HOiiBanb L[3t10HbaHb Buces Ha [1911 X9HbIOe U He CIIBIIIaN ero pa3rosopa ¢ Csgo baumyHoM.

OH yKpaiKoM CKOCHUJI I'1a3a Ha JuIlo [19# X3Hbos U 3aMeTHUJI, KaK Ha 9TOM ITPEKPacHOM, ITomo6HOM
HepUTY NHIlle CMEHUI0Ch HECKOJIbKO BHIPaXKEeHUM, HO TOT faxke He ImoayMas obpalaTh Ha HeTro
BHUMaHMe. Bocrmonb3osasmucek MoMeHTOM, FO1iBoHE L[310HbaHb €I1le HEMHOI'0 IIOTEPEJICS O €T0 IPyab
1 MSTKO II03BaJl:

— HMMmeparop?

[Ta11 XaHbI0M 3Bajl yKe 0o0pyo MUHYTY, HO Csi0 BalinyH Tak u He mosiBWiICS. [I0HAB, 4TO 9Ta MeJKas
IIaKOCTh OIIpefieJIeHHO MCTUT eMy 3a ciydau Bo [IBopue HOsxya, eMy npuLInocsk CHATh FOUBIHD
lI3r0HBAHS C OepeBa U C MpaYHBIM BUOM HAIIPaBUTHLCA K BEIXOLY U3 IBODA.

3ameTuB, uTo [19i1 X9HbIOU He MporoHseT ero, FOuBaHb LI310HbaHE Clle[ B Ce[ MOCIeq0Bal 3a HUM U
TOoXe MOKUHYJ YcansOy Omapmatoiedt JIyHEL, a YTOIKY ero ryd HeBOJIbHO U30THYIHUCH B TOOeMHOM
yIBIOKE.

[To3guuii TeTHUM BETEPOK TUXOHBKO IMpoHOocusics MuMo. Ha ayime y FOiBaHb LI3t0HbaHS OBLIO TETLIO
¥ pafgocTHO: uMnepartop Benukou 138 coBCEM He TaKOW, KAKUM OIUCHIBAJIA €0 CTapllas CecTpa,
€ro 0Ka3as0oCh JOBOJIbHO JIeTKO 00BECTHU BOKPYT Iasblia!

OrpomHas Kpyrias IyHa OOMHOKO BHCeJa mocpefu OecKpaiiHero HOYHOro Heba, ¥ cepeOpUucCThIi
JIYHHBIA CBET CTPYUIICS BHU3, YKyTHIBast G6eibie CTEHH M YEPHYIO YEPEMHUILY 110 06€ CTOPOHHI YITUITHL
O71eIHBEIM, MEPTBEHHO-XOJIOMHEIM HHEEM.

IToMa, Ka3aBIIuecs Py JHEBHOM CBETe CAaMBIMU OOBIYHBIMU, CEMYAC MMOXOOUIIH Ha MOXKUIIBIX
JKEHIINH, TYCTO HalyIPEHHBIX C HOT [0 TOJIOBHI, U OT KaX/0T0 X yTOJIKa Be3JI0 KYTKOBATON
TaUHCTBEHHOCTEIO.

Bompeku oxumganusiM FOiBaHb [[310HbaHI, BMECTO OXKUBJIEHUS Ha ynulle He OBIJI0 HU OYLIM — KpPoMe
HUX TPOUX.

CKBO3b IIen 3aKPBITHIX nBepefI HE HpO6I/IBaHOCB HH €eIWHOTI'0 OTOHbKA4, 1 JINIb Ha[l dPEIKaMU IIepen
JOMaMu MepLialu KpPOIIedHbIe TOYKH CBETIAYKOB.

ITH OTOHBKM IIJIABHO KPYZXKHUIIK, CJIIOBHO YIIABIIWE Ha 3€MIIIO 3B€3bI, HO B TO 2K€ BPEMS UI3Tydalln
CTpaHHOE, 3JI0BEIIee OYapOBaHHE.

Csio BaiinyH okasascs 1mpas, oHsT [13# X3HbION, OCTaHaBIMBASICh Ha IIyCTOM, 6e3MOJIBHOM yrulle. B
3ToM KyHBJI0 4TO-TO HE Tak!

Ero cemrie Boyock ObTHM 3a0paHbl B BHICOKKM XBOCT. Ha 4ucTOM ¥ KpacuBoM nutie 191 X9HbIOST HE
YUTA0Ch HUKAKMX SMOIIM, X OH XOJIOOHBEIM B3TIaO0oM cMoTpen Ha FOuBsHb 1I310HRAHS.



HO#iBanb L[3t0HBAHb, BIIEPBLIE BLIOPABIIMICS 3a IIPEeIeNIbl KMIIEPAaTOPCKOTO ABOPIIA, He 3aMETHUIT U
cliefia UCIBITYIOLIETO B3rIdAa B rina3ax [19i XoHbos.

MarneHbKUY IPUHI IPUCETT HA KOPTOUKY Iepen IJIOTHO 3aKPHITON NePeBIHHON IBEPhIO, BBITOBUII U3
BOJBI TOKAYMBAIOIIUICS (POHAPUK-TIOTOC U MIPUHSIICSI PACCMATPUBATh €T0 CO BCEH TINATEIHHOCTHIO,
CJIOBHO JTI00Y5ICh KAKUM-TO PEOYANIIUM COKPOBUIIEM!

CrnoBa ympeka, yxe BepreBinuecs y [1si1 X9HbI0d Ha S3BIKe, CAeNaNyd KPyTOU BUPOT U CaMU
COpBaJUCH C Iyo:

— YTO0 THI TaM pa3rn;{;:[HBaemb?

FO1iBaHb 1[310HbaHb C CUSIOIIEN YIBIOKON MIPOTSHYI TaHAEH B CBOEH pyKe U KU3HEPagoCTHO
ITPOU3HEC:

— HMMnepaTop, cMOTpUTE, TYT Kakue-To Hagnucu! KaxeTcs, HanucaHo: «Pa3ny...» — 4T0-TO TaM
«I3pITuH»?

— A Hy gaii B3rngHYTh MHe! — Csi0 BaliyH BHE3amHO BEICKOYUII HAPYXKY, NPUIbHYI K CBEeTUIBHUKY
Benoro JloToca u 3auuTarn o cioraMm: — Kommap... Packonorton... [lymm!

— Yro... — TI'onoc Csio BatinyHa pe3ko B3MbLI BBEPX, IIepexos B BU3r: — Kakoit 6ecCOBECTHBIH
Heropsu Hanucan Kommap Packonotou [ymun?!

[Tsi1 X5HBIOM OCTOPOXKHO NPUHAT U3 pyK FOuBsHL Li3i0HbaHsa CBeTunbHUK bemoro JloToca u
IIPACMOTPEJICS, CKOCHUB Tjla3a.

Jlannen ObLT He GoJibIle TafoOHU. M3sIIHEE JIeIeCTKY B popMe IIBeTKa JIOTOCa OBLIN IOJTYPACKPHITEL,
3allUias HaXOOUBIIEeeCs B EHTPe MacC/IsTHOE JTyYHHKY.

B macre nnaBan GUTUIb TONIMIKXHON C TPABUHKY. Ha ero KOHYKKe NMOTPeCKKBaIl UCKPH, BEIXBAThIBas
13 TEMHOTHI HECKOJIbKO MenKux nepornudos: Kommap Packonoroit Oy, Yxan LI3wIuH.

— Yxan LI3pinnH, 3By4YUT Kak 4yejoBedeckoe uMs, — 3apyMaincs [151 XsHbpol. — A 4TO 3HQYUT
Kommap Packonorou Oymu?

Anp MUH HUKOT[a Ipexae He CIbIajl 3TOr0 Ha3BaHusg. Mol4a CTOos IIpaBOi PYKOU 3@ PYKOSITHIO
Meua Ha Iosice, OH 6OUTENTbHO CIeOUI 3a IPOUCXOISIIUM BOKPYT.

HO#iBanb [[3t0HRaHb TOXKE HUYETO He oTBeTHI. OH BBHIJIOBUJI U3 BOMEI €Ille HECKOJIBKO (DOHAPUKOB H,
TIOIIAPUB BOKPYT, 00HAPYKHUJI, YTO Ha KAXKIOM M3 HUX KPaCyIOTCs Te ke Tpu ueporinuda: Kommap
Packomorou [lymu.



JIumes Csio BaitnyH NpHUIIIO B IPOCTh U IPUHSIIIOCh TPOMKO HETOJI0BATh:

— Kommap Packonotoii [Iyiiy — 3TO caMoe XXeCTOKO€e IIPOKJIATHE BO Tpex Mupax! 9To TeMHOe
KOJIJOBCTBO, IIPU KOTOPOM [YIIM YMEPIINX JII0Oel 3arnedaThiBaloT B COCY[ U IPUHOCAT B JKEPTBY
OPEBHUM CBUPEINHIM YynoBUIllaM!

[Ts11 X3HbIOM, TOOOEeP2KUBas JaHAEeH Ha JIaflOHU, HaXMYPUJICI U CIIPOCHUIT:

— 3aueM IIPUHOCHUTDL OYUIN B 2KEPTBY OPEBHUM CBUDPEIIbIM T-IYJZ[OBI/IH_IHM?

— Papu cunsl! — Cs0 baumnyH 0T 3110CTU 3aKpy2KUJIOCH BOJTYKOM B Bo3ayxe. — [IpuHecTu gyury
Hekoero YxaH I[3bIII1HA B JKEPTBY ApeBHEMY 00KeCTBEHHOMY 3Bepio B 00MeH Ha cuny! Ho
IIPUHECEHHEIE B XXePTBY OYIIN JIUIIAI0TCS IPaBa Ha KOJIeCO CaHCaphl U lepepoxaeHue!

FOuBans L[3t0HbaHb U AHBE MUH He CIBILIANYA pa3roBopa Mexny Cso baunynom u I1ai1 XaHb0EM, OHU
BUEJIU JIUIIb TO, KaK UMIIePaTOp OTPY3UICSA B 3aAyMUYUBOCTS, I1siad Ha CBeTunbHUK Benoro
JloToca.

[To11 X3HbIOM CIIPOCHUIT:

— Yro XKe TOrAa ctaHeT ¢ gymon YxaH LI3vinrHa? Ee coxpyT?

— Koneuno HeT! — Cs10 BaunyH 3aM0Tasio rOJ10BOY TaK, YTO OHA IIPEBPATUJIACh B Pa3MBbITOE IATHO.
— OTo Kyna xyXe, yeM OBITh CheleHHEIM! VX 3aTOYaT B UyKUX TeJlaX, U HaKOIJIeHHas o0una
obpaTutcs 31m000i!

— Haxkomnnennas obumga o6paTtutcs 37mo60i? — B ronoe [1a#1 XoHbI0g 611ecHyna goragka. — Csio
BaiunyH, cKaxu, BO3MOXKHO JI¥, YTO Ta 3J7I0Belas 9HEePrus, KOTOPYI0 MBI BUMIEJIA B IIPOIIION XKU3HY,
IIOSIBUJIACh BOBCE He I10CIIe Moell cMepTH? BEITh MOXKeT, BCE HayasloCh yKe cerddac UM faxke
paHbIme?

Pyxka [Isii Xonb104, fepxasiiasg CBeTunbHUK benoro JIoToca, pe3ko cxkanacs.

Hyumm norubmmx ofei He oTnpaBunivch B [Tog3eMHbN Mup, a OblIM 3amedaTaHbl CPeU CMEPTHEIX,
TIOCTETIEHHO HaNMUTHIBasICh 00UI0M ¥ IpeBpamasichk B 3m00y? M CIyCTs MSATh JIET OHU BBIPBYTCS
HapyXKy BCe pa3oM, 3aKphBasi COJHIle ¥ He0O U YHUUTOXKas BCe KUBOE?

HewnsBeCcTHO OTKyZa IPUILIBIIO 0671aK0 U 3aBUCJIO B BO3[yXe, HATJIyX0 3aCJIOHUB JIyHY. Besble CTeHE
U 4epHas Yepenulia B TEMHOM HOYM YTPaTUIU CBOU OUYepTaHUSs, IPEBPATUBILINCEH B IPUIIABIINX K
3eMJie TUTAaHTCKUX YYTOBHUIII.

B aphIKe 3a CTEHOW TeCHHUIIMCH APYT K APYTy OecYucieHHbe TAaHIeH, UCIyCKas TOYeYKHU CIaboro



CB€Ta U CJIIOBHO HEBHJUMEIE IIEIIN, 0e3MOJIBHO U MEPTBLAIIE CZKUMas Iropjio KYHBJ'[O.

— Xpym!

[1a#1 XaHbIOM IBLIPHYT (GOHAPUK Ha 3eMJTi0. TOT Iapy pas3 MepeKaTUiICs U 3aMep Ha IIJIUTax CUHETro
KaMHS.

W3smiHsie MUHUATIOPHBIE JIETIECTKY JIOTOCA HE TOMBKO He pPa30uInch — U3 HUX He IIPOIUIOCh HU
equHOM KalllIx Maca!

[Ts11 X5HBIOM OTCTYNIUII Ha IIOJIIIara Ha3an U IpuKasa:

— Aup MuH, cpybu ero!

AHp MuH He3aMeTHO OPOCHII B3TJISA Ha COOCTBEHHOTO UMIIEPATOPA, BHITALINII U3 HOXKEH [JTMHHBIH
MeY U MOCITYLIHO 0OPYIIXII €eT0 BHUS.

— ban!

Vickphl OpBI3HYIN BO BCE CTOPOHBL. AHb MUH Ha MTHOBEHME OCTOJIOEHE]I, HaKJIOHUJICS, YTOOHI
OCMOTPETH IIPEeIMET, HO JIaH[eH OCTasCcs abCOMOTHO LeNT ¥ HeBpeguM!

He poxupasce HOBOro nprka3sa [1sii XaHbi0s1, AHb MUH OfMH 3a OPYTUM HaHeC ellle HECKOJIbKO
yaapoB.

— Bx, 011x, O1X...

BcnbixuBanu MCKpHI, (OHAPUK KaTaICs U3 CTOPOHEL B CTOPOHY, Ha Jie3BUM Meda AHb MUHa
II0sIBUJIaCh 3a3yOpHHAa, HO Ha CaMOM JIaHIEeH He 0CTaJ0Ch MOBPEXIEHU! Naxke Ha CaMbIX TOHKHUX
jlenecTKax!

HO#BaHb 1[310HbaHbL IIOCMOTPEIT Ha OIIEeJIOMJIEHHOE BhIpaXkeHUe JIUIA JePeBIHHOTO TeJIOXPAHUTENIS, U
B €T0 YHUCTHIX I'Jla3aX MEJIbKHYJIO YOUBJIEHUE:

— 970 6rarociioBeHHast CBAIIEHHAS yTBaph, OcBsuleHHas CBaATON [eBoi. OOBIYHEIM OPYXKUEM ee HU
38 4YTO He YHUUTOXKUTh.

Casras Hepa? Onsarh?!

[1511 X9HbIOM TOYYBCTBOBAJI IPUCTYI T'OJIOBHOM 007K, B mpomioi XKU3HU OH HUYETO He CIIbIIIAI HU O
Kakou Cesarou [leBe, U Telepsh, IOCIe MePEPOKIEHNS, CKOIbKO XKe ellle CIOPIPU30B MPUTOTOBUI OIS



HEero Cyaobd C YEPHEIM nunom!

— He croit cron6om! — Csio BalinyH ToxKe HUKOTa He CIiblano o CsiTol [IeBe U MPHUHSIIOCH
OATOHATH ero: — Crpocu y FOuBsHb LI3t0HbaH, 4TO 3T0 3a CBaTas [leBa Takas.

— Kto Takas Csaras [leBa? — crupocurn [1au Xaubior. — OHa xkputla FOxHoro Yy?

— Csaras [leBa — He xkpuila! — B rmasax FOuBsnb 1I310HbaHs IIecKanach YuCTas SCHOCTh, KOTa OH
nofHscA U nogouen 6nuxe K [1a XaHbi010. — XoTsa CBsATad Jesa KOxuoro Yy Toxke MPOBOJUT
pUTYyasbl, cCaMoe TIaBHOE ee IIpefHa3HauyeHrue — BO3riIaBidaTh [Ipa3gauk bemoro JloToca.

[Tsi1 X5HBIOM KUBHYJI, ITOKa3bIBas, 4To ciymaeT, 1 KO1BsHb L[310HbaHb ITPOIOIKHUII:

— XKutenu FOxuoro Yy 3anuceBalOT UMeHa ylIeOUIUX U3 XKU3HU POOHBIX Ha CBeTUIbHUKAX benoro
Jlotoca u B meHb [Ipa3nuuka bemoro JIoTroca npuHOCAT ux B CBSIIeHHEIN XpaM, 4ToObl CBsiTas [IeBa
MCIIPOCHUIA AJIs HUX 6J1aroCIOBeHUs.

T'oBopst 006 3TOM, FO¥B3HS 1[310HBAHD CIETKA HAaXMYPHUJT U3SLIHEE OPOBH:

— IlpaBpa, cTapuKy BO OBOPIE CKA3bIBAIOT, YTO AECATOK C JIUIIHUM JieT Ha3apn FOxub Yy nepexun
BeNKoe O6encTBue, oOpyluBIIeecs B Bune HeOecHOM Kapkl. Torma CesaTas JeBa — L[3sgH Cl03CUHD —
panu cnacenus Hapopa FOxHoro Uy U3 orasa u BOABL caMa II0IIPOCHIa OTIIpaBUTh ee Ha ['opy CBATOn
IleBbI MOJIUTHLCS O GJIArOMOy4YNU CTPaHbl. TaM OHa ¥ OCTaBHJIa OCBSIIEHHBIE €10 CBETUIILHUKH
Benoro JIoToca, 4T0OB CONIEMEHHUKHN MOTJIA COBEPINATh OOPSIHI TaMSITH MTPEIKOB.

— Pa3 tak, — IIsi1 XoHbIOM yKa3an Ha poHapuk, — 5T0T Kommap PackosnoTon [Jymu Toxke Hanucal
Casroii JeBoi?

FO1iBoHb 11310HbaHL MOKAYall I'0JIOBOM:

— 4 cnplman auinh, 4TO UMeHa nuiryT Ha CBeTunbHUKax besoro JIoToca pagu 651arocioBeHus, HO
HUKOTA He CJIBIIIAI, YTOOB Ha HUX ObIIM KaKHWe-TO OIPYrHue HaOIIuCH.

— OH nxet! — Cs0 baiinyH apocTHO KpyxKuio Hap ronoBou KOuBsHb L[310HbaHS, BT OT THEBA. —
3au Croacunb BoBce He CBstad [JeBa FOxuoro Uy, oHa npefmaTtenbHulla Hapopa y! lllectHapuath et
Ha3aj OHa IOIkITalaCh HACUIHLCTBEHHO MPOOYAUTL KPOBL HApoa y, HO IIOTEpIiesia Heymayuy,
CTOJIKHYBIIKCH C 00paTHO# cumoii. HeGecHast Kapa Hu3Bepria ee B An becripocBeTHo# MyKH, Tak 4ToO
OHa HUKAaK He MOrIJla OKa3aTbcs Ha I'ope CBsiTol [IeBEl 1 TeM 60jiee MOIUTHLCS O YbeM-TO
6maromonyquu!

KTo xe u3 Hux nxet?
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