKA CHJIe/Ia Ha CTYIeHbKaX, IPUKUMas K
cebe KpPoJMKa C KJIOUbsIMH BBIAPAHHOM IIEPCTH, ¥ CJIe3bl KATUIIUCH 110 ee IIeKaM.

WTaH y3Has ee: UMEHHO OHa IIpUHecsa Tou TeTe CIHOU I'YCUHYIO I'OJIOBY 0€3 IepheB.

IleBOouKa YCIIbIIIaJia Iard, HaCTOPO2XKEHHO IIOOHAJId T'OJIOBY U, YBUIEB HWtaHa, HEMHOTO CMYILIEHHO
IIMBITHYJIa HOCOM.

— Tol B mopsAnKe? — Tuxo cupocun Hras.

Crapimie B ceMbe OWBOH C JEeTCTBa VUMM ero OBITh 00XOIUTEIbHEIM C JaMaMHU.

—0... IIPOCTO y2KACHO, — OE€BOYKaA BRITEPIIA CIIE3HI. BEITIO BUOHO, YTO K TAKOMY dKKYPATHOMY
MAJIb9HUKY, KaK HTaH, Y HEe HET HEeIIPUA3HU.

— Bob u ero maiika BEICTPUTJIH IIEPCTh MOEMY KPOJIUKY, TeIleph OH IT0X0XK Ha CTaphlil TAallOK TETU
Canpu, — OHa Hafyna TyORI, TIISIAS Ha TIOOMMYI0 UTPYIIKY, ¥ CHOBA pPa3phiganach.

— Kak Tebs 30ByT? — cnpocun MrtaH.

— 4... 1 OMuIM, — mpolIenTaiga JeBoYKa.

— Xopotro, goporas MUy, I0XKanyicTa, He IJIayb, TH TaK IJ1a3kKy cebe MCIOPTUILL, — YTEIIUII ee
Wran. — 1 Mory cfenaTh Tak, YTOOBI TBOM KPOJIUK BBEITJISAMIEN HE TaK... CTPAHHO.

— Hpan[a? — HOEeBOYKa CKBO3b CJIE3HI YHBIGHYJT&CB.

— KoneuHo, Mucc Omunu, — Mtad yBepeHHO BHIIPSIMUJI CIIUHY.

OH oTHan el CBOETO ITIONIEBOTO KPOJIUKA, a Y Hee IONPOCUIT IEHTOUKY. IMUIIH, JOBEPUBIINCEH MY,
Iiepefana CBOero 3BephKa, U 1Ba peGeHKa TUXO YCEeIUCh Ha CTYIEeHbKaX.

WTaH akKypaTHO pacuyecas CIyTaBILIyIOCS LMIEPCTKY U 3aBsi3al IEHTOUKOM MaJleHbKUM XBOCTUK,
KOTOPBIY KaK pPa3 3aKPhLT IPOIIJIEIINHY.

— Cmotpu! — WTaH nOgHSAT KPOIUKa.

— WraH, TH IIpoCTO BoJIIIeOHUK! — OMum Obljia B BOCTOpre, oOHMMasi CBOIO J'II06I/IMI/II.IY U CHuds OT
CY9acCThbd.



WUtaH nuis CKPOMHO YJ'IBIGHYJ'ICH, MEICJIEHHO 6J1a1"011ap${ OJEBOYKY 3a TO, YTO OHa IMOMOTJIa UM
n30eKaTh HAaKa3aHHUs 3a TOr0 TyCd.

Kak pas korga Omunu, KpacHes, coOupasnachk CIIPOCUTh, He XOUET JI OH APYKUTh, XOJIOMHBIHN T'0JI0C
IIpepBa ee.

— HTan.

ToM mmosIBUICA Y HUX 3a cnuHou. Ero 6pIOKI/I OBLIIH BJIQXKHBIMH, 4 Ha II0J0JI€ BUOHEJINCH IISATHa I'PA3N.

— Tom! — Mtan oGepHYIICS, HACKOPO IIOMPOIIAICS ¢ MUK U noadexan K HeMy. — ['me Tel Obin? A
TeOs HUTOe He MOT HaWTH.

— A ThI ucKan? — ToH Toma ObIn JIEJSIHBIM, a B3rJId0 IIPUKOBAH K OMuu.

— 9-3... — WitaH noHsn, 4To COONTHYI JIUIITHEE, ¥ TIOCITYIIHO BIEMUIICS B pyKaB ToMa. 3aMeTUB XOJIO[
B €T0 T'Jla3aX, OH II0YYBCTBOBAJI, KAK BHYTPU BCE CKAJIOCh OT TpeBoru. — ToM, morgeM obpaTHO.

Ero pyka Ckoyb3HYJIa BHU3 10 PyKaBYy U KPEIKO C3KaJla XOJIOOHEIE TTasTbIlkL.

Tom Ha MrHOBeHUE 3aMep, coOMpasiCh OTTOJIKHYTh MaJb4iKa, HO TOT iepKaJl ero CIUIIKOM KPEIKo.
Tak WTaH u yBeJ ero npoue.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOT[la OHU 00EPHYIUCH, MUK Kpemde Ipuxkaja K cebe KpoluKa, YyBCTBYS, KaK
MOPO3 mpobexkalt mo Koxe.

CGKYHI[Y Ha3aad OHa BCTPETHUJIIACH B3rjIsigOM C TEM CAMBIM XOJIOOHBIM, IIYyT'dIOIIUM B3TJIAOO0OM.

910 OBINO yKacHo... [11a3za Pupaamna... oHU ObUIM IIPOCTO CTPAIIHBIMU.

Haxe KPOJIKK B €€ PYKaX OPO02KaJl BCEM TeJIOM, CJIIOBHO IIPEAYYBCTBYA 6eJ1y.
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