YenoBeK [JOMIKEH MPOKUThH TPU KUIHU: MPOIIIYIO, HACTOSIINY0 U Oyayinyoo. UIMEeHHO 9TO CKa3ajl eMy
HeIOaBHO ONMH BHICOKOIIOCTABJIEHHEI MOHAX, KOTHa OH MPOTYIHMBAJICS 0 Xpamy LI3sama.

Brnpouewm, ¢ppa3a gomxkHa Obljla UMETh IPOAOJIXKEHNE, HO, BO3MOXKHO, [IeJI0 ObIJI0 B HEM CaMOM — ¥
HET0 He 0Ka3ajoCh ¢ co00¥ meHeT Ha MOJHOLIEHNE, T09TOMY MOHAX JIUIIL ITOCOBETOBA €My HaUTH
TEeHEK ¥ OTOOXHYTb.

9T0 KaK HeJb3s Jydllle COOTBETCTBOBAJIO ero MmiaHaM. OH [oIIen 0 CTAHIUKU METPO U, He CIIella,
OTIMpasCh Ha Mepuia, CIyCTUICS 110 JIECTHUIIE. B 1IeCThIECAT JIeT, faXKe IIPU KPEIIKOM 3[0POBhLE,
Jyd4Ille MULIHUHE pa3 MOACTPaX0BaThCH.

IpoxamyuMy HOTaMU OH BCTaJl Y Kpas XKeJITOM JTMHUYU U YCTAaBUJICS Ha MYCThIe, IMyTralolue PebCHl.
3aKpHIB I'71a3a, OH CJIOBHO IIPUHSJICS ITEPETUCTHBATh CTPAHUIIL TPOXKUTOM KU3HU. B oTnuune oT
HET'0, OCTAJIbHBIE TTACCAXKUPHI, XOTh ¥ CTOSI/IM 3@ XKEJITON JTUHUEHN, BCE PABHO [€PKAaIKUCh MTOAAIIBIIE OT
Kpas — miaaT¢OpMbl OBUIH ITYCTH, BPEMSI MTO3[HEee, JIIOHeH oYTH He OBLIO.

CeKkyH[Ib TSIHY/IMCh OOHA 3a APYToM, TpubiuxKascs moe3n — I'yl y2Ke YyBCTBOBAICS Koxei. CTapuk
BCe HUKaK He MOT pemuThcsa. OTKPHIB I1a3a, OH X0TeJl ObIJI0 OTOUTH Ha3afl, HO O0KOBHIM 3peHUEM
3aMeTusI Ceporo HOMIIY.

— OcTopoxHO!
— [loe3n upet! BricTpee, mepxuTe ero!
B snoxy npoOyxkpaeHus HalliOHATLHOTO CO3HAHUS Y JIIOIEN B Cepyllax Topesl OTOHb CIIpaBeIINBOCTH,

HO IOHOIIIa PBAHYII BIIepen CIUIIKOM 6BICTp0 1 HeoxuganHo. HukTo He YCIIE€BaAJl €r0 IIEPEXBATUTH, Oad
" Ka}KI[BII;I, KTO MOT OBI IIOIIBITATHCSA, HEBOJIBHO 3aYMBIBAJICSA: d XBATHUT JIX CHUII yuep}KaTb?

— Yepr!

BrIpyraBirch, OXpaHHUK OPOCHIICS B CTOPOHY IapHS, HO OI03Mal Ha 00 ceKyHasl. FOHoIa, ybu
rya3a ObUIX MOJIHBL PELIMMOCTH YMePeTh, 3aKMYPUIICS Ilepef IUIoM HeMuHyemou rubenu. OH Bce-
Taku 00SI7ICA CMEPTH, IIPOCTO [OJITOe BPeMs IOfaB/IsieMble YyBCTBa BEIPBAIMCh HAPYXKYy, U 3Ta CUJIA
OKasasach CUJIbHEE BOJIH.

Ho TyT...

— Xjion! Bxkuk!

MouHEIM PHIBOK 3a IIPaBYI0 PYKY 3aCTaBUJI IOHOLIY OTKPHITH r1a3a. OH yBUAEN, KaK CTapHuK M0J
IelCTBUEM MHEPIMYU caM O0Ka3aJICs Ha MyTsX. B creqyioliee MrHOBeHNE PyKa OXPaHHUKA BIENUIIAChH
B IIapHS U pBaHyJa ero Ha3af, 3a CIUHY.



Baron METPO IMPOHECCA B CAHTUMETPE OT BCIIOTEBIIETO HOCA OXPaHHUKA, 06J18B €ro JegsaHbIM
IIOTOKOM BO3OyXa.

— V... ymMep... — 10HOIIIA 3aCTHIT Ha MecTe. TOT, KTO JoJiKeH Obll MOru0HYTH, CIlac ero, a CTapukK
TEIepb JexkKall Ha MyTsAX, paCTeP3aHHBIN T0e3[0M.
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— YenoBeK MONIXKEH IIPOXKUTE TPU KU3HU: IIPOIINIYIO, HACTOSAIIYIO 1 GYI[YI_HYIO, TOCIIOOHH... HY, BBL
IIOHUMaeTe.

X0Ts MOHax BHIPa3UTEIbHO KOCUJICS Ha SIIUK M7 II0KePTBOBAHUM, CTAPUK IIPeKPacHO IIOHUMAJ
HaMeK. Ho OH OBUI 4eI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIY yKe PEeIINsl YUTH U3 KU3HU — K TOMY Ke MyKYNHOH,
TTPOKMBIINM [IBE XKU3HU, — U HE COOMpPAJICS IMepef CMePThI0 TaCKaTh C COO0M MAavyKu KYIIOp. ITO
Ob1710 OB HEYBaXKEeHMEM K OCHOBATEJTIO0 TOCYyIapCTBa.

BupuMo, oHAB, YTO C 3TOr0 CTapuKa B35Th HEUETr0, MOHAX IOTEPS/I K HEMY BCAKHM UHTEPEC U,
yKa3aB Ha JiBepb, 6poCuI:
— l'ociopguH, xpam L3413 moMoraeT TOJIBKO TeM, C KeM y HaCc eCTh KapMu4yeckKas CBA3b. Ecnu men

HET, UAUTE HAIPaBO, HAWNUTE TEHEK U CUIUTE TaM, BO3PACT-TO yXKe He TOT.

Emy 651710 Bce paBHO. B 9TOT (hanbiIuBhii XpaM OH 3a0pen oT CKyKHU. [IpoXKuB OB XKMU3HU — B IIEPBOH
OH He [OTSHYJ ¥ 00 OBaAIaTH, BO BTOPOX OBIN CUPOTOM 6e3 pony U MIeMeHU — B CBOM BOCEMbECST
JIeT OH OBLI TOTOB OTIIPABUTHLCS Ha ITepPepPOoXKIeHNE.

Ho 4yero oH HuKakK He 0XKuaJsl, TaK 3TO TOr'0, YTO IIepepoguThCs OeHCTBUTEIBHO MOXKHO!

— Va-a-a!

[Imay MafieHIIa 0 CMEPTH HAIyTajl aKyIIepPKy, OHa TYT e 3axKayia eMy poT. Mcmyr cMeHumncs
SIPOCTBIO, KOTMla OHa IIOCMOTpeJIa Ha pebeHKa.

ObGeccurneHnHas, HO BCe elrle MpeKpacHast MaTh C HageXKOo¥ B3TISHYIa Ha XKEHIIUHY:
— ManpyuukK... 3TO MaJIbUYUK?

— IeBouka!

Axymepka mpuiia B 6emeHcTBo. Ecniu 6bI He TO, YTO MaTh ellle He IMpullia B ce0si, oHa Obl
3afyLInia MiaafieHlla Ha MecTe.

— V-y-y! — HOBOpOXKEHHAs ellle He yMeJla AbIIIAaTh HOCOM U ITBITajach BOOXHYTh PTOM, HO aKyIIepKa



TJIOTHO 3aKPHUIA €T0 PYKOH, HU KaIju He 3a60TsCh 0 XKU3HU peOeHKa.

— Yero opems! CTONIBKO pHCKa, U pafu yero? Pomuth Takyio pabbiHio! Tel MeHS MOTryOuIb!

XoTst c7oBa OBITH aApeCcOBaHBl MIIAAEHITy, CIIBIIIANA UX TOJIBKO MaTh. JIUI0 ee HCKa3uIoCh — He
TOJIBKO OT ITOCJIEPOHOBO¥ CIab0CTH, HO ¥ OT TOTO, YTO HafeKMa, TOPEeBIas B I7la3ax, moracjia mocie
cnoB o meBouke. OHA HE XOTeJla BEPUTH!

— CecrTpa, CKaXH, YTO 3TO He Tak! ITO He JEeBOYKA, 3TO MaIbUMK, TpaBHa? Thl BeOb MPOCTO IIyTHULIh?

— Thl ¢ yma couwta? J[IymMaelns, T caMa He X04y, YTOObI 3TO ObLT MaabuuK? §1 eBATH MECSIIeB
PHCKOBAJIa XXU3HBIO, CKPhIBas TBOIO 6€PEMEHHOCTD, TOJILKO Paii TOTO, YTOOHI THI POIHUIa
HacnenHuKa! Ecmu Obl 3T0 GBI OH, cTaja Obl 1 ¢ TOOOM UTPATh?

YcnrimaB 3T0, MaTh Obllla TOTOBa IMIIUTHCS paccynka. OHa yxKe maxke UM CHIHY TpugyMaia — Kawg,
€CJIM KOPOJIb He MTO3BOJIUT JaTh CBOI (DaMUJIUIO, @ €CJIH MTO3BOJIUT — TO UM BEIOpas OBl caM KOPOJIb.
Ho Teneps Bompoc OB HE B UMEHH, a B TOM, BHIXKUBET /i pebeHoK BooO1e. B smoxy HebecHoro
IIBopIIa, I'Me XKeHIIWHE ObIIH JIWIIL UTPYIIKAMH, ¥ HeBOYKY He OBIJI0 HUKAKUX IIPaB.

CecTpa, He pa3gensis ee UIIMIO3UM, IOTOPONIHUIA:

— XBaTuT rpe3uth. Mel ONMU3HEIH, s IITh pa3 moaMeHssIa Tebs, 1 Hac He PACKPHUIH, HO PAHO UIIH
II037IHO 3TO BHIMAET HapyXky. bricTpo mpubepuch 3[ech, BCe 3TU TPSAIKHU, BCe, Ha YeM Oblla KPOBb,
COXKTH HoTial

— A...aTmH?

— 4d? — cecTpa mocMoTpesia Ha MiafeHIla, KOTOPhIM TOJIBKO YTO HAay4YHUIICS AbIIaTh HOCOM. Ee B3rsg
CTaJ IensHEIM. — 1 u306aBIIoCh OT Hee.

Mars, ele ceKyHAy Ha3aj mpeObBaBIasi B IPOCTPALUY, BCTpemeHynack. OHa pBaHYIach BIIEPEN,
IIBITAsICh BEIPBATh peOeHKa!

— Hert! 3T0 Mot pebenok! He cmeit!

CecTpa, He 0XKHUOaABIIAS OTTIIOPA, OTIIATHYJIACh, ¥ PYKa, 3aKPhIBaBIIas POT MJIafieHITy, HEBOJIbHO
pa3xkanack.

— bax!

— Va! Va!

ITop mnay pe6eHKa cecTpa yaapuiach CIIMHON O CTEHY, ¥ He yCIiella OHa YCTOSATh Ha HOTaX, Kak
cecTpa-0nu3Hel Habpocunack Ha Hee. [[Be maphl PYK BIEMUIIKMCH B MJTafieHIIa.



— MaremllliKka, MasbillKa, MaMa 34ech, MaMa HUKOMY TeOs He OoTHacT!

— Ortpaii pebenka! Otpait! Tol cymacmepnmas! Hocuth pebeHKa KOPOJis — 3TO CMEPTHEIM rpex! A 4,
nogMeHss Tebs B IOCTENH, CKOJIBKO pa3 yKe PUCKOBaja roioBoi? f Tak Tebe nmomorana, 1 Tak Tebs
0610, @ THl U3-3a 9TOU TBAPHU XOUeIllb MEHS IOTyOUTH?!

MaTeprHCKHY UHCTUHKT IIPHUa CECTPe CHJI, KOTOPHIX He 0XKuAasa gpyrasi, HO Ta, KTO ITOCTaBuIa Ha
KOH CBOIO XM3Hb pafu 00raTCcTBa, TOXKe He OblNla CBATON. Bups, 4TO MlafieHel] BOT-BOT YCKOJIb3HET,
OHa pas3xKaja PyKH.

Korpga cectpa ynasna Ha mmoj ¢ pe6eHKOM, Ta BCKOYHJIa, CXBaTHJIa CO CTOIMKA HOXKHUIILI U C CUJION
BOH3MJIa UX B IIIeI0 MJIaleHIa!

— Bax!

— Cron, ctom, cro!

IIBeph pacliaxHyJach OT ylapa HOTU. B KOMHATY Ba/bsi2KHO BOIIEJT MOJIOMOM KpacaBell C 30JI0TEIMU
BOJIOCAMH ¥ TONYOBIMHU T'Ta3aMu, 00TaYEHHBINA B MOCIEXH.

YcmlimmaB ero rooc, CecTpa, elle MTHOBeHHE Ha3al II0X0xKas Ha Qypuio, TYT Ke PyXHyJla Ha KOJIEeHH,
YTKHYBIITKCH TOJIOBOY B mmoJI. OHa IpozKajia BCEM TeNloM, 00sICh Jaxke B3MOXHYThb, OKHUAAS CIEHYIOIIEro
cJIoBa.

Ho MyX4YWHa JHIIb TPUXKIBI IIOBTOPHUJ CBOE CTOII, TIOCJIE€ Yero C JII0O0MBITCTBOM IIPUHSIIICS
paccMaTpuBaTh 00CTAHOBKY. TyasleTHBIN CTOMMK C JyXaM{ U KOCMETHUKOM, B 3epKajie KOTOPOTo
oTpazKascs mycTou noj. Tam, roe goizkHa Obla OBITE KPOBATh, JieXKalu KyCKU TKaHU, TPONUTaHHbLIE
KPOBBIO U ITIOTOM, a PSIOOM BaJIs/INCh TPyOble MHCTPYMEHTH — HOXKHUIIE, OUHTHI, Oelible TepUaTKH.

30JI0TOBOJIOCHIY KpacaBell TOTPOTall BIaXKHYIO IIYIIOBUHY Ha 6eJIof TKaHM, 3aTeM IIOMOIIeN K MaTepu
1 HEXKHO KOCHYJICS TTaJIblIeM IIeYKH MIIafeHIa.

— Xu-xu-xa!

— 0-0-0, KaKasi MaJIeHbKast KPacaBHUIIa, IIPOCTO MPEJIeCTh.

PapocTHBIN cMex MafeHIa mo3abaBun MyxK4uHY. OH IPOIOIXKAJ UTPaTh C PeOEHKOM U CIIPOCHUIT:
— M4 yxe ganu 3TOU KpacaBule?

Martb, BCe ellle He IpHInemas B ce0s1, OJHOBPEMEeHHO 00s1/1ach ¥ pafoBaach — KOPOJIb XBAJIUII ee
OOYb.

— Xotenu Ha3BaTth Kaiin, ecinu Ol OBUT Ma/IbUMK... HO OHA ceiyvac...



ManpumK CTaj IeBOYKOM, Yero MaTh HUKAK He OXKMfaia. 30JI0TOBOJIOCHIH MYKYMHA OCTOPOKHO
TIPOTSIHYJI PYKH, YTOORI B3ITh peOeHKa. Y3bl MOJUYMHEeHUs], BOUTHIE B cCaMy OYIIY, He TI03BOJIHIIH
MaTepu COTIPOTUBIISITHCS.

— Takas ManeHbKas KpacaBuila, Kaiim — cioumkom rpy6oe ums. Ho 9To TBoM peOeHOK... 3-3... ¥ MO’
ToXe. [JlaBall 1 U3MEHIO OIUH ueporaud, Kkak tebe?

XoTs Bonpoc OBITT 3a7jaH BeKJIMBO, pa3Be MOrJjia OHa Bo3pa3uTh? K ToMy ke, eciu pebeHOK TUIIUTCS
nepornuda Kaipg, 3To 03Havano B31eT 10 Hebec.

— Ilycts 6ypmer... Keitn. Kak Tebe? [To-MoeMy, et 04eHb IOOXOIUT.

'oBOps 9T0 U Urpad ¢ Kouepsto, Xya E MeIbKOM 3aMeTHII 4TO-TO y Hee Ha IIPaBoM IIjieye.
— Iloronu, 3To eule 4To...
OH cJierka IPUOTKPEIT OeIyio TKaHb, B KOTOPYIO OB 3aBePHYT MJIafieHell, ¥ YBUIENl HeUTo, ToX0xkKee

Ha OTHEHHO-KPACHYI0 PYKOsiTh MedYa. Xya E ¢ mo6omeTcTBOM pa3fesnia pebeHKa U IOfHSII €ro,
paccMaTpuBasi CIUHY.

Ha Koxe MiafieHIla Y4eTKO IIPOCTYIal OTHEHHO-KPACHHIM y30p Meda, Ha JIe3BUU KOTOPOT0 BUIHEINCH
30JI0THIE MIChMEHAa — OH UX He IIOHMMaJI, HO 3TO BHITJISIAENIO BIeYaT/IAoLIe.

CnoBHO Halifis HOBYIO 3a0aBHYI0 UTPYIIKY, Xya E pafloCTHO BOCKIIUKHYII:

— MHe HpaBUTCS 9TOT peOEHOK... 3a0epy ee MOUTpaTk... A YTO [0 Bac, APSHU... CMOTPETh Ha Bac
IIPOTUBHO, 0COOEHHO Ha Te0s!

OH c cuJou HaCTyIuUJI Ha T'OJIOBY CECTPHL U BEIPYTaCs:

— TBaps, Kak XkKe TH MHe Hafoea.

CrucHyB 3y0sl 0T 0071M, CcecTpa He M3[aja HU 3ByKa. BTopas cecTpa ToXe IOoTepsijia BCI0 CBOIO

PEeLImMOCTh ¥ He ocMenuiiack 0TobpaTh pebenka y Xya E. [lepen aTum myx4uHoi, nepeqn Xya E, onu
TpeneTany 00 MO3ra KOCTel — OJUH JIUIIb 3BYK €T0 rojioca 3aCTaBlIsll UX ITafaTh Ha KOJIEHU.

[Toka Xya E He BhIIIET U3 KOMHATH ¢ Kelnn Ha pyKaX, CeCTphl He IPOPOHUJIA HU CJIOBA.

— Kopornsb, 4To genath C HUMU? — CIIPOCUJT KTO-TO, CTOSIBIIKY B TEHU.
— Y06etiTe 06eunx, 4TOOH HE CO3MaBaIyu MIPoOIIEM.

— Crnymarocs.



OpHO C10BO pemmio cyas0y ABYX xKeHIwH, a Xya E aTo 65110 coBepiueHHO 6e3pa3nuyno. OH
IIMPOKUMHU IIaraMu LIeJT TPoYb, Hecst Keln — CBOM MOKOM OH 00U Kyfaa 6ombiie, yeM 3T0 yooroe
MecCTO.

— Ilomnu, nana mokaxeT Tebe, YTO TaKOe HACTOSAIIME KpacaBullsl! Xa-xa-xa!

XoTs Keiin Oblsa e1le MIaieHIleM U NeBOYKOM, ee He MHTePEeCOBaIN XEeHITHHEI, HO, ITPOXKHUB 1B
JKM3HY, OHA ITPeKpacHO 3Halla, Kak UMEHHO HYKHO OTpPearupoBaTh, UTOOHI OTeI] 0CTAJICS JOBOJIEH.

— A, a, xa-xa-xa!

CmMmex MazieHIla cHoBa mo3abaBun Xya E, u oH elile 6osiblie MPUBSI3aiCcs K 3TOM HEOKHUIAHHOU
HaxoIKe.

TeM BpeMeHeM B KOMHATY, IOJIHYIO 3aaXxa KPOBY, BOPBAJIUCh aHTeJIb-MyK4YMHELI B PUMCKUX JOCIIeXax
¢ MedaMu B pykax. [lonyyuBmmy npuka3 Xya E My>XK4rvHa IOMOPILUIICS U IPUKPHIT HOC abllaMu,
CJIOKUB UX B U3SIIHOM, IOYTH KEHCTBEHHOM XKECTe.

OpHako ero ciienyroiire CiioBa OBLTTH JaJIeKu OT MSTKOCTH:

— Pemunu BrIOUTHCS B mionu, ponuB Xya E pebenka? Hy Hapo e OblJIO IPUAyMaTh Takoe... Ji!
3apy6uTe 9TUX OECCTHIKUX TBAapPe! U CKOPMUTE NITHIIaM!

— EcTp!

He cTaB maukaTh pyKu caMOMy, MyKUKMHa JKeCTOM IIPUKa3aJl IIIeCTePHIM aHTelaM CXBaTUThb
6nu3He1oB. 1o UX KPUKHU OH 37IETAHTHO BHITEP KPOBb, OPBI3HYBIIYIO HAa HOC, ¥ B €T0 I'lla3ax He ObII0
HU KallJId KaJIOCTH.
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