B KoMHaTe MTHOBEHHO BOIIapuJIaCh THUIIIHHA.

UYxkao Iun: FOun3s, ToT, KOro TH IMIPUTAIIN, OH YTO, HEHOPMAaIbHBIN?

E KOunzs: ...

Crouno Tao Te BHITH 3a OBEPb, KaK OH TYT JKe IoxKase 06 9ToM.

Kyna emy Temneps nogatbca?

Korma Tao Te mokuHys oduC, Ha yIulle yxke CTeMHes0. BeuepHuil BeTepokK 06yBas ero, mocjue
3axX0fa COJIHIIA CTAJIO OLIYTHMO IIPOXJIAgHO.

Tao Te moTtep mieynu: 3HA4YUT, BOT OHO KaKoe, YyYBCTBO Xosoxa... B HebecHoM [IBope OH HUKOTTA
HUYEeTo IIomoOHOI0 He MCIIBITHIBAII.

OH npomoKas pa3MBILIIATE O TOM, YTO CIIYYHUJIOCH C €r0 OEeXA0U paHee. B mocneguee BpeMs OH
IEeVCTBUTEIbHO Hadall 3aMeydaTh CTPaHHOCTU. HampruMep, OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 MPOIyCKal IPUeMEb
IIUIIY, HO IIPYA 9TOM COBEPIIEHHO He YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO BOT-BOT yMpeT. C Touku 3peHuss CMepTHOTO,
YeJI0BEK MIOJIZKEH OBINT YMEPETh, €CJIU He el HECKOIbKO OHel. Hy unu Kak MUHUMYM HCXYOaTh.

OpHaAKO C HUM He IMPOHCXOIUII0O HUKAaKUX U3MEHEeHHUW: KpOMe TOTO, YTO OH OCTABAJICS IIPOKOPJIHBEIM
¥ XOTeJI eCTh, HUKAKUX IPYTUX HEMPUSTHHIX OIIyIIeHU! He Bo3HUKano. Heyxenu Bce CMepTHEBIE
Takue?

Tao Te CIIOHSICS B OQUHOYECTBE YEeThIpe YacCa, ¥ KOIraa HaCTYIINII 9YaC HOYH, ITIOJHAJICA BETEDP.

Xy — xy —

Tao Te kpenko o6xBaTun cebs pykamu. [loueMy HUKTO He CKa3aJl €My, UTO HOYBIO B MUpe JIIolel Tak
XO0JIOOHO?!

YepT BO3bMHU... S ceYac OKOJIel0... [[HeM Ke COJHIlE IIMapuiao BOBCK... [IoueMy ke HOYBIO 3[1eCh
XOJIOOHO, KaK B IeOHUuKe?

3y6nl Tao Te Hauamu BEIOMBATH APOOH.

Ho... on ornsagencs: BOKDPYT OBITTHM TOCTHHMUITEL M OTEJIH... BOT TOJIBKO... Y HEro He OBLIIO HU [IEHET... HU
TOrO, 4TO CMepTHbIe Ha3EIBAIOT YOOCTOBEPEHUEM JIMYHOCTH!



BeTep 06e3ocTaHoBOYHO x1ectaj Tao Te, cmoBHO boruns BeTpa CIIEeIIMaJIbHO €TI0 HaCkIjIaJIa.

Tao Te cTucHyn 3y6bl, cTapasiCh COTPETLCS XOTh KAK-TO... HO ¥ HETO HUYET0 He BBIXOOUIIO!

B stpocTH OH BCKOYMJT HA HOTH ¥, TKHYB TajblleM B HeO0, BrIpyrancs: boruns Betpa! Trl 4To, ONISITH
tTabneTky nmepenyTana?! ITompobyit mopyTh elle XOTh pa3!

Kak Hu cTpaHHO, BHIKPUK Tao Te momeicTBOBal — BeTep MOMEHTAIbHO CTHUX.

Tao Te mobGegHO ycMexHYTICS: Xa, BB TOJIBKO IIOCMOTPUTE, €CJIH 5T He ITOKa3bIBal0 KOT'TH, OHU OyMAloT,
4TO I OOJILHOU KOT?

OpHako He ycmen Tao Te mopafoBaThCs, KakK BeTep MOJHSJICS CHOBA, IIPUYEM C elrle GOJIbIIeH
SIPOCTBIO.

Tao Te TyT :Ke CHUK, IIPUCENl Ha KOPTOUKHU U KpPemnko o6xBatuil cebs pykamu: O 6oxe... cTapiias
CecTpa... MOYTeHHas... 1 OB HEIPaB... 0XKaIyHUCTa, XBAaTUT AYTh...

YT0 K, KaK TOBOPHUTCS, 3a UTO OOPOJICS, Ha TO ¥ HAIIOPOJICS.

'naBa 11. OmexXpna CKpeiBaeT XymoOy, pa3feBIINCh — BAOUIID MBIIIIIHL.

Tao Te B oTUasTHUM CXKaJICS B KOMOK, OILIyIIast BOTHEI 371008, ucxomsinue oT borunu Betpa.

THL... THL... THI, XKeHOnogoOHas Boruns Betpa... s XKe... IPOCTO... CKa3al... Te0e [apy CJO0B... HeyXKelu
00513aTeNBHO... TAK... CO MHOU 00XONUTHCA... COBCEM HUKAKOU IMUPOTH AYIIU... — 60pMOTAas Ipo ceds
Tao Te, BelykuBas U3 KapMaHa TenedoH... Tak He IOUOET, €C/IU OH He YMpPET OT T0JI0fa, TO TOYHO
3aMep3HeT [0 CMePTH.

Tem BpeMeHeM Ha HeOe —

Y Borunu BeTpa Oy IIMHHBEIE CTPYSIIKXECS BOJIOCH, KOxa Oesasi, KaK CBEXKEBhIIaBUIUN CHET,
M30THYTHIe UBOBHIE OpoBU. Ee ManeHbKMe, Kak BUIIEHKH, TYOKK OBITM HAfyTH, a Ha 10y 3aeria
CKJIafKa.

Bupno Ov110, Kak 3auieBenuuck 3Tu ryoku: Tao Te! [Ta st Boobuie-To xkeHimuHa! Koro Thl Ha3Bamn
JKEHOIIOIOOHEIM!

Oxkazanocs, uto boruns BeTpa — npekpacHas meByuika. OHa B SpOCTU 3aKpuyalla, ¥ BETep Ha 3eMJie
B3BELJI C HOBOU CHUJIOH.



Bepxuue 3y0n Tao Te cTy4anu o HUXKHUE. [[poxkKaluMMy pyKaMu OH JOCTajl TeJle(OH U MOCMOTPEN Ha
[Ba HOMepa B CBOEU HOBOY 3alIUCHOU KHUXKKE...

[To3BouuTh FO#1133? Ho... OH cerogHs u Tak CTOJIBKO pa3 ero nmobecrmoKou... Kak-To Heygo0HoO...

[Topa3meicnus, Tao Te Bce ke mo3soHun Yxao [Iuny.

Ho... npouuta MuHyTa... IBE... TPH...

Tao Te: TBoto maTh! Uxkao [TuH, TH peanbHO He Oepels TPYyOKy!

Huuero He mogemnaents... Tao Te Habpan Homep E FOu3a.

— Anno? — E FOuu3ss oTBeTUs yKe mocjie BTOPOro ryaxa.

Ero moBonbHO GapxXaTHBIN Iojioc MrHOBEHHO corpesl Tao Te. TOT, CJTIOBHO yTOMAIOMINAN, YXBATUBIIAKUCS
3a COJIOMUHKY, IIpOCTydas: A... ajro...

YcnrimaB ronoc Tao Te, E FO#13a otmoxun curapety: Yro cinyuunock? Tao Te, mouemy y Te0s TaKou
rosoc?

— 4d... 4... gHEM... conrail... s BHILEN U3 I0Ma... HO 3[eCk... Y MEHd... COBCeM HeT IoMa... fl... s TYT Ha
ynule, KaxkeTcs, 3aMep3at0 HaCMepTh... — Tao Te nelCTBUTEILHO YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO YMUPAET OT
X0JI0f1a.

E HOii133 HeEMeIJIeHHO BCKOYUJI, HEe pa3OyMbIBasi CXBaTUJI KJTIOUM OT MAIIKMHBI U C TPEBOT'OM CIIPOCHUIT:
I'me TBI ceiyac? BEICTPO rOBOPH agpec, s egy 3a TOOOM.

Tao Te ¢ Tpy#moM IOJHST TOJIOBY, BeTEP 3amysl MPsIMO 3a MKUBOPOT. Tao Te GLICTPO OTNIIAENcs |,
OIIyCTHUB T'0JIOBY, TpobopmoTan: 3To ynuna Mkc-MKc, HallpOTUB MEHS OTETIb. ..

Ycneimas ato, E FOu13s cpa3y 3aBes MalllMHy U IToexal K MecTy, rae Haxopuics Tao Te, Bce BpeMs
IOMIIePKKUBAs C HUM Pa3TroBOp, YTOOB TOT He IMOTEPSIJI CO3HAHUE OT MePeoxX/IaxkIeHns, Hade
ciaydutcs Gepa.

Bexku Tao Te merdCTBUTENIBHO OTAXKEIENIH, ero KJIOHUIIO B COH, HO E K035 npoposKan roBOPUTSH C
HUM, ¥ OH HE MOT II03BOJIUThL ce0e YCHYTh... K TOMY K€ OH ITIOHMMaJl, 4To Tes10 CMEPTHOTO, pa3 yCHYB,
ye 00JIbIlle He IPOCHETCS.

Tak kak Onlna riny6okast HOUb, Ha JOporax Moyt He 6b110 MamuH, U E K033 6ecrnpensiTCTBEHHO
foexas 10 Ha3BaHHOU YJIULIEL.



[laxxe B TEMHOTE OH Cpaldy 3aMmeTus Tao Te.

YBupeB, Kak TOT JpOXKUT BO ThMe, E FOMI133 HEMeIJIeHHO BhHIIIE U3 MaIllUHE, Iepebexkal qopory u
IIOMIOIIETI K HEMY.

Ycneimas maru, Tao Te memnenHo mogHsin ronoBy. E FOin3s yBumern, uto nuro Tao Te cTano
MEepPTBEHHO-OJIeIHBIM, a T'YOBI TI00EeTeIH.

E I0iin33 ¢ 4yBCTBOM KaJ0CTU CHSIJI CBOIO KYPTKY U yKyTan eio Tao Te, ocTaBmKCh B OOHOU pyOallke.

Tao Te mHemHoro mpuinen B ce6s. Oco3Has, uTo E H0ii133 oTHanm eMy CBOIO OfeXy, OH IIOCIIEIIHIT
OTKa3aThCs: A €CJIH... €CJIU Thl IPOCTYOUIIBCS, YTO TOTHA...

E I0iin33 HaxMypHJICS, TOAXKas r'y0sl ¥ BliepBhle 3aroBopui ¢ Tao Te ctporo: Hamens! KTo mpocun
Te0s1 repoiicTBoBaTh?! Ecnu HEKyma UATH, TouyeMy ObIJIO cpa3y He cKa3aTh MHe? Eciu 6 mocpenu
HOYM YTO-TO CJIYYUIIOCH, KTO ObI OTBedasn? A?

T'oBops aTo, E #1139 mIoTHee 3amaxHy T Ha HeM KYpPTKY, @ 3aTeM C CUIol npuTsaHyn Tao Te kK ce6e B
00BSATHS, Ia TaK KPEIKO, YTO TOT HEe CMOT BHIPBAThCH.
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