— Cmacute! — paspmalcs UCIyTaHHHIHA BCKpUK. Css0 FOHBGY ¢ y2KacoMm HabMoma, Kak CBepKaloIIye
Ha CBETY KJIMHKM MSITEXHHUKOB GECIIOIIaaHO PacCeKaloT BO3AYX, HAIPaBIsAsICh IPSMO K HeMmy. OH
TIOMBITAJICSI OTIIPSIHYTh, HO TEJIO He CITYLIAN0Ch, HOTH IIOAKOCUIIKCH, ¥ OH PYXHYJI Ha 3EMITIO.

Ha ero nuire 3aCTHIIO BEIPaKEHHUE 6eC1'IOMOIJ_[HOCTI/I 1 CTPaxXa, CJIIOBHO y ATHEHKAd, 0O2KUOAIOIIET0
3aKaHusg. B 3TOT MUT OH BRITTIAAET HACTOIBKO XPYIIKHUM U 68336U.II/ITHLIM, YTO B HEM HEBO3MO2XKHO
OBLITO Y3HATh TOT'O CaAMOI'0 BEJIN9EeCTBEHHOT O HACJIEOHOT'O ITIPUHIIA.

— Iep3ocTs!

B 9TOT KpUTHYECKUN MOMEHT OTKYMa-TO CBEPXY OOPYIIMIICS MOILIHEIM MOPHB BeTpa. CII0BHO
IUKOBUHHAS NITUIIA, B TYIy CPAaKeHUs BOPBalach XKeHIIMHA-TeHepasl. B ee pykax cBepKas Med, a
IBUKEHUS OBIIM CTPEMUTENIBHEL, KaK Pafiyra; OMHUM B3MaxoM OHa 0TOpPOCHIIA MSATEXKHUKOB Ha3af.
CnemoM, C MOTHHEHOCHOM OBICTPOTOM, OHA HAHECNa yoap — JIe3BKe Iepepe3asio ropsio Bpara, ¥ TOT C
BOIIJIEM ITOBAJIUJICS Ha 3€MIIIO.

Csio FOubOy 6biT criaceH. OH IMKUPOKO PACKPHITHIMY I'JTa3aMK CMOTPEJT Ha CBOIO BHE3AITHYIO
130aBUTEIHHUILY, HE B CUJIaX ITOBEPUTH B Ipoucxopsiiee. OH 3aBOPOKEHHO CIEANI 3a KaXk/IbIM ee
OBUXKEHUEM, U B Cepflie BOPYT BCKOJBIXHYJIOCh CMYTHOE YyBCTBO y3HaBaHUA. [leCATh €T Ha3af y HUX
Onlu 001IMe BocrioMuHaHUS. Bripouem, momyMan Csio FOHBGY ¢ TOPbKOM YCMEIIKOH, [JIsT HEe OHU
BPSIL JTA OBLIN ITPUSTHBIMU.

BpeMs neTUT, CI0OBHO CTpefia, ¥ BCe BOKPYT U3MEHUTIOCh. JIETKUY BeTePOK IIeBeNU PN BOJIOC Y
BUCKOB X9 SHBTUH, TPUaBasi ee CypoOBOMY OOJIUKY OTTEHOK MSTKOCTH. B3rmsim ee OblT TBepH U
IIPOH3UTENIEH, Ka3aJl0oCh, BEChb MUP B 3TOT MUT IIOQUUHSJICSA ee Bojie. CTporHas GuUrypa, yepHele
mocnexy, o0arpeHHble KPOBLIO, ¥ ajIbll IIJIalll fiefiaiu ee 00/IMK OUCTUHE TepondyeckuM. Ee kpacoTa
U BeJIMYMe BHYIIaIN 071aroroBeHue, 0T KOTOPOTO TPYIHO OBIZIO OTBECTH B3TJIAL.

X3 AdHBTUH CBepXy BHM3 CMOTpPeJIa Ha HacJIeMHOro NIpXHIla, KOTOPOTo He BHUAena AecdaTh jgeT. Obpas
IIJTaKCUBOTO MaJIbYUIIKY U3 IIPOIITIOTO ITOCTEIIeHHO HaKJIakIBaICSA Ha TOT0, KTO CUIeN Iepel Hel
certyac. OHa crpsiTajia Med ¥ IPOTSAHYJa PYKY K KankoMy, apoxaiieMmy Cso FOubdy, mpousHecs
MSTKUM TOHOM:

— Baira CBeT/I0CTh, IPOIIY MPOIIEHUs 3a ono3paHue. Boosa KHA3s FOro-3anama, KHATUHS
YK9HbIOAHD, MPUOBITIA IS BAIero CriaceHus!

Csio FOubOy oxBaTHua neyasnb. HeyxKenu MpoIio yxe AecaTh JeT C TeX II0p, Kak BeCh POM BEJIUKOTO
kHs35 FOro-3anapga, reHepasna X9, ObUT Ka3HeH 3a u3MeHy? Torga Xs AHbTHH u3bexasna CMEPTH JIUIIh
IIOTOMY, 4TO ObllIa HapeYeHHO! CyIPyroi HacaegHOro IpuHIla. Ho oHa Tpu OHS U TPU HOUM
IIPOCTOsI/Ia Ha KOJIeHSX Iepe JBOPIIOM, YMOJISIS JIUIIh 00 ODHOM — PacTOPTHYTh UX IIOMOMBKY. Ee
crHa Oblyla IPSIMOM, a B T7la3aX YMTanach HecrubaeMast BOJIs, IIPUCYIIas OYepy BEJIUKOT0 BOMHA.

Torma Csto FOub(dy Talikom Hab0gasn 3a Hel, a MOTOM, phifasi, OpOCUIICS YMOISATh UMIIepaTpuIly. Ta,
He B CUJIaX BUAETh My4YEHHUS CBOETO eIUHCTBEHHOTO ChiHa, 00paTuiach 3a IMOMOIIBIO K BIOBCTBYIOIIEH
uMnepatpulle. CTOUIO TOM BMeIIAThCs, KaK y UMIlepaTopa [IOsIBUJICS IIOBOJ IIOUTH Ha YCTYIKH, U X3



AubTHH m0OUIAaCh CBOET0 — IIOMOJIBKA C UMIIEPATOPCKOM ceMbeit Oblla pacTOpPruyTa. MmepaTop
MaXke MUAJIOCTUBO Pa3pelny ei 3a0paTh Tela POAHBIX. X3 AHBTUH IOKIOHUIACh B 3HAK
67aromapHOCTH, HO B ee I'/la3ax He OBUIO HU TOPS, HU PaflOCTH — JIMIIb MycToTa. [IoqHUMAasICh, OHa C
CHUJIO# OTTONKHYMa PyKy Cs0 IOHB]Y, IBITABIIEroCcs eit IoMoYb. YX0nsi, 0oHa 06epHYyIach B
IIOCTIEOHUN Pa3, U B ee B3TJIAfe He ObII0 edany 0 IOruOIINX — TOIbKO JiefssHasi, BCEIorIoatomas
HEHaBHUCTb.

Csio FOubOY 3aMep, MOrpy3uBIINCH B BOcTIoMUHaHus. OH He 3HaJl, Kak CMOTPETH B I'la3a [[04epHu
CBOET0 Y4YUTEJIsI, KOTOPYIO IIpefars, U CBoei OBIBIIEN HeBeCTe, KOTOPYIO KOTa-To JIIo0uI.

— Hy u gyT0 MHe c To60# menats? — X3 AubTHH yOpasna Med 3a I0s5IC, 3aKaTala pyKaBa ¥ IoAXBaTHIIa
Cs0 FOHBOY Ha pyKwH.

— A-a! — Csg0 FOHB(DY 0T HEOXKUAAHHOCTH CMYIIEHHO BCKPUKHYJI, ¥ €T0 JIULO 3a/IUI0Ch KPaCKOu. —
Hep3octs! OTOyCcTH MeHs HeMe[JIeHHO, 1 MOTY XOOUTh caMm!

B rrmazax X3 AHbTHUH, Ka3aBIIUXCS TEITBIMY, He OBIIO HU KAl COYyBCTBUS. OHa BHUMATEJILHO
pasrisgabBalia U3SIUHOTO, CII0BHO ¢hapdopoBas KyKia, IpUHIA B CBOUX 00baTUSX. Ee yyBcTBa OBIIN
CJIOXKHBI ¥ TIPOTUBOPEYUBHI, HO OOJIbIIIE BCET'0 B HUX OBIIO TOP2KECTBA OT CBEPIIEHHON MECTH.

— Ecnu s Tebs oTmyily, TH He IPOXUBeIlb U MUHYTH. Csi0 FOHB(DY, C 9TOr0 MOMeHTa BIaCTH TBOETO
popa mpuien KoHell. KTo OygeT cupeTs Ha TPOHE, pelaio . A Thl — BCET0 JIHUIIb HU3JI0XKEeHHBIN
IIPUHI], KaKOe IIPaBO TH UMeeIllb MHE ITPUKa3biBaTh?

9TH ClI0Ba IIPO3BYy4YaJIX BJIACTHO X HEIIPpEPEKaeMO. Csi0 }OHB(by B3OPOTHYII 1 00JIbIIIe HEe ITOCMeT
IIPOU3HECTHU HU CJIOBA. OH cxkaycs B 00bATHAX X9 AHBTHH, HE CMes BCTPETUTLCA BI3TJIAO0OM C
MATEXKHHUKaMH U COAaBIIMMHCSA CTPaXKHHUKaMU. OH 00uXKEeHHO IIMBITHYJI HOCOM, ¥ 110 €Tr0 IeKaM
IIOKATHUJINCH CJIE3HI.

X5 AHBTUH C fOCafoX B3OOXHYIA:

— INepecTanb nyakaTh. Pa3Be TH He 3Haelllb, YTO YEM CHJIbHEE IIJIaUyT MYXK4YUHE, TeM O0JIbIlle 3TO
3aBOJUT XXEHIINH"?

Cs0 KOHBOY mEpHYICSA, U CIe3bl MTHOBEHHO BLICOXJIH.

— Kuaruns, BemuKoe [efo cBepileHo. Brl o0elfany UCIOTHUTD TO, O YeM MBI JOT0BapUBAaJIUCh C
MouM nomoM AHb. [Tpumino Bpems?

K HuM npubnuxkacs KpaCUBBIN MOJIO[OY YellOBeK B Jla3ypHoM xajate. OH ynbibancs, SBisgs co0ou
oOpas3el 671aropoIHOr0 OTIIPHEICKA 3HATHOTO CEMEMCTBA, HO B €T0 MITKUX, Ha MEePBBIM B3TJIA, Ila3ax
YUTAJICS XOJOOHBIN pacyer.



X3 AHBTHH OTBeTUIA OYOHUYHLIM TOHOM, OyITO PeYb IIJIa O MyCTSIKe:

— KoneuHo. { nuip X049y HU3BEPTHYTh TOr0 OeccepieyHoro CTapriKa C TPOHA B MBI, A KTO UMEHHO
3aiiMeT ero MecTo — MeHs He 3a00TUT. Pa3 yxK Balll oM JHb TakK XKaXaeT BIaCTH, I ¥ MOS
IeCSTUTHICSYHAS apMus TToMoxkeM BaMm. Ho mocre Bcero s BepHyCh B FOHbHaHB ¥ OCTAaHYCh TaM.

— B TakoMm cny4ae, IOTOBOPUINCH, — fAHb Y3HXYyaHb TUXO0 PAcCMesiyiCs, ITOg00HO JTIMCEHKY, KOTOPOMY
yHanoch IOTaKOMUTHCST CBexKel GapaHUHOM.

[To ogromy nuik ronocy Csio FOubdy y3Han ero. dup UsHXyaHb, CTApPIINI CHH IIPEMbEP-MUHUCTPA U
ero 6nu3kui gpyr. Oco3HaHue TOTO, YTO JOM fHb, TOJIb30BABIINNCS 6e3rpaHUYHBIM JOBEpPUEM
MMIIEPaTOpa, TOXKE Y4aCTBOBAJ B 3aTOBOPE, HAIIOIHUIIO €T0 CEPALE CKOPOBIO.

Aub YsnxyaHb ¢ M060THITCTBOM ycTaBuics Ha Cso FOubdY, mpsuymerocs: B 00bATHSIX X3 AHBTHH.
OHa Xe X0JIOOHO OoTpe3ana:

— HuznmoxeHHBIN TPUHI] IOKOHYUI ¢ co00ii. A B MOUX pyKax — Moii HanmoxHuK Oy FOub. 'ocriogun
SIHL, BBl MEHS ITOHSIN?

Ee rosoc 3By4asn TBepHo, He gomycKas Bo3paxkeHui. Cso FOHb(]Y ObII MOTPSCEH TEM, YTO €T0
Ha3BaJIi HAJIOXKHUKOM, HO Pafid CIIaCeHUs XKU3HU PEILIUJI IPOMOIYaTh, XOTS BHYTPU BCe KUIIEJIO OT
YHUKEHUS.

B rrmazax dup UsHXyaHs IPOMEIbKHYIO0 HeIOBOIbCTBO. OH y2Ke CYUTAJI TPOH CBOMM M II0JIaraj, 4To
OBIBIIMI TIPUHIT IOJIXKEH YMEepeTh, MHayue OH Bcerpa OymeT Kak 3aHo3a B 60Ky. K ToMy e OH U eTo
OTel] IJIaHMPOBAJIX TTOCJIe KOPOHALIMY U3[aTh YKa3, 0 KoTopoMy X3 AHBTUH [OMXKHa ObIJIa CTaTh
MMIIepaTpulleii, 4TOOH 3allepeTh ee BO OBOPILIe U IUILKTD BJIaCTH Haj apMuen. 2KeHIHa, KOTOpas
OIOHAXK[HI Y2Ke CBEPIJia IUHACTHIO — HEeYKeJTM OHa 3aX04YeT CAelaTh 3TO CHOBA? B aToM Mupe
IIPABUTH JOJIXKHBEI MYyKYHUHBI!

Brnpouewm, Aub YaHxyaHb He CMeJl 03BYUYUTh CBOM MBICIIH, BEOb ABOpel Obln o KoHTponeM Hro-
3amagHOW apMUH, ¥ XXKU3Hb KaXKIOOT0 3[IeCh 3aBUCesa 0T X3 AHbTUH.

— ITonsin, — ¢ momo60CTPACTHOM YIEIOKOM OTBETU OH. — BCero nuillb Hal0OXKHUK, KHSATHHS BOJIbHA
pacropsKaThCs UM KaK YTOTHO.

— Bnaropapio. A Temepb BeOu MeHS K CTapOMy UMIIepPaTopy, — X3 AHbTUH MIPOOOIKUIA IyTh, HE
BhIyckas Cso FOHBGDY U3 pyK.

Cepaue Cso FOHbDY cxKMMamoch 0T 6011 IPU MEICTIH 00 OTIIE.

B TpoHHOM 3aJie CTaphlii UMIIEPATOP BCE TaK K€ TOPM0 BOCCeMas Ha TPOHe. [laxke OKPYKEHHBIN
MSITeXKHMKAMH, OH He BHIKA3aJl HY KallJIK CTPaxa, U3JIydasi MOIIb IPABUTEIs, IIPABUBIIIETO JOJITHe



TOMEL.

— To npuia. Xo4elb OTOMCTUTE 3@ CBOM PO ?

HWmMnepatop cnerka Kanuisaayn. OH CMOTPeT, KaK MOJIHas PEeIIMMOCTY X9 AHbTUH HECET XPYIIKOT0
Cs0 FOHBOY K TPOHY, U B €ro rila3ax YuTajach IUIIb JIeAssHas HEHaBUCTh. Ha MTHOBEHUE eMy
IIOMEPEIIUJICS ero CTapbli APyTr — reHepas X3. OT 3TOX MBIC/IM CIIMHA UMIIEpaTOpPa HEBOJILHO
CCYTynunach. 3a MocjaegHue JecsiTh JIeT OH COBEPIIN HEMaJIOo OMKUO0K, CTPEMSICh YKPEIIUTh CBOIO
BJIACTh, U MOT'yOMI MHOTO HEBUHHBIX AyIl. OH KaJiesl 0 COlesTHHOM, HO OH OBIJT IpaBUTEJIEM CTPAHHL, a
3HAYUT — HUKOT[Aa He MPU3HAET CBOEU BUHEI!

X3 JdHBTUH YYBCTBOBAJa, KaK BHYTPU BCe TOPUT. [leCATh JIEeT OHa Tepliesia YHUKEeHUs, IIpeooieBasia
IIPENSITCTBUS, YTOOH! CETOMIHS HaKOHEIl TPefiCTaTh Iepel 3STUM TPOHOM ¥ CBEPIIUTL CBOH CY.

— la. Ckaxure, Bame BennuecTBo, B XOTh HEMHOI'O paCKaI/IBaeTer?

VimmepaTop pa3pa3uics 6e3yMHBIM XOX0TOM, OT KOTOPOT'0 Ha I'JIa3ax BRICTYIIMIM CJEe3kl, HO B HUX He
OBLIO PAaCKasTHUST — JIUIIL ITPE3PEHHUe.

— PackauBaioch? 51 — uMmnepaTop, npapsamuii IloguebecHoi! 2Ku3H1U MUJIIHOHOB JIIOJIeH B MOUX
pyKax, HeyXKeJd g NOoXKeH XkKaJieTh 0 Tu0esu KaKoro-To popa X3? HampoTus, TH J0TXKHA
6rmarogapuTh Cyb0y, Beib OHU IOTHOIM pafy CIIOKOMCTBUS rocynapcTBa!l Xa-xa-xa!

— [a mouten Tel! — X3 AHBTUH OT ApOCTU OKpacHena. OHa mBEIpHYIa Ca0 IOHBYY Ha 1o,
BEIXBATHMJIa Med ¥ BOH3UJIa ero NIPSMO B cepAlle uMieparopa. ['opsidyas KpoBb OpEI3HYIa Ha JIe3BUeE,
HO UMIIEPATOP JUIIb 06JIeTUEHHO YIBIOHYICS.

Csio FOHb(y, He ycneB maxe MO4YyBCTBOBAThH OO0Jb OT MafieHNs, B yKace 3aKpuya:

— Hert! OTernr! He Hamo Tak 1erko paccTaBaThCs ¢ XKU3HbI0! [Tpoimny Tebs, cKaxu 4TO-HUOYIb
IPUSTHOE, He 311 ee 6obine! Ymorsio!

VimnepaTop gpoxKalei pyKou MOTSIHYJICS K CHIHY U ¢ J0OPOM yiIeIOKOi TpOoU3HecC:

— XopoIui MOH... TsxKeno Tebe mpuiiock. Hagerocs, s He 3ps Te0st M00uII.

X5 AHBTHH, K KOTOPOU BEPHYJICA PACcCYOOK, C HEHaBUCThIO IIOCMOTPESIa Ha 3Ty CI€HY OTLIOBCKOU
m00BY ¥ BAPYT MOYYBCTBOBasA XkejaHue youts u Cso FOubdy. OHa Kak reHepast 3Haja: Bpara HyxKHO
YHUUYTOXKAaTh [0 KOHIIAQ, ¥ XKaJIOCTh 3[[eCh HEYMeCTHa.

Ee yOuiicTBeHHOE HamMepeHue ObIIO CTOJb IBHEIM, 4TO Csi0 FOHBDY 3ampoxkain. OH CMOTpeIl Ha Hee
3allJlakKaHHBIMY TJla3aMH, CJIOBHO HEBUHHBIM IIBETOK, HEMO# YKOP €€ XKeCTOKOCTH.



X3 dupTHH: ...

Aup YsnxyaHs, HaOM0gaBIINii 3@ 3TOM CIIEHOM, HEBOIHHO M3all 3BYK, TOX0XKHUYN Ha PBOTHBIM IIO3LIB.
OH OBITT 6TM3KKM OPYTOM IIPUHIIA ¥ HUKOTHA OBl He TogyMasl, YTO TOT Pafy CIlaCeHUs KU3HU
crmoco0eH Ha TaKoe KOKETCTBO U HU30CTh. [IouCTHHE, y HETo OBII TallaHT K POJIM IIPOAaKHOTO
HaJOXHUKa!
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