BepHyBIIMCH B CTAphIii 0COOHSIK ceMbu Y2Kao, BCe MOTPY3UIUCh B CBOM MBIC/IHY, U B TOM€ BOLlapUJIach
TulIrHa. CIyCTs OOJIr0e BPeEMS CTapHK MOOHSI TOJIOBY, ITOCMOTPeN Ha JIto MuHb, KOTOpasi, He CBOAS
rna3 ¢ Yxkao JIas1, mpebriBajia B IPOCTPAIMH, 1 HEIPOMKO IIPOHU3HEC:

— Wb Kak, yKe moneHb! YTPoM B TaKOH CIELIKe Mpuexasl HaBeCTUTh YaHIIYHS, YTO Jaxe
[I03aBTpaKaTh He YCIIeJl, a Ceryac ¥ BOPSAMb IPOroJiogancs!

Ycnrimas ciioBa CTapHKa, JIto MuHb OYHYIIaCh U CMYIHéHHO CKa3aJla:

— Hemy1ka, mpoury mpolneHus! 3mech HUKTO He XKUJT y2Ke HECKOJIBKO JIET, COBCEM HUKAKOW €[l HeT.
MozxeT, BBl IIOEeTe C HAaMHU B TOpof, moobegaeM Tam?

— Yxao JIaii, 0TBeOu OTCIOfa XXKEHY U A04b! — pa3gascs B yiIax Yxkao JIasg 4en-To XpUIjioBaTeli
TOJIOC.

OH B HeIOyMeHWHU B3TJISTHYN Ha yNIBIOAIOMIErocs: CTapuKa, 3aTeM MepeBEN BTSN Ha XKEeHY U J0Yb,
KOTOPHIE, Ka3aJI0Ch, HUYET0 He CIIBIIAIU. MyKYiHa Cpa3y BCE MOHSII: CTAPUK TOJIBKO YTO
BOCITOJIb30BAJICS IEPEfadel 3ByKa Ha PAaCCTOSTHIE — MAaCTEPCTBOM, [OCTYIIHBIM JIMIIb TEM, KTO
IIOCTUT OIIPENIeJIEHHOTO YPOBHS BHYTPEHHEH SHEPIUH.

— XKeHa, ceroHs MBI He IoefieM B ropof. Pas yX MbI 371eCh, YTOOR HABECTUTh MOTUITY OTIIa, faBai
OCTaHeMCS U BCel ceMbell pa3BeeMcs. Bo3pmu JlaHbaHb, KyIuTe IPOLYKTOB U BEPHETECH, YTO-
HUOyOb IPUTOTOBUM, — PEIIUTENIEHO IPOU3HEC UYkKao JIsi, egBa yCIbIIIaB CI0Ba CYIPYTH.

— Ho, moporotii...

— Pemeno. CrymatiTe 3a mpogykTamu! — o0opBas OH €€.

JIro MuHb Opocuiia Ha MyXa, KOTOPBIHA CeromHs BE ce0st MOBOIbHO CTPAHHO, HEOBOJIbHBIM B3TIISM U
ylia BMecTe ¢ JIaHbllaHb.

— [IsnromiKa, BBl TOJIBKO YTO UCIIONIb30BaIU llepefady 3BykKa? Mol oTell Ipy XU3HU TakK He ymer!
Heyxenu Bel gocturnu Ctapuu [IpocBeTneHus1? — ¢ BOOOYIIEBIeHUEM CIIPOCUIT Yxkao JIau.

— Xa-xa! — cTapuK 3arafilouyH0 YCMEXHYJICSA U IPOAoIKuI: — Yxkao JIsii, XOTSI TBOU YPOBEHD
KyJIbTUBaIMK ObLJT pa3pylleH U TH CTal 0OBIYHEIM YeJIOBEKOM, 3TO eIll€ BOIpOoC, He 61aro JId 3TO [T
Te0s1. [TyTh 6OEBBIX UCKYCCTB ITOJIOH OMACHOCTEH, KaXkI0e MPOABUKEHNE K HOBOU CTYTIEHU JAETCS C
BEJIMKKUM TPyIOM. BouHy Hejerko B30HTH Ha [1¥K, gaxke TBOHM OTeI] B CBOE BpeMs TaK U OCTAJICS Ha
Cdepe Benukoro [locTuxKeHUs, He CyMeB IIPOPBAThCS Jasnbiie. [la 1 BpeMeHa HEIHYe He Te: B MUpPe
00€eBHIX UCKYCCTB IIOSIBUJIOCH CIIMIIIKOM MHOTO OrPpaHUYEeHUM, BCE yKe He Tak, KakK paHbiie. [IoaTomMy
HBIHEIIHUe MacTepa 3aHUMal0TCsI 00eBbIMU UCKYCCTBAaMU JIUIIb Pafik YKPEIJIeH!US 300POBbSI.
[Tonmy4unoch DOCTUYH yCIleXxa — PafioCTHO, a HeT — Tak u He Oefa. Tebe He CTOUT 3a0UBATh ITUM
TOJIOBY.



— Brl mpaBsl, Mup 60€BHIX UCKYCCTB YK€ He TOT... YT0o MHe Teneps ropeBaTh? Ix! — Yxkao JIai ¢
TOpPEeYbi0 B3MOXHYIL.

— [Iaps Ykao, He paccTtpauBanTecs! Bot yBugute, ecnu Illanb X3 BCTPETUT TOTO, KTO Pa3pyILUI
Ballly KyJIbTUBAIMIO, 1 0053aTEIbHO OTOMIIY 3a Bac!

Yxkao JIau B3rIgHYI Ha PeIIUTeIbHO HacTpoeHHOro [llanb X5, U BHE3AIHO €My IIPUIIia B FOJIOBY
MbIC/Ib. OH IPSAMO CIIPOCUJI CTapHuKa:

— Ismomka, pa3 yx [llaHb X3 paHblie OB C BaMH, TO €r0 60eBble UCKYCCTBaA. ..

— Y [lans Xa? Emé BoceMb yieT Ha3ap oH moctur Chepsl Mamoro [TocTuxenus. A ceiiuac, 6010Ch, OH
yxe 0/1130K K mpopriBy B Cdhepy Benukoro [JoCTUXKEHUSI, — HETPOMKO OTBETHII CTAPHK, C OTEUYECKOU
M000BBIO TSI HA CTOSIBIIETO PSIIOM IOHOIITY.

— Yro, 61130k K npopriBy B Chepy Benukoro [octuxenus? CKONbKO XKe eMy jeT! —
olrenoMIEHHKN YxkKao JIa roppKo ycMexHyncs, risaas Ha [laub X3: — Hy T maémb! Tak monro
MeHs 00MaHBIBaJI, 1 Beb AyMaJl, THl BOBCE HE Bilafieelllb 00€BHIMU UCKYCCTBaMU. — 3aTeM OH
npo6opmoran cebe mox Hoc: — HeymuBUTENbHO, YTO OTEL] OTKa3bIBasl MHE, KOTZa 51 IPOCUJT €T0
o0yuuTh Te6s 1 JlaHbJIaHb, BCE BOH OHO Kak... Ho mouemy xke otel] He yuui JIaHb/IaHb?

— Yxkao JIai, HeyKeIu TH IO CUX IOP He MOHUMaelb? TBOM OTell IPOCTO He X0TeJ, YTOOB! Bl CHOBA
OKa3aJIuCh BTSIHYTH B fesa 0oeBoro mupa! K ToMy ke, cyns 110 ODapEeHHOCTH ¥ TajlaHTaM JIaHbJIaHb,
et ObI10 OB KpalHe CJI0KHO NOOUTHCS yclexa B 60eBhIX UCKyCCTBaX. OTell He YUMII e€ pajy e€ xKe
Omara, 4yToOBI OHA He OKa3ajach B IIEHTPE Pa3gopoB ¥ MOTJIa COXpPaHUTh cebs B 6e3omacHocTH. Ho
TEeIepb, KOTia Bhl BCE CTaI OORIYHEIMY JTIOObMHU, 00t0Ch, [llaHb X9 60JIbIlle HE CMOXKET XKUTh BMECTE C
BAMM, — C HEKOTOPEIM COMHEHHEM MTPOU3HEC CTAPHK.

— Yro? [Isaptomka, nouemy Illanb X9 He MOXKET KUTh C HAMU? — B3BOJIHOBAHHO cripocuil Yxkao JIau.

— TTouemy? Heyxenu He moHuMaelb? Paubine s qoBepun [llaib X9 TBOEMY OTITy, TOTOMY YTO OH OB
YeJI0BEKOM M3 MUpPa 60eBHIX UCKYCCTB, a BbI? Bhl Ke Temepsb oObruHbIe miogu. Eciu [Ilanp Xa
OCTaHETCS C BaMU, 3TO MOXKeT HaBJleub Oefly Ha BaIly ceMblo. K Tomy ke, cygsba Illans X He OymeT
TIPOCTOM, ¥ COBMECTHAsI KU3Hb C BAMHU BPSI[ JIX TIOKAET eMy Ha MOJIb3y, — CO B3[[0XOM OTBETHII
CTapUK.

— 9T10... Ho g Tak npuss3asncs K HeMy! CTONIBKO €T IPOXKUIN BMeCTe, I JaBHO CUMTAl0 ero CBOUM
POmHBIM CEIHOM! M Kak MHe Temeph 00BbSICHUTH 9TO JI10 MuHB? — ¢ 00JIBI0 B TOJI0CE MPou3HEC YKao
Jlau.

— HOsanoa Yxkao... — [Mlanb X3, CTOSBIINY B CTOPOHE, YK€ 3alIuBaJjICs Cle3aMu, CIIyllas UX pas3roBop.

Bepnysuuecs ¢ nokynkamu Jito MuHb u €€ [o4b 00HapyKumy, 4yTo Ykao JIoi CUAUT Ha KaH OfIMH, a
cTapuk u lllanp X3 UCYE3NH.



— Uxao JIaii, a roe lans X3? U Kyda mencs ctapuk? — crpocuna JIro MuHb.

— [Tanp X3? On ymeén. 2KeHa... 60t0ch, HaM 60JIbIlle He CyXKIEHO C HUM BCTPETUTHCS.

— YTo 3HAYUT yIIEN? — B OAUH T'OJ0C BOCKIUKHYIH JI10 MuHb 1 UYkao JlaHb/IaHb.

— HMMeHHO Tak. Yién u 60bIine HUKOToa He BEPHETCSI, — C TOpeybio oTBeTHI YxKao JIau.

— Yxao JIau, 06bsicauch! YTo 3HauuT ymen? Yto BooOIIe MPOUCXOOUT? — 3akpudana JIro MuHs.

)%k

ComnHIle KJIOHUJIOCH K 3aKaTy. B cyMepkax manékue TOpHBIE XPeOTHl CIIMBANIUCEH B OHY CILJIOIIHYIO
TEHb, CJIOBHO MIPUTAUBILIUNCS B TEMHOTE XUIITHUK, 0XKUIAIOUTUN CBOIO M0oObIay. [To 3apociieit
TPONUHKE IIJTA OBOE — CTAPUK U I0HOIIA. OTo ObLIM yinenmue u3 moMa Yxkao [llanbs X9 u CTapuk.

— Jlemymika, CKOJIbKO eIIé 0 TOTO MecTa? Yxke TeMHeeT!

— Xa-xa, ckopo Oynem! Illans X9, maBaii-Ka MPOBEPUM, HE PaCTePSsIJI JIX Thl 3@ 3TU T'OIOLl CBOM HABHIKH.
IlaBaii B37IeTUM Ha roOpy, IIOCOPEBHYEMCSI B TEXHUKE JIETKOCTH, a?

— Xopotuo!

— Hauanu! CMoTpu He 0TCTaBal OT MeHs! — CMesiCh, CKa3ajl CTapuK.

OH enBa KOCHYJICA HOCKaMH 3€MJIM U UCYE3, CJIOBHO BHIIIYIIEHHAS U3 JIYKa CTpeJIa.

— Bpennniit nen! Ckasan 6exkaTh U cpa3y pBaHyJ, faxe He nopoxpan! — [Ila#b X3 BEIOOXHYI,
BBITIOTHUJI IIPUEM yIIPaBIIeHUs BHYTPEHHEN SHEPTuel, KaK YUuJl CTapykK, U, yCTPEMUBILIUCH BIIEPET,
pacTBOPUJIICS B BO3OyXeE.

IIBe GUTryphl MelIbKalau CPeOyu TOPHBIX CKJIOHOB, IBUTASICh C HEBEPOSATHOU CKOPOCThI0. [Ipotiino
HeMaJlo BpeMeHH, NpeXke YeM cTapuk ocTaHoBuics. [llanb X3, ¢ ybero nba yKe KaTUJICA IIOT,
IPU3EMIIAIICS PSIOM U 3aIBIXaBIINCh CKa3a:

— Ieny1ika, 3a4eM Xke Tak ObICTpo? f 4yTh He oTcTan!

— Hemnnoxo, coBceM Hemmoxo! Buxy, Thl Bce 3Tu rofsl He Oe3menbHUYA, — IIOXBaIUII CTApUK.

Yxke coBceM cTeMHeIO0. B myHHOM cBeTe, Mpo6HBaOLUIEMCS CKBO3b TOPHEIE BepiuuHe, [Ilars X3
pasrisigen BIepenu oOphIB.



— Jeny1Ka, Mbl IPUIITA? — C COMHEHUEM CIIPOCHII OH.
— Jla, mpuImym, — OTBETUJI CTAPUK U HAIIPABUJICS IIPSMO K IIPOTACTH.
[ITarp X3 BCTan y Kpast 00PHIBa, YYBCTBYSI CBUPETIbIH TOPHLIHM BETEP U TJIAAS B O€30OHHYI0 YEPHOTY

BHU3Y. Ero 0XBaTUI TPemeT, ¥ OH CIIPOCHUI:

— [lemymika, 3T0 Xke oOpeiB! ['me TyT melepa, 0 KOTOPO# BbI TOBOPUIHU?

— Ectp! Xe-xe, npbiraii BHU3, ¥ YBUOUIIL!

— [la magnHo BaM! [lemymika, 3TO XKe HacTosmui 00peiB! KTo 3HaeT, Kakoi oH rinyounsr? He mytute
TaK CO MHOM. ECyu S IPBITHY, TO JaXe He YCIIelo IOHSATh, KakK MOTubHy! — 3a 3TU T'Ofbl ITOCe
BCcTpeuu co crapukoM IIlanb X3 cTanm ropasmo 601ee OTKPHITEIM U TeIepb M03BONUIT cebe OOy TUTE
B OTBET.

— I'nyneim! Kak nmorubHenrs, Kak norubHes... Pa3o0benIbesi! — cTapuk He yaepzKaics U, IPOSBUB
penKoe 4yBCTBO I0Mopa, noctydan llaus X3 110 royiose.

[lTans X3 3aKaTUT I'71a3a U, IOCMOTPEB Ha CTOSBILIEr0 PSANOM CTApPUKA, C IyKaBOX YCMEIIKOU OTBETHUIL:
— XopoI110, Torfla IphraiTe IePBEIMHU, a S ClIeaoM!

— Wpu TeI! MenKuil HeTOOHUK, MTPHITaéM BMeCTe, Xa-Xxa! — cTapuk Kpenko o6xBaTtun [llans X9 u
COBEPIINJI IPEIKOK B IIYCTOTY.

— A-a-a... — pa3parcs npoH3uTeNnbHBY KpUK [Ilanb X5 B OKyTaHHOU THbMOU IIPOIACTH.

Crapuk nocmotpen Ha [Ilaub X3, KOTOPHIM B CTPaxe 3aXKMYPHUJICS, ¥ e[iBa 3aMeTHO YIRIOHYCS. Bopyr
€ro TeJo B [IOJIETe APOTHYJIO, OH CJIErKa Pa3BepHYJICS, HOCKOM HOTY OTTOJIKHYJICS OT BEICTYHAIOIIET0
KaMHs Ha OTBECHOU CTEHe U YCTPEMUIICA Jaslblile BHUS.

[ITanb X3 MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK CBUCT BETpa B yIlIax MPEKPATHUJICS, U C TPYHAOM OTKPHUI ria3a. OuyTus
1107 HOTaMU TBEPAYIO 3eMJII0 U YBU[EB Ieper co00ii yIbI0aoIerocs cTapiuka, OH CEPAUTO
BOCKJIMKHYI:

— BpenHbIf neqd, BB MEHST 0 CMEPTH HamyraTh xoTenu? Mornu Obl 3apaHee CKa3aTh, YTO MHI OymeM
IIPBITaTh!

— Xa-xa, emlé Ha3elBaelb ce0s BouHoM! Takas TPYCOCTh, He CTHIAHO? — BECEJ0 paccMedicsa CTapHuK.

— Jlenylika, BHL...



— JlagHo, He BOpPYH, MOIIJIA CO MHO#M! — IpepBaj ero CTapuK U IBUHYJICS BIEPE.

[ITans X9 ¢ mocamoii TOMHYJ HOT'OM, OPOCUIT Ha CTapHKa HEIOBOIbHBIN B3TJISA[ U MIOIIENT CIIEIOM.
Yepes3 HECKONBKO LIAr0OB Iepefl HUMU [T0Ka3aJICs BXO[ B IIellepy BEICOTOM B IIOJITOPA YeJI0BEUYECKUX
pocta. CTapuk yKe IIOYTU CKPHUICA B TEMHOTE.

— Ienymka, mopgoxaute MeHs1! — KpukHyI [llanps X3 1 OpocUiICS 3a HUM.

Kak TOITbKO OH BOLIEN BHYTPh, MUP BOKPYT MTHOBEHHO IOTPY3UJICS BO TbMY, OH HUYETo He BUME.
[ToTpeboBanock HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi, YTOOHI I'la3a IIPUBHIKIIUA. XOTSI MacTep 00eBBIX UCKYCCTB,
IOCTUTHYB OIIpENeIEHHOTO YPOBHS, MOXeT BUAETh B TeMHOTe, [llanb X3 moka He o01afian TaKuM
MacCTEPCTBOM U ceidac pasyuyai JIUIIb TO, YTO HAaXOOUIOCh He [lajbllle MeTpa OT Hero.

— Henymka? [enyiika, rae Be? d HU4YEro He BUXKY!
— Wpou npsiMmo BIlepén! — royioc CTapuka JOHECCS U3 TITyOUHBI MellepHl.

[ITaub X3, CTapasiCb HE OCTYIIUTHECSA, OBUHYJICA Bnepén. ‘{epes HEKOTOpoOe BpeMdA BOAPYT BCIIBIXHYIJI
OCJIETINTEJIBHLIN CBET, 3aCTABUBIIHNN €T0 3aXKMYPUTHCA.

— Xa-xXa, TocMOTpH Ha cebsi, TaK JOJTo LIET IT0 TAKOMY KOPOTKOMY ITyTH, II030pHiie!

[ITaup X3, BEIC/TYyIIAB CTapuKa, BO3Pa3ul:

— IIpomury Bac, menmyInka, s ke 3mech BlepBele! Brl maxke He MOmoXKaanu, B3sIU U yOexanu Bepéen.

OH IIPUHSIJICS OCMATPUBATh MEIepPy: TONIble CTeHE, HUUYero 0COOEHHOTO, JIKIIL HAIIPOTUB TOT'0 MECTQ,
T7le CTOSIJI CTapHUK, BUNHENach KaMeHHas OBepb. CBET UCXOMUI OT ABYX MAC/ISHEIX JIaMII 110 60KaM OT
Hee.

— XBaTHUT I'1a3€Th, 3TO elllé npenbaHHuK. [Tomu 3a MHO#M! — CTApUK TOJKHYJ KaMEeHHYIO OBEPD.
[IIanb X3 BOIIET CIIEAOM ¥ 3aMep. 3penuiile ObII0 OIIeTOMIISIOIM !

OH He ofpalran BHUMaHUS Ha OKJIMKU CTApHKa, OH IIPOCTO CTOSII, OCTONOeHeB. To, YTO OTKPHIIOCH
€ro B30py, OBIJI0 COBEPIIEHHO HEBOOOPA3UMO.
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