Tao Te ¢ 6eccTpaCTHEIM BEIPAXKEHHEM JIHIIA CMOTPEI Ha MYXKYHHY B 3epKaJie.

MyX4rHa IOKPYTHUIICS Ty[a-Cclofa:

— Oro, HEMJI0XO0 TH yCTpoucs! ITo rae 3To? TH eI1é He CI0X C TOIomy?

Tao Te pa3bsipuiics, pe3ko BCKOYHUJII C KPOBATH M CTYKHYJI 110 3epKay:

— CBIMUH, THI 3TO CIIeIIdanbHO, fa? Thl 4TO, MOEM CMEPTH KOEUIBL?!

CBIMMH B3£I KaKyI0-TO IITYKY U IIPUHAJICA CHUTATL:

— Oro, a CYJIBGEI-TO y Tebs XOpoi1iasi, Ha IIOKPOBUTEJIA 6oraToro HapPBaAJICA.

— Tedy! Uib TH BEIpa3uiCs, KAKOH eIll€ IOKPOBUTENL? ITO MOK OPYT, MEXAY IpoYuM! —
SMOIIMOHAaNbHO Bo3pa3un Tao Te.

CrIMUH G€CIIOMOIIHO KMUBHYII:

— JlapHO-MafiHO, MyCTh OYOET TaK, KaK Thl TOBOPUIIIE.

Tao Te BOpyr cooGpas3uit:

— Jii, moromu-Ka, 5 e Bedb HU4Yero He Bupen? Kak aTo s Te0s1 pa3risment...

CheIMUH, I‘J'IYGOKOMBICJ'IGHHO TImonymaB, OTBETHII:

— 4... mousTUS He umelo!

Tao Te 3akprin rnasa u npucnymancsa K Mctunuou Llu B cBoéM Tene... 3? [ToyeMy TaM TauTcs
Kpynulla Maru4eCKou CUJIBI?

K ToMy xe... aypa 3TO¥ Maru4eckoi cuisl 4o 6011 3HAKOMA...

— [TaBaii moka 3abymeM 00 3TOM, HY KaK, B MUPE CMEPTHHIX BeCeio? — C JII00OMBITCTBOM CITPOCHIT
CreimuH. OH celyac CTPaCTHO XOTeJ CIIyCTUTHCS B MUP CMEPTHHIX, HO pa3 Tao Te He Bo3Bpalanics,
IyTh TyHa AJig Hero ObUT 3aKa3aH.

Tao Te cupmen Ha KpoBaTu ¥ CMOTpPes Ha ChIMHUHA C riay0odained 00umo:



— Kakoe Tam Becero, mio6as eqa 6e3BKyCHa, a 0 HEKOTOPOH ¥ BOBCE He JOTSIHENIhCs. MosT XXKU3Hb
yMepJiia B TOT CaMBIii MOMEHT, KOTTa 5 JIUIIHUIICS BO3MOXKHOCTH HOPMAaJIbHO TI0ECTh.

— A! Trl 4TO, 0O CUX TIOp HAYETO He e? — U3YMJIEHHO BOCKIMKHYI CHIMUH.

Tao Te omapwui ero npe3puTenbHEIM B3ITIAL0M:

— Hwuuero. Her, moropu... ITonpo6oBaTh yaanock IHUIIb OfHaXKAE, 3T0 FO#I33 MHE IPUTOTOBUII, —
BIOpPYT BCIIOMHUB, ITpou3Hec Tao Te.

CrIMMH ITOCMOTpPETT Ha efiBa 3aMETHYI0 YIBIOKY B yronkax ry6 Tao Te, u Ha gyIe y Hero cKpe6iu
KOIIIKH:

— C 4ero 6b1 3T0? ThI 4TO, TaK ORICTPO yCIIeNl 003aBECTUCH XOPOIIUM OPYTOM B MUPE CMEPTHHIX?

Tao Te KuBHYJI, COBEPIIEHHO He 3aMedas [lepeMeHE! B tulle ChIMUHA:

— CaM He 3HAI0 I0YeMY, HO TOJTBKO Ta efla UMeJla BKYyC... C MOMM-TO BETMKOJIEITHEIM XapaKTepOM S,
KOHEYHO XKe, JIETKO 3aBOXKY XOPOIINX Apy3eii, ecnu Ovl He FOii133, s OBl yKe Bajsiics Ha 0004rHe
CKeJeTOM, 3aMEP3IIUM HaCMEPTh.

CHIMUH TIPUTIOAHST GPOBb:

— Kaxk ero 30ByT? H0ii1135?

— E KOnn3s. — Xors Tao Te u He nmoHuMar, 3auyeM CHIMUHY oHagobunoch ums K13, OH BCE Ke
Ha3BaJl eTo II0JIHOEe UMS.

YcnoimaB 370, CBIMMH HEOXXKUOAHHO OOCTal OJIOKHOT U IIPUHAJICA 9YTO-TO IIPOBEPATE.

Tao Te ¢ MH0OOMBITCTBOM IIPUKAJICS K 3ePKay:

— OH, TH YeM 3aHUMAEeIIbC?

CrIMUH XMBIKHYII:

— Pa3yMeeTcs, HaBOXKY CIIpaBK{ O IIPOMCXO0XKAEHUH 3TOTO YejloBeKa. Thl TaKOW TYMHIla, a BAPYT Tebs
KTO-HUOYIb 3aJlyMaeT OTPABUTh UJIM CKUTh CO CBETY?

Tao Te rpOMKO pacCMescs:



— Xa-xa-xa, OBITh TOro He MOXKeT! Pa3Be MOXKET KTO-TO HaBPE[UTh TAKOMY KpyToMy BoxKeCcTBEeHHOMY
3BepIo, Kak A? Moii manamia — caM JIyHbioaHb!

CrIMUH HaCMeIITUBO GPOCH:

— Ia xoTh Ov1 U caM HeGecHeiit [TyTh TeOE OTI[OM IIPUXOOUICS, TONKY-TO? Th celiuac BCE paBHO HE
6oee 4YeM CMEpPTHHIH.

Tao Te ckpuBun ryosl B IpeHeOPEKUTENBHOM TpUMace.

CBIMUH HaXMYPHIICA, TIAOA Ha IIYCTYI0 CTPOKY B KOMITIBIOTEDPE:

— He MoXkeT OBITh... — IPOOGOPMOTA OH U OGHOBUJI CTPAHUILY.

OpHaKoO CTpaHMIa OCTajach IIyCTOM: Ha Hel KpacoBanach nuiib Gotorpadus E FOuzs, a ums,
IIPOUCXOXKJIeHNUe, TTpolyias ¥ Oyayias KU3Hb... 3Usiu abcomoTHoU mycToTon?! K Tomy xe... CRIMUH
BCMOTpeJCS B 4enoBeka Ha ¢ororpaduun... Kak Takoe Bo3M0KHO? Pa3Be 0oH He... HeT! BrITh TOTO He
MOKeT!

CBIMUH CO CJIOXKHBIM BEIpakKeHueM jula nocmorpesn Ha Tao Te. ToT 03ajaueHHO IPOTAHYIIL:

— Yero TH Ha MEeHS TakK MSAULILCS, OyOTO ¥ TeOs 3amop?

CBIMUH TIOME[IJIUTI, HO B UTOTe ITpoMoiyant... Eciu Obl He 3TOT 4esoBek, Tao Te, moxany#, yke TaBHO
Ol moru0 U OTIpaBuUCs Ha mepepoxkaenue. Y on yraun ot Tao Te ofHYy Belllb: C KaXKAIM HOBHIM
IIMKJIOM IIepPepPOoXKAeHUs TOT yTpayuBal Okl YaCTh BOCTIOMUHAHKM, TTI0Ka TaMSATh HE CTEPJIach Okl
OKOHYAaTEeJLHO...

B ToT MomeHT Tao Te yxke He cMoT OBl BCIOMHUTE O CBOEM 3alaHUU U, CKOPEee BCETO, TPOIOIKHUIT ObI
JKUTH 00BIYHOM KH3HBI0O CMEPTHOTO, HE Y3HaBasl 00JIbIlle HUKOTO BOKPYT... BKJII0Uasi ero caMoro.

CBIMUH IIOKAYaJl I'0JIOBOM:

— Huuero. Jly4ine xBaTalics IIOKpende 3a CBOET0 ITIOKPOBUTENISI, CMOTPH He ITIOMPH PaHbIlle BpeMeHHU
U II0CTapaics moOICTPpee 3aKOHYHTh 3afaHue, 4ToOs BepHYThCsS B HeGecHsIi [IBOP.

Tao Te 6e3MATEKHO Pa3BaIUIICSI Ha KPOBATH:

— A s 110Ka He X049y BO3BPAIlaThCA.

Tao Te 6e3MATEKHO Pa3BaIUIICSI Ha KPOBATH:



— A 4 1I0Ka He X049y BO3BPAIlaThCA.

CBIMUH HaxXMYpUJICH:

— [Touemy?

Tao Te u caM TOJIKOM He MOT 00BSICHUTE:

— Jla Tak... B Mupe cMepTHBIX ¥ IIpaBha Kyaa nydle, 4eM Ha Hebecax. Bce 9Ty HebecHEIE
CTapUKAaIlIK{ OOHENb3s (PasIbIIUBH a K TOMY XK€ Y2KaCHO CKy4HBL. TO JIX geJio JMI0Ou BHU3Y — TaKue
pasHble, 0o 0e3ymust uHTepecHBIe. K ToMy ke rof B MHpe CMEPTHHIX PaBeH BCET0 AHIO Ha Hebecax,
olyMaelllb, TOXKUBY TYT OECATOK-IPYTO# JIeT, HUYero CTPAIIHOTO He CIy4YuTCcs, — 6€33a060THO
paccyxpan Tao Te.

CBIMUH B3[IOXHYJI ¥ TOIIBKO COOPAsICS IPOYUTATh €My JIEKIIUI0, KaK BOPYT:

— Tao Te? — CriMuH IOCMOTpeN Ha nobesieBiiee HeGo mepeq rina3amMu. [loueMy KapTHHKa nc4e3ya?

Tao Te yBupgen, kak nuijo ChIMHHA B 3epKaJjie IIOCTEIIEHHO PACTBOPSIETCS, @ BMECTO HEro 0TPa3uaoch
ero coOCTBEHHOE JIUIIO... BUOgUMOo, Marudeckoy CUiIbl 00JIbIle He OCTalIOCh... M BCé Xe, 4To 3a
YepPTOBIIMHA TBOPUTCS C €r0 CHUJION?

B aTor MomeHT E HO#1133 moCTy4Yan CHapyXu B OBEPE:

— Tao Te? Yto Takoe? 4 cribiiia, TH TYT caM ¢ co00¥ pa3roBapuBal...

Tao Te 3auKasiCh OTBETHII:

— A... ... 1 TyT cBsA3asicsa ¢ Teuxy U3 JepeBHHU, BOT U OomnTan no tenedony...

E HOii13s noHMMarolile KuBHYI:

— JlagHo, TTO3[HO yXKe, T0XKUCh OTAbIXaTh. 3aBTpa IoefieM B KOMITaHUIO0, TI03HAKOMHUIILCS C
KOJIZIETaMM, OCBOHIIILCSI Ha HOBOM MECTe.

— Vry...

Hewmuoro noropst Tao Te mogkpasics K ABEPU U IPUCITYIIAJICS: IIArOB 3a Hel Bpoxe Obl He OBIIO, ¥ OH
HaKOHel] 007IeT4Y€HHO BBIJOXHYIL...



CeiMuH: [la KTO TyT, 4€pT nobepu, Teuxky!

Ha cnepgyroomuii jeHb TEMHBIE KPYTH O[T rila3aMu Tao Te KpaCHOPEYHBO CBUAETEILCTBOBAIN O TOM,
YTO HOYb BhIflasiack 6€CCOHHOI — OH BCIO JOPOTY JIOMaJl TOJI0BY HaJ TeM, OTKyAa 3Ke B3s/1ach 3Ta
Marmudeckasi CHuia.

Hakonern ero oceHuso: aypa 3TOM 3HaKOMOU 1M [IpUHaAiexkana He KOMy UHOMY, KaK ero JoporoMmy
BTOpOMY Opary.

Tao Te meIcTIeHHO OGIaromapua BToporo 6paTta. O61agas gaxe KpPOIIeYHOU KPyIulleid Marndeckomn
CHUJIBL, OH CMOXKET KyJa JieTue YCTPOUTHCA B MUPEe CMEPTHEHIX, a TJIaBHOE — Teleph OH He YMPET, Jaxe
€CJI1 BpeMEeHHO OCTaHeTcsl 0e3 efnl.

HakoHen-To emy 60sbliie He TPUAETCS JAaBUTHCS OE3BKYCHBIM XJIEBKOM!

Ho... Tao Te B3rnsHYI Ha TOMSIIUICS OT SCTB 00€IeHHBIN CTOJI, MTHOBEHHO BHIKMHYB U3 T'OJIOBEI
HeJaBHUE MBICIIH:

— HOi1133, TH 4TO, BlIafl€€eIllb KOJITOBCTBOM? OTKYI[a CTOJIBKO BKYCHSATHUHEL HarotoBuin! — Tao Te
BREITJIAOETI TakK, 6YJITO HeBUOMMasd HUTh TAHYJIIA €Tr0 IIPAMO K CTOIY.

E FOu13s BeITEp PYKHU O IOJIOTEHIIEe U CKa3all:

— ¢ 3aMeTus, YTO MOCNIefHUE MTapy JHEU Thl TOYTH HUYETO He eJI, BOT U IIPUTOTOBUJI KOE-YTO
TIOBKYCHee.
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