— TI'ocmoguH.

Tak oHa Ha3blBajia XyaHb'3p IIOCIIeqHNUE OecdaTh ieT. Co BpeMeHeM 3TO BOIWIO B IIPUBBIUKY, YTO JIUIIIb
IOKa3kIBAJIO, KaK BEICOKO eé 1eHuT Cs0-BaH.

Bce aTu ropbl OH SICHO MMOHKUMAN: O6yab y HEeé Takoe XeJlaHue, OHa MOorjia 6b1 6€3 Tpyaa 3aHSTh TOT
CaMBbI¥ IIPecTosl. BeposiTHO, IMEHHO 3TOTO0 U omacasics uMmnepatop Ciol, He 3a0biBast M O COOBITHSIX
IBeHadIaTUIeTHEH naBHOCTH. OHAKO, IT0 er0 COOCTBEHHOMY Pa3yMEHHI0, ef U [apoM He CHaCs
3TOT TPOH — uMmepatop Cioi MOMpPOCTY GBI CIUIIKOM IOTO3PUTETIEH.

FOHorra B GeJBIX 0ffeKIax yKe rOTOB OBbIJT YATH, BEIIIOJIHUB IIPUKa3, HO HedpuToBas OycuHa Ha ero
3amsacThe BApyT MurHysna. OH KOCHYJICS €€, IpuHuMas coobIieHue.

— JloKnaasIBaio rOCIIOgUHY Jlonans: TIOCTYIINUJIO U3BECTHUE CBEPXY. X0351H YZ&Ke TOTOBUT YXKHH,
IIPUMEPHO 4Yepe3 MoJIdYacCa ero IIPUIIIIIOT, TOTOBUTE HUYETO HE HYXKHO.

YcnriiaB, YTO X03SUH CETOMHS IMYHO XJIOT0YeT Ha KyXHe, OH HCIIHITAll JIETKOe YOuBIeHue. Takoe
CJIy4asioCh JIUIIb OBAXKOH, ¥ 00a pa3a — KOT{a B MOPLHUIO BKITIOYamu moo Jlomanb Mo. XoTs OH U He
COCTOSIT B IMYHOM CBUTE X035MHA, HO OBIJT HAC/BIIIIAH O ero Hpage.

— IloHsi.

Jlonarb Mo Ha MIHOBEHHUE 3aMep, YIUBIEHHO IPUIIOTHSAB OPOBHU, U JTUIIb 3aTEM THXO0 OTBETHUI. Bce
3TH FOJBI €T0 OTHOIIEeHUs C rBapAuei LIunuH ocTaBanyuCh POBHEIMY U OTCTPAHEHHBIMU: OH
I0GPOCOBECTHO BHIMTOJHSII CBOM 00513aHHOCTH, HE TIHITAsICh HUKOMY YTOIHUTh.

FOHo1a B 6€710M KUBHYJT ¥ YOAIUATICS.

— Cs10-BaH BepHYJICS. Y MeHSI JypHOe NIpeuyyBCTBYE, B UMIIEPCKOM CTOJHIIE TPSIAYT IIepeMeHbl, —
[OJTO TS BCEN YXOOsieMy IoHole, mpomosiBuil Jlomank Mo. B ero ronoce ckBosuia riy6okas
nevanb, a B IIyOuHEe MAHAJIeBUAHBIX I'71a3 TauICS CKPBITHIM CMBICII.

— T'ocmmonguH, maxe ecnu He00 CMEHUT IBeT, Oefla He KOCHETCS Bac, Csi0-BaH He I03BOJIUT.
Ycnokoutecs, — yremmmui ero [y Hlyuy, BcnoMUHas JOHECEHUS IIOCIIENHUX JIeT.

— Haperock Ha 9T0. Pa3 yXKuH roTOBUTH He HYXKHO, OUIEM OTHOXHEM, — JIomaHs Mo MOgHSIICS |,
B3SIB €T'0 3a PYKY, HAIlIPaBUJICS BO BHYTPEHHUE MTOKOH.

Oy lymy, Oyny4u NTUYHBIM CIIyTO#, KMeJl TaM KYIIeTKy A7 OTAbIXa. [locyie Toro gaBHero ciydas
Jlonaub Mo 4acTO My4YuJId HOYHBIE KOUIMApPHEI, ¥ CIIyTa OCTABAJICS PSAOM, YTOORI TPUCMATPUBATH 3a
HUM. B TOT MOMEHT I'OCIIOJIUH U CJIyTa eIl€ He 3Ha/M, YTO TPSAYIIUe MOTPSICEHUS B CTOJIUIIE
3aTPOHYT UX Ky[a CUJIbHEEe, YeM OHM MOTIIU cebe IPEeCTaBUTh.
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Tem BpeMmeneM ['yit LI3ble MOKMHYTIA MaBUTbOH MXyaii ¥ HampaBuiack K 0COOHSIKY Mo,
PacrnoIokeHHOMY Ha CeBepO0-BOCTOYHOU OKpanHe. Kak TONbKO OHa BOLUIA B [IEPENHION0, K Hel
HaBCTpeyYy BHIIIIA XKEHIIWHA B CUHEM OflesTHUHU, Ha BUJ JIeT TPUALATU-COPOKa. BrICOKas, ¢ 4yTh
CMYTJIOHN KOXKeH U yIBIOKOW Ha NIHlle, TP BUAE TOCThbU OHa MPOCHUSa ellle CUIbHEE.

— I'maBa, 5 Kak pa3 coOupajach UCKATh BacC, a BE yKe BepHYuCh, — E BaHbu nopomina,
MTOKJIOHUIIAaCh ¥ PafOCTHO MIPOU3HECTa.

— 3auem uckana? — 'y LI3sle, BCE elé mpebbiBaBIas B IOJaBIEHHOM HACTPOEHUM M3-3a HeTaBHUX
coObITHH, OpoCHia HAa Heé paBHOOYUIHEINA B3rJIsaA. OHA pa3BepHYIach U HAIIPABUJIACh K TJIaBHOMY
KPEeCJy, 3a/iaB BOIIPOC XOJIOOHEIM TOHOM.

— CerogHs Ha LIEpeMOHUM COBepleHHOeTHs B foMe F03... I'yii [InHHaHb Tak X0Tesia IOPOAHUTHCS C
HUMHU, 4YTO B CBOEH CIIEIIKe IepecTynuia 4yepes uMneparopa Cros u caMa 3arosopuia ¢ O3
3udsrnom. A Ta ocoba u3 moMa 131, KOTOPOH NTUIb OB pa3Kedyb CKaHAall, BOCIIOIb30BalIach
CIydaeM, Iocesiyia pa3fop u yiuuia. Mmnepatop Cioi mpHUIIEN B SPOCTh, ¥ 00€ CEMbH ITOHECIH
HeManble YObITKY, — E BoHBM Ha OOHOM OBIXaHUH BHUIOXKKIIA 3a0aBHYIO HCTOPUIO. Y HEE TIEPECOXTIO B
ropie, ¥, KOrfaa MOAOCIEBIINY CIIyra IToAall Yail, OHa CAellajia IJI0TOK ¥ IIPOogoIXKuiIa: — MmmepaTop
Crol1 BOCIIONTb30BAJICS 3TUM IMPEAIoroM, YToOs 3a0paTh Ty MUITIONI0 COOMPAHUS OyXa, KOTOPYIO BHI,
r7aBa, MOgapuiu ceMbe ['yit MHOTO JIeT Ha3af. Bel Ol BUOenu BhIpaxkeHue nuia ['yit [ITuHHaHb B TOT
MOMEHT — 3TO OBIJIO HEYTO!

E Bonbu caMa Gbiyta #3 Xpama 003KeCTBeHHBIX MUIT0Nb. Ta GaphiIHs U3 foMa ['yit MHOTO JIeT Ha3af
COTJIacuiaCh Ha 3aflaHUe €€ HaCTaBHUKA TOJIBKO Pafy 3aBETHOU MUITIONH, IIOMYTHO YIYYUB MOMEHT
IJIST YyeMUHEHHBIX MeOUTalui. BepHYBIINUCE II0C/Ie HUX, OHA CTPEMTIJIaB IIoM4Yanach 06paTHO, HO B
Xpam BepHYyJach COBEPILIEHHO NHOM: C CEObIMU BOJIOCAMHU U MOTYXIIKUM B3risagoM. OHa 3amepnach B
KOMHaTe Ha HEeCKOJIbKO MECSIIEB, a BRI, BRITIsAEeNa TTTy00KOM cTapyxoii. E€ moBenenue
CTaHOBUJIOCH BCE 00Jlee CTPAaHHBIM, HO TaK KaK OHa Oblyla TI00UMOM YYeHHUIIe! TPEThETO CTaPEUIINHEI,
E BoHbM NPUCTABUIIK K HeH, YTOOB IPEOOTBPATUTh Oedy. JIUIIb CITyCTS ISATH JIET OHA y3Hala
[IPUYUHY TEX IIEPEMEH.

IecaTs c MTUIIHKUM JIeT Ha3a[ MUK cOOMpaHus Jyxa He ObIJIA PeJKOCThIO, HO Te, UTO CO37aBall
TPETUU CTapelllinHa, [IeHUJINCh HEeBEPOSITHO BEICOKO. VX MCIIOIb30BaIu KakK cBafleOHbIM fap, YTOOH
B3SITh B MyXbs1 TOTO CAMOT0 He/TI00MMOro HajloXKHUKa 13 foMa Jlonanb. HUKTO He 0XKupan, 4To,
noJryyuB nummonto, ['yit [TMHHAHD Y3HaeT: HaJl0XKHUK yKe OblJT 3aMyKeM U HOCUT pebE€HKa. 3Has 0
YyBCTBaxX CBOEU [O4YepH K 3TOMy 4enoBeky, ['yii [InHHaHD He TONBKO CKpHLIa IpaBhy, HO U caMa
IIPUHSATIA y4yacTue B croBope. [I1s TOU OEeBYIIKYU 0CO3HATh, YTO €€ BO3/II00IEHHBIY HACUIBHO OTaH
OpyroMy, OBIJI0 HEBHIHOCUMO — OHa He yOuia 00MAUUIly JIUIIb YyIOM, HO 3a OOHY HOYb €€ BOJIOCHI
cTanmyu GeJbIMHU.

— Xa, mofyMaelb, MU0 coOupaHus gyxa. Ceiidac 3To yXKe He IUKOBUHKA, OHA pa3Be UTo
moxarseeT o notepe, — ['yii 1[3ble HACMEIUINBO XMBIKHYJIA, B €€ T1a3ax Ha MTHOBEHUE IIPOMeIbKHYyIa
HEHABUCTh, TYT K€ CMEHHUBIIASICS IPUTBOPHEIM coXaneHreM. OHa MOgHANIACh ¥, B3MaXHYB
pyKaBaMu, yIija.



Ta numrons, co3maHHasi MacTepoM YpoBHS MMmepaTopa nuiiosib, Oblla CIUIIKOM IIeHHOM, YTOOH €€
MCII0/Ib30BaTh, K TOMY e IJIS TeX, KTO HuXKe YpoBHSA Kopons ayxa, OHa JaBajia JIUIIb IPUTOK
9HEepruy, HO He IoMoraja IpopBaThCs Ha HOBHY ypoBeHb. K Tomy ke ['yi LI3ble faBHO TOgMeHUIIa
€€ Ha IUJII0JII0 paccenBaHus qyxa. OHa U He qyMala, YTO Ta XKeHIMHa OyneT Tak Oepeyn e€, He
pelasch MyCTUTH B [AeJI0. Teneps Xe el He CyXKAEeHO YBUAETh, KaK Ta JIMIIUATCS CBOEU CHUJIBL.

E BaHbu CMOTpPeEIIa el BcJie[, He MOHUMasi, YTO O3HA4aIo BBIPDA2K€HHUE JIUId I'OCIIOXKHU. Bnpoqu, OHa
HUKOTa He MOTI'JIa 10 KOHIIa MTOCTUYb €€ MBICIIH.
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Hactynuna TéMHast, TUXas HOYb, pefKue 3BE3Mbl MepIlaiy B BhIIIKMHE. Bo3Bpaiienue Cso-BaHa s
MHOTUX 00epHYI0Ch 6€CCOHHOM HOYBIO, IIOJIHOM ITepecMOoTpa IIJIaHOB U TalHBEIX 3ar0BOPOB.

BeTep cMeHsI CHET, U TOCKA I10 IOMY He laBajla YCHYTh. YeJl0BEK B UEPHOM IIIEJIKOBOM XajlaTe, Yb’
BOJIOCHI CJTMBA/IUCE C IAfai0IIMM CHErOM, CTOSIT B ITaBUJTbOHE HAJl BOMOM, 3aJI0KUB PYKU 3a CIUHY, U
cMoTpen B Hebo.

YCrellIaB TUXHUE IIary 3a CIIMHOM, OH 00ePHYIICs. B3TIsHYB Ha JTIETKO OIEeTOTO YelloBeKa, OH
HAaXMYPUJICS ¥, JOCTaB M3 MPOCTPAHCTBEHHOTO KOJIbIla CHHUM IIJIAIl, HAKUHYJI eMy Ha IIJIeYH.

— Houu xomonHbie. [Touemy He ofencs Temee? [Jaxke eCId TBOE COBEPIIEHCTBOBaHME BHICOKO,
HyKHO Oepedb ce0s1, — OH HEeXKHO IOIMPaBUI PSIAb BOJIOC ¥ Hero Ha n0y. Ero 4épHbie Irita3a Ka3aluch
CIIOKOMHBIMH, HO 3TO OBIIIO JIUIIb HAITyCKHOE.

— M-m. [To3gHO yXKe, TI0YeMy He CIUIIL? 3ayeM UCKaJl MeHdA?

MyX4KHa TOTSHYJ 3a Kpas IJIallla ¥ OTCTYIIMII, COXPaHss OUCTaHINI0. ETo TOH ¥ BRIpaXKkeHue THIla
OB XOJIOMHBI, HO JIUIIb OH CaM 3HaJI, CKOJIbKO CHJI eMy CTOUT clepkuBaThCsa. OH He XOTeln
IIPUXOAUThH, HO OO0SJICS, UTO OHA IPOTOPYUT 3[ECh BCI0O HOYB, ¥ TIOCIIEIINI Ha BCTPEYy.

— 4 mpocTo X0Tea 0THATh 3TO. B 3TOM rofy 5 He ycresia BEPHYThCS K TBOEMY JHIO POXKIEHUS,
ucnpaBisioch. [Togapok [isg HEro TOXKe 3[IeCh, — 3aMETHUB €r0 HEJIOBKOCTh, JKEeHIIIMHA Ha MTHOBEHUE
3aMepJia, HO TYT Xe YJIBIOHYIach U IPOTSHYJa 3apaHee OATOTOBJIEHHbIE BEIlIH.

— 3abepu oOpaTHO. {1 yXe 3aMyXkeM, Telleph g Yel-To CynpyrT u oTell. ['0CIIoXKa, BEH TOXKe yXKe He
I0HBHI, TOpa OBl BRIUTU 3aMyK U 3aBECTHU [eTel, He TpaThTe BpeMs Ha MeHS, — OH IIOCMOTpPeJT Ha
U3SILIHYI0 KPACHYIO IIKATYJIKy, ero B3I OPOTHYJI, HO OH OTTONIKHYJI e€ PyKy. ['onoc ero 3Byyan
POBHO, XOTSI MEICTIM O €€ HEIHEITHEM II0JI0KEHUU 3aCTaBUJIA €r0 B 04ePETHOU pa3 MONEITaThCS
BPa3yMHUTh €€.

B meHb ero poxpaeHus OHa JeWCTBUTENILHO He yCIiesla BepHYThCS, HO IONApoK Iiepefaia 3apaHee —
BCE 9TO0 OBINIO JIUILE IIPEMJIOTOM, YTOOBI BCTPETUTHCS.



— Tu IIpeKpaCHO 3Haelllb, KOT0 A 00110, HOBTOpIO: €CIIM 3aX0Yelllb, 51 B TI000M MOMEHT yBEe3y Tebs
OTCIOOa.

BHOBb NpUXKaTHIM K CTEHE YeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIY OB eMy IOpPOKe BCeX, OH momMpayHen. OHa
HACHUJIbHO BJIOXKUJIA IIKATYJIKY eMy B PYKHU 4, 0OHSB 3a Taluio, IPUTAHYTA K cebe.
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