Hy, Mowmo, ceituac yke OfMHHALaTh YacoB, Tebe pa3Be He Iopa ClaTh? — IO Ha MoMo, KoTopast
HOCHJIa ero py0OallKy BMECTO IIUKaMbl, 03adaueHHO pou3Hec JIsit BaHb. Pa3Be OHa He TIOHUMAET,
YTO OfEBAThCS CTOJIb JIETKO U COOTa3HUTENLHO Iepel MyKYMHON — 3TO BEpX IMpoBokauuu? Yto
fenaTthb, €CNIM YTO-HUOYOb CIyYUTCS!

MoMo ¢ m000TIEITCTBOM IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha HeTO0:

— Pa3Be Oparern JIaii BoaHb He 3HAET, UTO 5 MOTY He CIaTh LIeJIBII MeCsIl TOAPSA?

O6partenue Gpatel] JIati BoaHb OHM yCTAHOBHUJIU IIOCTIE AOITUX 00CYXKAEHUN, HHa4e, eClii OBl KTO-TO
KaXXIBIM pa3 3a CIIMHOM HA3bIBaJl €T0 UMIIEPATOPOM, YMEPETDH PaHbIlle BpeMEHU HE COCTABUIIO ObI
HHUKAKOTO TPYHa.

JIait Banb 6ecrioMOIIHO ITOKaYasl roJI0BOM, TOJIBKO celiyac BCIIOMHUB, YTO CU[SIIYIO HAIIPOTUB
[EeBYIIKY HeJIb3s1 MePSITh 110 MepKaM 00BIYHOTO YeJloBeKa:

— 9M-M, He MorJia OBl T TOMTH MTOUTPATh B COCEOHIOI KOMHATY? TaM ToXe eCTh TeJIeBU30pP. XOTA
IIPOLIIIBIN JKUJIEI] He CIIUIIKOM CJIeOU 3a IMYHOM TUTUEHOH, 1 TOIBKO YTO BCE TIIATENIbHO yOpa,
TaM abCOIIOTHO YHUCTO.

— Kak Takoe Bo3M0xkHO! Bymyun NTUUHBEIM TelloxpaHuTenaeM Bairero BenudecTBa, s HOYblo 06s3aHa
craTh ¢ BaMu B 0ffHOM IIOCTENM, MHAUe Kak 5 CMOTY rapaHTHpOBaTh Bairy 6e3omacHOCTh! — Momo
TYT 2Ke IIUPOKO PacKphlia Ila3a U MIOCMOTpesa Ha Hero C HEBEPOSITHEIM YOUBJIEHUEM.

— 3T0... 9TO He coBceM ynoOHo. JIydllle OTIpaBIsSiCsI-Ka B COCEIHIOI0 KOMHATY. 30eCh 04eHb
6e30MacHO, HUYETro He CIYYUTCS, K TOMY 2Ke 5 U caM MOTY ce0sl 3aIllUTUTh.

Emme O5vl, ecymu OB HOYBIO B €T0 ITOCTEJIH OCTalIaCh 3Ta co0Ia3HUTeNbHAS MaeHbKas dest, JIaii Boub
He CJIUIIKOM-TO BEPUJI B COOCTBEHHYIO BEIIEPKKY.

— TTogymaemnib! TonbKO UTO TH OTKA3a/ICsS UATU CO MHOM KYyTIaThCs, @ TEIIepPh CHOBA ITPOTOHSIEIIb
MEHS B COCEIHIOI0 KOMHATY. TEHL.. THl pa3Be He nro0uins Momo?

[Tom KOHeII B TJla3aX MaJeHbKOM peu maxke O1eCHYIH KalleIbKH CJie3, OT OJHOI'0 B3TJIsla Ha KOTOPEIe

cepane CMATr4asioCh, a KOJIEHN Ha4YWHalIk OP02XKaThk.

K3-3a Bompoca 0 TOM, MOXKHO JI UM MBITHCSI BMECTE, OHH TOJILKO YTO IIPOBEJIH KapKue medaTsl, HO B
KOHIIe KOHII0B JI3i BaHb ¢ TPymoM ofepkan Bepx, ¥ MOMO IIPHIIIOCH C HEOXOTOH COTJIACUTHCS Ha
pasmenbHOE KyTlaHue.

— D, Hy THI He I1ayb... JIafiHO... 9 COTrIaceH, JOBOJIbHA?

3ameTuB Ha nuiie Momo ynbOKy mobenuTenbHuUIbI, JI19%i BoaHb MBICTIEHHO BEIPyTan cebst Kpy KPYTJIbIM
OypakoM: KaK OH MOT TaK JIeTKO ey YCTYIUTh?

— Hert VX, 4 9eJIOBEK, Y KOTOPOTro €CTh KEHIIINHA, K TOMY XK€ MomMo eIrre COBCEM KpPOIIKa, g IIPOCTO



00s13aH ce0s1 KOHTPOJIKUPOBATh U HE COBEPINATh MPUHITUIIHAIBLHEIX OIMTHOOK! — MBICIIEHHO TBEPOUII IIPO
cebs JIsu BaHe.

[ToracuB cBeT, OHU TUXO JIeXKaJH B IT0CTeNH, HO JI3i BaHb Bce BpeMs 4yBCTBOBAJ, YTO SIPKUM B3TJIAN
Momo ycTpeMJieH Ha ero JIUIO0, ¥ 0T 3TOr0 eMy OBIIIO Kak-To He 10 cele.

— KxMm! MomMmo, a Bce Ctpaxu OcnenuTenbHOro [IpakOHa TaKue Xe, KaK ThI?

— Hu B KoeMm ClIy4dae, TOJIbKO IMYHEBIC TEeTOXPAHUTEIN UMIIEPATOPAa — XKEHIIIWHEI, UX OKOJIO COTHH, ad
BC€ OCTAJIbHBEIE MY2KYWHEI.

— W BHI BCe BOT Tak 3allluIllaeTe uMIeparopa’?

— M? — MomMo cTpaHHO TocMOTpesta Ha JIait BaHs, IBHO He OHUMAs, 9YTO OH UMEeT B BU[Y.

— Kxm! 4 umelo B BuAy, Bbl BCe NOJIKHBI BMECTE C HUM KYIIaThCS ¥ CIIATh C HUM B OJHOM IIOCTEJH,
3aluinas uMIepaTopa? — KalllJITHYB, C HEKOTOPHEIM CMyIlleHueM cripocu JIai BaHb.

— KoneuHo, 9T0 Harmra o6s13aHHOCTE! Ho celfyac, IOCKOJIBKY CTapoMy [eOyIIKe He XBaTaeT SHEPTUH,
OH OTIIPaBUJI CO MHOM TOJIbKO MeHs ofgHy. Ecnu 661 MMnepus Maiist Haxomuiack B pacliBeTe CHUJl,
ceiiyac CIeIlIMTh Ha 3aluTy K BaM mpuieTesno OBl IO MeHbIIEN Mepe HECKOIBKO COTEH CECTep, HY U
ellle Tapa-TpoMKa CIIyT IoMJyaflle — HanpuMep, TpoMKre Buxpesrie Pa3pylinTenu unu CKpPEITHLIE
TeneBrie OTIIEPHUKY, TOOSIINE MIPSTATHCS 110 TEMHEIM yTIIaM.

Cotusa?!

JIa¥t BoHb TOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK Y HETO 3aKPYKUIAch Toj10Ba. CTIIOTHYB CITIOHY, OH TUXO CIIPOCHIL:

— 3M, COTHS... HeyZXKeJIln OHU BCE€, KaK U ThbI, HJOJI2ZKHBI MEITBCA U CIIATh C IIPEXKHUM I/IMl'IepaTOPOM?

— BepHO, a pa3Be B 9TOM €CTbh YTO-TO HellpaBuiIbHOe? CTaphii AedyIlKa rOBOPUJI, YTO BO BpeMeHa
uMIlepuu ObLJI ONUH UMIIEPATOp 0 uMeHu 1[3e, 1 10 ero IpuKa3y uMIepus codpasa reHsl eCcITKOB
THICSTY KPaCaBHUIl U3 CAMBIX PA3HAEIX POJIOB CO BCEM BCEJIEHHOM, YTOOH KJIIOHUPOBATh UxX B CTpaxen
OcnenutenbHOro [IpakoHa, KOTOPHIE CITYKUIM OBl UCKITIOYUTEIEHO €MY OMHOMY, — HEMHOTO IIO[IyMaB
M CKJIOHUB T'OJIOBY HaOOK, 0TBeTHIIa MOMO.

Bonbie oH He MorT BriepxKaTh. [IpefcTaBuB cebe KapTUHY, KaK ThICA4a KpacaBul] ypoBHS MoMo
KPYTUTCS BOKPYT HEr0, OH HeOXKUOAHHO BCIIOMHUIJ ONHY 3afadyky 1o apudMetrke. Barnapn JIsit Baus
OCTeKJIeHell, ¥ OH 3a00opMoTas npo cebs:

— CmaThb C OOHOM B IeHb — U TO ITOHAMOOUTCS OBaflaTh CEMb JIeT, YTOOH 000¥TH Becex! YepT mobepw,
BOT 3TO >KH3HB!

B 3TuX MBICTSIX SIBHO CIIBIIIATIOCH HU3PAOgHOEe KOJIMYECTBO 3aBUCTHU U JOCAHBI.



— MwM, 4T0? — MOMO MOCMOTpeia Ha HEBEPOSITHO OllIeIOMJIEHHOe BhipaxeHue nutla JIsau Boaus u
6e33a60THO pou3Hecya: — U 4To B aToM Takoro? Hama VmMnepus Maiis — cunbHelee
TOCYZapCTBO BO BCeJIEHHOU. [I71g uMIlepaTopa UMIIEPUU U PEYU He UIeT O KaKOU-TO THICSYe KpacaBUlLl
— Jaxe CTO THICSY WJIM MUJIJIMOH MOXKHO IOJIyYUTh I10 OMHOMY JIAILIB CJIOBY. CTOUT JIM M3-3a 3TOTO0
IIepekXuBaTh?

Bue3zamnHo JI3# BoaHb MPEUCIIONHUIICS KAJIOCTU K caMoMy cefe: Bce OHM 3aHUMAIOT [OJIXKHOCTh
¥MIlepaTopa, Io4YeMy XKe YCJIOBUS U MOJIOKEeHKEe pa3/IndyalTCs HaCTOIbKO CUJIbHO? K TOMy Xe
CerofHs4 €ero ellle ¥ IIpoBesia Kakasi-To MajieHbKas (es! [Tpu 3TOM MEBICTIH OH He yOepKaics 1
SIPOCTHO 3BIPKHYJ Ha MoMo.

CnoBHO yrafiaB ero MbICIM, MOMO JTyKaBO CKpUBHUJIa I'yOKU:

— 4 3Hato, yTo obumesna 6patia JIa# Baus. Kakoe Obl HakKa3aHMe Thl HU MPUTYMaJl, THUIIb Obl TeOe
OBLIIO XOPOIIIO.

C aTtuMu crioBaMu OHa OGpPOoCHIIa HAa HEero KOKeT/IMBBIN B3I U MPUHSIACh TOKAYUBATh OKPYTJIBIM
MaJIeHbKMM 3a[0oM IpsiMo 1epeq JIaii BaHeM, BceM CBOMM BHIOM TOBOPS: IPo0Yii, pa3 XKejaelllb.

— 9-3... — JIa#i Banb 3af0xXHyCs, efBa He n30J1eBaB KPOBb OT OCAALl. JTa MajieHbKas (ess OTKPHITO
co0ma3HseT ero!

JlagHO, 51 cTepmo!

— Xwm! Bcero nuib neBYOHKa, He OyIy s OMyCKAThCS OO TBOETO YPOBHSI! — MpPAvHO BHIIOXHYB, JIai
B3HB CO 37T0CTH MBICIIEHHO (DHIPKHYI.

— Marnenbkas! C dyero 310 s MaJleHbKasi! — ¢ 9TUMHU CI0BaMU MOMO C CHJION IIOTSAHYJa 3a BOPOTHUK,
U [IBe IbIIIHEIE Oellble TPYOH, IPeX/e CKPhIBaBIINECS IO IPOCTOPHOM PyOaIlIKou, TyT XKe
BBICYHYJIHCh HAPYXKYy, a SPKO-KPaCHBIE COCKYM Ha HUX BRITJISIOENTH HeoObYalHO COOTa3HUTETbHO.

— JrTa meBYOHKa Befb faxke 0e3 mudunka! A BHU3Y Y Hee CITydalHo He... — JI9#i BoaHb MOYyBCTBOBATI,
KaK y Hero 3allUrjo B HOCY, U C I030POM IIOTepIIelI TopaXkeHue.

fpKuit CONMHEYHbIH CBET MPOOKUBACS CKBO3b ITOTOJIOYHOE OKHO IPSIMO Ha KpoBaTh. JI9# BoaHb COHHO
OTKpBIJI I'71a3a ¥ BAPYT IMOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO NEPKUT B PYKe YTO-TO TEIJIoe U HexkHoe. B ucmyre
OIIYCTHB T'OJIOBY, OH 00HapykKuJI, YTO MOMO HOUbIO HEM3BECTHO KOTfla 3abpanach K HEMY B O0BSATHS,
1apa IIyroBUI] Ha ee aKKypaTHOW pyOalllke pacCTerHyJach, a ero coOCTBeHHas pyKa 3aje3jia yepe3
BOPOTHUK ¥ HAaKPEIKO BIIENUJIACh B BeIMYECTBEHHbIN TOPHBIN UK. OMyCTUBIINCH HUXKE, OH HE
00HApPYKHUJT OMMCAHHOT'0 B pOMaHaX YePHOT'0 jleca — TIagKuM 1 6eJI0CHEeXKHBIN XKUBOTHUK ITE€PEXOMUIT
B €[IBa 3aMeTHBIM HaMeK Ha MaHSIIYI0 alloCTh MEXAY HOT.

— Vrx! — JIai1 Boab My4mnTENIbHO 3a3Kajl HOC U 3allpOKUHYJI TOJI0OBY BBEPX. — BHU3Y... yIX... BHU3Y U
IIpaBha HUYero Her!



— MH-H, O6parer JIait Bans, TH mpocHyscsa? CoaTh 0Ka3aaoch TaK 3T0POBO, TOJIBKO MHE BCE BPEMS
Ka3aJ10ch, OyOTO KTO-TO I0JI3aeT 10 MHE TyHa-Clofia, HEMHOTO Heyno6Ho, — MoMo JIeTKo moTepia
IJ1a3a, CJIafKo NOTSHYJIACh U IPOU3HECIIA 3TO C JIEHUBEIM BUIOM.

— Xe-xe... Xxe-xe... — JIaii Baub ToponnuBo yOpai pyKy 3a CIIMHY ¥ HEJIOBKO 3ayibi0asncs. YKpagKou
OKHHYB B3TJISIIOM COOCTBEHHYIO ITKMKaMy, OH 3aMETHUJI, YTO OHA JIUIIThL HEMHOTO ITOMSATa — CYAS 110
BCEMY, MTPOLIION HOYBIO OH HE COBEPIIUII HUKAKUX HEIIPOCTUTEILHBIX OLINOOK.

— Mw, yxe paccBenio? MHe HYKHO UOTU TOTOBUTD 3aBTPaK [yig Opatiia JIai Baus, — mMuio
IIPUOTKPHIB POTUK, MOMO ¢ KpUKaM{ COCKO4YMJIa C KPOBaTH U yOexKaja yMBIBAThCS.

JIatt Banb cumen 3a 06eleHHEIM CTOJIOM, YIIJIETasl IPUTOTOBIIEHHYI0 MoMO SIMUHUITY, ¥ 6ecripecTaHHO
B3IbIXall: KaK XK€ paHbllle OH He 3aMedaJl, YTO 3Ta efla HaCTOJIbKO BKyCHas!

BuesamHo JI3i BoHb IPEUCIIONHUIICS CEHTUMEHTAIbHBIX YYBCTB: €CJIH OT OJHOM TOJILKO MoMO
CTOJIBKO PAfiOCTH, TO HACKOJIBKO K€ CHACTJIMBOM MOKHA ObITh KU3Hb TE€X IPEBHUX UMIIEPAaTOPOB-
cobpaTbeB!

— Pockomb! Passpart! O ma Oyob MPOKISAT 3TOT (heomanbHBINM CTPOi!! — 3aBepIIMB CBOIO TUPAAY IO
HeJOYMEeBAaIOIINM B3rIsiqoM Momo, JI9#t BoaHb ¢ HAOUTEIM SUYHUIIEH PTOM HEBHSTHO MPobopMoTal: —
Hy nmoueMy s poguscs B He TO BpeMs U YIIYCTHUII Iy4lllie MOMEHTHl B uctopuu! V-y-y...
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