— IIpoxonu, MprcaXkXUBAKC, MOPOras... «JIeIu», — C HPOHKUEH MPOU3HeCa IbPHiKa,
IPUTTIAMIAOIIKMM XXEeCTOM yKa3biBas [1eipo Ha MecTo.

3a e€ CIIMHOMU BHICUJIMCH KHUKHEIE CTeJIJIaXkK! — BHICOKHE, HO, B OTJINYME OT TeX, UTO CTOSIU
CHapyKH, BIIOJIHE COpa3MepHLIe YeloBeKy. [107IKu ObUIM IJIOTHO 3a0UTH KHUTAMU, a BOKPYT Hapuil
YIOT: MSITKHE KOBPHI, 6eCYuCcieHHOe MHOXKECTBO Pa30pPOCaHHBIX MOAYIIEK U My(}OB, N3AIIHbIE KPecya
M KyIIETKN B 9K30TUUYECKOM CTHUJIE, MaJIeHbKNE CTOJIMKY, YKpalleHHbe XKUBLIMY [IBETaMU, ¥ IIOBCIOLY
— CBUTKU IlepraMeHTa U Mepuawomye KaMHY maMaTu. 30ecCh BCE OBIIANI0 MyAPOCTEHIO.

Bups, uto BopoHa Toxke o0ofpsioie yar0HYyIach, Ilempo ocTopoxHO BhiOpasia yrojioK U cejla Ha
KOBED, MMPUCIIOHUBILIUCE K cTenaxy. KatepuHa oOMeHsmach B3rnsgnoM ¢ boponoii. Ta cTosina K
[Tegpo ciuHOM, 1, XOTS OBIJIO HESICHO, YTO UMEHHO OHA BhIPa3ujia CBOMM JIUIIOM, KaTepuHa JTUIIh C
Iocamoy mokKavasia I'OJI0BOM.

— Kcrartu, mouemy 3mech UMEHHO ThI? — BopoHa HEOPEKHO OTCTeTHYyNa Med, 6POCHUIa ero B CTOPOHY
1, C BUIUMBIM 00JIer4YeHHeM yToIlas B MATKOM Kpeclie, IPUTSHYIa K cebe MOmyIIKY.

Katepuna HeBOJIbHO YNIBIOHYIIACh, TTISAS Ha HEE, TIONpaBua MOAYIIKY 3a CIMHOMN IOAPYTH, TOANKUPas
€€ TIHIIIHEIE PRIZKKE BOJIOCH, U OMYCTHUIACh B cocegHee Kpecyo. E€ TOHKME masbIlhl IIaBHO
CKOJIb3HYJIM 110 BO3MAYXY, OCTaBIIsAs 3a COO0M CBETSUIUNCS CTeq.

— Xouels 4yero-HuOyab BRIIUTL? [ToMHIO, TH T00UIIL JIyHHOE BUHO. A 9Ta I0HAs Jegu? —
IpoIIenTana OHa.

BopoHa KuBHYJIa, COTamIasch ¢ BEIGOpoM, U 06epHyiack K [lempo:

— Yero xouelb T, MaJbIIKa? 37€Ch €CTh BCE YTO YyTOAHO. XOTh 3b(GHiiCKasi Y TPEHHSS poca, XOTh
nrupoxkHoe «CTo BETOB» U3 beckoHeuHOro neca!l

ITegpo mokadana rOI0BOM:

— Cmacubo, He HYXHO... MHe moCcTaTOYHO CTaKaHa COKa U3 IJI0O0B gepeBa CTpean bora.

KaTrepurHa C OIymyTIXBHM YKOPOM 3aMeTHIa:

— BOpOHa, THI ommOaelbesi. Y Xuc He BCE ecTh. Bo BCcIkoM Ciliy4ae... 3JeCb HET HU4Y€ero CJIUIIKOM
KuCoro. Tel 3a0bla, YTO OH HUKOTTA He eCT KHUCJIOT0?

— O, ToyHo. TOT caMbIli TapeHb, KOTOPHIM [aXKe XKapeHyio pei0y He MOIMBaeT TUMOHHBIM COKOM...
Hy, Torma uTo mocoBeTyelb? Ecnu cayInaTh 3Ty MaJIBIIIKY, OHa ObI IIOMIPOCHIa MIPOCTO BOAHI.

— MoxerT... mompo6yeIlb COK II0H0B aepeBa Ctpeinbl bora, KOTOPHIM IPUBE3NH U3 IYCTHIHU MopaTu?



HeBep05{THO CBEXMWH, TH faxe IIPpEeACTaBUTh cebe He MOXKeIllb.

[Toka OHa TOBOpHIIA, B IPOCTPAHCTBE PSIIOM C HeH M3 HUOTKYyIa BO3HUKIIM YIIOMSHYTHIE HAIUTKA U
YTOILIEHH s, BKITIOYast Yadl U CIIA[OCTH M7 Heé caMoi. Pa3maB rocTsaM yrollleHre, OHA BEepHYJIach Ha
CBOE MecCTo.

— Hicupop OBln 0TO3BAH 110 IPUKa3y, ¥ MHE MIPUIIUIOCH TOIMEHUTDh €T0 Ha HEeCKOJIbKO gHel. Ho, Kak
BUOUIND, 5 He B JIeliceHOypre, Tak 4TO He MOT'Y ITIepeMellaThCsl Yepe3 MPOCTPAHCTBO B TOPTOBBIN 3al
M BBIHYKJ€Ha CUOETD 3[eCh, YIIPaBIASACH C fenaMu JleliceHOypra oTciofa, — mnoscHuia Katepuna. —
A 3auem THI npuiia B ['unpaui0? T Bedb HUKOTTIA He 3aX0Oullh 6e3 mena.

[Tpu ymomuHaHUM 3TOr0 BopoHa mocepre3Heia, OTCTaBUila XPyCTalbHBIN O0Kajl ¢ JIYHHBIM BUHOM U
BBHIIPSIMUJIACE:

— YV meHs HEIIPpUATHOCTH.

Ona BKparTIle paccka3aia ucropuio Ilenpo. Barnan Katepunsl, oOpallieHHbIM Ha TOCThIO, 3aCTABUI TY
IIOYYBCTBOBaTh ce0s1 Kak Ha JIafiloHH, HO 3/Mb(puiiKa TyT XkKe Je/IMKaTHO 0TBejIa ria3a. Korga pedb
3ama 0 ToM 0e3BPEMEHHO yIIeAleM Monyanbde, ¢ muila KaTepuHb ucyesna gpyxento0Has yibOKa.
Ona nopHs4Iach U, IOAABIINCH K BOpoHe, cripocuna:

— Y 3HAYUT... TOT pe6EHOK IIPOCTO CHAJICS?

B eé romoce 3Byuasna takas riybokas ckopOb, YTO XOTEJI0Ch HeMe[IJIEHHO e€ yTemuTh. OgHAKO Ha
Bopony ato, noxoxe, He gelicTBoBas0. OHa JIUIIb ONIYCTUJIA OJIOBY:

— Ilpoctu, Katepura. Ecnu Gbr s Obla pemmmMTenbHee, BOSMOKHO, 1 OBl ero cracinia... Het, ecnu Ob s
Cpa3y OTIPaBHUIACh Ha €r0 IOUCKH, s OB TOYHO ero CIiacia.

— JTO0 He TBOS BHHA. f MOHMMAaI0 TBOM HaMepeHHus, HO... — KaTepuHa KeCcTOM OCTaHOBHUJIA €€,
BEPHYJIach B KPECJIO U, IPUJIOKUB JIaloHb KO JI0Y, B3MOXHYy/Na. — TaKWX CllydaeB yKe CIUIIKOM
MHOTO0... I uX cCTaHOBUTCS BCE 0O0JIbIIe, a MBI HIYETO He MOXKEM C 3THUM IIofesaTh. B mocaenuue romul
B JIECY PEKO pa3pelnamT AeTSM BEIXOOUTh HapyXKy. Tsl roBopulllb, oH u3 Cepaua ITpupomsr?
B03M0KHO, Yy HEero OblIM BaXKHBIE TPUYUHEI TAK PUCKOBATh, HO S HE MOT'Y ITPEICTaBUThb, YTO MOTJIO
3aCTaBUTh pebeHKa B OQUHOYKY OTIIPABUTLCS B YeJIOBeUEeCKOoe 00IIeCTBO... ITO Ke CMEPTENIbHO
OITacHO!

— Katepuna, — BopoHa Hakpela CBOeH TaflOHbI0 PYKY IOAPYTH, JieXKallylo Ha MOAIOKOTHUKE, U C
COYYyBCTBHEM I10KayaJjia r'0JI0BOM.

KaTtepuHa, BUZUMO, BCIIOMHUB O IIPUCYTCTBUH [lenpo, 6BICTPO B3siyia cebsi B PYKK ¥ BHOBB 0Opena
IIPEKHIO0 3JIeTAaHTHOCTh. BopoHa o0HsNa e€. B 3ToT MoMeHT Ilenpo 3amMeTusnia, 4YTo, HECMOTPS Ha
BEICOKUY pocT Katepunsl, bopoHa Gblyia HACTOJILKO KPYTIHEE, YTO MOTJjia Obl LIeIMKOM 3aKJTIIOUUTh €€ B



00BsaTHS. X cTaTh Oblla pa3Hoi: BopoHa He Oblyla TaKOHM XPYIKOH, OHA BHIIAAEA KaK 3aIIUTHULA,
crocoOHas YKPBITh IPYTOro OT 000k 6embl. OHa Kpenko npuxana Katepuny K cebe, MoKa Ta He
TI0XJIOTIaa €€ TI0 IJIedy, MPOCsS OTIYCTHUTE.

— Tax... ToT pebeHOK YTO-HuOYyAbh OCTaBUI?

[Tegpo, BEIpOCIast Cpenu JIofel, BPs JIU MOTJIa IIOHSTh, KaKoe 3HaueHue s 371b(oB, Yel pof Tak
MeJIJIEeHHO PacTeT, UMeeT IIOTOMCTBO. M He Moria Mpo4yBCTBOBATh Ty 60/b, OT KOTOPO#  3MbGUNUKI
Ha Trjla3aX BLICTYIIUJIK CJIE3HI IIPU MBICIIH O TIOTEPe COTIEMEeHHMKA, KOTOPOro OHa JaXke He 3Haja
nuyHo. HecMoTps Ha 6e3ympeuynbie MaHePH, KaTepruHa He CMOTJIa TOJTHOCTBIO CKPHITh OXBATUBIIIYIO
eé meyvalb.

BopoHa mocTaia oxkepelbe, OCTaBIIeecs OT Moyanbga, mepenana ero KatepuHe u moBemana 0 €ro
nocnenHei Bone. Korma KatepuHa yOpara peluKBHiO, Pa3roBOP Mepelien K TeKyLUM podieMaM.

— IIpencrasnsgens? B orpoOMHOM JIIOACKOM I'OPOfe IIeCTePO AETHUIIeK, MTaAlle ABaflaTH JIeT,
Oerator 6e3 mpucMoTpa. Y MeHs cepflle YyTh He BHIIPHITHYJIO, KOTHa s UX yBumena! — bopoHa
IIpuXKania PyKy K rpynou. — TaM ofiHa Hallla fleBOYKa, OUH TBOW COPOAUY, TPOE IIOJTyOPKOB U OfUH
nonynBopd. [lymaio, X IpHUBe3/Iu PaOOTOPTOBIIE], UJTU K€ OHU POAUIIUCH B UEJIOBEYECKOM OO0IIEeCTBE
¥ He 3HaJIM, YTO OHU HHBIE. TBOM UM MOSI — OHH TaK IIOXOXKHU Ha JIIOAeH, 4TO eciau OBl He MarndecKue
Kojie0aHus, 1 ObI HU 3a YTO MX He MpHU3HaIa.

— U 18I cobupaembcs 0TBE3TH Ty LEBOUKY Ha OCTPOB?

— Koneuno! { He MOTYy OCTaBUTb €€ TaM, MHaYe CTapeUIINHEI C XKUBOH IIKYpy cunycTaT! — BopoHa
BCIIOMHUJIA, KaK Kaponuu Obllla HeIOBOJIbHA, ¥ BUHOBATO B3TJIsIHY/IA Ha [legpo. — MHe IPUIIIOCH
M3MEHHUTHL MapIIpyT. 4 Bemb obelllana JOCTAaBUTD 3Ty MaJbIIIKy Bo OypHap.

[Tempo cMyTuIach MO0 BHEMaHHEM OBYX KPAcaBHUII, HO Te€ ORICTPO OTBEJIM B3TJISIIEI, TIO3BOJISS €M U
Oasbllle TUXO HaOJII0gaTh 3a ux 0ecemon.

— Pa3 Tam ecTh ¥ Halll OeTH, S JOIXKHa AeicTBoBaTh. Ho g ceityac B UMnepuu Ilonaduk, u He
3Halo, ECTh JIU MOOIM30CTH KTO-TO U3 HAIIUX... bOpoHa.

KaTepuna nocmotpena Ha BOpoHY ¢ Takoil MATKOCTHIO, UYTO €€ 3eJIEHBIE T'/1a3a, CJIOBHO COJIHEYHHBIN
CBET CKBO3b JIMCTBY, 3aCTaBUIM ObI J1I000T0 pacTasith. bopoHa, Ka3anoch, Oklsia K 3ToMy rotoBa. OHa
oTtnusa JIyHHOro BUHA ¥, IIOIPaBIIsAA BOJIOCH, B3MOXHYIA:

— 4 tak u 3Hana. O, ®esa 3eneHoro Jlucrta KaTeprHa... CKOJIBKO e Thl MHE 3afoJizKaa?

KatepuHa HeXXHO yIBIOHYTIaCh:

— 9710 Tebe BunHee. TOT, KOMY HOMKHEL, IOMHUT BCE, a JOJIXKHUKY pa3Be YIIOMHUTD?



— Ilpu XKU3HU g 3aCTaBIIO Te0S BEPHYTh BCE [I0 MTOCJIEMHETO.

— ¢ Bcerpa K BallluM yCJIyTaM.

[loniuB ocTaTKX BMHA, bopoHa HaxXMypuach:

— Ho kak MHe nepefaTh TeOe TOT0 napHsa? BecKOHeYHHIH Jiec Ha ApyroM KoHIle octpoBa! Th
X0Yellb, YTOOH! ... — OHa BEIPA3UTENIbHO MTOKOoCcKach Ha [lefipo, — ...poTaluia e€ Yepe3 BeCh
octpoB? Yepes xpebeT JlopeTuM s OHI ellle mepedpaach caMa, HO C Hel...

— Torpma st CBSIZKYCh CO CBOMMH, ITYCTh MPHUIILTIOT KOT0-HUOY b 3a0paTh ero ¢ ocTpoBa. IIycTh OH
OTIIPABJISETCS Ty[a BMECTE C TBOEH MEBOYKOM, S YBepeHa, Bl 0 HUX 1103a00TUTECH.

Bompoc 6511 pemies. Bopora crpocua:

— A 4TO HacCYeT OCTa/IbHBIX YeTBEPHIX? MHe 4TO0, 6eKaTh B MMyCThIHIO MopaTu ¥ Belnukyio CTemnb
Kapre? A y noguoxkus JlopeTuMa Toxke He caxap. Brl MeHs B rpo0 3aronute! 4 BooOiie-To
aBAHTIOPUCTKA, CIIPOCUTE Y OPYTUX, CKOJIbKO OHU OTOBHI 3aIlJIaTUTh 3a TaKOe COIIPOBOXKIEeHUE?

KaTepuHa nmpumnopHsiia mond0poIoK:

— A CKOIBKO 3Ta Jie[u 3aliaTuiia Tebe 3a COHpOBO}KJIeHI/Ie?

Bopona 3anHynace:

— OHa...

— 4... 1 3amnmauy eit MHOro geHer! — Ilepo, yCbIIaB BOIIPOC, BEIIPSMUIACH U BHITIAIKATIA 9TO TaK
IIOCTIEITHO, OYATO MBITalach JOKa3aTh CBOIO COCTOSITEIbHOCTD.

KaTeprHa npuKpEIa POT PYKOH, CKphIBasi cMex. I[lepo moKpacHesa, HO TBEPHO IIOBTOPHUIIA:

— {4l 3annayvy ey, nenu.

— Hy, cnpimrana? OHa 3amiaTUT, — OOBOJIBHO OTBeTHIa bopoHa.

KaTeprHa c upoHUEN 3aMeTHNa:

— Borocs, TH YZKe IOoJIy4YHuJia OIlJIaTy, Cyas II0 TBOEMY NOBOJIBHOMY BHUIY. U 3T0 BHO OBLIH HE JIYHHEIE
MOHETHI.



— 91! Bce coBceM He Tak! — BopoHa cMmyTunace. — {4 He cTaHy 00MXKaTh feTen!

— XM... a OHa TOYHO PeOeHOK?

— HerT!

— KoneuHo, pe6eHOK! — 0fHOBpeMeHHO BOCKIUKHYHU [Tegpo u BopoHa.

O6e CMYTHUIIUCE. BOpOHa JINIIb YOUBJIEHHO MOPIrHYyJIa, a Heupo IIOKPaCHeJIa TakK, 9TO OBlya TOTOBA
IIPOBAJIUTECA CKBO3b 3€MIIIO. KaTepHHa THUXO0 paCCMedANacCh, 1 €€ IIMHHbIE 30JI0TUCThHIE BOJIOCHI
BOOOIIagOM PacCCHIIIAJIUCh II0 I11e€4YaM, CKpPhIBas JINIO, HO OBITIO BUOHO, KaK €€ IIJIeYH B POCKOIIHOM
IIJIaThb€ MEJIKO IMOAParuBaloT OT COEPXKKWBAE€MOI'o CMeXa.
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