Wb Bannai n1paMOIMHENHO OTBETU:

— Tr1 kTO Takou? Yero Beutynuicsa? I'nazamMu MepuIbCsa?

Wub Baunai He ocTascs B JOJITY U TOXeE YCTaBUJICS Ha Hero:

— Moii oguH ria3 CTOUT TBOUX [BYX.

Hapo npu3sHaTh, rma3a y IpexXHero Biafiefiblia Tejla ObIIA SPKUMU U KUBBIMY, 1 HA 9TOM Xy[IeHbKOM,
MaJIeHbKOM JINUUKE OHU OEUCTBUTEJILHO CMOTPE/INCh OYeHb KPYIHBIMU. JIt0 CSAOLUH NIPUIIET B
SIPOCTh: C YEro 3TO TOT «IIPOKJIATHIN» BOPYT CTal TakKUM gep3kuM? Eie u orpeizaercs!

OH ¢ rpoX0TOM IIOCTABUJI Ha 3eMJII0 JePEBSIHHBIN Ta3:

— Ax THI, IpOKNATHE! []a KaK TEl CME€Ilb CMOTPETh Ha MEeHS TaKMMM I'lTa3aMu? Hampocutscs
X04eln?

— KT0 npoKnATHIiA?

— THI ¥ €CTh TTPOKJISITHIH.

Wup Baiiai pacxoxoTancs:

— To4HO, 9TO IPOKIATEIN TOBOPUT, YTO OH — 3TO 4.

JTto Cs01uH, yCbIIaB HaCMellKy, IAIIb Tellepb coo6pa3ul, YTo Ionancs B COOCTBEHHYIO JIOBYIIKY.

— Tl KOT[la 9TO HAY4HUJICSA OrphI3aThCcsA? PaHble u3 Tebs U C10Ba KilelllaMy He BEITSHeIb, IPSATaics
OT BC€X, a Telleph IOTISAAY, KaKOU CMEJIbIA CcTal!

Wup Baiinjail mokKa3ai eMy S3bIK:

— Be-0e-0e... KOPOTHIIIKA.

YcnrimaB, Kak ero 0603Baiu KOPOTHIIKOM, JIio CS0IMH pa303/Iuics elle cunbHee. EMy yxke
IIecTHaALaTh, HO BOT 6efla — POCTOM OH BHIIIENI HUKe MHOTUX OPYyTrux mapHeu. M3-3a aToro, gaxe
MOCTHUTHYB BO3pacTa st Opaka, OH MHOTUM OblT He 1o Ayine. OH TKHYI majibiieM B Hoc MiHb Batiaro
¥ 3aKpuyant:

— IToBTOpH, ecnu cMmeelii! CMOTPH, 5T Tebe POT MOPBY!

Vup Batiniait ero He 6osisicsi. C 3TUM IapHeM OH ObUT HE3HAKOM, a TOT YKe He B ITepPBLIY pas3
nennsercs. [IpexXHuN X0351H Tejla, TIYIbIIKa, BCe TePIeN, HO OH — HeT. 2KUTeNn 3Toi JepeBHU
OBLIM 00 KpallHOCTH cyeBepHBl. Hb balillall mosIBUJICS Ha CBET, KOTHa ero MaTh My4HIach B pofgax
CYTKM HaIpPOJIET, ¥ B UTOTE CUJIbHO ITOAOPBaja 3m0poBke. OTel] ¥ MaTh AYIIM B HEM He Yasiiii,
IOTPATU/IU Ha JIedeHre MaTepu HeMaJlo feHeT, HO IIOTOM OTel] COPBAJICSA CO CKaJlbl BO BpeMSI 0XOTH 1



pa3buscs, a BCKOpe ¥ MaTh CKOHYasach OT 601e3HU. [lepeBeHCKUEe Cpa3y IOMOJI3NIK CIYXH, YTO 3TO
OH UX «3arOBOPUII» [0 CMEPTH, U MHOTHE 3a CIIMHOX MPO3Baju ero NPOKIAThHM. OT 9TuX
0eCKOHEYHEIX CIIJIeTEH NpexXHui MHb Balilai cTan 3aMKHYTHIM, POOKUM U XKUJ B IepEBHE, CTIOBHO
IyCcToe MecCTo. 3aTo paboTaj OH ycepaHee MI000T0 MyK4uHbL. OH IIOHUMAJ, YTO K YeMy, ¥ BUHUII
ce0s B CMEpPTU MaTepH, TO3TOMY Bcerfia Opasics 3a caMylo TSXKeNylo U rps3Hyio paboty. Ero pyku,
KOTOPHIMH €[IBa MCIIOJIHUIIOCh AECATh C HeOONIbLINM, ObUIM TPYObIMU, KaK Y BOCBMUECATUIETHETO
CTapuKa, U CIJIONIb B M030JIgX. [lepeBeHCKUe BUAENH TOJIbKO, KaK ORICTPO U JIOBKO OH YIIPaBIISIETCS,
HO HUKTO He 3HaJl, KaK 9TOT MaJIbIII I10 HoYaM, CIIPSITaBUIXCH I1OJ OflesJI0OM, TUXOHBKO TIJIadyeT OT
oomu.

ITonas cioga, Wb baiinai CTapalicsa pa60TaTb nomensbine. IToka 0H MOJIO — 3TO elle HUYero, HO
€CJIA 3allyCTHUThb cebs, TO K CTapoCTHu HE 130eXKaTh TIKEJIBIX HenyTros.

Vup Batiiait He cTan Oosblle 0TBeYaTh NapHio. [IocMOTpeB, YTO Ofieka B Ta3y JOCTaTOYHO OTMOKJIA,
OH IIPUHAJCA 3a CTUPKY. JIto CA0UMH, BULSA, YTO TOT IPUTHUX, PELINI, YTO 3alyrai ero, u GupKHYI:

— Tpyc.

3aTeM OH IOJXBATHUJI CBOM Ta3 U yIlIeJl CTUPATh Iofasblie, CI0BHO MHb Bairai O KaKoH-TO
rps3bi0. MHb Baiirai ORICTPO 3aKOHYUIT CO CTUPKOM, ITPOTIOJIOCKAII BEIM B PEKe, BhIXKAJ UX, OPOCHTT B
Ta3 ¥ cobpascs DOMOH.

JTto CsiomiH OpocuI Ha HEro KOCOM B3TIsAA. HemoHATHO, YTO TAaKOTO HAIIEeJ B 9TOM IIPOKJISTOM JIu
YxK9, 4TO eMy Tak moBe310. JIu YK3 X0Th U CHIBII B iepeBHE Taoxya OThsABIEHHBIM [ pomusnou Ju, HO
OBl Ipu JeHbrax. Kak TONMbKO BEPHYJICS — Cpa3y OTCTPOMUII OM M3 CUHEro KUPIKYa, la U Ha 0XOTy
XOIMWJI, @ TaM JieHbXKaTa BOguIKCh Hemoxue. Cam JIto CsIonyH JaBHO Ha HETO 3aIISABIBAJICS U OB
OBl He ITPOYb BEIUTH 3a HET0, ecyiu Obl TOT Ipucya cBaxy. Ho I'poMuia Jlu gaxe He B3TJISIHYI B €70
CTOPOHY, @ BMECTO 3TOT0 OTIPaBHUII CBaxy JIu cBaTaTh 3TOr0 MPOKIITOr0. [0BOPUIH, faxe IITh
JITHOB cepeOpa man — HecJIbIXaHHO mJis mepeBHU Taoxya! OOBIYHO 3a HEBECTY OOJIbIIE TPEX He
naBanu. Eciu 6b He 9TOT IPOKIATHY VHb Baiinai, nsaTeh NsHOB focTanuck 0w emy, JIio Csouuny! Ot
OIOHOU MEIC/IY 00 3TOM OH 3/IMJICA ellle CUIbHee, BOT U UCKaJl I0Bof 3aneTs Mur baiirad.

Bepnysmuce nomol, ub Balitiait pa3Becu uncTtoe Geylbe Ha BepeBKe, pacTONNII Te4Yh U cBapui cebe
Kalll¥, 3a0[IHO IIPUIIPABUB €€ TOPCThIO MOJIOALIX 6aMOyKOBEIX M06eroB. MX OH Hallesn B JIeCy Iapy
IHeW Hasal, KOT[a XOOus 3a TPaBoW, ¥ TallkoM Hakomasl. B mepeBHe Taoxya, eciiu OBl KTO YBUEI,
yepe3 TPU CEKYHMH Bce ObI BRIKOIIAIM — KUJK 3[0eCh OeqHo, u /mo0as AuKas 3eJeHb WU IOl OBITH
Ha BeC 30JI0Ta.

[ToeB, oH pemu, 4TO opa UATH K ['pomurne JIu roToBUTL 00e[ ero MIeMSHHUKY. 3aKphIB KaJUTKY Ha
KJII0Y, OH OTIIPaBUJICA B IIyTh.

3BYK KJII049a B 3aMKe€ 3aCTaBHJI MaJIbIllla, CUOEBIIETO0 BO IBOPE C KHUTOH, B3OPOTHYTh. Ero rnaza
3dCUAJIN: OAO5A BepHy'J'ICﬂ! Cerogus oH IIpuIIej COBCeM PAHO. Onnu OOTOBOPUIINCE: €CJIN YCJIBIIIUT
3BYK OTKprBaeMOfI OBEPU — 3HAYUT, IPUNIIEII OA05, a HE YyZXKaK.

Kak tonbko Mub Balilaii TONKHYT IBEPh, MajleHbKUi pebeHOK CO clie3aMM Ha Ija3ax 6pocuics K



HeMy ¥ 00XBaTHI 3a HOTY:

— Mawma... JIu Mo Tak cKydan 1o Tebe.

Vup Battai octonbeHnen: 4To 3a mena? Ctan MaTepbio 6e3 nuimHux ycunui. OH mogxBaTui pebeHkKa
Ha PYKH:

— Marngim, pas3riadann XOpOIIeHBbKO: 1 My2K4YHMHa, a He TBOA MaMa.

JIr Mo HaMepTBO BLENUJICA B €70 LIEI0 U [IOTePCS JIULOM O IIJIeY0:

— Tel — MaMma. Tl Tak BKYCHO ITaxHellb.

Wub Baunai B30oxHyJ: BKYCHO ITaxHeT? [la Kak MOXKeT B3POCJ/IBIA MYXKUK IaxHyTh NIPUATHO? Ero 3T0
npocto 6ecusno. OH ©30 BCeX CUJI OTCTPAHUIICS U TOCMOTPEN MaJlbIIly B rja3a:

— Maroii, 1 He TBosI MaMa. MeHsl HaHSJ TBOU Osifs, 4TOOH s ToTOBUT TeOe eny. OTIyCTU MeHs,
JIagHO?

JIu Mo nokadar rojioBOu:

— Her, otnymry — Mama y0exur.

Y cHoBa Kpemnko 00HsT ero. Mub Balilail MomeITancs yCIOKOUTD €ro:

— He y0ery, oTnycTty, s e 3a0bIXaoCh.

Hewu3sBecTHO, KaKOe UMEHHO CJIOBO Tak IOAeNCTBOBaIOo Ha JIu Mo, HO 0OH BOPYT pa3phlgascs:

— He ympu! 4 He xouy, uTo6b MaMa yMeprna! Y-y-y...

Wub Baia, BUOs, 9YTO caM XKe U NoBes pebeHKa [0 Cje3, MOXJIoNa ero 0 CIHHE:

— Bce, He maup, He Iy1ayb. MaMa He yMperT.

[Tpo cebs on pyran cebs 3a 6eCCTHIACTBO: HAMIO XKe, IMOoIb3yeTcss pebeHKOM, Ha3kIBasi cebst ero
MaTepkrio. JIu Mo, yCrblliaB 3T0, CKBO3b CJI€3bl YIBIOHYICS:

— IlpaBpma”?

— IlpaBpa, npaBga. OTIycTH, 51 MOy IPUTOTOBITIO TeOe IOECTh.

JIu Mo HakoHel pa3xas pyku. Mab baiillai ONBITANCSA CIYCTUTh €r0 Ha 3eMJII0, HO TOT HU B KaKyIO
— BI[ETIUJICS B BOPOTHHUK:

— Mawma, TH criyCTHIIb MeHs, 4To0H yOexaTs? Mo Mo He creser.



Wub Baiiljaii CHOBa B3OOXHYII:

— He yGery. Cne3aii, MHe e HaZl0o TOTOBUTb. THl HE IPOTOI0HANCS?

JIn Mo nokaudajl rojIoBO#u:

— Mo Mo He rosnoneH.

Ho ero XKuBOT B 9TOT MOMEHT I'POMKO 3aypuaj. MHb balllail yCMexHycs:

— MarneHbKUY BPYHUILIKA, a TOBOPUJI, YTO He rojiofeH. Crne3aii, s TOKOPMIIIO TeOS.

JInu Mo mocnymHo mo3BoIua ce0st OMyCTUTh, HO OCTAJICS BUCETh Ha €T0 HOTe, KaK XKUBas MTOBECKa.

[Tpumnock Miub Baiiiano Tak ¥ XOOuTh, BOJI0Ya 3a COO0M «XBOCT» — B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, lepPXKaTh 3a
HOTY OBIJIO JTy4llle, YeM KOTHa OyIIaT 3a IIelo.

Borins Ha KyxHio ['pomurel JIu, OH yBHAEN yKe TOTOBEIM 06en. MHb Baiiliaii pacTonum neysp u
IIOCTaBUJI e[ly pa3orpeBaThcsi. Bckope Bce OBIIO TOTOBO, ¥ OH BBICTABHUJI YyrollleHHe Ha cTojl. JIu Mo
O-IIpeKHEMYy CJIef0Ball 3a HUM 110 nsAaTaM. MHb baiiiail 3aMeTH yIaBIlylo Ha I10JI KHUTY, IIOAHS ee
U [lepeucTal napy crpasull. Mepormudsl mokasannuch 3HaKOMBIMU, XOTSI TUCATh OH UX HE yMell —
YeM-TO HallOMUHAJIX CTaphbIi CTUJIb MEMChMa Xyaro.

Vup Battnait ycagun JIu Mo Ha TabypeT ¥ CIIPOCHIT:

— Mamno#n, TH 4TO, UYUTaTh YMEeIlb?

JIu Mo HenoBOIBHO HamyI I'yOKu:
— 4 He mamoit! MaMa, mouemy Thl OoJibllle He Ha3biBaellb MeHsI Mo Mo? U nmoyemy TONBKO cerdac
npuuna? {1 Bemb Tak CKydarll.

— Xopo110, Mo-MaJhIII, HO TH TaK X He OTBETHJI Ha BOIIPOC.

JIu Mo cHOBa HapyJcs:

— 9TO O4As Hay4dusl MeHsl OykKBaM. MaMma, [Asios TaKOil XOPOIIUH.

Wub Baunai ygusuics. 3Hauut, I'pomuna JIu ymeetr unurtats? Bot 310 ma! I'oBopuinu, 4To ero
HACUJIbHO OTIIPaBWIM B apMUIO0 POOCTBEHHUKY 110 OTLIOBCKOM NMUHUU. [TpoOBLUT TaM 00JIbIlle JecsaTu
JIeT, BEPHYJICA He TOJIbKO C IeHbraMy, HO ¥ I'PaMOTHBIA — BUIATh, HEINI0X0 ycTpouscs! Hackonbko
OH 3HAJI, B epeBHe Taoxya 4YUTaTh YMENU eIUHULEL, pa3Be 4To T'9Hb BoHbBAH.

Bupgs, uto Mup bannaiu 3agymarcs, JIu Mo nossan ero:

— Mawma, Mo Mo ronopneH, 1 Xo4y eCTb.



O4YHYBIIKCE, OH YITLIOHYIICS:

— Xopoti10, Mo-Marbil, CHavYasa Chelllb SUYKO.

— MamMa Toxe eIllb.

— {1 He roMoOmeH, ellb TH, a TO OCTHIHET.

Iaxe Bo BpeMs exbl JIu Mo He cBomun ¢ Mub Baiinas rias, 605Ch, YTO TOT BHe3amHo coexuT. Hb

Baiiral e y1oMas rojoBy, Kak Obl €My OTHEIaThCS OT TOr0 MaJIblia — YK 60JIBHO IPUCTATIBHO TOT
CIIeOuII.
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