OH penko ObIBaNl HACTOIBLKO HENOBOJIEH. XonmoaHeli B3 FOaub [lnHa OB yCTPEeMIIEH IPSIMO Ha
IeMOHa, KOTOPHIM CMOTPEJ Ha Hero C JIeTKUM 3aMellaTeIbCTBOM — HUKOrfa elle [llaHs XaHbIU He
BeJl cebsi Tak OecliepeMOHHO.

[leMOH HaxMypuJICs, IOrPY3UBIINCE B pa3ayMbs. OT 3TOr0 4eJIoBeKa... I0YeMy OT Hero Tak CTPaHHO
nmaxHeT? To nmu ciabbll 3amax XKHUBOT'0 CYIIECTBa, TO JIU CIelUpUUYECKUM CEPHBIN OyX afga?

Bo3M0xKHO, fiefio OBIIO B TOM, YTO B KOMHATe IIPUCYTCTBOBA/I TOT CaMBIM CJIafKUU apoMart, HO CTOUJIO
OTOUTH TIOfa/bIlle, KakK OT 3TOTO YeJIoBeKa HauMHaJo IaxHyTh TakK, OyYATO OH BCIO KU3Hb IIPOBEJI B
IIPEUCIOOHEN.

...Pa3gpaxaer.

IToka ou MYYHJIICA 3TUMHU MBICJISIMH, KOann ]_[I/IH TO3Ke OB He B oyxe.

Xouelllb €CTh — €IIIb, He XO4Y€elllbh — IIPOBAIMBaM.

FOanb LIuH pe3ko 3aXKMypHIICs, Habpa B Ipyab BO3Ayxa, COOMPasich IOTPe6oBaTh, YTOOH €T0
OTIYCTHIIX, KaK BAPYT B TOJIOBE, IPUIIO3MHUBIIKCE, TIOfaia rojgoc CucreMa.

— A-a-a, s noHsna, noyemy Illans XaHbnu npeBpaTtuics B gemoHa! — CucteMa BGexkasa B €ro
CO3HaHMe, COIPOBOXKAaeMas TOIIOTOM MaJlIeHbKUX HOXKEK.

B 9TOT K€ MOMEHT JeMOH OTIIYCTHJI €T0, ellle pa3 MPHUHIOXAJCS K BO3AYXy B KOMHATE U, COXPAHUB Ha
JIUIle 3aTaflOYHOE BhIPaXKeHue, yIaauics.

— l'oBOopu, — INISIAS HA paclaxHYTyo ABEPh, 6eccTpacTHO nmpousHec FOaup LuH.

Cucrema nnouyBscTBOBasa HenagHoe... Heyxenu FOans LluH 3nutca? OTBeyaeT Tak KOPOTKO!
Heyxenu u3-3a TOro, 4T0 OHa He BEIXO[MJIA Ha CBSA3b paHblle?

— IIpocty, LunuuH, s npocTo 6erana B mtad, 4yTobb y3HaTh HacyeT [llans XaHbIN, — MPONHIATIA
OHa.

KOann LIuH oTO3BaNCA KOPOTKHM MEIYaHHEM.

— ...B oOmewm, [llanp XaHbIH IOACO3HATEILHO IPUMEPHIT Ha ce0s1 00pa3 memMoHa. [IoHMMaelb, OH He
CBSITOM. B yenoBeueCcKoM IMOACO3HAHMUN CKPBITO MHOXKECTBO Belllel, KOTOphle CO3HAHKEe He TOTOBO
IPUHSTD: I'PSI3b, TPEXH, HAapYIIeHWe MOPaIbHBIX ITPUHIIUIIOB, KECTOKOCTh, 0eCcyemoBeyHoCTh. OH...

— To-To 51 u npymai, — nepebun ero K0aub LIH X0TOMHEIM TOHOM, — OTKYMa TakKas CHUJla B PyKax.



PanbIie oH Bcerga ObI OCTOPOXKEH, a TYT — COBCEM [JPyroe neio. OxkasbIBaeTCs, MOACO3HaHUE AaeT 0
cebe 3HATh. [la ele 1 oKa3aics CKJIOHHBIM K HACUJIUIO.

CucreMa mMonuana. OHa CMOTpesla Ha [iBa SIPKMX KPACHHIX OTIIeYaTKa MaiblieB Ha 0€JI0CHEeKHBIX
mekax K0ans [luHa 1 He pelanach 00JIbIe TPOU3HECTH HU CIIOBA.

— Yrto0 emwe yganock y3HaTh? — HOaHb LIMH KOCHYJICA ClIefoB Ha lieKaxX. Ero U1 BEITIALETO0
IIPEKPaCHBEIM ¥ XOJIOOHEIM, @ YT'OJIKM I'y0 IogparuBaiy B I0K00UK HaCMeIITUBOM YIILIOKH.

[Torogute, Kyna Xke menach Ta MArKasl, OTCTPaHEHHas HeXKHOCTh, KOTOPYIO OH [TI0YyBCTBOBAJ IIpU
IIepBO BCTpeye C rocnoguuoM FOaus LluHOoM?

CucreMa 3ampoxana:

— W3navanpHO ['1aBHAS CHCTeMa IMOATOTOBUIIA IJIsT HETO TeJo J0OpOM MPUHIIECCH, TaK KaK ThI
IoKeH OBLT TPOBECTH C HUM YyEeCHYIO CKa3Ky... {1 caMa yOuBHUIACh, IIOYEMY OH CTajl IEMOHOM,
I09TOMY ¥ TTo0eKaja y3HaBaTh.

HOans LluH monro mocTyKuBal naibllaMy 110 CTOJY, II0Ka HaKOHEIl 3BYK He 3aTux. OH mepeBapuBal
rHbopMaIlrio o xapakrepe lllans XaHbIH.

Cucrema, Habmofas 3a TeM, Kak IOaHb Huu YCIIOKOHIJICA, moo0elrarna:

— B cnemytomui pa3 s 06s13aTenbHO OyOy MpenynpexnaTh TeOs 3apaHee.

— Bce B mopsigke, — otBeTun F0aub LIuH.

On yTemunil CI/ICTeMY, 1 €r0 I'oJIOC OCTAJICA IIPEXKHUM — IIPOXJIaAHBIM, HO MATKHUM.

CucreMa B ero rojioBe akTUBHO 3akuBasa. Hy KoHeuHO, 3T0 ke LIMHIIMH — TaKOU KPacCUBBHIUA U
BeXJTMBEIM. HaBepHOE, 3TO OBIIIO MPOCTO HaBaX[IeHUE.

— LIHUMH, TOJ0XKAX Tapy MUHYT, KpaCcHbIe CJIefibl Ha JIKIle CKOPO MPOMAYT, — IOXBacTajaach OHa. —
B nameM Mupe CKa30K 04eHb TPEIIETHO OTHOCATCS K pakaM, y Hac ecTh CIlellajbHas IporpaMMa,
KOTOpas CTUPAET UX MOC/IEeNCTBHUS.

— HpaB,ua, eCTh? — YOUBJIEHHO IIPOIIEIITAII KOans LuH u TYT 2Ke IIOOHSAJICH, YTOORI HANTH 3€PKaAJio B
9TOM CKJIaJie KHHUT.

Cucrema Mosuana... Hamo Xe, J1I00u Tak IIEKYTCs O CBOEM JIUIIE.

Hans LuH melicTBUTENBHO Halesl HeOobinoe 3epKanbile. OH BriIsIgelIics B CBOe OTPaxkeHue B



HaACTYIIAOIMUX CYMEPKaX: KOxXKa, Oesasi, KakK MSITKHe CJIMBKHU, U OBa MaJIEHBKUX KPACHEIX IISATHHIIIKA,
ITOXO0ZKUX Ha KHY6HI/IKy Iaxe IIPpX €ero X0JIOOHOM BhIPDAZKEHUHU JIMId 3T OTMETHHEI IIPHUOABAJIA EMY
MHOM BHU, CJIOBHO B I'Jla3ax 3aCThlJIa BECEHHSIS Blara.

Cucrema kaja, YTO OH CKaxKeT, HO YCIIbIIaJIa JIUIIb B3O 0X.

HOansb LluH ¢ gfocapoy nogyMalt: gaxKe MporpaMmy OISl MAaCKMPOBKU pPaH IMPEfyCMOTPENH, BUOUMO,
3apaHee 3HaIU, HACKOJIBKO M3BpPAIeHo moaco3Hanue [llanb XaHbu.

OnHako OH HMKAK He MOT B3ATh B TOJNK, Kak [Ilanb XaHbIM MOT IPUHSATH Takoi o6pa3. Ero xapakTep
ObLJT HA PEJKOCTh CKBEPHHBIM, U B HEM He 0CTaJIOCh HUYETO OT TOT'0 3aCTEHYUBOr0 U POOKOT0 IapHs,
KOTOPOT'O OH 3HaJI B peanbHOCTH. He TO 4TO He moxoxke — Boo6Ie HuYero obuiero. Pa3se
HOpPMaJIbHBEIY YeJI0BeK MOXKET ObITh TaKuM 0e3yMIileM B I'TyOUHE OYIIH?

[Toka FOans [un pa3meinuian, CucTeMa BHE3AIHO [I03Bajla ero:
— Ta 6alyirka npumiia.
Oans luu nogHsan rina3a. CHapyXku yKe COBCeM CTeMHeJI0, ¥ U3 TEMHOTEL B KOMHATy Me[JIeHHO

Bolta baOymika mbsaBosa ¢ GboHapeM B pykKe. Ecnu OBl He oBa XapaKTepHHIX pora Ha T'0JI0Be, B Hel
Ob110 OB TPYAHO 3aII0003PUTh HEYeJI0BEUYEeCKOe CYIIECTRO.

Ona nopgHecna ¢hoHapb OuxKe, ¥ TYCKJIO-3KeJITHIN CBET yIlal Ha ero meku. ['TIgas Ha KpacaBlia B
CBETe JIaMITh, Ha ero YUCTHIN U SICHEIM B3T/IsA, Babyiika IbsBOIa B 0OUePENHON Pa3 IMOXBaiuia cebs
3a TO, YTO HAIlJIa TAKOr0 3aMeYaTesIbHOr0 YeI0BeKa.

KOaup LlvH nOomHSANICS U CIIPOCHII:

— Kypa mue upnTu?

— Wpu 3a MHOM, — oTBeTHsa babyiika gbsBoa.

...HpOFy'J'IHBH.II/ICB I10 3aMKYy, KOann LIyH IOHI, YTO IOM OJeMOHa BOBCE He TaKou VX BETXHUI.

Ap oTnuyancs CKaluCTHIMU TaHAapTaMy, I'Te 3aBbIBajId BETpa ¥ 'POMO3OUIIACEH KPaCHEIE,
n3pe3aHHbIe CKabl, @ OCTPEle KaMeHHbIe TUKU TIHYJIKUCH IPSIMO K Heby. [loM meMoHa Obi
TPAHOMO3HBEIM IBOPIIOM, BLICTPOEHHBEIM U3 KPAaCHOT'0 KaMHS U HEM3BECTHBIX (PMOJIETOBO-YE€PHBIX
KPHUCTAJIJIOB, HaIIOMUHABIIUM KUIUIIE MOTYUEro BelruKaHa. To IoMellleHre, Tae OH HaXOOUICs
paHblile, OBITIO UL KPOIIeYHOM MPUCTPOMKOM V 3agHETO BXO/A.

MuHOBAB [JIMHHBIE KOPHUOOPEI C OTKPEITEIMU OKHAMU B IIOTOJIKE, OH OBLIT IIpuBEIEH B TJIaBHHH 3ai. [1o
IIyTu KOann Huu YBHIEJI, KaK BREITTIAOUT HOYb B 3TOM MHUDE, Ky[d €TI0 IIPHUBEJIa Cucrema.



Cune-uepHOe He00 OBITIO YCHITAHO IPKUMH 3Be3[IaMH, a IITMPOoKas mojoca Maeynoro [1yTu, CIIOBHO
IIeJTKOBAs JIEHTa, Ilepecekasa He0oCBo, mponuBasi cepedpuctoe custaue. JIyH OBIIO OBE, U, YTO
YOUBUTEILHO, OHU HEe TEPSIJIUCh B CBETe 3Be3[. BocTouHas nyHa Oblyta 671€IHO-3KEITON U HaXOIUIIaCh
MaJeKo, a 3amafHas — HeXHO-(PHOIeTOBOH, C MEPIAIOUIIMH JICHTaMU 1 00JIaKOM 3BE3[HOH IIBIIIH
BOKpyT. OHa Orlna Tak 0113K0, OYATO M0 Hee MOXKHO OBIJIO IOTSAHYTHCS PYKOM C COCeHEN CKaJlbl.

KpacoTta 6eckpaiiHuX 3Be3[ ¥ OJIM3KUX JIYH 3aXBaThIBaJa OyX.

Korpga onu Bxomunu B ogHy U3 KOMHAT, nepep F0ans LluHoM nponeten cBeTas490K. OH paioCTHO
OTKCal KPyT BOKPYT HETO, CIIOBHO IPUBETCTBYS rocTs. JIuro Kaub LIluHa cMATYHITIOCH.

— Pa3Be Mup cka30K He mpekpaceH? — crpocuina CucrteMa CBOUM HEXHBIM I'OJIOCKOM.

FOans Llun kuBHY1. Temepsb OH MOHUMAJ, moyeMy CrcTeMa OTIIpaBUiIa ero CI0fla pacCKa3hIBaTh
CKa3KM. ITOT MUp OB TOX0K Ha 3aTEPSHHBIH paii, Iie Jylla CJIOBHO OYUINAiach OT BCETO
HaHocHOT0. OH C HeTepIeHUeM XKajl HaCTYIJIEHUS THS.

— ...O4eHb KpacuBHIM CKa304YHBIA MUDP, — TUXO cKalan Oaus LuH.

— [Toatomy... LiuniuH, Tebe HYKHO OLITH BHUMATEIbHEE K CBOEMY 00HEKTY, — HaMeKHy1a Cucrema.
— Mup cKa30K TakK IIpeKpaceH, IoueMy TBOM 00BEKT BhIOpas TaKOM yKacHBIM o0pa3 memMoHa?! OH xe
COBCeM He IIpeKpaceH!

IOBopen Kopost meMoHOB OB BO3BEeIeH CPeau OCTPHIX CKajl. Ha cBogax KOpUIOPOB, LEISIsICh 3a
KaMeHHBIe 0aJiKu, BUCENH ThICSTYH neTyuux Meimed. Korma FOaus Lun men cienoM 3a babymkoi
ObsIBOJIA, OH CIIBIIIAT UX IITOPOX.

— Yejsnosexk...?

— Jla, 4enoBexK.

HOansp LlyH ycnelan pa3roBop OBYX MBIIIEN.

— A 0OH IOBOJIBHO KPacuB, — IOXBaJIMJIa IepBasi Mhlb. — Kyma aTo 6abyns ero Bemet?

— MyxXuuHy-4yej0BeKa HyKHO Ha3bIBaTh «IIPEKPaCHBIM», MaJiel], — COJIUOHO 0TO3Bajach CTapiias
MBIIIb. — JTa AOpOora... OHa BefeT B cnanbHi0 Kopons geMoHoB! k!

OHa Tak HCIyrajaach, 4YTO €[Ba He CBa/lMIach ¢ OanKu, U, XJIONasi KPHIIbIMHU, IIPOIUIIATIa:

— OHn obpeueH!

— Ioyemy? — crpocuia MOJIOfAs MbIIIb.



— IloTomy 4T0o KOpOJIE EMOHOB €T0 CHECT!

— A-a-a! — o0e MBIIIY EePETITHYIUCEH ¥ C BU3TOM YIIETEIIH.

KOans LuH: ...

HonmxeH IIPU3HATH, HaCTpOfIKPI 9TOT'0 CKAa30YHOI'0 MHKDA... CKAa304YHEIE.

— Xa-xa-xa! — paccmesnace CucteMma. — LIMHIIMH yKe CIIpsTan 3amnax 4yejioBekal

KOanp LIuH: ... TH ToKe 04yeHb CKa304YHasl.

— [Mpumnu, — balyirka absiBojIa MOAHSIa (OoHaph, OCBelllasi MaCCUBHYIO YEPHYIO IBEPH C
BBITPABUPOBAHHBEIMU CTPAHHBIMYM CHMBOJIAMH.

OHa npoTsiHyna ropsmyio ceeuy FOaus Lluny, TOT B35 ee, u 6abyIiKa OTCTyNIMIa B TEMHOTY.

— Voauu Tebe, OUTS.

Ona mocMmotpena Ha npoduns FOans LluHa, 9ei X0JIOgHEIM, KPAaCHUBRIM U OJIIHEIN JIUK B IPOXKAIIEM
IJlaMeHU Ka3aJiCsl TaKUM MUJIBIM, U OBICTPO yalniacs.

KOans LuH cTosan rnepen Ol"pOMHOIZ TSIXKeJIon OBEPBIO B MIOJTHOHM THUINMHE. B TEMHOTE Ka3aIoCh, YTO
TOJIBKO OT'OHEK B €TI0 PYKe OBILT JKWBBIM.

— Dyx...

OH riy60KO0 B3[OXHYJI, TOMHSI PYKY ¥ COTHYTHIM YKa3aTebHBIM IaJIbIleM OCTOPOXKHO ITOCTYYall 110
IBEPH.

— Tyx, TyK, TyK.

B Tumune KOpugopa 3BYK yoapPOB IIOKA3aJICA OTJIYyIIHUTEJIbHBIM.

— Boiigu, — yepe3 Be CEKYH[IH JOHECCS I'0JI0C IeMOHA, XOJIOMHBIN U Pa3gpakeHHbIH TeM, YTO ero
TIOTPEBOXKUJIH.

— Iyx...

Paspancs 6ecriopsimo4YHbI IyM KpEIbeB, ¥ FOanb LluH, 00€pHYBILINCH, YBULEI, KaK JIETYYNe MBIIIN
Ha OajKax B TaHUKEe pa3/ieTaloTCs.



— Koposb IeMOHOB ellle He CIIUT!

— A-a-a, KaK CcTpalHo!

HOanp 1Iun momenmus, oOEPHYIICS U TOIKHYT IBEPE.

— Dyx...

[TophIB BeTpa 3aAy IJIaMs B €T0 PYKe.

— Tloracu cBeT! — mpoOpHIYA TEeMOH.

B KomHaTe OblI0 OUeHb TEMHO, I'1a3a FOanb LluHa ellle He yCIeau MPUBLIKHYTL K CYMPaKy, U OH
HUYero He Bupes. Ho OH crbilIas, OTKyAa UCXOOUT royoc. HalrymnaB B TeMHOTE KaKyI0-TO IIOJCTaBKY,
OH ITOCTaBUJI Ha Hee (DOHApb.

— 4 npumen nomoys Tebe 3acHyTh, — ckasan K0aub LIuH, ero rojgoc 3Bydas MITrko 1 BKpaguuBo. OH
HaNpaBUJICA K UCTOYHUKY 3ByKa. — ['OCIIOOVH OEeMOH.

B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, MHE HY2KHO HaWTH OTBET, a 3a0[THO BEIPBATH Y TeOs TPHU BOJIOCKa.

Ho, npu6nuxKasich, OH TOYYBCTBOBAJI 3allax KPOBU. B 1oje 3peHust CTaau IPOCTyIaTh OYepPTaHUS
npegMeToB, ¥ KOaub LluH 3aMeTH1, 4TO B 3TOM OTPOMHOM CIlajibHE YTO-TO CKPHITO 3@ TKAHBIO.

BHe3allHO Ha KPOBATH Iepef HUM OeMOH OTKPHII I'Ta3a. Ero spKo-ajble pagyKKu BCIBIXHYIH B
TEMHOTE, CJIOBHO MCTOYHMK 3amaxa KpoBu. He ycnen FOaub LluH cpearnpoBaTh, KaK IeMOH HaGPOCHTT
€My Ha TOJIOBY TsIKeJloe YepHOe IIOKPHIBAJIO.

— OTO THI? — B €r0 I'0JI0Ce CIBIIIANCS CTpaHHBIﬂ X0JI0f. — ITO OHa Tebs IIpuciaa.

ToT camblli pa300MHUK, KOTOPOTO OH BuAen nHeM. OH myMmar, 4yTo babyiika gbsBojia ero OTIyCcTuia, a
0Ka3aJioCh, UTO €ro MPUBEIIH CIOMA... YTOOH 00JIETYUTH €T0 HalpskKeHue.

IemoH yeM-To noxcek K0auns LluHa mop KOJIeHu, U TOT, OIIeJIOMJIeHHBIN, Ky0apeM IMojeTen Ha
MATKYI0 KpoBaTh. FOaub LluH Ol B 3aMelIaTenbcTBe. Pa3 yx ero mpucinana babyika gbsBona,
noyeMy OH BefieT ce0s Tak rpy0o?! Ecnu ToNbKO... OH He IOIasl B IOBYUIKY 3TUX [IBOUX.

3amax KPOBH IIPOCOYHUIJICA CKBO3b IIOKPEIBAJIO, OKYTdB KOans HuHa. OH DOMBITANCS HOTHATHCS, HO
OJEMOH IIpHU2KaJl ero K KPpOBaTH, CXBAaTUB 3ad TaJIUIO. Ero BEPXHAA 4aCTh TeJla Onlna 3aKyTaHa B
IIIeJIKOBO€E IIOKPEIBAJIO, a I'OJIbIE HOT'H 6ecnopﬂnquo Jeprajucb B TEMHOTE.



[leMoOH, puKUMas OOHOY PYKOU €ro Tajldio, OPYTroX HaIlynasl ero JOOBIKKY U CXKall.

— Cmacubo.

OH yCMeXHYJICS, U B €T0 Ila3ax BCIBIXHYT a3apT YOUMRIIHL.

3Be3MHBIN CBET CHAPYKH OBLI IIJIOTHO IIEPEKPHIT TSAXKEJIOM TKaHbI0, M BHYTPHU Llapuiia Imyraioas
aTMocdepa. [leMOH BHITTISIOEN COBCEM MHa4e, 4eM OHEM: Ha T'0JIOBE BUIKChH OTPOMHEIE
CIIMpaneBUOHbIE POTa, 3a CIIMHOM pPaCHpPaBUIUCh YETHIPe KOXKUCTHIX KPhI/a, a BAOJIb I03BOHOYHUKA
TSIHYJIUCBH OCTPHIE IIUIIH, ITePEeXOAsIIe B MOIITHLIN YeIlyidaThii XBOCT, KOTOPBIM SPOCTHO METAJICS B
TEeMHOU KOMHarTe.

3amax KpoBH, KOTOpHIM 104yBcTBOBaI OaHb LluH, HCXOOUIT OT OCTAHKOB IO KPOBAThHIO.

IemoH mpuxar ero kK cebe, 1 FOanb LIuH 0Ka3asiCcs HAOJIOBUHY YKPHIT IIeJIKOM. YT0-TO C
XapaKTepPHLIM TPEHHUEM CKOJIb3UJIO IT0 TKAaHU KPOBAaTHU: ropsyasi, JKecTKas KoxKa Kacaiach IeKu
FOanp [uHa — 3TO0 OBIJT KOHUYMK XBOCTA IEMOHA C OCTPHIM IIUIIOM Ha KOHIle. UIMeHHO OH TOJILKO YTO
TI0Tacuj OTOHb B CBEUE.

KOans LluH CIBIIan CBUCT BeTPa B BO34yXe, HO IMOAyMaJl, YTO 3TO JINIIb 3BYK, HpOXOI[ﬂH.IHfI qepes
BEHTUIIAITMOHHEIE OTBEPCTHUA 3aMKa, Belb CHAPYXKHN GYH.IGBB.TI& IIec4yaHas 6ypﬂ

T[Tocne TOTO KaK IEMOH C3Kall ero JoabikKy, FOaub LluH Gosblie He COMPOTHBISICS. Ero rpynb
TS2KEJI0 B3ORIMAJIaCh OT YaCTOTO OEIXaHHUsI, OH O0SIJICS CHenaTh JUIIHee OBUXKEHHe, OacasiCh, YTO
IeMOHY HpaBUTCS HaOm0maTh 3a 60ppO0H HOOBIYH.

IleMOH 3amep.

Ho 3aTeM ero meku KOCHYJIOCh YTO-TO ropsidyee. FOaHb LIUH He MOT MOHSATH, UTO 3TO, OH Me[JIEHHO
IBIIIAJ ¥ HE PeIaics CIPoCUTh. Hy>KHO MOM0KOATk... II0Ka He CTAaHET SICHO, YTO IEMOH He
cobupaeTcs ero CheaaTs.

— UununwuH, Huanusl, [Tuanua! — 3appoxana Cuctema. — Y Te0s1 Ha JIHUIE YTO-TO €CTh!

KOanp LluH mouTtu 3a6k11 0 Cucreme.

— YTt0 5T0?

— ...XBocT, — CucremMa IIOKPaCHeJIa OO0 KOpHefI BOJIOC X 3aMKaSACh ITIPOU3HECIId OTBET.

I'maza FOanp llyHa MKUPOKO paclaxHyNIUCh, €r0 IpeKpacHble «(heHUKCOBLI» 04U OKPYIJIUINCE, KaK Y
OJIeHeHKa. Yepe3 TKaHb OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO XBOCT... 0U€Hb MOILIHLIN U TOJCTHIM. TakK0M, KOTOPHII



MOZXKET OOHUM yIapOM Pa3MO32KUTh I'OJIOBY.

— He Goiicsi... 3TO TPOCTO XBOCT-IJIeH... — CHuCTeMa IIPOooIKaja 3alMHAThCSI. — JTO He O0JIBHO,
IpaBfa, B HallleM Mupe CKa30K IIeHIT KOMQOPT...

Kans lux: ...?

[lemno He B yooBONbCTBUU! ITO Bompoc xXu3Hu! 2Kuzuu!!

— Hy, napens xe, Huuero crpamHoro. [IlaHs XaHbIy TaKOW 3aTeWHUK... — CHCTeMa MbITanach
y0enuTs camy ce0sl.

KOausp LluH: — Bama Cucrema elre He IIPOXOOHuJIa «3a4YUCTKY» OT ITOIIJIOTO KOHTeHTa?

Cucrema: — A 4TO 3T0?

— 910 Mepa, KOTOPpad gajla Onl TeOe OHSATD, YTO ceryac He BpeMs OJisd IIOIIJIOCTEH.

IIeMOH, cXKaB JIOMBIXKKY, ellle He YCIIeJI COBEPIIUTh HUUEero KpoBaBOTO, KaK BAPYT MOYYBCTBOBAJ
HesnapHoe. Ero cepfilie POTHYIO OT IPUKOCHOBEHUS K IIPOXJIaIHON KOXKe IIOf] JIafI0HbIO.

JlogplzKKa, KOTOPYIO MOKHO 0OXBAaTHUTh OMHOM PYKOH...

Ero nagoHb HEBOJIbHO Oclabuiia XBATKy U Hadalia MeJJIeHHO IIOTIaXkUBaTh — TOHKAs, HeXHas, a
IHEeM KasaJach ere Oesee. ITasbIlel MOIO3/H BBePX 10 roneHu Kaub [IMHA, ¥ KOrma OHY MOYTH
KOCHY/IHCH KojneHa, FOaub LIuH ucyraHHoO IepHYJICS.

IleMOH CTTIOTHYJI, IPUIIYPUB ajible Tna3a. [Ioxoxe, OH HUHTYUTUBHO MOHSJ, YTO K 4YeMy, U TpyObie
MOAyIIeYKH IajIblleB HaflaBU/IM Ha MATKYIO KOXKY BHIIIEe KOJIEHa.

— Iloctou! — Kanp LIuH B3APOTHYJ, MOATSAHY HOTH K TPYAH, €r0 TOJI0C ApoxKail. — Thl X04elllb
CIIaTh?

IemoH 3amep. Ero Mo3r ObLI 3aHAT JIUINb OGHUM: KoKa IOanb [nHa Takas rafkKasi, Takas MsArKas.
OH maxe 6€CCO3HATENbHO YKPHIT UX 060UX KPHITbSIMU, KOTOPhIe 6€3B0IbHO MOBUCH. OH C
TMI0GOMEITCTBOM CMOTPEJT Ha YeJioBeKa, Yhe JIMI0 OBIJI0 CKPRITO TKAHBIO, ¥ B €T0 IPKUX XOJIOTHBIX
3paykax IPOMEIbKHYII0 HEOYMEHHE.

Xouet nu oH caTh? Her, oH Bo30yxeH eme cunbHee. Ho... rasaas, kak KOans LIMH B3gpOrHyI OT €ro
IIPHKOCHOBEHHSI, YTOJIKK Ir'y0 IeMOHa HEKOHTPOJIMUPYEMO IIOMOJI3JIM BBEPX, a aJlbli CBET B raa3ax CTajl
ele sipye.



— Xouy cnaTk. TH crioenrs MHe KOJTBIOeTbHYI0?

HOanp 1IvH MOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO XBaTKa AeMoHa ocjabna. OH MOOHSI PYKY, OTOOBUHYJI €T0 JIafloHb
yepe3 TKaHb, MEeMIJIEHHO MTOMHSIJICS U COPOCHI ITOKPHIBAJIO.

OH cupgen Ha KPOBATH, U B TEMHOTE BHUEJI TOJIBKO [IBA I''la3d AE€MOHA, KOTOPbEIE CMOTPEJIX IIPSAMO Ha
HETro — IIyralouie ajlbIe. XBOCT XKe KyOa-TO uCYes.

KOanb Huu TIomIapPUII B IIOMCKAX ITOOYIIKK — OHA OOJI2KHaA Oblyla OBITH TaM, HO BMECTO IMMOOYILIKX NeMOH
CXBATHIJI €T0 3a 3alldCThe U IIOTAHYII Ha ce0bs, OIIPOKKMHYB Ha MATKO€ OAesdAJIO PAOOM C co0oii.

— 4 xouy cnaTs... — [IeMOH HaKJIOHUJICH, JIeT PALOM C HUM, IIOBEPHYJI T'OJIOBY U IIOCMOTpet Ha I0aHb
luna. Ero rinasa ObUIM MOJTYIPUKPHITH, FOJIOC — XPUIUIEIM B TUXUM. — ¢ He MOTY 3aCHYTb.

B arot mur l0anb Llun cnoBHO yBUunen TeHs lllanb XaHbIM — TOT0 CaMOI'0 XKU3HEPaJOCTHOTO apHs
13 peanbHOCTU. MiHOTa OH IPUXOOWI K HEMY C 00MKEHHBEIM BUIOM, Kak OO0JIBIION OCITYLIIHEIH TIEC,
TPeOYIOIINH TacKu.

Bot umenHo...

9To U ecTh uctuHHOe nuIio IIlany XaHbiIn.

FOanp LluH crmerka npunomHsia 6poBs. OH ceJ, MOXJIONa AeMOHa II0 IJiedy, ¥ €T0 ToJI0C IIP03ByYalt C
HEXKHOCTBIO, KAKOH IEMOH ellle He CIIbIIIAT:
— Xoporuo, s ynoxy tebs.

Ero marnsIfbl, 4€TKO O4YEepYEHHBIE U KPACHUBEI€, Ha4aJIXd IIOTJIa2KUBaTh JE€MOHA — OT IIJIeYa OO0 IIIEK. On
dKKypaTHO y6paJI BOJIOCHI ¥ KOCHYJICA POTOB. Iemon TYIIO CMOTPE€II Ha HETO.

— IIpusaTHO? — HaAKJIOHUBIIUCH, IpomenTan FOans LIuH.

Ero mpoxafiHbie TIOAYIIEYKY MaJbIEB, CJIOBHO 06agast Maruey, TIaguil pora, CTUpas BCIO
BHYTPEHHIOIO TPEBOT'Y IeMoHa. [leMOH HeBOIbHO Momacs Buepe. ['opsiune, criupaieBUoHbIE, TEMHO-
(buoneToBrE pora KOCHYMHUCH KoneHa FOaub [uHa u Havanmu MenjieHHo TepeThest. FOaub LiuH
IPUIMYPHUIICS, 3aKyCHII TYOy ¥ CXKajl HOTH.

A ero MsArkKui rosoc, HpOHI/ITaHHBIfI TeéM CaMBbIM CJIaAKHWM apOMaTOM, KOTOpLIﬁ OJHEM Kyaoa-TO UCYe3,
IIPOHHUKAJI JEMOHY B YIIIN X HOC.

Kak BKyCHO, KaK ke BKyCHO IIaxHerT...



IIemon IIOTEPCs 0 KOJIEHO KOans luHa, a TOT, IS5 Ha HETO C HEXKHOCTEIO, IIPOTAHYII PYKH, IIOMOT
€My YCTPOUTLCA noyno6Hee 1 ITIOJIOZKHUII €r0 I'OJIOBY K cebe Ha KOJIeHH.

IIeMoOH nexkas Ha MATKHX Oegpax KpacaBlla, YyBCTBYS, KaK I'yCTOM CJIafKUM apoMaT UCXOOUT OT
Kaxpmoro mrooiMa kKoxu K0ans [una. Haxomsick Tak OMM3K0, OH HAKOHEI ITOHSJI, YTO 3TOT apoMaT
HCXOOUT OT CaMOT'0 YeJI0BEeKa, KOTOPRIHM ero y0aloKUBaeT.

[Taneiel FOaus LuHa C MIPUATHBIM XOJIOODKOM KOCHYJIUCE €TI0 BEK U MATKO COMKHYIIHN HX.

— CnokouHou HouM, — npoutentan IOaus LuH.

IeMoH 3akpbul ria3a. F0aub Llun ynasiOHYyICS.

— Hunnus! T Takoi monopelr! — 3ameOeTtana Cuctema. — 4 mymana, oH Hac yobeT!!

— Huuero oco0eHHOT0, — MSTKO OTBETHJI OH.

Cucrtema: Kak TOIbKO IEMOH CTaJl MOCAYIIHEIM, LIMHIIMH CTal TAaKUM HeXKHHIM... O002Ka0 HeXKHOTO
Hunanuaal!!

IleMOH YCHYII, ¥ ero XBOCT eCTECTBEHHEIM 00pa3oM Hatien cebe MmecTo. OH 00BUIICS BOKPYT TalUU
HOanb 1IuHa, cHoenan oBa BUTKA ¥ Jier Ha Oedpo, IJI0THO IPUKABIIKCE K HeMy. ['opsiyast KoxKa XBOCTa
corpeBaya Hory K0aus IluHa.

CHauama FOaub LIuH He 0XKuAal, 4TO XBOCT YIIAXKEeTCAd UMEHHO TakK, U B3OPOTHYII OT HEOKUIOAHHOCTH.
On IIOKPaCHEI U X0TeJl OBITIO €T0 CGpOCI/ITb, daXKe IMOTAHYIICA, YTOOHI OLOEHHUTH TOJIIIUHY 3TOT0 XBOCTA
— TOT IIOCJIYIIHO JI€ZKAJI B €r0 PyKe, IIO3BOJIAA OeJIaTh C co0oit 4TO YTOogHO.

B utore KOans LIuH MOM4a 0TKA3aacsa OT MBICIIH €0 IIPOTHATh.

— Kaxkoi e oH ToncTwin!!

KaxeTcs, Ha HEM ellle U MIKIIH eCTh, TaK YTO IJIaJUTh €r0 MOXKHO TOJIBKO B OIHY CTOPOHY.

XBocT Kpemye 06Buit Tanuio FOaus [{uHa, yCTPOUBIIKCH MOyHo0Hee.

IOans LluH nocTeneHHO IIPUBLIK K TEMHOTE B KOMHaATE. CBeT manekux 3Be3[ HpO6I/IBaHCH CKBO3b
IIIeJIKOBBI€ 3aHaBECKHU, MATKO JIO2KACh Ha KPOBAThE U IIOJI. 3amax KPOBHU ITOCTEIIEHHO pacCesiCd,
YYBCTBa KOans lluza IIPUTYIIUIINCH, ¥ OH IIPUTOTOBUJICA BBEIPBATH Y J€EMOHA TPH BOJIOCKA.
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