[Tepen Croit TaeM cTosiIa MajieHbKas eBOYKa. E€ BOIOCH, M0oJ0OHEIE YePHOMY LIEJKY, HUCIIamaIn
Ha MmIe4y, 6poBU OBUIM TOHKUMH, CJIOBHO JIYHHBIN CepII, a B Oe/IbIX OlesTHUSX OHA Ka3asach
comenmuM ¢ Hebec OoxkecTBoM. OIHAKO B IJIa3aX €€ 3aCThlyIa TaKas MIPOH3UTEIbHAS Iedaslb, YTO
cepale CXKUMAJIOCh oT 007y, E€ manblbl ObIIM TOHKUMHE U HEXKHBIMM, KaK MOJIOJbIE TT00eru
TPOCTHHUKA, KOKa — Oejiee TOIJIEHOTO Cana, Iest momobHa THYUHKE IPEeBOTOYIA, a 3yOsl POBHHIE U
Oernble, KakK 3epHa ObIHU. KpacuBas TON0BKa, U3SUIHEE OPOBY, MUIIAs YIBIOKA U CUSIIOIIAN B3SO —
cnoBa u3 [Iu-13WH MOOXOOUIIH e€# KaK HeJb3sl JTydIlle.

— Trl KTO Takas? — ynepeB pyku B 00ka, cripocun Cioi Taii.

TpunapuatunetHuit Croi Tait Obin elre cymuM pebeHKOM, HO yKe 007afan SpKoi BHEIITHOCThIO:
KOITHA pacTpenaHHbIX BOJIOC, 3Be3OHEIN 6JIeCK B I'/la3axX U TOPAbIA 13rub OpoBel BLI3bIBAIN
HEBOJIbHYI0 cuMInaTuio. Ero Koxa Orlia I71afiko, KaK y OYUIIEeHHOro Aiilla, 00JIbIKe r1a3a To U JeJl0
BCIIBIXMBAJIX, CJIOBHO XKUBLIE, & MaJleHbKYe able I'yObl Ha GoHe OJ1eHOTO JIKila Ka3aJiuch elle spue.
Ha mexkax mpu ynbiOKe IPOCTYIIaNy SMOYKH.

[Tpu Bume Takou meBouku Croit Talt pacTtepsiics, ¥ ero 6y1eHbIE IIeK MTHOBEHHO 3a/IU/I PYMSHEL.

— 9T0 5 gonxkHa TebOs cupamuBaTh! 4 Mo foOpoTe AylIeBHON X0Tela C TO00U MOAPYKUTHCS, & TH B
OTBET BLENWICS MHE B PyKy? JTO ¥ TeOs TaKo¥ MOJapoK Ha IepPBYIO BCTpeUy?

IeBouKa xkayiobHO ITOCMOTpeIa Ha CJiefl OT YKyca Ha CBOel JIaloHu U MPOTsAHYyIa pyKy K Ciou Taro.

— CMoTpu! — OHa MOHIOXaja CBOI0 HEXHYI0, Oe/Iyi0 KOXKY U CKOpPYMiIa TpuMacy. — IIpsMo Kak B
TIOTOBOPKE: He OIIeHWJ Ho6POro 4enoBeka, Kak cobaka, 4To Habpocunach Ha JTioi [[yHOuHs!

Croii Taii modecars 3aTHUIOK ¥ BUHOBATO YIIBIOHYIICS:

— IIpocTH, s Bemb TOTA... — OH MIPUHSIICS 0OBSICHSTHCS, KOpYa TaKKMe POXKY, YTO CaM CTaJl TOX0XK Ha
ckas3uTend u3 Oajaraxa.

IIeBOUYKa JIUIIE TPE3PUTEIBHO (DHIPKHYIIA:

— JlyMaelus, 51 I0BEPIO?

Hy}KHO CKa3adTh, YTO B KCKYCCTBE II€EPEMEHBI HACTPOEHUA C 9TOU JEeBOYKOM HE MOT CPAaBHUTHCA HUKTO
B MuUpe. TonbpKO 4TO OHa CMOTpeEJIa Ha Crou Tast X0mogHo U OTCTPAHEHHO, HO, 3aMETHUB €T0
pacCKadgHue, TYT 2K€ CMEHMJIa THEB Ha MUJIOCTE. OHa CI0BHO BIIEPBEIE €T0 YBHEJIa U MIPOTAHYJIA PYKY:

— 1I3gu MoaHIu, gBoopoaHas cecTpa CHHBKI.

— A g Croui Tan. [Toctoii, Ta CHHBK3, 0 KOTOPOU THl TOBOPUIIL, 3TO He... — Cior Taill ¢ y2KacoMm



IIOCMOTPEJI Ha JIUIIO, I/I306pa}KeHHOG Ha IIOMHUHAJIBHOM IIOPTPETE.

— [ToueMy THI TaK CMOTPHIIb Ha MO0 cecTpy? — L[3gH MaHuu siBHO paccepauiack. OTKyma ObIIo
3HaTh HEONBITHOMY MaJlb4YuIIKe, YTO TBOPUTCS B IeBUUbeld gymie? OH He MOHSJ, YeM CHOBa ee
obuper, maXke KOrfia OHa paclijlakanach. — Thl IOHATUS He UMeelb, KaK 00JIbHO TepSITh ONMU3KUX!

— Jii, MaHIY, §... 1 He HApoyHO, — PoOKo mpobopmoTas Crou Tai. — 4 Begb HUKOTa He TepPsiI
O/TM3KUX, TO3TOMY U He IIOHKMalo TBoel 6ou. Mou menyika u 6a0yiiika yMepiu elle 10 MOero
POKIEHUsI, 51 Jake He YCIIell IT0 HUM ITOTOPeBaTh.

— Teot! Tt GeccepmeyHslit!

— 4 npaBpa He xoTen! — Croi Tail 3aMeTancs, He 3Has, KakK yTEIIUTh IIadyIyo AeBo4Ky. OH
OecmoMoITHO CMOTpe1, Kak MaHIu yberaeT, NpsiuyeTcs 3a CIUHBI POAUTENe U TUX0 phifaeT. OH
JIMLIB Yecasl 3aThUIOK: — f? B yeM 51 BUHOBAT?

CHapyXk¥ rPOXOTasd IeTapibl, 3ByKKM KOTOPEIX HATIOMUHAIM KPUKH TPEIIHHIX VI, He CyMEBIIHX
BRIPBAThCS U3 JIAM afa. [JOCTUTHYB IIpefieia, OHU CPRIBAIMCh HA UCTOIIHAIN BOIIIb U C TPOXOTOM
TIafla/id Ha XOJIOOHEIHM OeToH. TpaypHas My3hKa JTUIach 0ECKOHEYHOH BOTHOM.

IIBoe meTel HaIIIW CBOMX ONMM3KUX U, 3aTKHYB YIIIU, CIPSATAIUCh 32 UX CIUHaMu. ['pol, Tyro
IIePeTSHYTHIM BepeBKaMu, TOAHSAIN BEICOKO BBepX. Croil Tail, mpogoiKas 3aKuMaTh yIId, HEBOJIbHO
00€epHYJICS U YBUAEN IOTJHAMaEMYIO KPHIIIKY.

Ero riasa pacudpuInch OT yxKaca, OH IOBAIMIICS Ha 3eMJII0. BHyTpu rpoba /1exaso Teno, HO OHO
Ob110... OHO mBHUTANOCH! Ha meBouke OblNla HageTa KOXa, CJIOBHO OfleXk/a, W, Cy[s II0 BCEMY, el OBII0
B HEW yzKacHO HeymoOHO. Ha nmulle MOKOWHUIIE UTPajia 371as YiIs0Ka, B KOTOPOM He 0CTAI0Ch HUYETO
oT Gbitoit HeBUHHOCTH. OHa He OBIa MOX0Ka Ha Ty IOHYIO JEBYIIKY, Ybe YUCTOE JIUI0 OH BUAET
paHee. OHa M3BHUBAJIACh, PA3phIBas U CT'PHI3ast 9TY 000JI0YKY, K KOTOPOH ellle MPUIUIAINA KYCKH
IJI0TH. Mep3Kye MMUYWHKY BIUBAIUCH B MSICO, HE XKeJlas OTIyCKaTh JoOsuy. 2KupHOe Tejno
IIPOMOJIKAJIO MOolepruBaThcsi. Kasamock, meBOUYKa CMaKyeT CBOIO KOXKY: CHadajla TepsIach €1 0 JIUIIO,
a moToM, 00HaXKUB OKPOBABJIEHHEIE YOI, IIPUHSIACH KATHO €€ TOXKUPATh.

— K yemy 3Tta o6omouka! Bel Bce KuBeTe, CKPBIBAsICh IO MacKaMu Kox¥u! Bce XKUBHIE B 3TOM MUpe
— JIMIIb 3JIble MYXU O[T JIOACKUM 00nuubeM! — CUHBKS yKa3asa nanblieM Ha Cioit Tast. — U THI
Ttoxe! [lapa3uT, KUBYIIUY B YyKOU IIKype! 3Beph, TOTOBLIM Ha BCE paau BeIroAb!! ¢ 3acTaBiiio Bac
3amnsaTuTs! Bel Bce COOXHETE B My4YeHUAX!

Croii Taii oreneHesn OT CTpaxa, K TOMY ke OH 00513aH ObII COXPAHSATh MY2KCKOEe JOCTOMHCTBO IIepe[
L3su MoaHIu.

Bcro mopory oH He OTXOAUT OT MaTepy, Ipsdach 3a ee cnuHOU. Eciu Ovl 3meck Obi oTent, Croii TaHb,
oH OBl HU 3a UTO He IT0Ka3aj cBoei cnaboctu. B rna3ax chiHa oTel] OBUT BETMKUM YeJI0BEKOM, XOTS
Crou Taii u He MOHMMAJI IO KOHIIQ, I0UEMY BCe BOKPYT CUMTAIOT €T0 CTOJIb BHIAAIOIIENCcsa GUrypou, u



JINIIb KPpaeM yXa CJIBIIIAII O [MlecTtu BpaTax.

B atot momeHT 1134 MaHIIM CHOBa NOJKpasach C3aau U XJIOMHYJa ero 1o njaeyvy. Crou Tau
B3BU3THYJI, KaK IeBYOHKA, U IIPOX0XKHUeE TYT XK€ YCTaBUJIUChH Ha HETO.

— Tol yero, Tpycumka? — M3HIU pacxoxoTanach.

— 4... nd, s He cobuparck ¢ TOOOM CBSA3BIBATLCS, S IPOCTO UTrpast B IpsaTKu, — Cro¥ Tal mombeITancs
1300pa3uTh HEBO3MYTHMOCT.

— C keM? 4 Toxke xouy! — M3HIIK 3aropejach JII0OOMBITCTBOM M Hayasa OTJISIABIBAThCS.

— Tcc, g urparw c npu3pakoM. He Me1ayi, 0H 3a TBoed cuuHOu npsdetcs! — Croii Taii coemnan
Cepbe3HOe JIULO0 U IPUCTANIbHO TOCMOTpeNT Ha MoHIu.

Ta 3aHepBHHUYATIA, ee XKUBLIE I'7la3a 3a0eranu, Kak y BOPUIIKY, OHA UCIIyTaHHO 00EpHYIacCh.

— A! — Crou Tali BEICKOUMII K3-3a €e CIIMHBI, 3aCTaB BpPacIioxX. — MaHLH, T nonanacs! Temeps
3Haelllb, KAKOU s JIOBKUM?

IeTu, nepebpaHuBasiCh, MOJHSJIUCH II0 CTyIleHbKaM B MaiuHy. Cioii Tail 06epHYyJICs, ero cepple Bce
etre OemeHo KonoTun0ock. OH 3HasI, 4YTO HUKTO eMy He TIOBEPUT, U 1I00bie 00bsICHEHUS OyAyT IyCTOU
TpaToi BpeMeHu. OH TUXO0 B3[OXHYIL.

OTa uctopus Obljla TUIIL HadyajaoM, Oyps TOJIBKO pa3ropasach.

Crou Tay cumen B MallliHe, CUNTAs MelIbKalollye 3a OKHOM KYCTBI, KOTOPBIE Ka3aJINCh TAKUMH
JaJIeKUMHU, HO CTOMJIO ITPOTAHYTE PYKY — W OHHU YK€ PAIOM.

— Crott Taii...

— KT0 3mecs! — rosoc mpeciaenoBat ero, KTo-To IIOCTOSIHHO 3BaJl €r0 110 HUMEHH.

— Crott Taii...

9T0 OB TPOH3UTEIBHBIN XKEHCKUY roioc. 2KyTKre BCXITUITBIBAHUS JOHOCUIIUCH OTOBCIONY, HO
MCTOYHUKA 3ByKa He Oblno BugHO. Cio#t Tai MOYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK II0 IeKe MOTEKJIO YTO-TO JIUIIKOE U
KpacHoe. ETo cepfilie packauyKWBanoCh, KAk MasiTHUK.

OH Me[nIeHHO IOOHSII B3TJIAMN K IMOTOJIKY MallTMHEI ¥ YBUEJI CUJIY3T TPYIIA. BerHHH YacCThb TeJla
CBHCaJla BHU3, a HOTH OBILTTH HEeCTECTBEHHO BBEIBEPHYTHI Y ITIPUJIUIIIIN K O6I/IBK6, CJIerKa IIOKa4YHuBasaCh



oT BuOpauuu aBTOMOOuU . M3 MyCTHIX TTa3HUI] COYMIACh KPOBb, OCTABIISIS Ha €T0 KOXKe KPOBaBhIE
IIOPOKKY, KOTOPHIE, Ka3aJloCh, pa3befaay caMy IJI0Th. [Ipu3pakK KOKETIUBO U XUTPO YIbIOHYICS Cloi
Tar 1 yKa3as IajablieM Ha TO MeCTo, rae cupena L3sa Maumu.

Bomnoctr Cioit Tast BcTanu oei00M, 100 ITOKPHIICS XOJIOTHEIM ITIOTOM, B I'JIa3aX MoTeMHeno. HeBemoMbIi
CTpax CKOBal ero, JbixaHue IepexXBaTUo.

— Tel... TOYEeMy THI IIpecyiefyels MeHs!

[Tpuspak nuib yiasbancs B OTBET.

— Yro? KTo Tebs mpecienyeT? — rocroxa ¥ ¢ HefloyMeHHeM II0CMOTpesia Ha ChIHa.

Croi Tali, BXKaB IrOJIOBY B IIJIeUM, APOXKAIIKAM ITaablleM yKa3all Ha MOTOJIOK:

— Omna! Ona Bce BpeMs 3a HaMu XOOUT!

Bce mocMoTpenu Tyaa, KyAa yKa3belBasl MalbYuK, HO TIOTOJIOK ObUT yKcT. OgHAKO rocrnoxa Y
3aMeTusia He4TO CTPaHHOe: Ha TOM MeCTe OCTaJlach efiBa 3aMeTHas BlaxHas oTMeTuHa. OHa
HAaXMYPHUJIACh U, IPUMEHUB KAKOMN-TO CKPHITHIM IIPHUEM, 3aCTaBuIa IIPpHU3paKa OTCTYIIUTE.

— Hert 3pech HUKaKUX IIpu3pakos, Tau-ap. [TocMoTpu ete pas?

Croit Tait poO6KO IOIHSII TOJIOBY — IIPU3pPaK UCYes.

— Mawma! 4 npaspga Bugen! OHa Bce BpeMs UAET 3a MOXOPOHHOU Mpoueccuelt! OHa TOIBKO YTO
Ha3Bajla Moe uMsa! U yka3wiBana Ha MaHIu!

35 MsH1IM B3OPOTrHYyJIa, IIPpH2KaJlaChk K OTOY ¥ TPOMKO BOCKIIUKHYIIA:

— Tw1 Bpems!

— Her, npaBaa! — Croi Tail IbITanCsS OTCTOATH CBOIO IPABOTY, ONKUCHIBas BCE B KpacKax.

Cepare MauIm 3a0uI0Cch, Kak IOMMaHHBIN KPOJIUK, TUI0 To0IeqHe 0. B ee rita3ax unTancs He
CTOJIBKO CTpax Iepeq MPU3paKoM, CKOJIbKO MCIIYT YeJI0BEeKa, COBEPIIUBIIET0 YTO-TO AyPHOE.

l'ocmoxa ¥ IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO 3[1€Ch KPOETCA KaKasi-TO TallHa, 4 CTPOTro CIIpOCHJIa MoaH1u:

— MboaHIM, MoYyeMy Ipu3pak yKa3hBaJl UMEHHO Ha Te0s?



OTe1] meBOYKHM, 3aIIuIas ee, KpPEIKOo OOHSIT OYb U C IIpe3peHneM IMOCMOTPEII Ha Croii Tas u ero
MaThb:

— I, rocmoxka Y, 9T0 OEeTCKHME UTPHI, 3a4Y€M BBl B HUX BMEIITNBAETECH?

— T'ociopguH LI3gH, MHe KaXeTCs, 9TO He IIPOCTO UTPHL... BO3MOXHO, 3TO KaK-TO CBI3aHO CO CMEPThIO
CHUHBKD?

Ycnmiinas umsa ]_ISHH CHHBK?, oTen; MaHIM 3dHEePBHUYAJI, 3aJOXHYJICS OT BO3MYIIIEHNA X BBIIIAJIAII:

— Bri! T'ocrioxka V! ITpu meTsix Takoe ropoputhk! CoBeTyio He OpocaThCs 6eCrIoUBEHHBIMU
00BHHEHUSMU, MHAUe HaKIu4deTe Ha ceOs Oeny!

— l'ocogus 113sH, cMepTh CUHBKS OBINIA CIMIIKOM BHe3amHou. Mo chiH Croit Tall ¢ poXmeHus
obnagaeT MyXOBHBIM 3PEHUEM, BUOETh OYXOB IJIST HETO OOBIYHOE [eJ10. MBI BCe IPUHAMIEKUM K
[lecTtu BpaTaMm, K 4eMy 3TH YJIOBKU? YTO Ha caMOM fieJie IIPOU30IIIO B ceMbe LI351H — MBI HE CMeeM
CIIpalliBaTh, HO 3a YOUMCTBO MPUMETCS IJIATUTh...

— HoBonbHo! CrymaTk 6pen ManbuYUIIKK U OOBUHSTL MEHS B YOUNCTBE? — O0Tel] M3HIIU B SPOCTH
X0TesI OPOCUTHCSA Ha HUX, CXBATUB NOYKY 3a PYKY.

— Ilonerue, monerue.

Ero yoepzxKaiu, U OH, TAXKEJIO ObIIIa, OITYCTUJICA Ha CUOEHEBE.

Cro#i Tait mpo ce0s1 Bopyas: 6yab 3Mech 0Tell, HUKTO OBl He OCMeNT Tak ce0st BecTu. OH 3aKphIT CO60¥
MaTh, TOTOBHIH B JTF000H MOMEHT IIPOYYUTh 3TOT0 HATJIOTO B3POCIOTO.

— CoBeTy1o BaM OHITE ioOpee.

T'ocrioxa Y ycaguna Croit Tast 06paTHO, YCIIOKOUTIA €T0 U CJIeTKa KOCHYJIACh MaJbIEM TOUYKU MEXKY
ero 6poseii. CJIOBHO HaxKaJld Ha KHOIIKY, ¥ KapTUHKa mepeq rina3amu Cioi Tast pa3MbliIach.

VctrHa Oblsa yke 671M3K0, HO CTOMJIO ITPOTSIHYTh PYKY, KaK OH IIPOBAJIUIICS B ellle OoJiee IIyO0Kyio
ThMy. Croit Tall yCHYJI, TI0JI0KKUB T'OJIOBY Ha KOJIEHH MaTepu. EMy ouymumics TUXUii, €eqBa CIIBIITHEIHN
B310X. Ecoiu GbI OH OTKPHLI I'/Ta3a, TO yBUAEN Obl, CKOJIBKO 60JIM ¥ MPOTHBOPEYMBEIX YYBCTB B I'Ta3ax
MaTepH, CMOTpsLlel Ha Hero. Ho 0H He OTKPBLIIL.

B mamuHe Bollapuiachk TUIIMHA. B3pocinble norpy3unuch B cBou Meiciu, Crou Tau cnar, a Li3an
MbsHIyM, nofaBneHHas THETYINEeN aTMocdepol, Monm4asna. MaliuHa Ipofosikaa CBOX MyTh.



JIroou YCTPOEHEI TaK: TEPsAd 9TO-TO, OHU 6p0C&IOTC5{ B IIOT'OHIO, HO JIMIIBb OTHAJIAIOTCA €IlIe CUIIbHEE,
jiejiesd MeYThI, OHU TAHYTCA K HUM, HO 9yYBCTBYIOT JIAIIIb 6eCKOHe‘-IHy1-O 683Haﬂe}KHOCTb...

Pa3Be He Tax, rocmoma?
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