— JleBy1lKa, IeByIIKa...

Crott FO3 cTosinia Ha ITOBOPOTE JIECTHUIIH M MaHuIa bait Yu, yneibasick ¢ MaTePUHCKON HOOPOTOM.

— 41 Bcé mpubpasna, TOCMOTPUTE, IOJOUAET K BaM. [JoMa CBOOOIHBIX KOMHAT IOYTH HET, MPUIIIOChH
BBIIEIUTH CTapylo KaMOPKY.

Bait Yu GnarogapHo yiIeIOHY Iach, IIOOHSANIACh C MeCTa, IpuXKUMas K ce0e KoTa, U, IIPUXBATUB Med,
HAIPaBUJIACh BBEPX IT0 JIECTHHUIIE.

— Crapas KaMopKa Toxe IogoaeT, 61aromapio Bac, TETYIIKA.

— YTo0 BHI, 4TO BbI, — Cr0ii HO3 3aMaxara pyKaMu, OTPSIXMBAs HEUIb CO CBOETO XOJIIIOBOIO MJIaThs. —
He CTOMT TakuX CJIOB, BHI MEHSI B KPacKy BroHseTe. MHe 0YeHb HEJIOBKO, YTO IIPUXONUTCS CEJIUTh BaC
B TAKyI0 Pa3BaJIioOXy.

Bait Yu mopmepxkasa XKeHIUHY 107 JIOKOTh, CKajla e€ rpy0yio nagoHb U C MATKUM YKOPOM IT0Kadasa
TOJIOBOM:

— Tétymka, Hy 4TO BBl Takoe ropopute! { BaM 6eCKOHEYHO IMpU3HaTeNbHa. Bel — caMbIél HOOPHI
YeJI0BEK Ha CBeTe.

Vnri6ka Croit FO3 Ha MrHOBeHUe 3acThUla. OHa HEBO3MYTHMO BHICBOOOMIIA PYKY ¥ CMEHMIIA TEMY:

— Baira koMHaTa 30€Ch, IPOUIEMTE.

OHa pa3BepHYIach U 3alllarajia BIepenu, yKa3bBas myTh. bal Yu cnemoBaa 3a Hel, 0TCTaBas Ha
TIOJIIIIaTa, ¥ CJIOBHO HEeB3Hadal Gpocasia B3TJISAL B TEMHEIE YTJIR KOPUIOPA.

Ha ynuue yxe cTeMHesno0. B Kopugope CTOsI IOJIyMpak, ¥ JIUIIb OgHa CBeda ApozKaja B TEMHOTE,
enBa pasroHss ThMy. Kaxmeii mar bait Yu momHuMan o061ayka MBUTH, a B YTIaX MOXKHO OBIIO
3aMeTHUTh I'yCTY10, Cepylo ayTuHy. CTapele epusa AaBHO UCTOYUIIUA KYKHU, IPEBPATUB UX B TPYXY, OT
KOTOPOM MCXOOUIT 3aTXJIbIM 3allaX THUJIU.

MuHOBaB HECKOJIBKO TOBOPOTOB, Cioii K03 ocTaHOBUIACH U MIPOTSHYTIA PYKY K OBEPH.

— Ckpur...

JZ[epeB;{HHa;{ OBEPb OTBOPHUIIACh, HAIIOJIHUB TUIOINHY KOPHUOOPA HEIIPUATHBIM, PEXKYINUM CIIYX 3BYKOM.

— JleByIKa, MBI IPULLJIH.



Croit 03 cTosina y camMoro mpoéMa, Ipsiyach B TEHHU, U €€ T0J0C 3By4as curmio. bait Yu ocTaHOBUIACH
B [Tape IIaroB, BTIISIOLIBAsCh BHYTPb. [IBe pacnaxHyThle CTBOPKY BXOMa BEJIU B COBEPIIEHHO YEPHYIO
KOMHATY, KOTOpasi, CJIOBHO ITaCTh HEBEIOMOTO Yy OBHINA, 6€3MOJIBHO XK Majla, Korga Jo0kda camMa
IIarHET B 3aIlamHIo.

XBOCT YepHOTO KOTa Ha PyKaX Y AEBYIIKKA B3METHYJICS BBEPX, U IIEPCTh HA HEM BCTaa Abi0oM. Cioi
FO3, cTos 3a IBEpBIO, HE TOPONUIIA, JIUIIL HEOTPHIBHO CBepiuia ball Ui MyTHEIM B3TJISIIOM.

— Xoporno, — Ba#t Yu Tuxo paccMmesiyiach, CKphIBasi 671€CK B T'/Ta3aX, U MPOHU3HECTa, YETKO
BBITOBapHBas Kaxkaoe ClI0B0: — barogapio Bac, TETYIIKA.

HecMmoTps Ha BOIHY TSKEJ0M, BpaxkaeOHOW aypel, OHa CHefajia BUM, YTO HUYero He 3aMevaeT, U
ImarHyya BHYTDb.

— Ilorogute, — Crou KOs BApPYT NpoTAHyIa PYKy, Iperpaxmaasa el myTh. OHa yKa3ajia Ha Me4 B PyKe
Baui Yy, 1 Ha eé nulle 0TPa3uIOCh 3aMenIaTeNnbCTBO. — [[eByIIKa, 3TOT MeY...

— Cnymalo Bac, TETYIIKA.

Crou1 103 cpemnasa BUf, 4TO OIJIIABIBAETCS [10 CTOPOHAM, IIOJOIIA BIUIOTHYIO K yXy bani Yu u
3aroBOpuJia NPUTIYIIEHHEIM, TAaUHCTBEHHBIM TOHOM:

— 41 BOT uTO CKaxy Tebe... ECii MOCTyUTh TaK...

— BoT ono uTo! IToruMaro!

Bricnymas e€, bait Yu n3o6pa3uia UCKpeHHee u3yMieHue U 6e3 Majmelmux KoynebaHul oTaana CBOu
Med Crou 103. OHa BHITISIfeNIa Kak COBEPIIEHHO HaWBHAsI, HUYEero He CMBIC/IALIASA B XKU3HU
[eBYYyIlIKa, BCEM CBOUM BUMIOM IIOKa3LIBas NOBEPUE:

— Kak XO0pOoI11I0, YTO BHI TaK IMPEOYCMOTPUTEIIbHEI, TéTYH.IKa.

— Xopomuasi, noOpas meBouka, — Cioit KO3 3abpana Med, 1 eé JTUII0 PACIJILIIOCh B IOBOJILHOM YITBIOKE.

Eil mokasanoch, UM B TOT MOMEHT, KOTla OHa KOCHYJIach PYKOSITH, 110 JIe3BUI0 MPo6erKal XOJIOTHbIH
Na3ypHbIA 0TCBET? JI0MIKHO OBITH, 3peHUe MOABOAUT OT cTapocTu. Cioit K03 TpsixHya royioBoH,
OTrOHAS JIUILIHNE MBICJIU, U CIIpsTajia Med. BpocuB KOCOU B3r/Id[ Ha KoTa B pyKax bail Yu, oHa
IIOMOPIIUIIACH.

HeBaxu0. Bcero muub XX1UBOTHOE.



OHa XMHBIKHYJIa Ipo ce0st ¥ OTBEPHYJIACh.

— YXe 11030HO, OTABIXaNTe, AEBYILIKA.

B eé romoce 3By4asna Takas 3a00Ta ¥ y4aCTIMBOCTh, YTO HUKTO HE 3amMO03puil Obl HemagHoe. bai Yu
OTBETHJIA eIl HEeCKOJIbKUMHU CII0BAaMM 0JIarONapHOCTH, YyTh HE MPOCIE3UBIINCH OT «UCKPEHHET0»
IPU3HAHUS.

)%k

Hactynmna Houb. Ha ynuuax Obls10 THXO0, B 3aKyCOYHOM ToXKe Iapuiio 6e3monsue. Ha cTeHe TEMHOTO
KOPHUIOpa BHE3AIHO ITPOCTYNU/IK ABe TeHU. OHU TO 3aMUPAH, TO JBUTAJIKChH [AJIbIIe, U IIOPHIBLI
BETPA OT UX LIar0B 3aCTABJISJIU IIJIAaMsI CBEYH OECIIOKOMHO APOKATE.

— JleBy1Ka, OeBYyIIKa... bl CIIUIIb?

CBeT cBeuH ynas Ha JBepb, KTO-TO OCTAHOBUJICS NPSMO neper KoMHaTou bay Yu. C To CTOPOHEL
IIOCJIBIIIAJICS. XPUILIBIM IIETIOT, & 3aTeM OCTOPOXKHEBIN CTYK I10 IEPEBY.

— HGBYH.IKa, 9TO 4, IPUHECJIa BaM IIEPEKYCUTh Ha HOYb...

B KoMHaTe — HU 3ByKa. CBeYa BCILIXHYJIA SIPpYe, BEHICBETUB MCKAXKEHHYI0 TE€Hb: YEJIOBEK CHAPYXKHU
IIPUKAJICS BCEM TEJIOM K [IBEPH, KaHO IPUCTYIINBAsACh. TullinHa. B KoMHaTe OBIJI0O OTKPHITO OKHO, U
Ha CYXYI0 BETKY IepeBa Y Kpasi KPHIIIKA OIyCTHIaCh BOPOHA, U3[IaB XPHUILIBIN KapKaOIIUN 3BYK.

l'onoc 3a OBEPBIO CMOIJIK, IITaru CO CBeYOH Hadanu yYoaJsaTbCs. KOpI/IJIOp CHOBA IIOTPY3HUJTICSA B
HEIIPOTrIdOaHYIO0 HOYHYIO TEMY.

Houb crycTunacs, CI0BHO BOfa.

B TumrHe pa3masncs egBa YIOBUMEIN 3BYK, CTUBIIHICS C KaApKaHbeM BOPOHHBI U OeCCIeqHO
PACTBOPUBUINICS B TeMHOTe. YEPHBIHM KOT 3allleBeNIUIICS, COOUPasiCh BHIOPATHCS U3 MEXOBOTO
BOPOTHHMKA U CIPBITHYTH Ha II0JI, HO Ybs-TO PyKa yAepxKasa ero. bai UYu npuxasna HeIOCEOINBOIO
KOTa K cebe, Ipsiyack B CJIETION 30HE 3a [BEPhI0, U MOAHSIIA TIla3a.

Bymara Ha gBepu Oblyia MPOTKHYTA, U B OTBEPCTHUE 3arsALIBall KPOBABO-KPACHEIH T1a3, 6€33ByYHO
BEICJIEZKUBAS JOOBIYY.

— IeByuika... 1 BUXKy Te0s1, He IPAUbCH.

Crou1 03 no3Bara elié HeCKOIbKO pa3, HO, He IOJIyYUB OTBETA, C HEOXOTOM OTCTPaHUJIACE.



— OTKpBIBal, — CKOMaH/0BaJla OHa, HETEPIIENIUBO JEPTas MIeYoM.

Crou [lyH IOJIOIIEN K ABEPHU U, BEITAIIIMB HOXK, BOH3MUI €ro0 B Ienb. bait Yu omycTuma B3risf,
Hab1oast, KakK Je3Bue mepepe3aeT 3acoB.

— Cxkpurl...

[IBepb OTBOPHUJIACH, ¥ Yepe3 MTHOBEHNE BHYTPh BBAJIU/IUCEH HeTeplenuBele purypsl. Ciou 03
Opocunach K KpoBaTH, OOHUM PHIBKOM COpBajia Ofesiyio ¥, KOHEeUHO Xe, o0Hapyxkuia taM «bait Yu»,
MUPHO CIISIIIIYIO Ha TIOCTETIH.

— JlaBait OBICTpEE, Yero BO3UIILCSI! — pa3apazxkeHHo npornumnena Coi K03, — 3enbe moageicTBoOBallo,
IIyTU Ha3af HeT, [eJi0 CeaHo.

Croii [IyH M0/I49a OMyCTHUJI TOJIOBY M NIPUHSJICS IIOMOraTh XXeHe. BmecTte ouu 3aBepHynu «bau Yu» B
cTrapyio UuHOBKY. Crou KO3 u3pana KOpOTKUY 3BYK, HAIIOMUAHAIIINY HAaCMEIKY, U CXKaJjla JIUL0
CIISIIIel CBOMMU CYyXMMHU, CJIOBHO KOpa flepeBa, MaibllaMi. B eé ria3ax MenbKHYa 3aBUCTh.

— He BuHM MeH{, feTouKa. Eciu X04elllb KOr0-TO BUHUTh, BUHU CBOIO HeCHYaCTIHuBYIO CYJIB6Y.

Croii [lyn 6pocus B3I Ha KeHYy, HO HU4ero He cKa3ajl. OH UMb TYro 3aTSHYJ BEPEBKU U B3BAJIUII
CBEPTOK Ha IIJIeyo.

— CKOpO paccBeT, — IJIyX0 MPOU3HEC OH.

JTuno Ciou KO3 ucKas3umocs OT HCIIyTa, OHA TYT K€ OTIIYCTUJId IUHOBKY U 3aTOPOIINIIACH:

— Ckopee, BEIOPOCUM €€ — M Cpa3y YXOIHM.

Cront FO3 cHOBa 3aXTria CBe4y U OBUHYJIACh BIEPEN, YKa3biBas Jopory. OHU BHIIUIA U3 KOMHATHI,
CITyCTUJINCH TI0 JIECTHUIlE ¥ HAaIIPABUJIMCh K BHIXOAY U3 3aKycouHou. bait Yu cnemoBana 3a HUMU 110
nsTaM; YEPHEIM KOT B €€ pyKax BEJ ce0sl TUXO0, TI03BOJIAS X0351MKe HECTH €To.

Houb Oblyia TEMHOM U BETPEHOH, Ha ynulaXx — HU gymn. Cynpyryu XpaHUIu MojiYaHue, BpeMs OT
BpeMeHU Opocasi TPeBOXKHEIE B3TJISIAL Ha HEOO; MX CIIEIIKa rOBOPHIia caMa 3a ce6s. MUHOBaB
TIEPEYJIOK U MPOUIs CKBO3b KAMEHHBIE BOPOTA, OHU HAINIPABUJIUCh B CTOPOHY Jieca.

YEpHBIN KOT BOPYT JIETOHBKO TONMKHYT bait Yu.

— 4 3gecs, — IIpoIIieIiTalla OHa B OTBET.



Bait Uu crerka KMBHYJIa ¥ IPUOTKPHLIA CBOY IIall. BHYTpH, Haf€KHO CIPSITaHHBIN, JI€3KaJl TOT
caMblit Med, KoTopslit Ciort KO3 «opmomxkuna» y He€. KOT yCcrmoKouscs, yIoBIeTBOPEHHO KUBHYIT U
CHOBa IIPUTHUX.

— BoT 31ecs.

Crott O3 noHu3ua royioc u orispgenachk. OHM 0CTAaHOBUIIMCH Y Kpast 3a0poIeHHOro Kitanouima. Cioun
IyH KMBHYJI, pa3MsijI IIJIeY0 ¥ OMYCTHUJI CBEPTOK Ha 3eMITIO.

— J:[aBafI, IIOMOT'H, HE HOﬂMY, II049YeMy 3Ta OEeBHUIld TaKas TSXKEIas.

Ciott FO3 nuinb QBIpKHYIa: CKOJIBKO MOXKET BeCUTh 00bIYHas AeByIKa? OHa MPOTSHYJa PYKY, YTOOH!
IIOMOYb, HO, KOCHYBILIKCh CBEPTKA, TYT XKe MobJeqHena.

— 3JT0... IOYeMy OHa TSXKEJasi, Kak KaMeHb?

HOIIYH BeTepP, 1 BOKPYT BHE3AIIHO BCIIBIXHYIIN ITPU3PAYHBIE CHHEBATEIE OTHU.

— Bpocs 9T0, — Cio#t [I[yH CMOTpeJI 110 CTOPOHAM, U Ha ero JIMlle YUTaJICS TePBOOBITHLINM CTpax. —
3mech 4TO-TO He Tak! BricTpee, BeIOpachBait, ¥ yxoguM!
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