— Ho s 6omblne xnaTh He MOTy, — mpotenTan Csio Bait, u ero rojgoc, CONpoBOXOAaeMbIH TUXUM
CMEIIKOM, 3a3By4aj coBceM 0113K0. 1[3u E mouyBCcTBOBa, Kak y HETO 3al[eK0Tasio B yXe, a CJIeqoM
KOXKY OTIa/InJjIO BjIa’KHBIM XKapOM — 3TOT HerogHUK yKycui ero! L3u E omyTus, Kak JI0BKHE MalbIlbl
pacIpaBisIOTCS C ero OfEeXKA0M, U MBICJTIEHHO BHIPYTaJiCs: BOT IapIIKBeLl, BUAUMO, HEMaJo BpeMeHHU
IIOTPATHUJI HA TPEHUPOBKH, B IIPOIIIEIA pa3 OH OBUI KyMla MeHee pacToporneH. Ho Cul OTTONKHYTh 3TH
TeTJIble PYKHU y HEro yXkKe He 0CTaloCh.

[Tycte 6ymet Tax. Ecnu oH yiizeT, y Cs0 Bast He ocTaHeTCsl faxke BOCIIOMUHaHUH. [laxke eciu
Cucrema HakaXeT €ro, IyCTh TaK — OH T'OTOB 3TO BEIHECTH.

Cst0 Bait OmHUM MMMHKOM OTIIBHIPHYJ CTOJIUK, HE 3a00TSCh O TOM, YTO (PPYKTH ¥ KyOKH C BUHOM
passieTenuch 1o Moy, U IpsiMOo Ha KoBpe noBanui L[3u E, HaBrCcas cBepXy. YUTs MPOILUIHIY OIBIT, OH
He CIIeIINIT U JefiCTBOBaJl OCTOPOXKHO. Kpacasel] OblT TPSIMO TIepe HUM, ¥ CTOMJIO TOJIBKO IIOJyMaTh
00 3TOM, KaK KpOBb HauKHaa Oyp/auTh, HO OH BCe Ke MPUIIOAHATCS, mpubnusuics K mee 1[3u E u,
TSKeJIO [bIIIa, efiBa CJIBIIIHO CIIPOCUIT:

— Moxkuo?.. M?

LI3u E mouyBCTBOBAJI B TOJI0BE PE3KYI0 KOOIy 60Ib, TYMaH alKOTOJIS Havall PacCeuBaThLCS, HO
OCTOPOZKHHIN BOMIPOC YeI0BEKa HATIPOTHB OTO3BAJICS B Ceplle IeMsiel KanocThio. OH BUIEN, Kak
TOT My4YaeTCs OT KeJIaHus, HO, HeCMOTPS Ha 9TO, He XOTeJl MPUHYXKOaTh ero. 113u E 3akpwin rnasa u
3aMPOKUHYJI T'OJIOBY — 3TO OBIIIO €70 6€3MOJIBHEIM OTBETOM.

I'maza Cso Bas BCIIBIXHYIIN. On IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, 4TO 113u E He TONBKO He COIIPOTUBIIAETCA, HO 1
00XBATHII €TI0 PYKaMHu. HeY}KeHI/I OH COTJIACHUJICS? Hey}KeHI/I OH HAaKOHEI] JIO6I/IJ'ICH CBOEro?

— IlpaBga?.. — OXPUIIIKUM OT BOITHEHHUS rojiocoM nepecnpocui Cso Baii. OH He MOT TOBEPUTh, YTO
YyeJi0BeK, 0 KOTOPOM OH I'Pe3HJI, OTBETHUII Ha ero yyBcTBa. — A E, oTBeTh MHe, 5 He ommbes? Trl
IIOHMMaelllb, YTO ceiyac gejlaein?

— [Monumato. Pa3 ecTh MprKa3 UMIIEPATOPA, Balll CJTyTa TOTOB IIPOUTH Yyepe3 miobbie Myku, — 1131 E
o0Hsn1 Csio Basi 1 mpoiienTan eMy Ha yxo. Hy modyemy ero MajnieHbKUM UMIIEPATOP TAaKOM MUJIBIN?

— AE, AE... — 6opmoTan Csio Baii, 11enys u moKycriBasi ero Ieto. Ero B3risii 0CTaHOBUIICS Ha
XPYIIKOM KablKe, KOTOPBIY HEPBHO OepHYyJICA. CTOUIIO JIUIIL YyTh CUJIbHEE HAaaBUTh Ha
OelloCHEKHYIO KOXKY, KaK Ha Hell IPOCTynaau KpacHble Clenbl. bosblile He coepXKuBas CBOUX
xkenanuii, Cs0 Baii Bowen B 1I00UMOTO.

LI3u E nouyBCcTBOBaJI, KaK €ro Tej0 CJIOBHO Pa3phIBAIOT IIOI0JIaM, a B FOJIOBE CHOBA BCIIBIXHYJIA
HecTepnuMasi 601b. OH 10 KPOBU 3aKycus ryoy, 60sch U3IaTh XOTh 3BYK — OH He XOTeJl IyraTh
MaJIeHbKOT'0 UMIIepaTopa, IyCTh TOT yXKe U BeIpoc. Ho Korpma Tensible I'yObl HAKPHIIU €TI0
coOcTBeHHEIe, 1131 E He BrIiepXKal, U U3 ero ropja BhHpBacs 00J1e3HEeHHBIN CTOH.

— AE, AE, se naus, — Cs0 Baii, mpoponxkas CBOM OBUXKEHUS, OCTOPOKHO LIeJI0Basl CJIe3kl Ha



mekax L3u E. [IIpaM OT KeJie3H0ro KielMa yKe 3aTSHYJICS, TOKPHIBIIUCH HEXKHOU PO30BOU KOXKEU.
Ox nenosan rna3a L3u E, cTpacTHO BeIKpuKUBas ero uMsi. OH 3HaJI, 4TO B IEPBLIM pa3 Bcerga
6011bHO, HO ecyu OH ocTaHOBUTCS, A E Gymert elfe xyxke. EMy ocTaBasioch UIIL Kpemye NPUKUMATh
ero Kk cebe.

L13u E mouTu Tepsii co3HaHue 0T 60yiu. ITO OBITIO JBOMHOE HAaKA3aHUE 3a TO, YTO OH ITOCMET
TIOTFOOMTH 3TOTO YeI0BeKa. Ero maiblbl BOUIKUCE B ciuHy Csi0 Bast, ocTaBinsis riny6oKue IapanuHbL. A
YTO, €CJI 3TOT YeJIOBeK ero He nio0ut? L3u E Gosnblie He MoT 00 3TOM IyMarTk.

JIroOuT — 3Ha4uT M00uT. OH TOTOB MIOOUTE MU YMEPETH!

HaxkoHel, korga yHa CKJIOHHMIACh K 3aKaTy, B TIOKOSIX BOIlapUiach TUIIMHA. CTPaXXHUKYU CHapPyXKHU
00sITHCh Tazke OBIIaTh. KTO TOBOPHUII, YTO MMIIEPATOP HECMBIIIIEHEN PeOeHOK ¥ BO BCEM HMAET Ha
nosony y LI3u E? Ha gene ke BEIXOAUIIO, YTO rociofuH 13U, BeCh eHb 3aHATHIN IOCyapCTBEHHBIMU
IenaMu, ellle ¥ BRIHYXKOEH TEPIIETh HAaTHCK UMIIepaTopa 1o HoyaM. Kakast roppkas cymb0al

Csio Bait oO6HMMa oTepsiBIIET0 co3HaHue oT 6oy L3u E, Ha ero nuile 6yKmana OBOIbHAS
ynbiOka. HakoHel-To OH JOOUJICS CBOEro, JKU3Hb CTasla IOJTHOM.

On 6epexHO0 oMbt 1131 E B ropsuem uctounuke. Crusinuit A E 6611 TakuM MuneiM. Csto Bali, kynas
€ero, TMajabllaMy OYepUYrBa KOHTYPHI ero JIMla: OT I'/1a3 K HOCY, a 3aTeM K TOHKUM ry6am. Bapyr ox
UCIyraJiCi — OH He IO4yBCTBOBAJI AbixaHud L3y E!

XoTs BOofla B UCTOUHUKE OblNla Temnou, pyku L[3u E ocTaBanuck XonogHEIMHU, Kak Bcerga. Cepaile Csio
Bast mogckounio K ropny. OH Kpemko 0OHSIJI ero, JPOXKaIlMMH MalbllaMH MIBITAsCh HALTYIIATh
ObIXaHue.

Cnaboe, efBa y/I0BUMOE, HO OHO OBIJIO.

Cepare Cso Bast HeMHOT'0 YCIIOKOUJIOCH, ¥ OH TOTPy3uiics B Bomy. O ueM OH BOOOIIE TPEBOXKUTCS?

Ho rpe-To B rmy0uHe OyIIy MPO3ByYas SIHOBUTHINA I'0OJIOC, CJIOBHO 3Mesi, TOfICTeperamuias B yriy,
4yTOOBI y2KaIUTh caMoe foporoe: JI:o60Bb — 3TO pa3yiyKa, HEBO3MOXKHOCTb 00PECTU KeJlaeMoe. ..

)%k

LI3u E, u3My4eHHbIH 32 HOYb, IPUIIEN B ce6s TOIBKO IOCHE TIOTYOHS.

CTOWMJIO OTKPHITH I'J1a3a, Kak OH YBUMEJI, YTO JIEXKUT Ha [[pakOHBEM JIOXKE, @ MaJIeHbKUI UMIIepaTop,
7exa Ha 00Ky, MallleT eMy PYKO:

— A E, mo6Gpoe yTpo.



ToT e 4eJIOBEK, Ta Ke ybi0Ka, HO Temeps LI3u E He Ka3amock, 4To 3T0 BeceHHUi BeTep. CKopee, OH
BCe 0Oosbliie yOexKmancs, 4To Y 9Toro peGeHKa He BCe B IIOPSIKE C TOJI0BOH!

W3-mopm pacnaxHyTOro KeJTOro XajaTa BUOHeIach MeoBasl Koxa, UCIellpeHHasl KpaCHbIMU
TII0JI0CaMU — cJlefaMy BuepalrHel 6ypHo# Houn. LI3u E cMoTpesn Ha 6eCCTHIHOTO MaIeHbKOT0
UMIIepaTopa, U eMy CaMOMYy CTaJIo HeJIOBKO OT TOT'0, HACKOJIbKO JKapKol Oblia 3Ta OUTBaA...

LI3u E mombITancst mMOBEPHYTHCS, HO IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO BCE TEJIO OHEMEJIO ¥ He ciymaeTcs ero. OH
Opocun Ha Cs10 Bast SpOCTHBIN B3TJISAN U, CLENUB 3yOHI, CeJl.

Kaxpmoe mBuKeHUe TPUYUHSAIO MyKY. 1]3u E Haxmypuscs, cobupasichk BCcTaTh ¢ KpoBaTu. Csio Bal,
BUISI BEIpaXKeHUe JIUIla CBOeH XKeHBl, IOHSJ, YTO BUepa nepeOopIIuI, U I0M0JI3 K HeMY,
3aKMCKUBAIOIIIE YIIbI0asICh:

— A E, He 37tuch, 1afHO? B cnenytoumii pa3 s Oyny HexHee. CerofHs HUKya He XOOU, S BeJIe
IIPUTOTOBUTD CYII U3 CEMSH JIOTOCa C OeIbiMu rpubaMu, IonpoOyems?

— Bynert cnenyromuii pa3? — L3u E ctucHyn 3y0sl oT 3n0cTH. He Hafo OBIIO IPOSBIATH MATKOCTD
BYepa. [TocMoTpuTe, Kak oH oOHarmesn!

— A E elle cripalivBaeT, IOCMOTPHU, KaK Tel MeHs ucliapanan! — Cso0 Bayl mpuaBUHYJICSA U paclaxHyJl
oflek My, TI0OKa3kIBasi Cliefibl KOTTEN Ha CBOEM Tejle C TaKUM BHOOM, OYOTO 9TO OH IOCTPajiaBIIas
CTOpOHaA.

— YV MeHs cerogHs BCTpedYa C TJIaBaMHM IIECTH BEOOMCTB, s 00513aH uaT, — LI3u E mpocTo He 3HaII,
YTO HenaTh C 9TUM pebeHKoM. Ha Bce y HEro HaxomuiICsS OTBET, [a eIrle ¥ BRICTABIISII BCe TaK, OyATO
970 0oH, 1I3u E, ero obumer.

— Xoporuo, xopo1o, — Cs0 Bau otmaxHyncsa. — Ho cHavasa moels, a Tex JIIofeu IIPOCTO II030BU BO
IBOpeEL.

— Bame BenuuectBo! — 113u E moBepHYICS K HEMY, ITpephIBasi €Tro ciioBa. I[loueMy 3TOT pebeHOK
CTaJl TaKUM KanpusHeIM? Eciiu Tak mOMAET Aasbllle, CMOXKET JI OH yAepxKaTh BJIaCTh B TOCyAapCTBe
Benukoe Yy? [Toxoxke, eMy IpPUAETCS IPUIOKUTH HEMAJIO YCUIIUM, WHAYe YTO ¢ HUM OyOeT, Koraa OH,
3u E, yipet?..

— M-M. — Csio Baii OBICTPO OfeJics, CIIPHITHYJI C KpoBaTu U, 6ocukoM, momor LI3u E nopgusthcsi. — He
3HAl0, YTO THI JTIFOOUIIIL, TI03TOMY Bejiesl Ha MiMnepaTopcKoi KyxHe IIPUTOTOBUTE YTO-TO JIeTKoe. B
IIePBBIY JeHb MOXHO TOJIbKO XKUIKYI0 nuily, A E, moTepnu HeMHOTO.

LI3u E He MOT CTOSITh CAMOCTOSITENILHO, TI03TOMY I03BojIuI Csi0 Bato mommepxKuBaTh ce0sl.

— He HyXKHO CTOJIBKO XJIOIIOT, y MEHS eCTh fieJa, 5 IOULYy.



— A E, cnymiaiicsa, — Csio Baii, mogpmepxuBas ero, 00HSJ 3a TOHKYIO TaJIdio, X B €T0 T0JI0Ce
IIPOpPEe3aJIuCh BIaCTHEIE HOTKU UMIIepaTopa.

I3u E 3amep, a 3aTeM pacCMesCs:

— XOpOI.HO... — OH HO6YI[€T C HUM ellle HEMHOT 0.

Csio Baii B mocimeiHee BpeMsi OBbIJT TaK CYACTIIMB, YTO 3a0blT 000 BceM Ha cBeTe. Pabouee mecTo LI3u E
TIepEMeIanoch Bce Omxke u O7TMXKe K HEMY, U TeTleph OH pa3bupar JOKJIagsl IPSIMO B OIIOYKUBANIbHE
UMIIepPaTopa, a caM UMIIepaTop, IoAnepeB Moa60PONOK, CUAeN PSI0M U Ha0momas, Kak Kpacasell
IIPABUT TOCYIapPCTBOM.

— Cs0 Taougzsl, cxopu noporpei BuHa, — Cs0 Bayi, pa3maxuBasi KyBIINHOM, BHIIIEN U3 OBOpPLA. Bedep
OBLI IpeKpaceH, IyHHBEIN CBET CMEIINBAJICS C IPOXIagHLIM BETPOM, U HaCTPOEHUE y HETO OBIIO
OTJIMYHEIM.

— Bame BenuuectBo, Csi0 Taoussl 0CMENUTCSA CKa3aTh, — MaJIeHbKUW €BHYX C CEPbEe3HBIM JIUI[0OM
OIyCTHJICA Ilepeq HUM Ha KojeHUu. — [10TmoI31u Cayxu, 9YTO ToCnoguH 131 nepKuT Bac B 3aTOYEHUH.
[Tporry Bac, UCKOpeHUTe IpefaTesisa U BO3poauTe Haile Benukoe Yy.

— Xe-xe, Cs10 Tao13kl, THl HE IOHUMAEIID, 9TO He rocnoguH 113U JepKUT MeHs B 3aTOYEHUH, 3TO A
IepxKy ero, — B rna3ax Cs0 Bast cBeTunack ropgocCTk.

— Bamre BenugectBo! — Cs0 Taou3el BEITTISIOEN KpaliHe B3BOTHOBAHHBIM, II0X0XKe, OH HE BEPUIT HU
equHOMY CJI0BYy. OH CMEHUJI TAaKTUKY: — BCs BlIacTh B €ro pyKax, IOCIOAuH LI3U CIUIIKOM MHOTO
paboTaeT, 9TO BPEIUT €T0 3[M0POBhI0. FIMIlepaTopcKue ieKapu TOBOPST, YTO Y HETO CTaphle HEOYTH,
€My HeJlb3s IIepeyTOMIISATHCS.

— W 10 BepHO, — 3anyMasics Csio Baii. Y npaBpa, Kpyru nop ria3aMu A E cTany cCOBCEM TEMHEBEIMU.
[Toxoxe, OH JeUCTBUTEINIBHO yYCTand. MoXeT, CTOUT 00CYyAUTh, YTOOB OH HEMHOTO OTHOXHYJI OT fen? B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH BECh IIPUHAMJIEKUT €My, a ceiiuac Bpoje Obl HUYero CTPAIIHOTO He TPOUCXOMHUT,
He [TIOHUMaJI OH, I0YeMy TOT Tak nedeTcs 00 9Toi paboTe.

— A E, nompo0y#, 3T0 KYPUHEIH CYII C IMCOM, 5 CIIelIMabHO BeJlesl IPUTOTOBUTE €ro Ha
VimmepaTopckoi KyxHe. — Csio Bait cam BHec nmopHOoC. 131 E GBI 3aHSAT MUCHMOM, HO, YBUTEB €TI0,
OBICTPO ¥ HEPBHO CIIpsiTan OyMmary.

Cs0 Boii coenarn Buf, YTO HUYETro He 3aMeTuJl, U IIpOaoJIZKajl ynLIﬁaTI:CH:

— A E, nompo0yii, TOKa He OCTHIIIO.

— 4 e ckasai, He 1001110 TeKapCTBeHHbIe 0TBapkl, — LI3u E Haxmypumics. OH TOIBKO YTO HAIKCA
IIPOIaTbHOE MTHChMO — BPEMEHH Y HEro MOYTH He 0CTaJIoCh, HYKHO OBIJIO BCE YCTPOUTD O YXOHa.



EMy He OBIJIO 2KaJTh ce65{, €IUHCTBEHHBIM, O KOM OH 66C1'[OKOI/IJ'IC${, OBLJI 9TOT MaJIeHbKUH HMIIEPATOD.

— Hy pas3 yX npuroToBusu, monpodyi XoTb HeMHOT0, — Csio Baii OB U3 TeX, KTO IIPOUTPEIBAET
OuTBY 3a OMTBOM, HO HUKOTIa HE COAeTCs.

— OcraBy, g noeM 1no3xe, — LI3u E 6bl1 BEIHYKIEH CKa3aTh 3T0. B mocnenHee BpeMs anmeTUuT
IIPOIIaJl COBCEM, €T0 TOLIHUIIO OT 000y ensl. OH 3HAN, YTO 9TO TEJIO LOJIT0 He IPONEePXKUTCS, HO He
MOT IOIyCTUTh, 4TOOBI Cs10 Bait y3Ha 00 3TOM — OH He XOTeJl ero myrarth.

— Ox, — pa3o4apoBaHHO 0TO3BajCcs Cs0 Baui. — A E, Heykenu THl HEe MOXKEIIb IlepecTaTh
B3Ba/INBaTh BCE Ha CBOU IIJIeUn? YOeIu MHe XOTh HEMHOTO BpEMEHU.

— O yeM UMEHHO BBl XOTUTE IIOrOBOPHUTH, Baiie BenuuectBo? — 113u E 3Hanm xapakTtep Cs0 Boas,
II03TOMY Hae[lWHe OHU oOpalllajuch APYT K APYTY mpocTo TH u 5. Ho ecnu Csio Bait Ha3wBan cebs
MMIIEPATOPOM, 3HAYUT, V¥ HEro Oblyla KakKasi-To mpockba. ITOT pebeHOK BCceraa CTpafan OT HeJocTaTKa
YBEPEHHOCTH, TTO3TOMY ITLITAJICS MCIIOJIb30BATh CTATyC UMIIEPATOpPa, YTOOB BEITOPTOBATh HIIH
moTpeboBaTh YTO-TO.

— 4 npocto He X041y, 4YTOOHI TH Tak ycTaBaj, — Csgo0 Bayi 3amen 3a cnuny L3u E u 06HsT ero.

— Baire BenmuuecTBO cuMTaeT, UTO S CIUIIKOM MHOTO Ha cebs 6epy? — LI3u E npunogusn 6poBs,
TJISIs HA YeJIoBeKa, KOTOPHIM Terneph ObIJT JOCTATOYHO BHICOK, YTOORI ITOJTHOCTBIO €r0 3aKpHITh. OH He
pa3 mymai, uto Csio Bait MOXKeT HayaTh OIacaThCs €r0 U3-3a 9TUX XKECTKUX METOHOB, HO pa3 TOT
MOJI4aJI, OH AyMaJl, 4YTO TOT eMy JOBepseT.

Ceppne 113u E cxanocek. OH He 3HaJ, IaaKaTh UM CMESAThCS: OKA3bIBAETCS, IIOCIE BCETO, UTO OH
cmenarn, TOT BCe ellle eMy He ioBepseT... Ho, K cyacThio, 0H He Ovln rinynioM. OH ¢ caMoro Hayasa
3HAJI, 4YTO MaJlleHbKUY UMIIEPATOP — He MPOCTOX 4YelloBeK. YaCTo OH MOT 4YTO-TO CHeJaTh, HO IIPOCTO
He XoTell. Bce ero ctapanus ObUTH JIMIIEL IOMBITKON TOMOYb, HACKOJIBKO 9TO OBIIIO BO3MOXKHO. Ho Tak
maxe JIyd4Ile: OH BeIpacTeT, a LI3u E Bce paBHO paHO UM MO3MHO yHaeT. Y Hero ObIIO YYBCTBO,
II0X0Kee Ha TOPIOCTh POMUTENIs, Yel pebeHOK HaKOHell II0B3POCIIel.

Csio Bawt mombupain cioBa, He 3Has, KaK ayullle cka3aTh. JIltogu Bpome A E momxHe ObITh XKecTue. OH
y6parn yneIbKy U CTall CePhe3HbIM:

— Bo mBOpIe XOOAT CIIyXy, UTO 51 HAX0XKYCh B 3aTOYEHUH y rocnopuHa L3u. IToxkanyii, B mocnenHee
BpeMS g CIUIIKOM TeOs1 OamoBar.

Ceppue Li3u E noxonogeno. Heyxenu gaxe oH ctan TakuM? [IpaBoy roBopsaT, HET HUUETO
0e32KaJloCTHee UMIIEPAaTOPCKON CeMbH.

— Torga IIyCTh Baiie BenuuecTso 0T6epeT Y M€H4 BJIaCThb. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, 1 BCerma OB JTUIITH
MEJIKUM YMHOBHHUKOM TPETLEI'0 PaHra, KOTOpBIfI BBICITY2KHUJICA 6narox[ap${ Ballleli MUJIOCTH, — B



rosioce 1I3u E mpo3BydYar raes.

— Torpga otmoxHu y MeHsi, — Csi0 B3yl TOHS, 4TO ONATH Bce UCTTOPTHUA. OH 3Ke IPOCTO XOTeJI, YTOORI
TOT He IIePeyTOMIISNICS, T0YeMY BCe BHIIIJIO TaK KpHBO? Ho KaXmblli pa3, IeITasCh 3af00PUThL CBOIO
JKeHy, OH pellas, 4To Ha 3TOT pa3 To4HO BeliedyuT L[3u E or stout Tpymoronuu. OH nmopxBaTtun L[3u E
Ha PYKH, ¥ KakK Obl TOT HU COIIPOTUBIISIJICS, KPETIKO MpuXkan K ceode.

— [To3Bosb MHe npoyuuth Tebsi! — Cs10 Bait oTHec ero Ha [IpakoHbe J10:Ke. B 9TOT pa3 oH He
oOpairian BHUMaHUS Ha peakuuio LI3u E, oH x0Ten caenaTh Tak, YTOOH TOT HE MOT BCTATh C IIOCTEIIH.
YT0oOB! OH ITOHSIJ, YTO B €T0 XXKU3HU €CTb He TONbKO paboTa! Csio Bait 1enoBas ero ¢ mpuMechio 00UIb
1 XKeJIaHUusS OTOMCTHTb.

113u E He BrIgepKaj mo4Tu cpa3y. OH 0T4assHHO IIBITAJICS OTTONKHYTH Csi0 Basi, HO ocTpast 607b B
TOJIOBE 3aCTaBuila ero BCKpUKHYTh. Cs10 Bali, yBlIeUeHHBIY [TOLETysIMU, HUYETro He 3aMeTUl U
IIPOMOJIKAJI AeUCTBOBATh HAIIPOJIOM.

[13u E Gosblite He MOT TepreTh. KpoBb MOACTYIKIIA K TOPJTY, ¥ OH BHIIIIIOHYI €€ MPsiMO Ha JuIilo Cs1o
Bas. Csio Boaii 3aMep, ocTonOeHeB oT yxkaca. ETo pyku mpozaiu, Korfia oH Kacancs nuta L3u E,
KOTOpoe cTajo OnegHeIM, Kak 6ymara. Csio Bali 3armaHMKOBaJ, IIOCIIEIIHO OTCTPAHUJICS ¥ 3aKpUYalt:

— Jlekaps! ITo3oBute nekaps!

— A E, 3T0 s BO BCEM BHHOBAT, 1 0663YM6H, s He 4YeJIOBEK... HE nyraﬁ MeHs Tak. — Csi0 Bai BEITED
KPOBE C JIKMIl4, HO TEeIIJIO 9TOU KPOBH 3aCTaBHUJIO €TI0 CepAle 3aJIENEeHETE.

[13u E npopomkan KallisaTh, KPOBb 3aCTpsijia B TOPJie, OH He XoTen myrath Csio Bas emle Gorblire,
II03TOMY IBITA/ICA ee IpornoTuTh. Ho, Buas coctosinue Cs0 Basg, OH C 2KaI0CThIO IPOTIHYI PYKY U
CTep KPOBb C €ro Julla:

— He Goiics, s... S B IOPSIOKE.

— AE, AE, — Cso0 Bait 6eccBsa3H0 OopMoTas, o6HUMas ero. Y Hero BOSHUKJIIO YyBCTBO, YTO CaMOe
[IOPOToe B JKU3HU BOT-BOT YCKOJIb3HET U3 PYK. — A E, g mo6imio Tebs.

1I3u E 3akpei rina3a. Ero Beku HaMOKIU — OH I1akan? KpoBb, KOTOPYIO OH CAEepXKUBaJl, HAKOHEL]
BHIPBAJIaCh HapyXy, U B TOT MOMeHT, Korga LI3u E noTepssn co3HaHue, OHa Me[JIEHHO [I0TeKJIa U3
yTOJIKa ero pTa, OCTaBIdd SPKO-KpacHbIEe MITHA Ha XKeITOU IIPOCTHIHE.

[Tepen Tem Kak LI3u E morpy3uncs B 3a0bIThe, TP0O3BYyYa curHaja CUCTEeMBHI:

— TTo3gpaBnsiio, X035IMH YCIEIIHO BHITONHUI TP 3aflaHust, COOpPaH OCKOJIOK aTpubyTa GONTIHBOTO
yiHOBHMKA. Harpaga — omHO XkenaHue. 2KemaeTe UCIIOTb30BaTh celyac?



LI3u E GbI7T OKpYKEH ThMOM, HO OH ITOAyMaJl, YTO eCJIU YiIeT TaK BHE3AIlHO, [a ellle ¥ B IIOCTeJH,
3TOT peOeHOK PEeILIUT, YTO OH ero 3aMy4uI [0 cMepTu. HyKHO BepHYThCS U Bce 00BbICHUTL. OH POOKO
CIIPOCHIT:

— MoXHO 0CTaTbCSl B 3TOM MHUPE eIlle Ha HECKOJIbKO THEU?

— XKenanue ucnonueno. ®aiin nepBoro Mupa OymeT coXpaHeH Ha TPY OHS, [TOCJIe Yero yaajleH.
[TpuroTOBLTECH, YEPE3 TPH OHS IPOU30UNET ABTOMATUYECKUHN IIEPEHOC B CIIETYIOIIHH MUP.

Tonoc CucteMsl ObUT MEXaHUYECKUM U CYXUM.

— Yro 3HauuT ypaneH? — L[3u E no4yyBCTBOBaJI, YTO HUYETO XOPOLIETO B 3TOM HeET.

— Mup BepHYJICS Ha KPYT'U CBOS, BCe JIOAU 3a0yAyT, UTO BB KOTfa-mu0o cyiiecTBoBamu. MHbEIMU
CJI0BaMH, BCe, UTO BHI CLIeJIaJid B 3TOM MUpe, Oy#eT CTepTo.

L13u E nousn. Ilycts 3a6ynyT, Tak ToMy pebeHKy OymeT He Tak TOpbKo. [1ycTh OymeT Tak, OyaTo ero
HHUKOTHA 30ech He OBLIO.

[TpocuyBmmmcs, LI3u E BepBhie MOYyBCTBOBAJ JIETKOCThH, CJIIOBHO 60J1€3Hb OTCTyIUIIa. CucTeMa
WICIIOJIHUTIA JXeJlaHNe, ¥ HaKa3aHuu 6oblle He Obu10. Ho Csio Baii He ycrokauBascs, OH He OTXORUIT
OT HEro HY Ha Iar.

Kak mpoxuTh OHU, 3Has OaTy cBoel cMeptu? 113u E He 3Han. Bpems yeTesno CIuimkoM OBICTPO —
IIPOIIIJIO y2Ke [Ba C 1oJIoBUHOM fHs. Hebo mocrenenHo TeMHeno. 1I3u E nexan Ha [JpakoHbEM JIOXKE,
TJI4A5 Ha BX0[ Bo ABopell. Cs0 Bau cka3aj, 4To caM IOMAET TOTOBUTH CyIl. Pegkoe ycepaue. Ho ecnu
OH BEpHETCS, a ero yxe He OymeT... 3TOT pebeHOK, HaBEPHOE, IIepeBEPHET BCe TOCYyNapCTBO Benukoe
Yy BBEpX OHOM.

He6o coBcem moTemHesno, CucteMa erle He 00bsiBUIa 0 epeHoce, u 113u E He cremmn. OH nexar,
JIEHUBO MIKMHAs CalloTH ¥ Kpas KpoBaTH, COMB XKeJIThle MMIIepPaTOPCKHEe CalloTh Ha YepHbIe
YHUHOBHUYbBH.

— A E, A E! — u3maneka nocnsimancs rojaoc Cso Basg. OH pamoCTHO BOIEN, HECS TIHHSIHBIN
TOPIIIOYEK.

L13u E nogHs rojioBy, HO BAPYT IOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK C3aiu KTO-TO pubnuxaetcsi. OH MPUTBOPUIICS,
YTO He 3aMeTHJI, ¥ IpofosKan ynsibatecs Cso Bato, rnsapas, Kak Ha I0JI0Te KPOBaTH OTpaXkaeTcs
nnuHHAsS TeHb. LI3u E pe3ko noBepHyI rojIoBY U JIOBKO YKJIOHUIICS OT yaapa. Ero HaBwIKY 6051 OBLIH
HEIIJIOXY, IIPOCTO KaK YNHOBHUK OH HUKOTZA He MMeJl BO3MOXKHOCTU WX IIPOSIBUTE, a CucreMa
crepxuBaja ero. Teneps xke, Korjia OorpaHu4YeHul He OBUIO, OH PEILINTI ITI0Ka3aTh, HA YTO CIIOCOOEH.

Hamapasimmy, BUAs, 4TO IPOMaxHYJICs, CHOBa B3MaxHyJ1 KuHXKanoM. L[3u E cpady y3Han ero — fo



I'yan! OH Bce emie xkuB? Kak 0H 1mormaj Bo ABopel?! MbICIu MPOHOCUIIACE B TOJIOBE, OH HHCTUHKTUBHO
XOTeJI YKJIOHUTHCS, HO TYT B TOJIOBE pa3fasicsd MeXaHU4YeCKHUU rooc:

— Tpu gus ucteknu. Ilepenoc HavarT. [IpurotoBeTeCh. I19Th, YETHIPE, TPH, [Ba, OOUH.

B aroT mur 1[3u E crmoBHOo 3acThi1. OH npoksisin CUCTEMY 3a TO, UTO OHA BhIOpasa Takoe BpeMsi, U
6ecmomoIHo Habmonan, Kak Jo I'yaH BoH3aeT KUHKaj eMy B Topio. XJIbIHYJa KpoBb. 1131 E
yCIBIIIaN 3BOH pa30UTOr0 ropinoyka, gyliepa3arupaimuii Kpuk Csio Bast, 3mo6HbIe TPOKIIATUS 0
I'yana...

A IOTOM He CTaJi0 HU4Yero. B KoHIle KOHIOB, OH TaK U He IOMPOIIAJICS C 9TUM peOeHKOM, He CcKa3all
TIOCJIeHero cjioBa. Ho Temeph OHU BCTPETSTCSI TOIMBKO B CIIEAYIOUIEN XKU3HU.

)%k

CTo TpuAUaTh YETBEPTHIY I'Of CO JHSA OCHOBaHUS rocygapctsa Benukoe Yy. HelHelIHUY TpaBUTENIb —
IBadlaTh BOCEMOM 110 cUeTy. B cpegHeM KaxKabli IpaBuil He 60jiee YeTHIpEX JIeT, CaMbli TONTUM CPOK
ObLIT EeBSATH JIET, @ CAMBIM KOPOTKUM — Tpu Mecsiia. HeTpyaHo gorafaThCs, YTO ©MIIepaTopaM
JKHJIOCh HECTaAKo.

Ho gnsa Yy MuH-xyaHa, Cso0 Bas, Takas )KU3Hb HaxJIeOHKMKA OblJIa caMO¥ JTy4Ined.

Kak mgBamiaTh BOCEMOM IIOTOMOK, KOTOPBIMA TOJIBKO U YMeJI, YTO IIPOenaTh HAClIeoCTBO, OH CYUTAlI, YTO
JKW3Hb MAaPHOHETOYHOTO UMIIepPaTOpPa, KOTOPOMY BCe IMOJai0T Ha O/ogeuKe, — caMast CHaCTIUBas
npodeccust B Mupe. Bce paBHO, faxe ecu Obl €ro 3aCTaBUIM 00CYXKIaTh CTPATETUIO IPABJIEHUS C
IPEMbEP-MUHUCTPOM UK 60POTHCS 3a BJIACTh C BeMKUM HaCTaBHUKOM, OH ObI BCe PaBHO He
CIIPABHUJICS.

Csto Bait OblI IOMTaiaHIIEM, U 0 9TOT0 Y HEro He ObIJI0 0COOBIX TamaHTOB. OOBIYHBEIN OaHKOBCKUM
KJIePK, YbMM eIMHCTBEHHEIM KeJIaHueM OBIJI0 KaX[bIH NeHb IePeCYUTHBATh JeHbBI'M — U [T03Ke OH
IEeUCTBUTEIBHO 3TOTO JOOUIICS.

9T0 Gbiyia cTabunbHas paboTa ¢ XOpoIIel 3apIaToi, HO OMHAXKAB! OH IIoMasl B orpabieHue u
OKasasics B 3an0xkHUKax. OH yxkKe cKa3as rpabuTestio naposib, HO KTO-TO U3 TOJIIHI BEI3BaJI IIOJIUIINIO,
Y HEPBHBIN IIPECTYIIHUK IIPUCTPEIINII eT0. Tak OH TepPOoNCKH MoTHo.

KT0 GBI MOT TTIOyMaTh, YTO OH BHIXKMBET U CTAHET IIPABUTEJIeM, Hafl KOTOPEIM HET HUKOTO0. XOTs OH
HUKOTIa He CIIHIIIA 00 9TOH IMHACTHH, 9TO He IIOMEIIAJi0 eMy IIOCTABUTh 1IeJTb — CTATh XOPOIIUM
HUMIIEPATOPOM, KOTOPHIH IIPOCTO JKUBET B CBOE YIOBOJILCTBHE.

[Tpomen Mecst ¢ ero npubbiTug. OH AyMall, 4TO ero XKAEeT POCKOIIHAas KU3Hb, HO PealbHOCTh
OKa3ajlachb UHOM.



XoTs oH ObIT MApPUOHETKOM 6€3 BIacTH, OH BCE PABHO He 3HAJI, YTO C Hel [eflaTh, TaK YTO eMy OBIIO
BCe paBHO. 2KU3Hb €My [I0CTalach MapoM, U y HET'0 He ObII0 HUKAKOM IMPUBSI3aHHOCTH K 3TOMY
BBIMBIIIIJIEHHOMY TOCYIapCTBy Uy.

Ero yctpauBao Bce, faxke yOpaHCTBO IBOPIia COOTBETCTBOBAJIO €0 BKycCy. brlla uIs ogHa

cepbe3Has mpobeMa: OH ObLTI reeM, U Ufiest rapeMa U3 TPeX THICSY KpacaBull OUIa OJist HETO
HelpueMIeMa.

http://bllate.org/book/22179/2310956



